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A GLOBAL REVIEW
In this Global Review, we celebrate the tenth anniversary of the Estoril Conferences, with contributions 
by Carlos Carreiras, Mayor of Cascais, who recalls that the Estoril Conferences is the forum that 
allows Cascais to help building the future of Europe, and Teresa Violante, Chairwoman of the Estoril  
Conferences,  reminding  us of the importance  of such an event. This is also the Global Review that 
immediately precedes the Estoril Conferences of 2019. For that reason, some of our speakers have 
joined this edition, with particular attention to Kolinda Grabar–Kitarović, President of Croatia, who 
writes on how we can Empower Humanity while catching up with the fast paced change promoted 
by new technologies. We also speak of female empowerment, through the words of Edit Schlaffer, 
founder of NGO Women Without Borders, and review the book Future Politics: Living Together in 
a World Transformed by Tech, by Jamie Susskind, who won the Estoril Global Issues Distinguished 
Book Prize 2019. Finally, we present you two interviews that symbolize both the past and the 
future of the Estoril Conferences: Miguel Pinto Luz, Deputy Mayor of Cascais, speaks to us of 
the mission and achievements of the Estoril Conferences, whereas Edmund Phelps, Nobel 
Prize in Economics in 2006 and well-know for his lifelong project to put “people as 
we know them” into economic theory, tells us about slow growth in Western 
economies and recent political challenges that can impact prosperity.
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teresa.violante@estorilglobal.org

Th e Estoril Conferences had its first edition in 2009. Much 
has happened over the last ten years. During the past 
decade we witnessed the Euro crisis, the Arab Spring,

the annexation of Crimea by Russia, the end of the war in Iraq, 
Brexit, the Paris agreement, among many other events that have 
undeniably shaped our common world.

Every two years, we  have  gathered in Cascais to discuss globalization 
and have invited to our stage world-renowned figures that help us 
to understand better what are the stakes and possibilities of the 
challenges posed by this phenomenon.

It fills me with pride to be the chairperson of the Estoril Conferences 
when we celebrate its tenth anniversary. We believe the future is not 
a written inevitability, and we believe in the  extraordinary capacity 
of women and men to change the course of history.

Hundreds of speakers have joined our stage over the last ten years. 
They represent how the world, as a whole, views its past, present, 
and future. Whether we agree or not with each other’s points 
of view and opinions, we also believe there can be no  progress 
without dialogue. So that is the essence of the Estoril Conferences: 
diversity and pluralism.

Diversity of thought and opinions. Diversity of age, of backgrounds, 
of gender, of ethnicity and religion. Pluralism of worldviews. Our 
debates are based on respect and recognition, and that is the very 
foundation of justice – which is our central theme for the 2019 
edition. We embrace contestation and dissent as inherent features 
of contemporary polities and democratic values. Moreover, we 
envisage our stage as part of an aggregating public sphere where 
respect and recognition are the  only red lines allowed. The way we 

see it, political participation is an intrinsic part of our collective lives, 
hence an individual right and duty. 

Ten years after the first edition of the Estoril Conferences, there is a 
question we must ask our readers: is the world better today than it 
was ten years ago?

We live in an increasingly divided world of ‘us  versus  them’. When 
polarization is so vivid, how can we face the looming threat of a 
new financial crisis? How can we keep up with the fast pace of 
technology or fight back inequality and global poverty? How can 
the world move forward if it is tearing apart in front of our very eyes 
and under the perfect storm of a climate crisis?

Now, more than ever, the Estoril Conferences must be keen on its 
mission to provide an adequate forum where fundamental societal 
questions can be freely discussed and dealt with. If only to prepare 
our future citizens – our future leaders – our collective future.

That is the main reason why, ten years later, we have moved on to a 
university campus, to have a closer contact with the youth of today. 
Because if we ask ourselves why we should continue to gather and 
discuss our world, it is because we need to inspire and challenge our 
youngsters – they are the bearers of the lessons we have learnt from 
the past, and we must urge them to learn from our own mistakes 
and to be inspired by our achievements.

Ten years later I believe the Estoril Conferences have been successful 
on all its fronts. Happy birthday to us, and happy birthday to 
everyone who has joined us during the last decade.
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I a m writing this text a few days ahead of the European elections.It 
is not just another journey to the polls. This will most likely be the 
most decisive vote count in the history of European integration.

Therefore, it is important that the Portuguese people have 
understood the urgency of exercising their civic duty. One may like 
or dislike Brussels. But one thing is undeniable: it was within the 
Union, not outside of it, that Portugal affirmed itself as a democratic 
nation and that the Portuguese finally won the right to live with the 
ambition of prosperity.

Incomprehensibly, all this seems to be at stake today. Much of 
the blame, I believe, goes to the irresponsible speeches of the 
national governments. It is not uncommon to find politicians 
ready to nationalize European gains while Europeanizing national 
failures. The dynamics of domestic politics are reduced to a binary 
formulation: all that is good is a virtue of the Government; all that 
is evil is Europe’s fault. It is not just the populists that are trying to 
deliberately infantilize the electorate.

I have been recalling Plato in recent times. In the Allegory of the 
Cave, one of the most well-known episodes of his Republic, the 
Greek philosopher recalls that it is the role of wise men, it is the 
function of education to rescue those who are chained in the cave 
and contemplate the shadows as if they were the only possible 
reality. Sadly, we live in a time when there is less and less willingness 
to educate. The effort is put into dissimulation. In keeping the 
citizens trapped in the dark. Tied to lies. Closed in the cave.

Such a Union, erected in the shadow, in selfishness and ignorance, 
is not only a disgrace to our enlightened past. It is a betrayal to 
the future of millions of Europeans to whom we have an obligation 
to leave a better Europe than the one we have inherited from our 
parents. 

