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ABSTRACT 
 
This thesis seeks to reconceptualise youth citizenship through an examination 

of the memories and imaginaries of young people from two different global 

settings in relation to a media event: The Summer Olympic and Paralympic 

Games in London 2012 and Rio de Janeiro 2016. By doing so, it proposes a new 

concept and framework – Jovencivic – based on the reworking and extension of 

three important analytical and theoretical strands: the role of the media in 

young people’s lives, memories and imaginations, and the significance of the 

North-South divide that needs to be problematised (McFarlane, 2006, , 2020). 

As a result, three questions are posed in order to understand the impact of 

these areas on youth citizenship. First, to what extent do global media events 

like the Olympics play a critical role in young people’s perceptions and 

performances of national, transnational, or transcultural identity? Second, 

how do the discursive memories and imaginaries of young citizens from 

distinctive North-South global settings contribute to the intangible legacies of 

the Olympics? Finally, what is the role of such memories and imaginaries as 

critical tools for youth engagement with society and the world?  

 

To answer these questions, the thesis examined the recollections and 

expectations of 209 young inhabitants from London and Rio de Janeiro in 

relation to the Games. Focus groups, individual interviews, and mind map 

exercises were employed to collect data from the participants, while semiotic 

and discourse analysis were the modes of analysis used throughout the 

research. As a half-Portuguese and half-English word, Jovencivic offers a 
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conceptual view of young people as different but connected in the globalised 

and mediatised world of the twenty-first century. It challenges dichotomised 

views of youth by proposing, instead, that youth citizenship is best envisioned 

and contemplated in a media landscape at the intersections between 

local/national/global and memory/imagination. 
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It was during my PhD studies that I officially became a British citizen, a very 

personal decision after living in the UK for almost the same amount of time as 

in Portugal. The ‘Life in the UK’ test that I undertook as part of my application 

coincided with the final years of this study. The decision to become a British 

citizen led me to engage in a deep reflection on issues related to belonging, 

geopolitics, national borders, and language. Most importantly, it made me 

interrogate the concepts of citizenship and identity. Who was I? Where did I 

belong? What opportunities, boundaries, and ideals circumscribed my 

identity? To what extent had mediated and culturally embedded aspects of 

Portugal and the UK shaped my identity during the years in which I had lived 

in both countries? Against such a background, how did I perceive the world 

around me? Emerging from a long personal and academic passion for media, 

youth, and citizenship studies, I realised that I was, de facto, part of the 

phenomenon discussed in this research.  

 

As a young citizen influenced by two cultures, at times I recognise myself as 

neither completely British nor Portuguese. Perhaps I feel more European than 

anything else. I feel fortunate to have been born into a family setting where 

access to media and education was not restricted by either class or gender and 

was not conditioned by political regimes. Throughout different moments of 

my life, I have drawn on memories to reflect about the present. In a similar 

way, I have projected and imagined multiple futures based on mediated first- 
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and second-hand past experiences across different milieus. Memory has thus 

always played an important role in my life. In fact, while some associate 

Portuguese identity with nostalgia (Connell and Gibson, 2003; De Almeida, 

2004; Silva, 2012), I prefer to distance myself from such a belief. Instead, while 

living in the UK, I realised how my personality was being tamed and was often 

replaced with nourishing thoughts of past as well as imaginary experiences. 

As I grew older, there was always a desire to have a different life, or perhaps 

a different identity, constantly in flux and ever-changing.  

 

In the same way that Lewis Carroll’s classic English novel Alice in Wonderland 

(Carroll, 1917, 2011) illustrates the power of a child’s imagination as a utopian 

view of world, I also see a lot of my childhood and teenage years concealed in, 

for example, Portuguese writer Fernando Pessoa’s idea of memory as 

‘consciousness inserted in time’ (Pessoa, 2005, p. 34), which inevitably 

constitutes part of my Portuguese/British identity. I, too, often look back in a 

reflective way and forwards in an imaginary manner to redefine myself across 

time and different worlds.  

 

But why study youth, memory, and the media? As a young female researcher 

born in the late 1970s in Portugal, I still recall my first encounter with the 

exciting developments of the internet. Part of the generation that can 

remember the annoying yet exhilarating sounds of dial-up modems, I had no 

idea back then how much this and other forthcoming technological advances 

would change the world around me, including the emergent plethora of new 
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ways to communicate with others. It was not until recently, however, while 

living abroad in one country and travelling to others, that it dawned on me 

that gender, geopolitics, and class were all determining factors. Along with the 

media, all these factors have a significant impact on identity and thus 

citizenship values.  

 

Media still remain to the present day a critical aspect of my life, contributing 

to my understanding of the world, how I acknowledge others, and my values 

of citizenship beyond traditional concepts of nationality or the nation state. 

Media have also enabled me, over these years, to constrain the distance and 

soften the crises of longing while living abroad. Thoroughly embedded in my 

life, I took technology for granted until I began to enquire into the extent to 

which my generation was perhaps a lucky one, born into an epoch of digital 

breakthroughs and reaping the benefits afforded by citizenship and 

globalisation.  

 

While reminiscing on this, I realised how much I had changed in tandem with 

technology. I had become reliant on media without questioning all these 

developments. As I grew older, my political, cultural, and citizenship choices 

were, by and large, influenced by global media consumption and, to a certain 

extent, by shared communication with others, be it music, news stories, or 

conversations with friends and family. Motivated by all these factors, I shifted 

my academic attention towards the interdisciplinary relationship between 

youth, media, and memory. I wished to understand the role of memory, 
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imagination, and belonging as important elements for rethinking and 

sometimes deconstructing notions of youth citizenship in the current global 

media ecology.  

 

While living in the UK, I had the opportunity to notice the developments in 

London as the city prepared itself to host one of the most important sporting 

events in the last decade: the 2012 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games, 

which would later be utilised in this research as a significant global mass 

media case study for exploring national and transnational youth identity. This 

experience led me to pursue a Master’s degree in Youth, Media, and 

Citizenship. Later, I embarked on a PhD, which allowed me to explore all these 

aspects with scientific precision. At that point, London was recovering from 

the nationalistic extravaganza of the 2012 Olympic Games, whereas Rio de 

Janeiro was preparing itself to host a better and more grandiose 2016 

Olympics. In both cases, legacy was the buzzword that echoed across diverse 

media platforms, encompassing tangible discourses such as budgets and 

gentrification (Cashman, 1998; Girginov and Preuss, 2018, 2021). As a global 

media event, the Games appeared as an exciting case study for this 

interdisciplinary research. Given that most studies focusing on youth and 

media tend to draw on examples of concrete media genres, such as television, 

social media, or newspapers, this youth-centric study instead aims to explore 

two under-researched aspects of the Olympics: the role of media events on 

youth citizenship at a global level and the significance of memories and 
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imaginaries of the Games as part of global, local, and transnational youth 

citizenship.  

As a result, this study comprises two samples of youth discourses from 

globally different settings across the North-South divide, separated by time, 

space, and historical idiosyncrasies. In spite of this, the participants’ narratives 

overlap in a media landscape, offering a different, if not utopian, perspective 

of youth citizenship. To put it another way, and borrowing Pessoa’s words, 

such discourses may provide a distinctive way of looking at societies and the 

world, perhaps overly idealistic but nevertheless significant because: 

the feelings that hurt most, the emotions that sting most, are those 
that are absurd: longing for impossible things, precisely because 
they are impossible, nostalgia for what never was, the desire for 
what could have been, regret over not being someone else, 
dissatisfaction with the world’s existence. All these half-tones of the 
soul’s consciousness create in us a painful landscape, an eternal 
sunset of what we are (Pessoa, 2002, p. 196). 

 

Similarly, an important quest throughout the thesis is to recognise youth 

identity as part of self-contemplation. In this sense, questions such as the one 

posed by Alice in her journey are seen as fundamental to the search for other 

youth identities and global citizenship: ‘Who in the world am I? Ah that’s a 

great puzzle!’ (Carroll, 2011, p. 170).!  
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

This research explores the discourse of young people’s memories and 

imaginaries of a media event, the Olympic Games, as part of their engagement 

with society and a reflection on citizenship. It does so by exploring the 

interconnections between youth perceptions of the 2012 Olympic Games in 

London and the 2016 Games in Rio de Janeiro from the perspective of media 

and memory scholarship (Van Dijck, 2007; Dayan and Katz, 1992; Garde-

Hansen, 2011; Keightley and Pickering, 2012), two areas that conjointly have 

not been considered in great depth when thinking about youth and 

citizenship. While topics around logic, language, or even references to 

creativity are sometimes implicit in youth imagination, this study claims that 

they are equally essential approaches for unveiling the diversity of youth 

discourses across cultures, paving the way for other types of civic engagement 

and different senses of citizenship for young people.  

 

With this in mind, this thesis builds upon different theoretical perspectives to 

illustrate why memory and imagination are, along with the media, 

complementary and desirable when seeking to understand the relationship 

between youth identity and citizenship in the current media environment. In 

doing so, it claims that the discursive acts of recalling and imagining world-

scale events, like the Olympic Games, emerge in a new framework around 
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which distinctive youth identities and multiple senses of citizenship can best 

be understood and conceptualised.  

 

In broader terms, such an approach defines and lays the groundwork for this 

thesis’s research questions and for a new proposed concept – Jovencivic - 

which emerges throughout this study’s theoretical framework. Etymologically 

formed by two contrasting words – Jovem and Civic – from distinct languages 

(Portuguese and English), this neologism challenges traditional conceptions of 

youth citizenship and its relationship with the public sphere by contemplating 

the role of the memories and imaginations of young people from different 

global divide contexts (North-South divide) as a new performative civic 

engagement with society.  

 

This research focuses on a group of young inhabitants from London and Rio 

de Janeiro whose multiple narratives and discourses concerning the Olympic 

Games taking place in their city have enabled the researcher, and themselves 

as subjects, to contemplate other forms of youth citizenship beyond those 

currently propounded in various academic fields. The need to re-think youth 

citizenship emerges from a perceived research gap within the cross-

fertilization of other subfields, particularly memory and media studies (see 

Chapter 2). Additionally, different temporal, spatial, and multiple 

understandings of youth citizenship have long been identified as significant 

for working towards a new research agenda (Wood, 2016). This is because the 
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concept of youth has not only been a widely contested one, but is also no 

longer associated with the condition of being young (Bennet, 2007). Instead, 

the relationship between youth and citizenship in contemporary societies is 

increasingly multidimensional and contemplated beyond fixed age categories. 

