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Social Pedagogy: 
a plural fi eld of investigation and intervention

Isabel Baptista 

Learning is a good and a right of all people. Everyone, without excep-
tion, is able to express and develop his personality, whatever their age, 
life situation or physical condition. People who engage in formative 
processes become more active, more resilient and more capable to 
face the challenges of daily life. Learning stimulates the intellectual 
life and social life, especially when training experiences are lived in a 
spirit of community. Learning together enhances the health and well-
being, investing of alterity the paths of human achievement. Th e situ-
ations of shared learning approach people, generations, cultures and 
traditions.

So, we say that education plays a decisive role in the processes of 
personal, social and communitarian development, and should be-
come an accessible good to all. Th is requires particular attention to 
those who, suff ering situations of deprivation and vulnerability, face 
special diffi  culties in exercising their duty of learning and their right 
to education. Connected to an imperative of inalienable solidarity, 
this priority attention inscribes itself, however, in a wider and auda-
cious project of promotion of true social cultures of learning. Social 
Pedagogy is precisely the domain of knowledge which valuing educa-
tion in all its social and anthropological amplitude allows framing the 
plurality of social and educational developed experiences in commu-
nity, in a perspective of lifelong education. 

Th e texts now published constitute a good expression of the con-
stitutive diversity of this scientifi c area. Showing the place of media-
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tion and social education in the life of schools and of students, the 
text wrote by Ana Vieira opens horizons of essential refl ection at the 
level of necessary connection between scholar pedagogy and social 
pedagogy. In a line of thinking also underlined by Maria João Peres 
concerning the educational attainment in Mathematics. In turn, José 
Pedro Amorim confronts us with scenarios of adult training within 
a framework of lifelong training, identifying potentialities and risks 
associated to the devices of recognition of preview learning. Based on 
the context of social and labor (re) integration of prisoners in Namp-
ula (Mozambique), the authors Fernando Canastra, Luís Gujamo and 
Ângela Magnino present us new challenges of action-research in a 
communitarian development perspective. Paulo Delgado describes us 
a project about the foster care of children and youth at risk developed 
in the district of Porto (Portugal), highlighting the essential features 
of this measure, the actors that mobilizes and the possible changes to 
the level of life of children, families and communities. In the Euro-
pean year to active aging, we count on a considerable number of texts 
dedicated to this subject, the text of Alexandra Carneiro about socio-
cultural animation in an institutional context for seniors, the text of 
Cristina Palmeirão and Isabel Menezes about attitudes toward seniors, 
the text of Cláudia Azevedo about the challenges of intergenerational 
living and also the text of Maria João Carvalho which highlights the 
need for a paradigm of ethical care within the home support services. 
Ethical issues occupy, in fact, an essential place when we have in refer-
ence, human and social realities so specifi c and complex. Th e refl ec-
tion proposed by the authors Gastão Pereira Veloso and by Adérito 
Barbosa constitutes, in this sense, a valuable contribution, helping to 
support a social and pedagogical rationality indexed to values of of-
fer, gratuitousness, freedom and fueled by philosophies of alterity, for 
example, the ubuntu philosophy present in several African countries.

Designed in a framework of academic hospitality and testifying the 
refl exive fertility resulting from the encounter between diff erent ap-
proaches, diff erent experiences, diff erent professionals and diff erent 
researchers, texts included in this issue of Cadernos de Pedagogia So-
cial represent well the constitutive diversity of Social Pedagogy as a 
plural fi eld of socio-educational research and intervention.
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