Because it has not been able to tell its history, because it has been 
conditioned by the most basic of political feelings, our Europe 
today is at serious risk. The most ambitious construction that the 
democratic man was able to create deserves our uncompromising 
defense.

Political actors have responsibilities. I demand that our 

“Much of the blame, I believe,  
goes to the irresponsible speeches  

of the national governments.”

“DEFENDING EUROPE 
AND FREEDOM  
FROM CASCAIS”

representatives from the democratic arc show to the Portuguese 
that Europe is not just a market. It is a community of life and 
destiny where we celebrate human rights, freedom and diversity.

I urge them to strive and show the people that Europe is not 
an abstract and illegitimate construction against national 
sovereignty. It is the name we give to the group of more than 
500 million citizens and their nations who have freely decided to 
build the political community of the future. 

It is the political and moral duty of all men with responsibilities to tell 
the Portuguese that Europe is neither arbitrariness nor despotism. 
It is law. It is rights and humanism in the defense of citizens and 
nations. And no, Europe is also neither conflict nor acrimony nor 
extremism. It is peace, it is the reconciliation of peoples and it is the 
fall of the walls.

At our scale of just over 210,000 people, we work every day to prove 
that there are no better alternatives to democracy. And yes, we are 
also working hard to show citizens that Europe is the best political 
idea we have had in our history. To a certain extent, we embody the 
spirit of Europe.

When Europe was plunged into the darkness of war, Cascais served 
as a haven for allied forces and thousands of refugees to shape the 
future of peace and prosperity of our Union. It was also from this 
place that, over 70 years ago, Europe was made.

The Estoril Conferences are what allows us, in Cascais, to continue 
to build Europe during the next 70 years.

» Carlos Carreiras
Mayor of Cascais 

visitcascais.com
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“...we live in a time when  
there is less and less willingness 
to educate. The effort is put into 

dissimulation. In keeping the  
citizens trapped in the dark.”
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two years ago of having the panel with the superjudges ... 
We have panels that put the finger  on the wound, without 
fear - even when we are criticized -   of bringing everyone to 
the debate. We are being criticized for bringing Sérgio Moro, 
we were criticized for bringing Nigel Farage, who argued 
with Francisco Assis - an eurosceptic with a strongminded 
European. The populisms that swarm Europe have more 
and more traction because the establishment prevents them 
or does not want them to come to the traditional stages to 
debate. They have to come and discuss on the traditional 
stages! And we have to confront this populist ideology.

Is this the image you want to leave?

It is our way of being. I always tell that story that Cascais, in the 
1930s and 1940s and during World War II, was a space where 
many people came into exile. We had more kings without a 
throne - here lived the king of Spain, the king of Italy, the king 
of Romania - than five-star hotels. Many crowned heads lived 
here, but also many politicians, many spies. The Palácio Hotel, 
in Estoril, was the headquarters of MI5, and across the garden 
was the Gestapo headquarters. Cascais always had this 
particularity of hosting different ways of looking at the world.

This year’s conference theme is “Empowering 
Humanity: From Local to Global Justice.” Why?

Because it is unavoidable. This theme began to be designed 
two years ago, precisely with the panel of the superjudges, 
where we realized that we needed to discuss local justice in 
order to build a more just world - in the face of deep injustices, 
growing inequality, the wealth increasingly concentrated at the 
top of a pyramid unattainable to the vast majority of citizens.

Reminding the panel of the superjudges (Carlos 
Alexandre, Sérgio Moro, Antonio Di Pietro and Baltasar 
Garzón) and in the face of  such  iniquitous  states  in 
the access and application of justice, must a reform of 
Justice be debated, without dogmas, even to contain 
the rise of populisms and justicialisms?

Without a doubt. I believe in a society where the various pillars 
of the democratic building must be independent, they must be 
guaranteed the necessary conditions in terms of means and, 
for that, the pillar of justice will be fundamental. The pillar of 
justice has to be analysed, for example, in an equilibrium with 
other pillars – such as the media - of the democratic building, 
because only in this thin, difficult and sensitive equilibrium can 
we build a just and balanced society. I am not in the logic of 
building a republic of judges or in an easy logic in which social 
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What is the balance of the several editions of the  
Estoril Conferences and the dimension reached at a 
national and international level?

The balance is very positive and the international dimension is 
even bigger than the national one. In these 11 years, dozens of 
Nobel laureates have been here, dozens of former and current 
heads of state, entrepreneurs, academics... There is no other 
example in Portugal of any other conferences that can bring 
together so much knowledge, so much wisdom, so many 
networks and so much influence.

What has  been the  secret  ingredient?  How  can 
this event,  year after year, host such distinguished 
personalities?

The main ingredient is Cascais: its people and the enormous 
capacity and acknowledged talent of hospitality. We’ve been 

doing this for over 650 years. The Estoril Conferences leaves in 
everyone, from the best-known to the least-known speakers, 
an indelible mark, they are all treated as stars - we treat Tony 
Blair the same way we treat an unknown academic. The other 
ingredient has been the team, which has been growing, gained 
know-how, and shows that it would be able to organize equal 
or greater events in any part of the world.

And there is the contemporaneity of the panels. How 
are they prepared?

During the conferences, we begin to do the work for the 
conferences that are two years away. And we have always the 
concern of bringing panels that can work more as a condiment, 
like pepper, an additional flavour. I remember, for example, of 
the panel on religions, where we had our Cardinal-Patriarch [D. 
Manuel Clemente], the highest leader of the Islamic community 
in Portugal [Sheikh David Munir], the rabbi who is a friend 
of Pope Francis and did an Argentine television program 
[Abraham Skorka], which was very interesting. I remember 

networks and the media condition political power. Of course, 
people are concentrating a lot on the invitation to Joana 
Marques Vidal, to Sérgio Moro, who are or have been actors in 
Justice, but we will talk about issues that  relate  to  the  theme 
of Justice, but in its broader term, of human justice, of justice       
in such an unbalanced society.