Being young involves different identities that are often connected with each 

place's historical, socio-economic, and legal circumstances. 

 

Similar to other scholars' views, this thesis considers youth as a fluid concept 

(McEnvoy-Levy, 2013; Krasteva, 2016) and a fragmentary reflection of young 

people's different cultural and social backgrounds. In other words, youth is 

perceived in this thesis as a socially and culturally determined group within 

society and a transitional phase that may involve different ages and categories. 

To that end, I claim that by exploring young people’s memories and 

imaginaries of a mega-event, this study reveals how different interpretations 

of societies and the world are symptomatic of young people’s own sense of 

civic engagement and citizenship.  

 

Specifically, the gap identified in the academic scholarship at the intersection 

between media, youth, and memory prompted the need to research youth 

citizenship using a different approach. Memory and imagination are well-

known themes recurrently used in children’s books and other classic novels 

for young people, yet little is known about these academic fields regarding 

youth identity and their knowledge of the world in our current mediatised 
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society. Furthermore, following a review of the current literature in these fields 

(see Chapter 2), it became clear that both memory and imagination have 

mainly been explored in the context of adults’ lives or as academic fields, by 

means of an educational and sociological approach to children’s imaginaries 

(Corsaro, 2017; Sarmento and Trevisan, 2017). While the media play a critical 

role in young people’s lives, the academic fields of memory and imagination 

have lagged behind as critical contributions to scholarship that integrates 

media and youth studies. As a result, this research seeks to fill the gap in the 

existing interdisciplinary approach to youth studies by combining these three 

areas into a new analysis of youth citizenship. The objective is not to explore 

the global context of youth civic engagement or citizenship, as this area is 

rather well established in global academia. Instead, the cross-examination 

proposed here emerges from the significant role of youth memories and 

imaginaries of world events in their cities as performances of citizenship at 

different levels.  

 

More specifically, this thesis examines the narratives of two samples of young 

inhabitants from their respective, and contrasting, Global North-South 

settings in relation to one of the most mediatised world events in their cities: 

the London 2012 and Rio de Janeiro 2016 Summer Olympic and Paralympic 

Games. Although these two case studies represent distinct cultural contexts, 

the purpose is to investigate the retrospective and prospective views of young 

inhabitants around a world media event. On the one hand, such an approach 
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demonstrates how the concept of the “mnemonic imagination” (Keightley and 

Pickering, 2012) functions in both cases as a key element for youth civic 

engagement, by demonstrating the intrinsic and creative relationship between 

both memory and imagination. On the other hand, it fosters an inclusive 

discursive space, with the new proposed framework for young people from 

different contexts and backgrounds.   

 

Through a close examination of young Londoners’ recollections of the 2012 

Olympic Games and the expectations and imaginaries of young Cariocas1 

ahead of the 2016 Games, the following research questions will be answered: 

  

What is the role of mega- and mediatised events, such as the Olympic Games, 

 in young people’s perceptions and enactments of national identity and 

 citizenship values? 

 How do young people relate to these events, and how do they recall or 

 construct their memories of past and their expectations of future Games?  

 To what extent do memories and imaginaries provide a new and original 

 conceptual framework for assessing and understanding youth citizenship 

 about a mega media event? 

 

!
!!Carioca is the noun and adjective used to refer to the inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro, 
as well as anything related to Rio.!
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While youth citizenship, and more specifically young people’s relationship 

and engagement with the state, communities and other civic performances, 

underpin these research questions, other themes emerging from the 

participants’ discourses, such as different enactments of identity, nationalism, 

pride, critical awareness of the commercial side of the Games, and 

sponsorship, are also claimed to be a result of modern globalisation and thus 

implicated in notions of youth citizenship. Furthermore, the idea of the 

Olympic legacy (Cashman, 1998; Girginov and Preuss, 2018, 2021) is viewed 

in this context as part of the intangible legacies intrinsically connected with the 

participants’ memories, imaginaries and, as discussed in the following 

chapters, contemplated as significant to youth identity and citizenship across 

different times and spaces.  

 

This youth-centric research challenges current perceptions of young people as 

a group that is politically disengaged from society (Cammaerts, et al., 2014; 

Sloam and Henn, 2019).  It also contests the idea of citizenship as only 

circumscribed to nations and states. Instead, and in line with other scholars’ 

views (e.g. Henn, Weinstein and Wring, 2002; Norris, 2004; Harris, Wyn and 

Younes, 2010), the younger generations across the world are in fact actively 

engaged as political actors, but often through a wide range of practices that 

may not necessarily take the shape of traditional action or participation linked 

to the nation. Furthermore, one of the reasons why research on youth and 

citizenship may have been overlooked is precisely because of the complexity 
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of defining youth as full citizens, or of ascertaining in a categorical form what 

constitutes “youth” in different contexts. In order to legally participate in 

society, young people are required to have access to specific rights that are 

only attributed to adults. Additionally, the idea of young people as full citizens 

is viewed with scepticism by both young people and adults as young people 

are required to act like adults in order to participate in society when, in fact, 

they are not treated as such (Hall et al., 1999; Beauvais et al., 2001). In its place, 

research on youth citizenship is no longer defined in terms of age categories 

but rather as a set of qualities or skills needed to participate in society. 

Therefore, in this study, citizenship is conceptually framed as going beyond 

the legal obligations implemented by nation-states and instead focused on 

other essential practices that relate to the nature of subjects in modern politics 

(Turner, 1993). As a result, youth are positioned differently within the public 

sphere, as they offer alternative modes of participation in and engagement 

with societies relevant to the broader and sometimes imaginary public sphere 

(Arendt, 1958; Habermas, 1991, 2018). 

 

Additionally, this research emphasises the role of media as a platform for 

democratic participation (Dahlgren, 2013a, 2013b), particularly regarding 

topics that are not necessarily relevant in one place but may intersect with the 

local, national and transnational public spheres. As this implies, notions of 

youth and active citizenship are epistemologically reviewed and 

reconceptualised in this thesis against conventional and legalistic ideas of 
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citizenship (Buckingham, 2000; Dahlgren, 2000; O’Toole et al., 2003; Smith et 

al., 2005). Similarly, the view of young citizens as part of the wider public 

sphere is reframed to contemplate existing transnational and cosmopolitan 

approaches to the public sphere (Beck, 2002; McLaughlin, 2004; Beck and 

Sznaider, 2006; Brownell, 2012; Fraser, 2014). Simply put, this study agrees 

with the perspective that, as a research field, youth should be examined using 

a variety of conceptual and theoretical tools that help rethink young people’s 

accounts and discourses in terms of their social worlds (Rattansi and Phoenix, 

2005).  

 

In order to answer the proposed research questions, I analysed the 

participants’ discursive recollections and imaginaries of the Olympic Games 

using the newly proposed framework of Jovencivic, as my contribution to 

knowledge, which is underpinned by the theoretical fields of memory, media, 

and youth studies. Such an approach sought to reveal multiple perceptions of 

the world and different interpretations of youth belonging. To that end, 

stereotypes rooted in the conceptualisation of a North-South divide are 

deconstructed and reframed based on the participants’ different views of their 

cities (London and Rio de Janeiro), local milieus, national contexts, and 

perceptions of global affairs. Therefore, the new framework presented in this 

thesis functions as a platform to foster further visibility and inclusiveness for 

multiple youth expressions and feelings. These are seen as inherently 

embedded in young people’s constructions of identity and, ultimately, 



!

!

!

-!

citizenship values. The framework also explores different performances of 

citizenship utilising various theoretical and analytical approaches that shed 

light on how young people connect with the world at different times and in 

various spaces. The purpose of this multifaceted approach is to connect the 

discursive performances to participants’ own personal and mediated 

trajectories and their sense of civic engagement, while looking backwards and 

forwards in relation to the Olympics in a globally connected world. Thus, 

youth citizenship is conceptually expanded upon and reconceptualised to 

accommodate different temporal and spatial youth enactments and mediated 

embodiments of the world.  

 

The participants’ memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games are 

contemplated as meaningful cross representations of different worlds and 

senses of belonging. In other words, I argue that youth citizenship is 

performed in and through the different practices of young people’s 

recollections and imaginaries of a media event. To a large degree, such an 

approach contradicts other existing frameworks that address youth 

citizenship based on dualisms or stereotypes, or as simple containers of 

collective national memories (Törnquist-Plewa, 2018). Instead, this thesis 

builds on research that views youth identities and citizenship as fluid and 

media-influenced (Bauman, 2013). It contends that memory and imaginaries 

are key to understanding young people’s view of the world and imagined 

communities (Anderson, 2004), thus transcending local and national borders. 



!

!

!

%.!

This approach, I argue, offers new insights into youth experiences that become 

assimilated perceptions of the wider society (Mills, 2000).  

 

In terms of the empirical work undertaken in this study and the analysis of 

participants’ recollections and imaginaries of the respective Olympic Games, 

memory and imagination are viewed as multidirectional and ongoing, as 

opposed to being static (Rothberg, 2009; Jones and Garde-Hansen, 2012). 

Hence, I build on the work of scholars whose studies into memory and 

imagination support the claim that participants’ memories are not only about 

the past but also about helping them to act appropriately (Rigney, 2005; Erll, 

2011a; Keightley and Pickering, 2012), and to foster civic engagement within 

society in the present and future. Therefore, both theoretically and 

analytically, youth memory and imaginaries are seen as involving different 

types of experiences (i.e. first- and second-hand, mediatised, and collective). 

The participants’ discourses, when taken together, are expected to ascribe 

meaning to youth citizenship, not only regarding their past actions and 

experiences but also their present lives and projected futures (Keightley, 2010). 

 

From a critical and more hybrid perspective, performances of citizenship are 

analysed in this research by drawing on theories of cosmopolitanism (e.g. 

Beck, 2002; Beck and Sznaider, 2006) and transnational citizenship (e.g. 

McLaughlin, 2004; Brownell, 2012; Fraser, 2014). By building on such theories, 

this study suggests that youth engagement with society should be considered 



!