In a decade, where do you expect the Estoril 
Conferences to be?

I wish that in the audience we keep seeing even more 
youngsters. Ten years ago, we had an audience of personalities, 
and the tendency is to have there more and more students. 
The conferences are for them; they are not a showroom for 
the cream of the crop and for the VIPs of Portugal. The Estoril 
Conferences are the stage where we put the debate of ideas 
that will impact our future. And our future needs to be right 
there to listen and question whoever is sitting on that stage.

This text is part of an interview published in “Visão” on May 2 2019

INTERVIEW
Miguel  
Pinto Luz,  

Deputy Mayor of Cascais

“In these 11 years, dozens  
of Nobel prizes have been here, dozens 

of former and current heads of state, 
entrepreneurs, academics...”

“...we treat Tony Blair the same  
way we treat an unknown academic.”

“They have to come and discuss  
on the traditional stages! And we have  

to confront this populist ideology.”

“Of course, people are  
concentrating a lot on the invitation  

to Joana Marques Vidal, to Sérgio Moro, 
who are or have been actors  

in Justice, but we will talk about issues 
that relate to the theme  

of Justice, but in its broader term,  
of human justice, of justice in such  

an unbalanced society.”
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Te chnologies are developing faster than ever before and 
the pace of change is almost difficult to follow. Previous 
generations were often faced with only one or two life

 altering changes during their lifetime. Humanity was given an opportunity 
to understand, adjust and assess the impact of those changes. Today, 
however, change is so rapid that the next step is often taken before we 
have even had a chance to evaluate the impact of the previous one.  

Leaders must reflect on the future, think about our children and 
about intergenerational justice, and while doing so must consider 
the consequences of the current pace of change. For example,  I 
recall a recent World Economic Forum report about the future  of 
jobs, which estimated that 65% of children entering the school 
system today will end up in careers that do not even exist yet. 
Moreover, recent UN Environment Programme and World Wildlife 
Federation reports - which address the effects of climate change 
and point to an alarming rate of environmental destruction - state 
that if we continue at this pace 50 per cent of species are at risk of 
local extinction.

Therefore, we need to openly discuss what this  means  for  the  
future of humanity. We must acknowledge the fact that the effects 
of technological advancement are both positive and negative. 
Positively, technological advancements have simplified the way we 
do things, saving time and increasing productivity, they have made 
it easier to communicate and  have  made  significant  innovations 
in health care and other sectors. On the other hand, technological 
developments have made many jobs obsolete, they have made us 
far too dependent on new tools, often resulting in growing isolation 
and inactivity - particularly with children - and we have yet to see 
the extent of their effects on the environment.

As a global community, we have set Sustainable Development Goals 
to be achieved by 2030. This was one of the most important efforts 
towards the universalization of human dignity. The goals attempt to 
address global challenges which we face today - poverty, inequality, 
climate, environmental degradation, trying to achieve prosperity, 
peace and justice for everyone.

When reviewing our efforts over the past few years, I am not 
convinced that we have managed to use technological advancements 
for the progress of the whole of humanity. On the contrary, in some 
ways technology is making the world more unequal, magnifying the 
divide.

Some improvements are evident in agriculture and education and 
should help us address the pressing global challenge of poverty 
and hunger. Yet, according to the World Energy Outlook for 2018, a 
billion people worldwide or 13 per cent of the World’s population are 
still without electricity. To double that, at least 2 billion people, or 26 
per cent of our planet’s population, use contaminated water sources 
and do not have access to decent sanitation systems.

It is evident that technologies are developing faster than our 
institutions, both locally and internationally, creating a gap, making 
it increasingly more difficult to find a roadmap for industry and for 
governments.

Therefore, I am convinced that empowering humanity to maximise 
the positive outcomes of technological advancements is absolutely 
necessary. In order to do so, we need to catch up to change. We 
must work together in order to use change to enrich our lives, 
enable justice and control the rate of environmental destruction.

If we don’t change our education systems, and accelerate the 
enforcement of regulations and the implementation of agreed 
measures we will continue to be a few steps behind.

So, how to do so and empower humanity?

First, increase access to education and urgently modernize our 
approach to education. Second, promote human technologies - 
humanity and technology must work together. Third, co-operate to 
build a resilient and compassionate global community. Last, but not 
least, provide for a world of equal opportunities.

CATCHING UP WITH CHANGE

EMPOWERING
HUMANITY

“We must acknowledge the fact that  
the effects of technological advancement 

are both positive and negative.”

“When reviewing our efforts  
over the past few years, I am not 

convinced that we have managed to use 
technological advancements for  

the progress of the whole of humanity.”

» Kolinda  
Grabar–Kitarović
President  
of Croatia

Education must be a priority in order to prepare our future 
generations to not only succeed, but to survive. Education is a basic 
human right and it is our responsibility to make appropriate 
education accessible. For this reason it is crucial that we 
urgently and drastically modernize education systems.

According to the UN, over 265 million children are 
currently out of school and 22% of them are of 
primary school age. In the past decade, major  
progress has been made towards increasing 
access to education

at all levels and advance enrolment rates in 
schools particularly for women and girls. Basic 
literacy  skills have improved tremendously, 
yet bolder efforts are needed to make even 
greater strides for achieving universal 
education goals.