!

!

%%!

as what Ulrich Beck and other scholars have claimed to be a ‘dialogic 

imagination perspective’, thus based on ‘an imagination of alternative ways of 

life and rationalities, which include the otherness of other’ (Beck, 2002, p. 18). 

Through cosmopolitanism, it is also possible to grasp and examine youth 

discourse beyond national topics, including discourses that transcend local, 

regional, or even national contexts, thus establishing different understandings 

of youth identity at transnational and trans-local levels.  

 

Media play a vital role in establishing these connections at different levels. As 

a second-hand mediated experience of events, media shape the rhetoric, 

identity, and civic engagement of young people across time and space. They 

also have more significant implications for young people’s memories and the 

construction of their imaginaries. In this case, mass media events such as the 

Olympic Games highlight how young participants perceive and understand 

the ‘Other’, which is also very much entrenched in what they consume, read 

or watch through different media platforms. In this context, as a global and 

highly mediatised event, the Olympics offers a perspective on media as 

intrinsically enmeshed with memories and imaginaries. Thus, national, local, 

and transnational identities arising from the memories and imaginaries of the 

Games are elevated in a mediated and media-saturated world. It is equally 

through media discourses and practices – in this case relating to the Olympic 

Games – that young participants correspondingly confer meaning to their 

pasts and futures and mediate their memories and imaginaries (Van Dijck, 
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2007; Garde-Hansen, 2011). In other words, by looking backwards and 

forwards in relation to the Olympic Games in their cities, a convoluted yet 

thought-provoking discourse placed at the intersection between remembering 

and imagining emerges as part of participants’ idealisations of their milieus. 

 

Despite the existing body of research relating to memory across different 

areas, such as society, religion, politics, and indeed human perceptions of the 

world (Arendt, 1958; Anderson, 2004; Levitas, 2010), to my knowledge 

research on youth memories and imaginaries of specific world events as part 

of citizenship and relationship with the public sphere is understudied. 

Although young people are more predisposed to exploring the boundaries 

between reality and fantasy and are prone to be at the mercy of their 

imaginative powers (Piaget, 1972; Brann, 1991; Freud, 1995), this research 

suggests that memory and imagination are equally crucial for their 

development as critical citizens. Further, except for a few emerging and 

noteworthy studies that unite research on both youth and memory, such as 

the Kindertransport Project and One Million Life Stories of the Museu da 

Pessoa (Worcman and Garde-Hansen, 2016), scholarship dedicated to the 

transdisciplinary fields of memory, youth, and media is still led, by and large, 

by the field of Psychology (Anderson et al., 2003; Sarmento, 2003).  

 

As a result, by re-imagining youth citizenship, this research explores the role 

of young people’s experiences, memories, and imaginaries of the present, past, 
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and future, which constantly creatively interact with each other in a highly 

mediatised environment (Keightley and Pickering, 2012). While the memories 

of and imaginaries surrounding mega-events are central to making sense of 

experiences, media are equally important, given that they are embedded in 

participants’ discourses and, to a large extent, affect how their memories and 

imaginaries are constructed and construed in the current media-saturated 

environment (Hoskins, 2001). 

 

1.1 ON THE IDEA OF JOVENCIVIC 

With a view to reconceptualising youth citizenship, the framework developed 

in this research harnesses the significance of the memories and imaginaries of 

young people in relation to the Olympics, but could equally be applicable to 

other media or mega-events and phenomena that have an impact on their 

lives. Jovencivic emerges as a necessary concept that builds on and extends 

traditional and conventional views of youth participation in society. Formed 

from two different words (jovem, meaning young contracted with another 

word ending in “n” and civic, meaning civic engagement), the concept 

underpins the rich diversity of discourses of young inhabitants from two 

contrasting contexts (i.e. countries in the North and South) that, even though 

different, come together to challenge notions of youth citizenship in the 

current globalised world.  It also challenges homogenising views of youth 

within and across these two settings by highlighting notions of inclusion and 

exclusion as well as differences in class, gender and political views. This 
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approach differs from other theories of youth participation identified in the 

literature review. It draws on the discourses of young peoples’ memories and 

imaginaries from different contexts around a mega-event as part of their active 

engagement with society. Hence,  it fosters a new discursive space that is 

inclusive grounded on three key areas: youth, media and memory.  

 

As a theoretical concept, Jovencivic builds on and extends epistemologies of 

memory and media briefly touched on in the previous section (Dayan and 

Katz, 1994; Rothberg, 2009; Garde-Hansen, 2011; Keightley and Pickering, 

2012) and that will be expanded upon in Chapter 2 – Literature Review. For 

example, it draws on the concept of ‘the mnemonic imagination’ (Keightley 

and Pickering, 2012), which helps us to understand the reconciliation process 

between youth memories and imaginaries of mega-events as two intimate 

performances that are constantly related. It also stresses the work of media and 

memory scholars regarding global and media-saturated societies and their 

impact on memory and imaginaries (Hoskins, 2001), and the role of youth 

mediated memories (Van Dijck, 2007) of the Olympics in terms of civic 

engagement (Jenkins, 2007, 2011).  

 

These concepts and theoretical contributions support the main argument 

made in this research. On the one hand, young people’s memories and 

imaginaries of the Olympics cannot be separated as they intersect in a creative 

and symbiotic manner. On the other hand, both memory and imagination are 
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also increasingly mediated, and therefore the idea of ‘new memory’ (Hoskins, 

2001, p. 334) in a media environment needs to be considered while examining 

young participants’ discourses. Accordingly, based on their experiences of 

past world events or festivals (e.g. World Cup, Olympics, FIFA Confederation) 

and engaging imaginatively with the past, across time and space, young 

individuals continuously rearrange ‘the hotchpotch of experience into 

coherent narratives (Keightley and Pickering, 2012, p. 43) and confer meaning 

to their worlds and their identities, both privately and publicly. As a complex 

yet relevant process, the mnemonic imagination functions as a theoretical 

background for engaging with the interaction between participants’ creative 

imaginaries of past and future actions, allowing for a better understanding of 

their views of the world. 

 

Given the ubiquity of the media in shaping our perceptions of the world, the 

Olympic Games offers a critical understanding of the implications of the mass 

media for young people’s global, national, and local enactments of 

engagement and belonging. Thus, youth recollections and imaginaries of the 

Games are reviewed against the context of an increasingly mass-mediated 

world as ‘forged, or at least mediated, at a global level, if not a global 

community’ (Hoskins, 2001, p. 334).  

 

On the one hand, Jovencivic embraces the creative and imaginative conditions 

under which each young participant may confer meaning to their memories 
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and imaginaries of the Olympic Games. Subsequently, it reveals different 

identity performances and critical views of citizenship that would not be 

otherwise possible to grasp. On the other hand, the highly mediatised and 

media-saturated contexts that shape the same memories and imaginaries of 

the Games are just as important. As this suggests, both ‘the mnemonic 

imagination’ and the ephemeral role of the media in the process of creatively 

imagining are intrinsically entrenched in participants’ discourses, which will 

be demonstrated in the analytical chapters. 

 

Furthermore, Jovencivic reconsiders the role of youth memories in relation to 

mega-events in their cities and the impact of the media against the backdrop 

of contrasting worlds, i.e. the North-South divide, by reframing youth 

engagement and civic participation as performances that at times stretch 

beyond conceptual views of national contexts. The North-South is 

deconstructed through the discourses and enactments from the respondents, 

by drawing on scholars such as Müller’s work on the Global East (Müller, 

2020) and McFarlane (2006) about lessons learned from the North-South 

divide.  

 

In the London context, the focus was on young people's recollections of the 

2012 London Olympic Games, whereas in Rio de Janeiro, participants were 

prompted to imagine the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games ahead of the 

event. Despite taking place at different times and spaces, in both cases, the 
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framework works as an inclusive platform, with the view to enabling multiple 

views of past experiences (first-hand and mediated) and, similarly, different 

perspectives on the future. The creative reconstruction of past and future 

actions and experiences, both at individual and collective levels, is this thesis’s 

original contribution to the literature and one that is significant for 

understanding young people's engagement with the world. At the heart of this 

empirical work are the participants' discursive recollections and imaginaries 

of the Olympics from these two different milieus, forming the basis of active 

and inclusive participation (in other words, Jovencivic).  

 

Citizenship and belonging, as claimed before, are contemplated from varied 

and multiple viewpoints as increasingly connected across the mediascape, in 

addition to each young person’s social, economic, and historical differences. 

Therefore, citizenship is reconceptualised by employing a bottom-up 

approach, drawing on young people’s discourses and active participation 

through their imaginaries and memories of a mega-event that seeks to 

contribute to a better world (Falk, 1993). 

 

Moreover, a new agenda for youth citizenship research is proposed to respond 

to the existing gap identified in interdisciplinary studies of youth, media, and 

memory. The current state of play in research around youth and media is 

either overtly focused on youth access (Livingstone, 2002) or on how the media 

portray this group (Bessant and Hill, 1997). As a result, this research paves the 
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way for a better understanding of youth agency and thus citizenship and 

provides a different level of visibility for youth discourses. 

  

The current body of research dedicated to examining the impact of media and 

new technologies – specifically the internet – on young people, either takes the 

approach of reception studies (i.e. young people’s usage of different media 

platforms), with a focus on literacy (Livingstone, 2002) or takes a more social-

centric perspective by examining the extent to which these technologies are 

becoming an integral part of young people’s lives (Buckingham, 1993, 1999, 

2008, 2013; McMillan and Morrison, 2006). With a slightly different take on 

Habermas’s theory of the public sphere2 (McLeod, 2000; Bakker and Vreese, 

2011; Theocharis, 2011), other studies have been equally important in 

identifying the multiple ways in which the media support civic participation 

among young people. As will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 2, these 

are undeniable significant academic contributions towards understanding the 

role of the media as a tool for democratisation and development for young 

people. Yet, one of the research gaps identified in the literature review (see 

Chapter 2) suggests that such approaches lack the interdisciplinary angle 

proposed by this research, i.e. an examination that contemplates memories 

!
2 Habermas’ is known for coining the concept of public sphere, based on the idea of a domain 
of social life through which public opinion can be formed. In his work “The structural 
transformation of the public sphere: An inquiry into a category of bourgeois society” 
(Habermas, 1991) he describes the public sphere as an area of social life and common place for 
private people who engage in critical public debate by articulating the needs of society with 
the state. 



!

!

!

%-!

and imaginaries of mega-events in relation to local, national, and global 

contexts. 

 

Bearing in mind that the study of remembering often lies at the intersection 

between private lives, social relationships, and public culture, ultimately 

contributing to the construction of personal and collective identities 

(Halbwachs, 1992; Keightley, 2008), the media, as one of the most important 

sources of our information, inevitably pervades these practices. As Keightley 

(2010) suggested, this type of examination is only made possible by 

distinguishing memory studies from historical research. Furthermore, when 

using memories and imaginaries of phenomena as a method, as is the case in 

this study, the participants’ narratives are equally important since they do not 

simply reflect experiences but are the outcome of a process of reconstruction 

that requires further attention and analysis (Keightley, 2010, pp. 67–68). It is 

precisely around the complexity of reconstructing and deconstructing 

memory and imaginary narratives that this study situates its contribution. The 

proposed framework builds on memory studies, both as a method and object 

of research, by supporting the idea that memory studies may be applied to 

under-researched areas and from different angles, such as youth citizenship, 

which is the case in this thesis. 
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1.2 WHY YOUTH AND THE OLYMPICS? 

Considered an important part of the wider public sphere, young people are 

frequently targeted in governmental policies and other important public 

initiatives (Bessant, 2003), an example of which is the discourse from the 

Olympic organisations and host cities throughout the bidding process for the 

London and Rio de Janeiro Games. This type of rhetoric presents, if anything, 

an emotional view of young inhabitants as future citizens. Yet, it also 

reinforces the ‘youth question’ as a complex topic that has nevertheless been 

under scrutiny by governments, policymakers and researchers, especially 

regarding their engagement with the public sphere (Cammaerts et al. , 2014; 

Briggs, 2017; Chou et al., 2017).  

 

The idea of youth as targets of these government discourses is contested and 

problematised in this research. Instead, what is suggested is that, as part of 

such events’ legacy plans and discourses, further consultations with or a closer 

examination of young people’s views is lacking. The problem often relates to 

the view of young people as a homogenous group when, in fact, they are, as 

adults, active social actors with complex identities and their own lived 

experiences (Burke, 2005; Weller, 2007; Tsekoura, 2016). This approach is 

critical to understanding the multiple views of young people and, in line with 

it, to rethink the impact of the Olympic Games’ legacies.  
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In the case of the London 2012 and Rio de Janeiro 2016 Games, the younger 

generations were explicitly targeted as part of the wider legacy plan by various 

entities linked to the Games, particularly at a national level (Girginov and 

Hills, 2008; Wagg, 2016; Kirakosyan, 2020). As one of the most important 

words in the Olympics movement, the discourse of ‘legacy’ is presented by 

such entities as an opportunity for the host countries and their respective cities 

to promote the best of themselves, be it locally, nationally, or globally 

(McGuinness, 2015; Armstrong, Giulianotti and Hobbs, 2016; Tomlinson, 

2017). Most importantly, legacy also implies a chance to compare citizens of 

one country with those of others. The emphasis on legacy has developed in 

tandem with the Olympic Movement as part of the managerial and magical 

discourse relating to the contemporary Olympics (MacAloon, 2008). 

Therefore, more than ever before, not only is the Olympic legacy the most 

critical aspect of the Games, but it has also became increasingly associated with 

politics and performances of national identity (Tomlinson, 2006; Xu, 2006; 

Penfold, 2019). 

 

Although the focus here is partly to unveil important intangible legacies of the 

Games linked to youth citizenship, an overall understanding of current 

existing legacy ‘talk’ is also relevant in order to contextualise the participants’ 

discourses and diverse forms of engagement with society. Despite the 

different geographic, political, social, and economic contexts, the question that 

is posed here is whether both the London and Rio de Janeiro Olympic entities 
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were successful in securing young people’s engagement with the Olympic 

Games from an intangible legacy viewpoint. Although the portfolio that host 

cities need to put together in the bidding process comprises a detailed legacy 

plan, such documents are often developed with regard to topics viewed as 

catalysts for different societal matters, such as the reduction of crime, 

increasing sports participation, and sharing the values of the Olympic 

Movement (Coalter, 2004; Bullough, 2012). Yet, the same topics also relate, by 

and large, to how one imagines and understands society within and beyond 

national contexts. Taking this into account, legacy will be conceptually 

examined and discussed in this study from a different perspective to that 

presented in official Olympics documents. In this regard, legacy or legacies 

will be assessed and reviewed from an intangible and social phenomena 

perspective, and as a cross-examination of youth citizenship, somewhat 

similar to what Pierre de Coubertin3 had idealised for the modern Olympics: 

more than just a sport event – a philosophy of life. Thus, the Games are framed 

beyond their contribution to youth physical development but also as an 

excellent platform for promoting values and fostering different identity 

performances (Donnelly and Young, 1988; Fraser-Thomas et al., 2005; Green, 

2010) and allow for inclusion of different views and participation in society.  

!
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Pierre de Coubertin’s ideas have always been present throughout the history 

of official Olympics discourse (IOC, 2015), but have not been explored in great 

depth in relation to their connection with youth citizenship. Instead, the 

existing body of scholarship addresses the tangible legacies, with themes such 

as sports participation, gentrification, and economic factors being the most 

common (Kaplanidou and Karadakis, 2010; Dickson et al., 2011). The same 

phenomenon can be observed regarding young people as subjects of research 

in these areas. Most of the studies dedicated to exploring the relationship 

between legacy and youth are largely focused on tangible aspects or questions 

relating to sports inclusion and job opportunities as important outcomes of the 

Olympic Games (Coalter, 2004; Girginov, 2008; Minnaert, 2012; Griffiths, 

2013). The reason for this is that it is more difficult to assess intangible legacies 

than tangible ones (Gratton and Preuss, 2008; Bell and Gallimore, 2015).  

 

This study contributes to a better understanding of the intangible legacies of 

the modern Olympic Games in the current ‘globital’ time (Reading, 2011b, 

2011c). In this conception, the proliferation of global media and digital 

technologies in the proliferation of information creates new spaces at multiple 

and overlapping levels, including global and virtual spaces, which are 

implicated in how young people’s memories and imaginaries are constructed 

and assessed in highly mediated societies. Hence, participants’ mediated 

experiences of the past and present and their mediated imaginaries are 
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considered important views of the world, in addition to giving currency to the 

intangible legacies of the Games.  

Finally, I argue that the emphasis on youth and the Olympic Games allows us 

to reframe and rethink youth participation in societies and interrogate the 

extent to which young people’s memories and imaginaries challenge 

conventional conceptions of youths as passive, disaffected or apathetic 

towards politics and civic engagement with society (Kimberlee, 2002; Henn, 

Weinstein, & Forrest, 2005; Wattenberg, 2006). In contrast, such a perspective 

recognises and supports the idea of young people as important actors in the 

public sphere who can make their own consumption choices (Buckingham, 

2008).!

 

1.3 STRUCTURE OF THE THESIS 

This thesis is split into ten chapters. Following this introduction, Chapter 2 

provides a review of the main literature across the academic areas that have 

informed this study's theoretical and analytical framework. The literature 

review is divided into three parts, dedicated to critiquing scholarship on youth 

citizenship, media events, and memory and imaginaries. I begin by tracing the 

key developments and understandings of citizenship to situate contemporary 

epistemologies of youth citizenship within the current media-saturated world. 

Specifically, I draw on works that see the relationship between youth and the 

public sphere as one beyond legal terms by arguing that first-hand and 

mediated memories and imaginaries of mega-events are also viewed as 
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alternative forms of youth participation at national, local and transnational 

levels. Part 2 offers a review of the main theoretical contributions on media 

events by focusing on the Olympic Games as the case study and its relevance 

for youth enactments of national, local and transnational identities. In Part 3, I 

review and expand on memory scholarship focused on the relationship 

between memory and the media to contextualise the significance of youth 

memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games as part of the intangible 

legacies and enactments of civic engagement.  

 

Chapter 3 describes the methodological framework deployed in this study. I 

explain how the theoretical framework and underpinnings of Jovencivic laid 

out in the literature review informed my research design and methodological 

approach to investigate youth engagement and citizenship based on the 

memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games. Youth discourse is central 

to this thesis, so I explain why I have opted for specific set methods of data 

collection and modes of analysis in order to best capture the variety of 

narratives and views from my participants. Part of this chapter reflects on my 

role as a researcher, my positionality, and the research ethics, which all 

influenced how I have engaged with my participants during the interviews 

and fieldwork. 

Chapter 4 focuses on the role of the media in young people's views of the 

world and mediated experiences. It presents and discusses results from a small 

sample of media mood analyses conducted in each setting where the empirical 
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work took place. This chapter links the media analysis findings with the 

following analytical chapters 5 and 6 (on youth discourses about the Games). 

I explain why I have opted for the specific media content (front pages of 

national newspapers) and how these connect with the participants’ mediated 

memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games. 

 

In Chapter 5 I analyse the discourses of participants from London based on 

their first-hand experiences and memories of the 2012 Olympic Games. The 

chapter presents and discusses important enactments of national, local, and 

transnational identity based on participants' recollections of the event. 

 

Chapter 6 focuses on the participants' recollections of the 2012 Olympic 

Games, in particular the role of the media in the construction of recollections 

and views of the Games. In this chapter, I identify significant links between 

the data from the media analysis of UK newspapers and the participants' 

discursive memories of the London 2012 Games. 

 

Chapter 7 follows a similar structure to previous chapters but in its place 

addresses the imaginaries of participants from Rio de Janeiro ahead of the 2016 

Olympic Games. It focuses on the findings related to participants' imaginaries 

of the city, as well as national and transnational relationships, and other 

aspects connected to their sense of belonging and active engagement with 

society. In Chapter 8, I then build on data from the analysis of Brazilian media 
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to demonstrate the role of the media in young people's imaginaries and 

expectations of the Games.  

 

As an epilogue to the final conclusion, Chapter 9 brings together the two case 

studies and discusses the key findings as synergies and lessons learned from 

both settings.  