Schools everywhere are trying to 
modernize education, replacing 
blackboards with screens and notebooks  
with laptops, but this is not enough. We 
need to have the courage for innovative 
pedagogies and to move away from 
the traditional one size fits all teaching 
methodology.

Schools should take into consideration 
that different students have different 
skills and learning styles, and teaching 
methodologies must be customized 
accordingly. Above all, we should be 
developing not only academic but also social 
skills and inclusion.

The pace of change and unfolding 
economic shifts brought on by 
automation, artificial intelligence 
and other technologies, 
which will inevitably result 
in huge job losses in 
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traditional manufacturing and industrial sectors, has made it difficult 
for educators to shape curricula and to prepare students for the 
workforce. I agree with many scholars who insist that education 
systems must put an emphasis on cross-functional skills – such as 
the ability to solve problems, communicate effectively and work 
with others – along with technical capabilities.

Reproducing something you have learned is no longer enough, the 
key to success is the ability to apply knowledge in an environment 
that is constantly changing. We need to promote collaboration and 
innovation. With the abundance of accessible information we need 
to teach our children how to filter and sort information and by doing 
so we need to foster compassion for others and for the protection 
of the environment. 

I am pleased to see that many international gatherings have recently 
highlighted the need to put the “human” back in technology led 
globalization. We must work together to make humanity a priority, 
enforce regulations, encourage transparency. Data accumulation 
and technological advancements should not be for the attainment 
of personal wealth but rather used to the benefit of humans and 
aggressively mobilized to address the biggest global issues 
concerning humanity. 

There are many areas in which technology can help in addressing global 
challenges: water and sanitation, food security, basic infrastructure 
development, agriculture development, climate change mitigation, 
health and education. More should be done to promote our collective 
social responsibility to create a better world for generations to come. 
We must recognize our critical role in shaping emerging technologies 
that will improve the overall state of humanity. 

Finally, to achieve this we need greater cooperation. Technological 
developments and globalization have enabled us to become 
better informed and interconnected. Information is instantly 
available and constantly circulating, making local issues - global 
issues. But I am not sure that we have become a more resilient or 
compassionate global community and I am not convinced that we 
have succeeded in promoting peace and justice within and beyond 
our borders with this surge of information. We cannot continue to 
stand idly by any longer.  

Globalization has turned our focus from nations to the individual, 
where the relationship between nations seems to be less significant. 
However, taking into consideration that the number of transnational 
and cross-cutting issues which affect us all is constantly growing, 
there seems to be a need to re-think our rights and our duties 
towards one another.   

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, enumerated thirty rights 
in “recognition of the … inherent dignity of all members of the human 
family.”  Since then, our “human family” has grown and we have 
become increasingly interconnected, but with those changes we 

have not managed to reduce human suffering. Here, too, we need 
to catch up to our commitments and our goals. 

In order to make significant strides forward, I am convinced that 
we need community driven development, starting with strong local 
communities and extending to a resilient and compassionate global 
community. We have all seen how smart phones, that are designed 
to connect us and improve communication, are actually pushing 
us away from each other, disconnecting us from our friends and 
families, and some may even say that we are losing our connection 
to reality, or our human contact. 

We have to recognize that we cannot survive alone, in isolation. 
We must remain connected or reconnect where ties have been 
lost. Communities are stronger than individuals, regardless of our 
differences.  Let’s not forget that humanity is like the fingers on 
a hand - each one different but connected together. Let us use 
our diverse unity to promote justice and to rise above the narrow 
confines of individualistic concerns and put humanity and the 
planet first.  Only by doing so will we ensure progress, excellence, 
individual well-being and, ultimately, survival.

“Globalization has turned  
our focus from nations to the individual, 
where the relationship between nations 

seems to be less significant.”

“Education must be a priority in order  
to prepare our future generations  

to not only succeed, but to survive.”
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Several countries have tried different strategies to 
stimulate growth, but Western economies do not seem to 
be successful in returning to the levels of the second half of 
the twentieth century. Have we reached some sort of speed 
limit, or have we simply been testing the wrong solutions?

There is some uncertainty about this, of course. There are two kinds 
of explanations for slow growth. One is that Europe and the United 
States of America are bogged down in regulations with negative and 
deficient effects to keep industries open to competition. In short: 
there is too much regulation resulting in too many delays and costs 
and little regulation to limit monopolies. The explanation I have long 
underlined is that people living in highly innovative countries have 
shown a lack of enthusiasm for innovation even during the post-war 
years or, in the case of the United States of America, there seems 
to be some loss of desire to try to innovate. The former problem 
concerns the State, while the latter concerns people.

What is stopping productivity growth?

In addition to the points I have already mentioned, we have also seen 
an increase in the power of the monopolies, precisely in the sector 
where, presumably, there would be room for much more innovation. 
We have also seen a huge growth in regulation, which should be 
particularly burdensome for small start-ups.

Some of the laws of economics that we held as sacred seem 
to be collapsing around us, as is the case of the relationship 
between unemployment and inflation. Are we reaching 
unexplored territory?

I have suggested that the global financial crisis [2008] has for some 
years provoked reluctance among workers to call for wage increases 
and has led companies to feel that they could risk by not giving these 
pay rises when they fear they are not able to transmit the cost in the 
form of higher prices.

Is there a disconnection between political leaders and the 
population? What has provoked it?

Many people feel that they are not represented in Washington 
and that only powerful companies and well-organized factions are 
capable of having what they want. This is created by the fact that 
these pressure groups can pay back to their representatives, helping 
them to be re-elected.

Populist leaders are taking advantage of this disconnection. 
What should be the contribution of the economists to this 
debate?