 

Chapter 10 is the main conclusion of this thesis. It brings together the key 

findings and discussions from the theoretical and analytical chapters in order 

to answer the research questions. I suggest the Jovencivic framework is 

extended in other studies, in more practical terms, as a crucial discursive space 

for future youth citizenship research.  
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CHAPTER 2. STATE OF THE ART  
 

The complexity of this thesis emerges from the task of linking up multiple 

subjects that are significant for reframing youth citizenship. It touches on 

topics of youth identity; first-hand, mediated memories and imaginaries; and 

the role of the media in young people’s lives. As a result, it calls for an 

interdisciplinary approach and a new framework that builds upon existing 

scholarship in youth, media, and memory studies (Halbwachs, 1950; 

Buckingham, 1993; Smith, 2005; McLeod, 2009; Garde-Hansen, 2011; Keightley 

and Pickering, 2012). 

 

This chapter reviews and discusses key works focused on three areas of 

scholarship – youth, media, and memory – all of which are critical to 

developing a new theoretical concept: Jovencivic. I explain how these areas 

come together in my proposed conceptual framework and why they are 

essential for reframing and rethinking the relationship between youth and 

citizenship. 

 

Part 1 reviews selected works that have been historically ascribed to the 

concept of citizenship, more specifically youth citizenship and the relationship 

between youth and the public sphere. Different conceptual approaches to 

citizenship are identified in the literature against traditional views of youth 

civic engagement in the Global North-South (where the empirical work took 
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place). Such theories include a review of cultural policy and placemaking 

theories (in London and Rio de Janeiro) as a key part of young people’s civic 

engagement (Bennett et al., 2003; Bessant, 2003; McGuigan, 2004; McFarlane, 

2006; Miller, 2010; Pierce et al., 2011; Moreira and Calabre, 2012; Ekholm and 

Lindström, 2020) thus contextualising the significance of the Olympic Games 

case study and cultural policy in each setting.  

 

Part 2 focuses on the Olympic Games as a case study which has implications 

for citizens at local, national, and transnational levels. As a result, part of this 

literature review is dedicated to existing scholarship on the political, social and 

cultural histories of the Olympic Games. I draw specifically upon different 

scholars’ views and interpretations of the concept of mediatisation to explain 

the role of the Games in shaping citizens’ discursive constructions and 

perceptions of the world (Slater, 1998; Mazzoleni, 2008; Lundby, 2009; Toohey 

and Veal, 2007). 

 

Finally, Part 3 introduces works from the field of memory studies by 

contextualising these theories in light of participants’ first-hand enactments 

and mediated memories or imaginaries of the Olympic Games. In particular, I 

build upon previous research on the relationship between the media and 

memory (Hoskins, 2001; Van Dijck, 2008; Garde-Hansen, 2011) to explain how 

the performance of youth memories and imaginaries is significant to their civic 

engagement and participation in society. These three areas in the literature 
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review are not considered in isolation but instead are seen as intertwined in 

the process of reframing youth citizenship.  

!  
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2.1 PART I – ON CITIZENSHIP 
 

This thesis is concerned with interpretations and performances of youth 

citizenship. Specifically, it explores the role of young people’s memories and 

imaginaries of the Olympics in their performances and enactments of civic 

engagement. Considered a slippery and contested concept (Lister, 1997), ideas 

of citizenship have long been associated with membership of a particular 

political community defined by ‘rights, duties, participation and identity’ 

(Delanty, 1997, p. 285). Thomas Humphrey Marshall (TH Marshall) was 

perhaps the first contemporary political theorist to introduce the concept of 

social citizenship, based on different periods of British history, which he 

claimed to be key to citizens’ attainment of rights and duties as members of a 

community (Bellamy, 2008, p. 47). Such interpretations have since been 

associated with a combination of civil, political, and social rights. However, 

although Marshall may have paved the way for the debate and analysis of 

citizenship in contemporary societies (Turner, 1997, p. 11), he failed to offer a 

concrete account of social citizenship adjusted to time and context, across 

different political regimes, agendas, and meanings (van Gunsteren, 1998). 

Various criticisms levelled against Marshall have attested that he focused 

predominantly on the white working man, considered citizenship merely 

based on a homogeneous society (Turner, 1997) and offered an Anglo-centric 

and unidirectional account of social citizenship (Lister, 2005).  
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The rise of social inequalities, protest movements, and other global 

phenomena, are just some examples suggesting the need for a more inclusive 

and diverse approach towards the upsurge of multiple levels of social 

participation in current times (Revi, 2014). Moreover, different interpretations 

and performances of citizenship, as we understand today, are viewed as 

stretching beyond legalist definitions. Instead, they may seek, for example, to 

embrace other inclusive groups, consider minority rights (for example, 

LGBTQIA+ communities, and Black, Asian and minoritised ethnic groups) 

and those excluded from participating in society (Kymlicka, 1995).  

 

This thesis calls for a reflection on the plurality of youth voices at a national 

but equally at a local and transnational level, across the dividing lines of 

gender, class, sexual orientation, and ethnicity, and at times across national 

boundaries. It supports the view that a deeper understanding of religious, 

cultural, linguistic, and ethnic diversity, among other elements of societies, is 

fundamental for a better formulation of citizenship theories (Turner, 1993, 

1990) and argues the same for the economic, social and political processes 

across different parts of the world. It explores and compares civic 

performances and narratives of young inhabitants from two globally distinct 

countries (Brazil and United Kingdom) by focusing on the lessons that could 

be learned from both sides, but specifically from the global south (McFarlane, 

2006). As a result, given that current ideas of citizenship in Brazil evolved 

differently from those in the UK, a review of the literature on youth citizenship 
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in the two settings is required. For example, in a similar manner to most Latin 

American countries, the foundation of citizenship in Brazil has always 

supported elements of post-independence and nation-building, often 

circumscribed by racial, spatial, class-based and gendered hierarchies (Meltzer 

and Rojas, 2014, p. 253). While the enactment of the Brazilian Constitution in 

1988 marked the heyday of a new democratic regime and citizens’ rights 

(Zaverucha, 1998; Wampler, 2015) following decades of slavery and 

colonialism, in the case of the UK this was non-existent despite some scandals, 

such as the Windrush Case4 that reflected, to a large extent, residues of the 

British colonial past the impact of subsequent Government policies. 

Furthermore, it was only in the 1980s that the most important democratic 

issues in Brazil emerged around what was perceived as an unequal 

authoritarian society (Paoli, 1992; Mitchell and Wood, 1999). The need to break 

the class apartheid in Brazilian society, to challenge the traditionalist attitude 

towards poverty, and to demand more responsibility for building state and 

civic apparatuses for the sake of a democratic nation, were some of the issues 

debated around that time (Paoli, 1992, p. 143). By way of comparison, the UK 

does not hold a written constitution. Instead, it bases its rights on case laws, 

and political and social consensus reached over the centuries (Prosser, 1996; 

Barendt, 1997). Similar to Brazil, the 1980s were also an important period for 

!
"!The Windrush Case was a British political scandal in 2018, instituted by the home secretary 
Theresa May’s immigration policy, which involved the wrongly deportation  and detention 
of many British people mainly from the Caribbean countries who were called the “Windrush 
generation”. This immigration policy was claimed by many as a colonial tactic and mindset to 
deport people from the UK (Craggs, 2018; Hewitt, 2020)!
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the UK, shaped by major changes in the welfare system, the rise of the City 

and fall of the unions, deeper social divisions and little funding allocated to 

poor minorities (Taylor-Gooby, 1988). 

 

The underlying differences in the development and conceptual 

understandings of citizenship in these two countries are important to make 

sense of how civic participation and citizenship values operate beyond 

traditional performances of active participation (Arendt, 1958). Voting, for 

example, is no longer viewed, in some contemporary societies, as the only 

valid form for articulating active participation. This is particularly the case 

when taking into consideration the opportunities presented with new 

advances in technology (Buckingham, 2000; Loader, 2007; McNeal, 2008) and 

the extent to which, in this case, young people may use new technologies to 

participate in society.   

 

Although this thesis considers citizenship from the perspective of 

membership, sense of belonging, rights and duties, further attention is equally 

given to other theories that paved the way for a re-conceptualisation of civic 

engagement and sense of belonging (e.g. Dewey, 1945; Arendt, 1958). For 

example, Hannah Arendt’s (1958) interpretation of citizenship against the 

backdrop of mass society citizenship is expanded to encompass the idea of 

youth citizenship as idiosyncratic and open to inclusiveness and diversity. 

This research argues for a democratic citizenship based on the idea that the 
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political forum is neither related to the state nor society but a place where 

people can compete, through speech and action, in the presence of their peers 

(Arendt, 1958). Hence, Arendt’s idea of a space of appearance5 is expanded 

through the new framework developed in this thesis: Jovencivic (see Chapter 3 

for a further discussion on Jovencivic). Yet, a third element is added to this 

concept, in order to reframe youth citizenship. In the proposed framework, 

notions of citizenship are explored using the Olympic Games as a global media 

event where the ‘space of appearance’ and the ‘common world’ coalesce, not 

in a physical space but in a figurative way throughout the whole event, i.e. 

before, during, and afterwards. This means that interpretations of citizenship 

are envisaged within, across and beyond the nation, supported by 

cosmopolitan theories in a media saturated environment (Beck, 2006; Beck and 

Sznaider, 2010) and with the view to deconstruct Euro-American cultures of 

knowledge (Jazeel and McFarlane, 2007). Cosmopolitanism is an important 

concept as it allows for inclusivity of other voices, specially more 

underprivileged ones, to make sense of how one thinks about citizenship in 

today’s global and mediated world (Beck, 2006). It breaks the focus of the 

national outlook and draws attention to the connections between societies 

where the global becomes local and vice-versa (Beck, 2002, 2006). While this 

research acknowledges that different performances and definitions of 

citizenship have long been associated with specific struggles and enactments 

!
5 For Arendt, a space of appearance is similar to the polis, whereby people organise themselves 
to act out or speak together as a potential for collective action, no matter where they happen 
to be (Arendt, 1958, p. 198). 
!
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of national identity (Habermas, 1993), it also stresses the importance of 

transnational and cosmopolitan approaches towards new epistemologies of 

citizenship. This is particularly important in order to make sense of youth civic 

engagement and senses of belonging at different levels beyond the nation.  