I have hope that the economists will defend the most unprotected, 
those who do not have enough power to get better conditions for 
their contribution. We should be talking about subsidies for low-
wage jobs and extending tax credit programs for income taxes to 
those who belong to a lower echelon - rather than being flattering 
to the upper-middle class - because they are decisive voters [swing 
voters] that can determine the outcome of the elections.

How will Donald Trump leave the US economy at the end of 
his term? Some fear that it will lead to a budget crisis.

I think he’s going to leave the economy as stagnant as he found 
it. There is no reflection on what has to be done to recover the 
dynamism that has driven growth over 100 years. With economic 
growth continuing to be slowing, there may be some sort of financial 
crisis. And I can imagine a budget crisis if the government realizes 
that it cannot raise enough tax revenue to pay for [budget] programs 
and public debt service.

Whether through the left or the right, the world seems to 
be inclined to follow a path of greater State intervention. Is 
this the right way?

It is the right path if the United States loses, in Abraham Lincoln’s 
words, its “passion for the new” and if it only wants the economic 
stability that can only come with a situation of immobility and 
greater wage equity, which can only come with a lower level of 
national income. But I want to think that the country is not yet so 
decadent. At least, not yet. We need more interventions. We need 
a Theodore Roosevelt and his rough riders to dismantle the huge 
monopolies that have been forming. It may be the case that more 
state interventions are desirable, such as subsidizing entry into 
college of young people from poorer families. At the same time, 
the economy is already covered by a set of state interventions that 
should be reduced or eliminated. It may take a decade, or two, to get 
permission to build a tunnel somewhere. I hope our politicians are 
prepared to give economic growth another chance. The survival of 
the US, as we know them, will depend on it.

This text is part of an interview published in “Visão” on May 9 2019

Edmund 
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2006 Nobel Prize 
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W h en I founded Women without Borders in late 2001, 
at a time when the world was grappling with the 
new realities of a post-9/11 world order, my team and 

I increasingly became aware of the glaring absence of women at 
decision-making tables. To be sure, security in male hands favoured 
hard power: chiefly military and law enforcement strategies that 
were often reactive and at odds with developments in communities 
from which the threats emerged. What I saw then was that the 
concept of preventing rather than countering violent extremism 
demanded a female-based security architecture centred on building 
trust and access at the local level. Through our community-based 
programming with women in vulnerable and isolated communities, 
we came across a potential ally who had until this point been entirely 
overlooked: the mother.

Our point of departure in this journey takes us back to 2011, when 
my team and I embarked

on a fact-finding mission and conducted a women leadership 
seminar in Tajikistan’s Sughd region. The evident link between the 
nature of parenting and the susceptibility of the youth to extremist 
groups dominated the discussions. The participants highlighted 
that a lack of guidance on the part of parents had increased 
their children’s susceptibility to recruitment by extremists. They 
identified successful communication with their children as the most 
effective possible remedy. As a key outcome, the creation of schools 
for mothers to provide women in their communities with the skills 
that they need to effectively support their children and prevent the 
spread of violent extremism was proposed.

With a clear directive in mind, our team set out to pursue the first in-
depth research project on mothers’ prospective role in the security. 
In 2015, we published the study findings ‘Can Mothers Challenge 
Extremism?’. We observed 1023 mothers’ attitudes towards, 
perceptions of, and experiences with radicalisation and violent 
extremism in their families and communities in Pakistan, Palestine, 
Israel, Nigeria, and Northern Ireland. The research revealed that 
although mothers are best suited and situated to recognise and 

react to early warning signs of radicalisation due to their place at the 
heart of the family, often they lack the appropriate space, structures, 
and training to develop the necessary competence and confidence 
to assume their prevention role.

Recruitment often does not initially target the ideological, but the 
individual level. Young people, grappling with questions about 
who they are, what they want, and where they belong, often 
think to find answers within the framework of extremist groups. 
These uncertainties need to be addressed and are a broad theme 
characterizing the preradicalization phase. It is evident that 
adolescents are most vulnerable to extremist ideas – a time when 
they are often still living at home. The current security approach 
simply does not capitalize on this fact. Family members, particularly 
mothers, uniquely positioned where the first signs of radicalization 
emerge, have the potential to serve as a barrier and as first 
responders. As key witnesses to the small changes in behavior, 
preferences, and habits mothers are instrumental in the prevention 
work.

On the basis of the study findings, we advanced the Women without 
Borders ‘MotherSchools: Parenting for Peace’ Model. The prevention 
programme provides a space for concerned and affected mothers 
to understand their role in creating a positive alternative to the lures 
of radicalization. MotherSchools focus on advancing active listening 
skills and building up empathy to address challenging situations 

that mothers face with their children in order to create a closer bond 
rather than further isolating them.

MotherSchools, which have been running in 15 countries to date, 
have shown that family members undoubtedly are the most effective 
and invested prevention (and presumably, though yet to be tested, 
reintegration systems), if they have the appropriate support to build 
up their self-confidence and skill-set when it comes to safeguarding 
their children, or indeed taking them back into their homes. Here I 
see that family-based strategies will be crucial at all stages. In short, 
families, starting with mothers, will have an obvious and central role 
to play in preventing returnees from re-engaging with extremism. 
Now more than ever we need to continue to harness the potential 
and leadership of mothers. I have seen countless break free from the 
very cycles of female suppression and traditional roles that theory-
based assumptions of late have suggested would be reinforced. 
On the contrary: the often gender policed environments of these 
mothers begin to be questioned, collectively. We are thus building 
communities of mothers that bring themselves out of isolation, that 
see them unite and strategize. To be sure, to focus on mothers as 
either victims or perpetrators is to ignore their positive potential and 
thus further isolate them.

Through our translational research we have managed to normalise 
the notion of mothers as effective prevention actors. Yet in order 
to realise this ‘parenting for peace’ philosophy in full, we are now 
working to include both parents. In studying the violence prevention 
potential of East African fathers and asking ‘can fathers challenge 
extremism?’, at Women without Borders we are developing a 
programme that brings fathers into the fold and leads to a more 
complete ‘parenting for peace’ approach. FatherSchools, as the 
programme may come to be known, promises to be more than just 
a mitigating measure. To our mind, fathers could become male role 
models in vulnerable communities where notions of masculinity often 
are linked to violence and parenting tends to remain the preserve of 
women. In this vein, fathers could be viewed as a missing puzzle 
piece in a family-based, whole-of-community security architecture.

The study on fathers’ prevention potential shows that fathers are 
anything but unwilling to step up to the plate. Despite identifying a 
lack of parental guidance as the greatest risk factor, they exhibit split 
self-confidence and decidedly are ambivalent towards and insecure 
about a number of parenting and security issues; they are evenly 
divided on key topics like their innate parenting talent and ability 
to recognise early warning signs of radicalisation. Yet the fathers’ 
conviction that both parents are viewed as the chief discussion 

partners for their children when problems arise points to their access 
and authority as effective intervention and prevention actors.

Parents have the strongest intervention potential in protecting 
young adult children from being attracted to radical messages and 
recruiters, and to ensuring that their children become responsible 
citizens and feminists in the process. Ultimately, sensitising fathers to 
their ‘parenting for peace’ responsibility and engaging them through 
FatherSchools could be a significant step in supplementing and 
building on the impact of MotherSchools around the world. With 
the right support and time investment, this family-based security 
strategy can continue to bring vulnerable individuals out of isolation, 
promote peaceful solutions, and advance a more gender-just future 
for youth growing up in traditional structures. As a global movement, 
Parenting for Peace will change the world.

Feminism has come a long way. For all the progress that we have 
witnessed in the wake of feminism’s many leaps from the twentieth 
century onwards, we have recently arrived in an era of setbacks. 
Often the signs of regression become noticeable when women begin 
to receive the blame for societal developments or issues. Recently, 
this has become especially apparent in the field that Women without 
Borders is working on: soft power security. While women’s potential 
as changemakers in the security arena was overlooked until fairly 
recently, gradually women were recognised and positioned as viable 
allies. Now, with the female returnees making headline news, media 
and think tank experts are perpetuating the notion of women as 
perpetrators. In matters of global security, therefore, women have 
gone from being overlooked and being viewed as passive victims 
to being seen as active perpetrators. Their potential and agency 
in a positive sense received attention only fleetingly. Yet all this 
ignores the changes that women with the appropriate blend of 
self-confidence and competence have made and could continue to 
make.

The Easter Sunday terrorist bombings in Sri Lanka remind us of the 
importance of building resilience from the ground up. As is often 
the case, local community members were recruited to execute the 
attacks. At Women without Borders, this is exactly the issue we 
focus on to prevent extremism from taking root in the first place, 
through MotherSchools, and soon through FatherSchools too.

“Through our community-based 
programming with women  

in vulnerable and isolated communities, 
we came across a potential ally  

who had until this point been entirely 
overlooked: the mother.”

“Recruitment often does  
not initially target the ideological,  

but the individual level.”

“MotherSchools, which have  
been running in 15 countries to date,  

have shown that family members 
undoubtedly are the most effective  

and invested prevention...”

“As a global movement, Parenting  
for Peace will change the world.”

“The Easter Sunday terrorist  
bombings in Sri Lanka remind us  

of the importance of building  
resilience from the ground up.”

office@women-without-borders.org

17

FEMALE
EMPOWERMENT 2.0

©Markus HintzenReader´s Digest

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE

» Edit Schlaffer
Founder and 
Executive Director 
Women without 
Borders



EC GLOBAL REVIEW | IN THIS EDITION | Number 8 May 201918 07

In  2019 the Council of Europe celebrates its 70th anniversary  
and the European Centre for Global Interdependence 
and Solidarity of the Council of Europe (more commonly

known as the North-South Centre) is proudly celebrating its 30th 
anniversary.

In 1989, in quite a different time and world, the North-South 
Centre was the appropriate response of the Council of Europe 
to the urgent question of inequalities and the need for solidarity 
on a global scale through dialogue. Three decades ago, in the 
context of the disparities in both hemispheres, aspiring at the 
same rights in a peaceful and sustainable manner in all corners 
of the Earth, the recognition of humankind’s diversity with equal 
opportunities for all was fundamental.

Since then and 30 years on, the Centre has provided a platform 
for North-South co-operation with the purpose of increasing 
public awareness of global interdependence issues and to 
promote solidarity, as the Council of Europe’s window to the 
world. Through dialogue, education, pedagogical tools and 
technical expertise, the Centre promotes more peaceful and 
inclusive societies, with justice for all, in line with the universal 
human rights principles, paying special attention to the youngest 
generations for a better world and future for all.

In doing so, the Centre bridges cooperation between countries, 
citizens, governments, parliamentarians, local and regional 
authorities and civil society, from Europe and beyond, through a 
bottom-up and multilevel approach, in a diverse and multicultural 
world promoting change for a meaningful and positive impact.

Nowadays we still face worldwide major political, economic, 
environmental and social changes. The new and difficult global 
challenges are testing the stability and peaceful development 
of our democratic societies. Current threats, such as the growth 
of extremism, radicalism, terrorism, populism, misleading 
nationalisms, racism, xenophobia, harassment and hate speech 
manifestations and attacks of all sorts to men and women, 
jeopardize human dignity and the respect for justice.