 

The rapid transformations in paradigms of citizenship are important to make 

sense of youth transitions and youth citizenship (Roche, 1992). The idea of an 

‘active citizenship’ which is the focus of this thesis, for example, suggests a 

change from a more passive attitude to an increase of personal responsibility 

within one’s community and local affairs (Roche, 1992). The local level, thus, 

is often elevated as a more proactive way for youth to become engaged with 

society.  

 

2.1.1 YOUTH CITIZENSHIP 

 
Academic debates on youth citizenship have led to two important yet distinct 

contributions to these fields. The first one is the idea of young people as 

citizens in the making, thus stressing the transition to adulthood as part of the 

process of citizenship rights (Sherrod, Flanagan and Youniss, 2002; Thomson 

et al., 2004). The second approach argues that citizenship is a socially 

constructed process and model of participation, whereby youth citizenship is 

perceived within and beyond legal rights. In the latter perspective, young 

people are seen as engaged members of society, able to exercise their own 

rights, with access to political institutions and a shared a sense of belonging 
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within their communities at a local and national level (Beauvais et al., 2001, p. 

iv). This thesis supports the latter approach, whereby youth and citizenship 

are considered as interconnected and constantly evolving as a social construct. 

Youth performances and civic engagement are thus considered through 

multiple forms, notably by giving youth the right to a voice (Lister et al., 2003).  

 

A number of studies dedicated to youth engagement within the public sphere 

(see section 2.2.2) and politics and civic matters (e.g. Flekkoy and Kaufman, 

1997; Rajani, 2001) reveal different understandings of citizenship. The question 

remains, however, as to how one defines citizenship (Hart, 2009). Other forms 

of engagement, like cultural engagement, are for example seen as critical for 

making sense of citizenship. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(UNCRC)6 (UNICEF, 1989) is another example of a milestone leading to 

several and significant changes in the historical, sociological, and research 

models relating to young people’s involvement and civic attitudes within 

society. Still, in an increasingly mediatised and global world, youth cultures 

and their spaces of participation appear to be moving from traditional formats 

of political involvement into alternative ones (Loader, Vromen and Xenos, 

2014). As a result, more research is necessary to understand how these new 

forms of youth civic attitudes are performed and what their impact is on the 

public sphere. 

!
6 The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) is a human rights treaty that seeks 
to set out and protect the civil, political, economic, social, health, and cultural rights of 
children. It was signed in 1989 and it is currently ratified by 20 countries. 
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Youth should not be conceptualised or defined in a holistic way (Buckingham, 

1993; Miles, 2000; James and Prout, 2015). Instead, young people should be 

recognised and researched as individuals and as a collective connected to 

multiple connotations and conventions (Kehily, 2007), including their implicit 

sense of space within citizenship identity (Hall et al., 1999). Scholarship on 

youth subcultures, for example, mainly led by the Birmingham School in the 

1960s and 1970s, points to important indicators of social change and youth 

identity. It is claimed that young people’s lives ‘represent a potentially more 

enlightening means of coming to terms with young people’s relationship with 

social change’ (Mile, 2000, p. 16). Accordingly, they are considered to be an 

important symbolic investment for society (McRobbie, 1993, p. 13), which 

explains why governments and other institutions tend to target this group in 

various discourses (e.g. Olympic legacy discourse). Angela McRobbie (1993) 

shares the same view, claiming that youth discourses and youth performances 

are so rich in sociological sources derived from their experiences that they 

should be analysed further in different areas that go beyond their subcultures. 

This study supports some of these claims by epistemologically exploring 

youth citizenship and identity from the perspective of young people’s 

memories and imaginaries. In line with some of the above arguments, it 

focuses on the rich value of young people and their statements, or discourses, 

rather than categorisations of youth (McRobbie, 1993). In the following 

sections, I will explore youth citizenship in the UK and Brazilian contexts 
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respectively. Key theorical considerations about the development of youth 

citizenship will be discussed in the context of each setting in order to better 

understand how youth is perceived and acted upon by different entities and 

young people.  

 

Youth Citizenship in the UK 

Over the last two decades, debates on youth citizenship in the UK have been 

largely polarised. On the one hand, there has been a growing interest in what 

is perceived as a crisis based on young people’s alienation, disengagement 

from politics and traditional formats of citizenship (Buckingham, 2000; 

Mycock and Tonge, 2011; Sloam, 2011). Academics and policy-makers have 

expressed concern over what may be seen as a crisis of citizenship values in 

young people, not only in the UK but across other Western democratic 

societies. Yet, on the other hand, other studies suggest that when young 

populations manifest themselves as active citizens, they more often do so by 

mobilising themselves politically outside the system (Arnot and Swartz, 2012). 

The 2011 riots in the UK and similar events in Europe and the rest of the world 

illustrate this newly developed repertoire of civic and political engagement.7 

!
7 The 2011 riots in the UK, known as the London riots, were a series of riots taking place across 
the city of London between 6 and 11 of August 2011. The protest started following the death 
of Mark Duggan who was shot by the police. For many, the riots were also symptomatic of a 
level of dissatisfaction amongst some people (mainly youngsters) from underprivileged and 
disadvantaged neighbourhoods with a high level of ethnic fractionalization (Sloam, 2011; 
Kawalerowicz and Biggs, 2015) 
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Despite various initiatives from the UK Government (e.g. introducing a 

Citizenship module in the English National Curriculum, and the 

establishment of the Youth Citizenship Commission – YCC), young people in 

the UK appear to show more interest in the moral8 aspects of citizenship than 

the political aspects (Haste and Hogan, 2006). The apparent decline in youth 

engagement with traditional political participation9 has, to a large degree, 

been replaced by alternative forms of engagement outside the political system 

(Marsh et al., 2007; Sloam, 2007, 2014). The development of technologies, such 

as online platforms, has opened up an array of new ways to mobilise and to 

encourage political engagement, which explains why more bottom-up10 

approaches to youth participation and civic engagement within society are 

necessary in order to meet young people’s different needs (Sloam, 2007; 

Gerodimos, 2010; Barber, 2009; Paciello and Pioppi, 2014).  

As mentioned earlier, the 2011 riots and demonstrations in the UK revealed an 

emergent repertoire of civic and political engagement (Sloam, 2000; Marsh et 

al., 2007; Murji and Neal, 2011; Hall and Winlow, 2014), guided by a sense of 

local citizenship. Notions of belonging are, in this context ‘shaped by social 

locations; identifications and emotional attachments; and ethical and political 

values’ (Arnot and Swartz, 2012, p. 6). Yet, despite the body of research on 

!
8 Moral aspects of citizenship refer to issues such as social injustice which may lead young 
people to be more politically involved by having his or her voice heard ( Haste and Hogan, 
2006, p.474) 
9 Traditional political participation is perceived as falling within the following four 
dimensions: voting in elections, campaigning activities, contacting politicians and cooperative 
activities such as trade unions (Verba and Nie, 1972; Verba et al., 1995) 
10 Bottom-up approaches to youth citizenship involve connecting the different contexts of 
young people to the public dimension and taking into consideration all young citizens as part 
of the public sphere, with their own differences and cultural meanings. 
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youth political engagement and citizenship in Britain, the development of 

young people’s civic and political engagement has not been explored in great 

detail (Sloam, 2001, p. 1). Existing literature in this field often falls within the 

spectrum of what is considered traditional disengagement, such as voting and 

participating directly in the political system. Hence, the dominant perspective 

fails to fully consider the alternative forms of citizenship, integrating 

emotional and cultural aspects, that some young inhabitants may develop in 

order to participate in and make sense of their society. The problem lies in the 

fact that existing scholarship does not attempt to explore youth political 

imaginaries (Marsh et al., 2007, p. 4), which are also considered legitimate 

forms of citizenship. Instead, the youth question in Britain has been dominated 

by moral or aesthetic rather than political or economic topics (Cohen and 

Ainley, 2000, p. 80).  

 

The points identified in this part of the literature review are critical for 

addressing the deficits in both youth citizenship and youth policy research in 

the UK, with particular regards to the examination of youth political 

imaginaries. As argued in this thesis, these aspects are not only significant but 

are also a valid form of active participation in society.  

 

Unlike other European countries, in the UK, youth sub-cultures have 

prevailed as opposed to youth movements (Cohen and Ainley, 2000, p.80) As 

a result, cultural expressions in the UK, such as “teddy boys”, “judies”, 
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“punk” and “goth” emerged as emblematic examples of a specific period and 

also the changes in lifestyle and values. Such cultural manifestations still 

represented a change in traditional political terms in the UK. Moreover, 

gender, race, ethnicity, and class are perceived as important topics within UK 

sociological traditions, initially led by the Birmingham School in the 1970s and 

1980s. Similar to this thesis, the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies 

(CCCS) sought to challenge debates that viewed young people in the UK as 

the same, or as having similar experiences, across local, national and 

transnational contexts (Rattansi and Phoenix, 2005, p. 102), by contemplating 

gender, race and class, amongst other elements, as key for youth inclusion and 

engagement with society.  

 

Thus, in the case of Britain the deconstruction of youth as a unitary category 

with a specific class faction was indeed significant to challenge hegemonic 

notions of citizenship. It was not however until 1990 that youth studies in the 

UK began to explore the role of cultural geographies of youth identities or 

performances of civic engagement, and develop an interest in ‘everyday 

discourses that regulate social interactions… with the local as a site of multiple 

contestations in and against the global city’ (Cohen and Ainley, 2000, p. 88).  

These works suggest that cultural geographies theories should be brought in 

line with youth citizenship studies. Additionally, there seems to be a pressing 

need for new approaches beyond the economic or cultural perspectives 

(Cohen and Ainley, 2000; Smith et al., 2005; Furlong, Woodman and Wyn, 
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2011). To that end, this research supports the idea of youth as a potential site 

of ‘theoretical and methodological innovation’ (ibid., p. 89), in the hope of 

addressing multiple aspects inherent to citizenship and identity, such as class, 

gender, ethnicity, history, and cultural geography, that inform social policy.  

 

Youth Citizenship in Brazil 

Existing literature on youth participation and youth cultures in Brazil points 

to a long historical context of deep inequality that is still visible today. 

Accordingly, there appear to be two types of childhood – childhood 

experienced by the rich and the poor – which are acted upon in distinct ways 

in Brazil (Butler, 2008, p. 301). This in turn reflects how youth are perceived 

and researched in this country. The socio-economic and spatial background of 

youth has been instrumental when considering the differences and the rights 

of children in Brazil. Despite the introduction of the Children and Adolescent 

Stature in 1990, perceptions around the inequalities faced by young people 

prevail within the population, the judiciary and the media (Butler, 2008, p. 

303). This is largely due to the history of legislation aimed at punishing 

younger inhabitants of a low income level who are in conflict with the law 

(Sacco, Souza and Koller, 2015, p. 819). The Minor Code11 is an example of such 

repressive social policies with consequences that are still visible today. This 

explains the reason why, in the Brazilian context, the word ‘menor’ (in English 

!
!!!The Minor Code was set up during the dictatorship period as a governmental approach that 
‘sought to brand children and adolescents who were either abandoned or impoverished with 
an imminent risk of involvement in crime’ (Oliveira, 1999, cited in Sacco, Souza and Koller, 
2015, p. 820).!
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minor) still carries negative connotations in the context of youth policies, as it 

is associated with a repressive period for children and young people from 

impoverished backgrounds.  

 

The 1970s and 1980s were turning points for youth citizenship rights in many 

Latin American countries, including Brazil. It was during this time that 

alternative forms of working with and for children were introduced in these 

countries, building on emerging grassroots movements (e.g. MST – the 

Landless Movement, and political party PT – the Worker’s Party). Alternative 

forms of citizenship begin to develop in connection with social movements 

that  claimed to be working towards the democratisation process, particularly 

in countries with past authoritarian regime such as Brazil (Dagnino, 2005, p. 

2). The rationale behind such social movements was to redefine citizenship 

through the cultural dimensions of the country. Hence, ‘concerns with 

subjectivities, identities, and the right to difference’ (ibid.) were instrumental. 

Paulo Freire’s Pedagogy of the Oppressed was essential for supporting 

alternative ways of working with children and young people from less 

advantaged backgrounds. As a prominent figure in Popular Education12 

!
!#!Popular Education was an approach to critical pedagogy introduced in many countries in 
the first half of the twentieth Century, with a strong tradition in Latin American countries. 
The concept implies a plethora of educational approaches focused mainly on the popular 
classes, working to serve their needs. It sought to challenge traditional formats of education, 
by using a dialectical or dialogic model between the teacher, the student and society. Paulo 
Freire was one of the most prominent figures of Brazil’s Popular Education. His book 
“Pedagogy of the Oppressed” proposes a new approach to education. It critiques current 
traditional education pedagogies and instead suggests a new model where 
‘consciencializacao’ is used as a way of understanding the world and taking action against 
oppressive elements in people’s lives. Furthermore, Freire’s work has been critiqued in 
various ways since it has been written by numerous authors. His pedagogy formed the basis 
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Freire’s counter-movement – consciencialização – is still applied nowadays 

within cultural and educational contexts in Brazil. His ideas contributed to 

mitigating the negative effects of a past education system on the popular 

classes (Graciani, 1999, cited in Butler, 2008, p. 304), by setting up and 

mobilising mass movements at local and national levels. Freire’s approach to 

popular education ended up, to a large extent, influencing and contributing to 

the more inclusive participation of youth, as is still evidenced today in 

Brazilian society.  

 

Set up in 1990, the Estatuto da Crianca e Adolescente (ECA), translated as the 

Status of the Child and Adolescent Statute, was a milestone for youth rights 

and civic engagement in Brazil. Overall, it challenged how children and young 

people were perceived and treated, by demanding civil society to change 

discriminatory laws focused on youth (Sacco, Souza and Koller, 2015, p. 820). 

As a result, and similar to the scope of this study, ECA’s philosophy supports 

an ‘integral protection’ and addresses all children and young people as 

subjects with rights, including the right to participate in the wider public 

sphere, regardless of their class, socio-economic or ethnic background (Butler, 

2008, p. 305). 

!
of the development of participatory action research in the Latin American context (Borda, et 
al., 2006) 
!

!

!

!
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For Udi Mandel Butler (2008), the development of youth citizenship in Brazil 

is intrinsically linked to three different interpretations of youth. According to 

him, young people living in the favelas are often perceived by the Brazilian 

media and the middle class as a group at potential risk, prone to being 

recruited by drug trafficking gangs (Butler, 2008,13 p. 306), which is 

problematic in terms of how one recalls or imagines the city and its young 

inhabitants. Butler goes as far as to draw parallels with other developing 

countries, in the Global South, where some youth groups are equally viewed 

as a risk for society, in the same way as the hoodies or ASBOs14 in the UK (ibid., 

p. 307). This approach may denote different understandings of youth as well 

as unequal ways of including young people in the public sphere. Youth are 

considered in this context as a fragmented group needing to be treated 

!
!$!Udi Mandel Butler’s work is mainly focused on cultures of participation of young people 
and their engagement with the public sphere in Brazil. In particular how different categories 
and groups of young people (privileged and underprivileged) are understood in relation to 
participation in society. Butler work also explores the experiences and identities of young 
people living in the streets of Rio de Janeiro and how it relates to the levels of discrimination, 
violence and exclusion of certain youth groups in Brazil.!
!"!Hoodies or ASBO (Anti-social behaviour order) are contested and negative terms used to 
describe the youth involved in antisocial behaviour and connected to Britain’s ASBO 
generation. While the emergence of these words is perceived by some as an indicator of the 
moral decline of youth in the UK, it is also seen to be linked to a debate on moral panic and a 
long history of governmental regulatory processes (Lett, et al., 2021). These heightening of 
these types of youth behaviours are claimed as linked to previous governmental policies, such 
as neoliberal policy from Thatcher era onwards (Levitas, 2005; Tyler, 2013, p. 54; Marren et al., 
2016; Scott, 2020, p. 63-64)) and then New Labour movement led by Tony Blair that focused 
on surveillance and  
!

!

!
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according to their background and the types of risks they pose. Such 

assumptions have serious implications for youth citizenship research and the 

opportunities given to these young people to engage with society. They fail to 

address young people’s individual needs and voices adequately by framing 

citizenship based on assumptions that disregard other forms of civic 

performances.  

 

Additionally, different organisations in Brazil call for more protectionist 

approaches towards youth. The ECA, for example, paved the way in terms of 

recognising young people as citizens with their own interests and in need of 

being treated as active rather than passive recipients of philanthropic actions 

(Duarte et al., 2007). Nevertheless, youth rights in Brazil is still a complex 

matter. In 2015, a bill relating to youth criminal responsibility was brought to 

the Brazilian Congress, during President Dilma Rousseff mandate. At stake 

was the idea of amending the constitution by lowering the age of criminal 

responsibility from 18 to 16 years old (Shea, 2015). Young people and many 

other citizens across Brazil, from activist groups and NGOs to civil society, 

condemned the bill by claiming that it represented a breach of Article 228 of 

the ECA (the Portuguese acronym for the Status of Children and Adolescents). 

Although the bill divided the country, the perception was that it represented 

a serious breach of children’s rights. INGOs such as the United Nations and 

ANDI went as far as to claim that such an action would represent a backward 

step for children’s and adolescents’ rights in the history of Brazil (Daily Sabah, 
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2017; ONU, 2017).  These types of manifestations and political movements 

show how the question of youth citizenship is evolving in Brazil, how 

governments perceive this group, and how young people themselves are 

reacting in line with such policies. 

 

The second perspective sees youth as a phase of experimentation whereby acts 

of citizenship result in different types of expressions and performances that 

impact on cultural forms and the arts (Butler, 2008, p. 307). These 

performances could include music, the arts, theatre, cinema, or video 

production, which are connected to methods of developing critical 

engagement and reflection. In such cases, the media involved are critical to 

making young people’s voices heard and prompting them to reflect on their 

social realities in relation to mass media representations of youth and the 

exclusion of marginalised communities (Butler, 2008, p. 307; see also section 

2.2.2 of this thesis).  

 

The last approach put forward by Butler (2008) hinges on the idea of a utopian 

view of citizenship, whereby youth are seen as the hope and subjects of change 

for society, particularly in the case of Brazil, as manifested by movements such 

as the MST – Landless Movement. Butler’s approach to youth citizenship in 

Brazil is useful to support this thesis’s argument and to make sense of the 

participants’ diverse views. There appears, however, to be insufficient 

grounds in these approaches for consider young people’s civic participation 



!

!

!

(-!

and citizenship in a diverse world. They overlook the role of youth memories 

and imaginaries as part of a utopian view of citizenship, as well as failing to 

include the marginalised voices of young people.  

 

Yet, similar to the UK, the use of new technologies and the Internet as 

alternative tools and spaces for participation has emerged as an important 

phenomenon for youth civic participation, as opposed to more traditional 

approaches. Bottom-up initiatives in Brazil have developed for the purpose of 

sharing and debating topics that are more closely aligned with young people’s 

interests. More importantly, new technological developments represent a shift 

in youth participation, driven by the opportunities afforded by these new 

spaces. According to recent research, the background of youth participation in 

Brazil is more diverse now than in the 1960s when it was composed mainly of 

middle-class young people (Abramo and Branco, 2005; Novaes, 2006). Thus, 

academic perspectives of Brazilian youth are increasingly more inclined to 

consider diversity at various levels, such as being connected to geography, and 

the new ways through which this group currently mobilise themselves in the 

wider public sphere and as part of their specific field of action or interest 

(Novaes and Vital, 2006, cited in Butler, 2008, p. 309). This aspect is further 

explored in the thesis, by considering space- and place-making policy as 

important for youth engagement with the city, country or world (see section 

2.1.3).  



!

!

!

).!

2.1.2 THE PUBLIC SPHERE 

The public sphere is one of the most popular and contested concepts 

intersecting with the fields of media, politics, and citizenship scholarship. It is 

also an important part of this thesis’s conceptual contribution. The concept has 

been the focus of different academic perspectives contributing towards the 

development of society and community structures. As a result, an in-depth 

understanding of its multiple interpretations is relevant to come to terms with 

the current ‘political pitfalls of using early modern terms such as “public 

sphere” in the much-changed circumstances of the late twentieth century’ 

(Keane, 1995, p. 1). This understanding can also allow us to evaluate youth 

citizenship as an important contribution to the wider public sphere.  