This current global order and its consequences remind us that 
the standards and values that underpin the existence of a 
North-South Centre remain as relevant today as they did thirty 
years ago.

The Centre focuses its work on youth cooperation, global education 
and empowerment of women thus strengthening human rights 
principles and values, democracy and the rule of law.

The North-South Centre’s work for the development of global 
education started in 1991 with pioneer regional seminars on the 
issue. They led to the drafting of the Global Education Charter 
in 1997, which became its reference background document. 
Since then, the North-South Centre has been contributing to 
the dissemination and enrichment of global education through a 
number of initiatives.

Global education is a pedagogical approach that fosters multiple 
perspectives and the deconstruction of stereotypes. It builds 
on the global dimensions of education for citizenship such as 
development, human rights, sustainability, peace and conflict 
prevention and intercultural dialogue. It lays on non-formal 
learner-centred and participatory methodology to foster critical 
analysis and active citizenship. 

The Youth Cooperation programme aims at increasing youth 
organizations involvement in decision making processes and 
youth policies through capacity building and networking 
activities, facilitating a structured dialogue between young people 
and decision makers, to address challenges related to youth 
participation, global education, democratic processes, peace and 
intercultural dialogue.

The Empowerment of Women programme seeks to achieve 
gender equality in the Euro-Mediterranean region by focusing 
on one of its main barriers: violence against women and girls. By 
supporting women’s participation in public and political life and 

encouraging cooperation at all levels, through the 
sharing of tools, methodologies and best practices. 

Since joining the team of the North-South, last year, 
I feel particularly honoured, proud and strongly 
motivated to be part of the celebration of all this 
work. 

By raising awareness about global interdependence 
and solidarity, the Centre fulfils a role of utmost 
relevance today: the promotion of intercultural 
dialogue and global education as tools for citizens 
to critically tackle the global challenges, through the 
diversity and richness of perspectives.

Let us remember that there is only “One World, Our 
World” and for it to be peaceful and sustainable 
we should join our efforts.

“...the North-South Centre  
was the appropriate response  

of the Council of Europe to  
the urgent question of inequalities  

and the need for solidarity...”

“The Centre focuses its work  
on youth cooperation, global  

education and empowerment of women 
thus strengthening human rights 
principles and values, democracy  

and the rule of law.”

“By raising awareness about global 
interdependence and solidarity, the 

Centre fulfils a role of utmost relevance 
today: the promotion of intercultural 

dialogue and global education as tools 
for citizens to critically tackle the  

global challenges, through the diversity 
and richness of perspectives.”

» José Rui  
Velez Caroço
Executive Director  
of the North-South  
Centre

ONE WORLD OUR WORLD

jose.caroco@oe.int
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We lcoming the readers of “Global Review”, I would 
like to express my gratitude to the publication for 
giving me the opportunity to present the process of

implementation of Agenda 2030 in Georgia. 

Following the adoption of the Agenda 2030 for Sustainable 
Development in September 2015, the Government of Georgia 
began respective nationalization process in order to ensure 
ambitious implementation pathway. Based on the preparedness 
and willingness of the state authorities, Georgia is meant to be 
a front runner in SDGs global process and was among the first 
reporters at the UN High-Level-Political Forum in 2016.

Architectural set-up for  
Agenda 2030 implementation in Georgia

•  The Government has offered high-level political support to 
incorporating the Agenda 2030 with its SDGs into national 
priorities. The review process already started in 2015 and 
was conceived as largely a high-level intra-governmental 
process involving all ministries and agencies. 

•  On the political and strategic level, the Agenda 2030 with 
its 17 SDGs represents the broadest set of overarching 
objectives. In this sense, SDGs can serve as the framework 
to encapsulate various sectoral policies and strategies. On 
another hand the Agenda 2030 changed the Governmental 
approach towards the policy planning, due to the fact that 
the government policy from standard-setting to effective 
implementation to a large degree depends on the availability 
of appropriate tools for policy formulation and evaluation. 

•  A dedicated SDG Council was set up at the Administration of 
Government to coordinate and monitor progress of Georgia 
on Agenda 2030 implementation. A separate SDG Secretariat 
is in charge of operational matters supporting the work of 
the Council. The Council consists of representatives of the 
government, international organizations and NGOs. Four 
thematic working groups have been established (on Social 
Inclusion, Economic Development, Rule of Law and Human 
Rights, Sustainable Energy and Environment Protection). 
Thematic working groups are co-chaired by NGOs. Statistical 
Office takes an active part in discussions. 

•  The efforts financed by the state budget towards sustainable 
development are bundled in the so-called SDG matrix with 17 
SDGs, 95 targets and 215 nationally differentiated indicators. 

Key elements for Georgia’s transformation  
to sustainable development 

•  Integration of the economic, social and environmental 
directions of sustainable development has been the key 
challenge for Georgia’s development in the past decades, 
further exacerbated by the need to create a new efficient, 
effective, lean and transparent system of governance.

•  Georgia’s initial successes prioritized efficiency of governance 
and economic growth. Consequently, the government has 
complemented its approach by measures to encourage 
economic development in sectors of economy that have 
higher propensity for sustainably boosting employment. 

•  Today, the Government’s priority is to create a system of 
policy-making, which will be flexible enough to adapt to 
the changes in economic and political environment, while 
continuously seeking to integrate economic, social, and 
environmental dimensions of development.  

•  It has been the policy of this Government to restore the 
balance by targeting the most vulnerable. Georgia has 
been implementing and planning a wide range of intra-
governmental work to reach the social inclusion and to 
promote sustainable development for country minorities. 
Government stays committed to implement the principle of 
leaving no one behind by developing inclusive policies for all 
the minority groups represented in the country. 

•  The Government of Georgia creates innovative approaches 
by developing e-monitoring and e-coherence systems that 
will enable effective and transparent monitoring of UN 
Sustainable Goals and integration of the national agenda 
with 2030 one. The electronic monitoring tools will support 

the distribution of up-to-date information about the 
performance of public agencies on subsequently all relevant 
targets of the SDGs, as well as creating instruments for 
coherent policy making.

The most important obstacles,  
challenges that we face

•  Mobilization of efforts from all stakeholder groups: We have 
kicked-off with a good process to engage civil society in our 
new planning and monitoring structures around Agenda 
2030 implementation. We are however not yet as active and 
successful in engaging the private sector and academia in 
the process. 

•  Policy coherence: Ensuring sustainable development is a 
matter of well-functioning policy coherence. With our new 
structures in Georgia that unite different actors and different 
ministries on the same table we look to further foster 
integrated approaches in policy-making. The RIA instrument 
is a concrete instrument in law-making that may also help to 
pave the way for a coherent legal framework conducive to 
sustainable development.

•  Data for sustainable development: In the early discussions 

during the nationalization process within the thematic 
working groups, weaknesses of the available statistical 
data have been identified, especially when it comes to 
disaggregated sectoral data and administrative statistics. 
This became especially apparent while working to translate 
the global indicators into the national ones, and when 
assigning the methodologically appropriate baseline and 
progress indicators. 

•  The identified data gaps demonstrate substantial need 
for upgrading Georgia’s national statistical research 
infrastructure and practices, which will require additional 
training, better financing and attraction of the necessary 
human capital.

» Revaz Beshidze
Ambassador of Georgia to Portugal

IMPLEMENTATION  
PROCESS OF 

AGENDA  
2030
IN GEORGIA

Lisbon.emb@mfa.gov.ge
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and tailored to our likes and dislikes – freely and without an 
authority to regulate what is said. Today, even what is real. But 
what happens in the future, when questions such as a robot’s 
decision to operate on a patient based on data turn out to be 
wrong? Or what is the limit to our freedom in an automated 
car that just will not let us break the law and speed up a little?

Combining technology and political theory, these are some of 
the many questions Jamie Susskind approaches in his book 
while underlining that our future will be a technological one 
and, as such, will undeniably need political choices. And as 
with any political choice, public information is needed.  But  
how can we do that when private companies such as Facebook 
or Google are like any other private company?

Much of our debates happen online. And we consume much 
of the information we use as fuel to our debates online. These 
companies decide how each of us receives its information 
and therefore they are the ones conducting the debate. 
Jamie Susskind argues that as long as tech firms keep their 
algorithms hidden and their policies obscure they cannot 
claim any legitimacy.

But this goes much further than Google or Facebook, or 
Twitter, or Instagram, etc. (take your pick). Many essential 
parts of our lives are already being scrutinized by algorithms: 
a computer decides which CV is better for your company and 
a computer decides if you should get a loan or what should 
be your insurance.

For thousands of years, we did what we pleased. We were free 
and unmonitored. Only a few were remembered  throughout 
the ages. But we are now living in an age in which what you  
had for  dinner last  night will be  recorded  for  posterity.  
Make  it count.

Jamie Susskind is not saying state intervention is the only 
solution. In fact, look at China, where local government is 
recording and compelling every citizens’ action so that then 
they can reward those who are well behaved. Susskind’s work 
is an important part of the discussion to the demands for more 
transparency in an increasingly technological world.

“The great political debate of the last century was about 
how much of our collective life should be determined by the 
state and what should be left to the market and civil society. 
In   the future, the question will be how far our lives should 
be directed and controlled by powerful digital systems - and 
on what terms?” Future Politics is the first step towards their 
definition.

» João Tiago Teixeira
Copywriter Estoril Conferences 

Future Politics: Living Together in a World Transformed  by  
Tech was the winner of the Estoril Conferences’ 2019 edition of 
the Estoril Global Issues Distinguished Book Prize. The author, 
Jamie Susskind, will be at the Estoril Conferences on May 27, 
to present and discuss his book with the audience.

The book tries to answer the question of how digital technology 
will transform politics and society in the future – and on what 
terms. We  live in an age where each one of our actions is up   
for grabs as a piece of data that is harvested and can be used 
against us.

Since the invention of computational power that it has been 
growing exponentially. Some optimists see these explosions 
as  an equivalent growth of our freedoms, which would, in 
theory, help to hold accountable previously unaccountable 
authorities. But as time passes on, optimism is dimming.

As stated at the beginning of the book: “in a world in which 
certain technologies will hold high power over us, those who 
control these technologies will increasingly control the  rest  
of us.”

Even now, but undoubtedly in the future, the way in which we 
recognize and interact with the world around us will inevitably 
be determined by what we share in social networks (which we 
will be a part of, if only because everyone else is a part of), by 
what we search in any search service (either innocently or not) 
and by the standardization of virtual reality and augmentation 
platforms. In short, cyber and physical space will become 
intertwine at the same rate speed as our computational power. 
And it’s fast.

Sooner rather than later, companies and high technological 
states will have the capacity to control our interactions and 
perceptions. It is not by chance that we humans are retreating 
back into territorial groups where we feel  secure  about how  
we feel and think – where we feel free.

Much, if not all, has been said about social networks. But 
they are the digital representation, not of life, but what life  
could become if we do not begin to mingle technology and 
politics. Their m.o. practically obliges us to only follow, read 
and listen to those who agree with our own points of view.  
Misinformation is abundant and those who would greatly 
benefit from a sane and factual discussion between opposing 
views are almost incapable of finding them. This is by design.

At the same time, every move we make is recorded and then 
used, among other things, for political campaigns targeted 
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