 

Jürgen Habermas’ seminal work The structural transformation of the public sphere 

(Habermas, 1964) offers a major academic breakthrough in the sociological 

and political understanding of the public sphere in democratic processes. 

Defined as the ‘realm of our social life in which something according to public 

opinion can be formed’ (Habermas, 1964, p. 49), Habermas offers an insight 

into why and how eighteenth-century cafés, literary houses, and other spaces 

were the perfect settings for the bourgeois to meet and discuss public affairs 

related to societal issues. However, in his description of the sociological 

emergence, development, and disintegration of the bourgeois public sphere, 

Habermas suggests that technological advances and the mass media are the 

main factors behind the weakening of the realm of the public sphere. For him, 
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the mass media offered the gate for private interests to influence and enter the 

public sphere (Habermas, 1964, p. 185).  

 

Other scholars have, similarly, supported the idea of the mass media as 

instrumental in shaping public opinion (e.g. Mills, 1951; Dahlgren, 2009; 

McCombs, Shaw and Weaver, 2014). Some even describe the role of the press 

in today’s society as the ‘chief institution of the public sphere’ (Dahlgren, 1995, 

p. 8), by arguing that it is through the exchanges and dissemination of 

information that public opinion, and subsequently a public sphere, is formed. 

With the increased proliferation of communication, mass media emerge as a 

central player in shaping public opinion and the main platform through which 

people gather information on which to base their assumptions and beliefs. This 

take is relevant to this thesis because the media are, indeed, viewed as an 

important part in the process of reframing youth citizenship.  

 

Historically, the emergence of public opinion has been connected to the public 

sphere and theories on media influence, particularly in relation to how citizens 

understand and become involved in politics (Habermas et al., 1974; Raymond, 

1998; Habermas, 2010). The conceptual rise of public opinion has been 

interwoven with the seventeenth century rise of an educated public sphere and 

the growing influence of a reasoning body of citizens who became the 

collective voice of the popular will (Peters, 1995). The press was and still is 

perceived nowadays as the institution through which wide-scale 
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conversations are possible to take place, and the method through which 

citizens access information about the political world (Benjamin, 2017). This 

suggests that the media play a crucial role in the formation of a public opinion 

and the public sphere, particularly in terms of how an imagined public might 

be conceptually connected, despite geographical limitations and the varying 

demographics of citizens (Fraser, 2007).  

 

Indeed, the media not only provide people with information but also represent 

a platform for participation (Dewey, 1927, cited in Peters, 1995, p. 4). Media 

events, such as the Olympic Games, demonstrate how global media work in 

the dissemination of enactments of national identity, public opinion, and 

citizenship. These events are also a potential platform for audiences to 

participate in and engage with their societies as an active public sphere. 

 

Media events are in fact perceived as having a unifying capacity at a private 

and public level (Zelizer, 1991). As Peters (ibid., p. 26) points out, further input 

is required regarding the political participation and conversations of citizens 

in contexts outside the ritual side of these media events. This thesis seeks to 

deal with this precise issue, by exploring the conversations and ‘chatter’ of 

young people in relation to the Olympic Games.  

 

Although the view that the mass media were the cause of the disintegration of 

the public sphere has been reviewed by various scholars including Habermas 
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himself (see also Garnham, 2007; Bruns and Highfield, 2015), I argue that more 

research is still necessary with regards to the role and implications of the 

cultural industries and mass media events, like the Olympic Games, in the 

public sphere. Specifically, this discussion will focus on the current dynamics 

of global public spheres and globalisation. As a result, the idea of a public 

sphere is, in this thesis, similarly connected with theories of cosmopolitanism 

which, in addition to national and transnational levels, seek to include virtual 

and imaginary communities that are not necessarily bounded to specific 

spaces or times (Habermas, 1991, 2018). 

 

For John Keane (1995), the historical conceptualisation of the public sphere is 

based on three moments. The first refers to seventeenth- and eighteenth-

century ideas about the public sphere in light of repressive states in Europe 

during which different ‘publics’ contested the power of monarchs. The second 

phase relates to the development of advanced capitalist societies, which, in 

turn, provided the public sphere with powerful tools to resist against the 

monopoly of commodity production and consumption. The third period is 

described as one moving towards a public sphere comprised of multi- and 

counter-public spheres (Fraser, 1992; Keane, 1995; Meehan, 1995; Dahlgren, 

2006), which is the same idea supported by this thesis. Similarly, Peter 

Dahlgren (2006, p. 275) describes the public sphere in the current global era as 

comprised of multiple interactional and dynamic relations that may be 

permanent or transient, emphasising its importance. This suggests that while 
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the plethora of media and technological advances are significant information 

catalysts for citizens, they also confer a different space or ‘arena’ for public 

engagement and participation in political and social affairs (Livingstone and 

Lunt, 1994; Dahlgren, 2006).  

 

The public sphere also emerges from two interwoven dynamics, formed out 

of a relationship that is constructed politically and socially with the 

involvement of people across time and space, and entailing social practices 

within the role of institutions that support public discourse (Koçan, 2008). This 

thesis suggests, in addition, that the performative acts of remembering and 

imagining, across time and space, are important elements of the same 

relationship and involvement of youth in the wider public sphere. Memory 

and imagination, in this case, are framed as significant pathways for youth to 

express themselves and to experience feelings of inclusion in the public sphere. 

 

The emphasis is on the participatory role of young people in contemporary 

democratic societies and its embodiment of significant counter-public spheres. 

The idea of youth civic engagement within the wider public spheres has been 

envisaged beyond Habermas’s considerations (see Calhoun, 1992, 1993; 

Fraser, 1994; Keane, 1995; McLaughlin, 2004). I expand Habermas’s theories 

and build upon Keane’s (1995) and other scholar’s works (e.g. Fraser, 1994; 

McLaughlin, 2004) who view the public sphere not only as a ‘developing and 

complex mosaic of different sized, overlapping and interconnected public 
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spheres’ (Keane, 1995, p. 1) but also more often as a hegemonic arrangement 

that excludes minority and important publics (Fraser, 1994).  

 

As a result, memory and imagination are considered in this study as 

inseparable performances, resulting in different ways for young people to 

engage with social matters. In other words, as their ‘lived experience in the 

present becomes transformed into assimilated experience in a changed 

present’ (Keightley and Pickering, 2012, p. 43), the participants’ discourses are 

expected to form the basis of what appears as active participation and 

contributing to the wider counter-public spheres and multiple levels of society  

(Calhoun, 1992). The concept of the mnemonic imagination (Keightley and 

Pickering, 2012) is elevated in both settings, whether focusing on the past or 

on the future (see analytical chapters 5 and 6). Thus, memory, imagination and 

the Olympic Games coalesce as distinct researched areas with a view to 

understanding different types of youth participation in the public spheres 

based on what Van Dijck terms, ‘intermediaries between the individual 

[youth] and society, and between past and present’ (Van Dijck, 2004, p. 261). 

This thesis claims that it is at the interstices of these intermediaries that 

national, local and transnational conceptualisations of youth citizenship 

emerge. 

 

Underpinned by the rhetorical recollections and imaginations of young 

people, the proposed discursive space has neither been contemplated nor 
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analysed in great depth in academia. While the aforementioned theories are 

important for understanding the development of the public sphere in different 

periods, the idea proposed in this research is a complex endeavour that has 

not been comprehensively investigated. The next sections looks closely at the 

body of scholarship that focuses on the relationship between youth and the 

public sphere and its implications for citizenship.   

 

Youth and the public sphere 

As a broad research area, youth has been explored with a view to analysing 

young people’s access to and participation in the public sphere as political 

actors (Cammaerts et al., 2016; Briggs, 2017; Chou et al., 2017, cited in Clua, 

Ferran-Ferrer and Terren, 2018). However, despite an interest in young 

people’s engagement with the public sphere, with a particular focus on politics 

and civic matters (e.g. Flekkoy and Kaufman, 1997; Rajani, 2001; UNICEF, 

2003), there are still significant lacunae around youth citizenship in an 

increasingly mediatised and global world. Current framings point to the need 

to re-examine youth citizenship beyond national contexts and acknowledge 

their participation in different public spheres as new forms of national and 

transnational identities (Pinto and Hughes, 2011; Dahlgren, 2013; 

Hörschelmann and Refaie, 2013). 

 

Active participation in society is key to the public sphere as well as to an 

inclusive citizenship approach. Although neither youth studies nor the media 
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are specifically referred to in the above theories discussed in this chapter, these 

works are nonetheless significant for coming to terms with broader 

conceptualisations of youth citizenship and youth participation in the public 

sphere. For example, the civil, social, and political elements stated by Marshall 

(1963) will be expanded to participants’ discourses on their recollections and 

imaginaries of the Olympic Games in the respective analytical chapters. 

 

Active youth citizenship and participation in the public sphere are reviewed 

in this thesis by taking into consideration not just the impact of globalisation, 

or the impact of the media on national homogenisation, but also the local 

politics of belonging and its multiple identities (Hall, 2002) in the cities where 

this research took place. Hence, cosmopolitan theories are important for 

understanding the outcome of some local performances that stress the 

differences of individuals living together in the same city ‘based on an 

openness to all forms of otherness, associated with an appreciation of, and 

interaction with, people from other cultural backgrounds’ (Hiebert, 2002, p. 

212). Described as the ‘possibility of shaping one’s life and social relations 

under conditions of cultural mixtures’ (Beck, 2006, p. 3), cosmopolitanism is 

brought into this study as an important element for youth participation in the 

public sphere. 

 

With this in mind, the idea of young people’s active involvement in the public 

sphere is brought in line with cosmopolitan approaches (Beck and Sznaider, 
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2006; Beck, 2007), instead of just being circumscribed to either local or national 

forms of citizenship. Such an approach allows us to understand how specific 

local discourses shift from the global to the national or local level (Beck, 2002) 

and how they may contribute to other levels of engagement with the public 

spheres. This is significant, given the multifaceted and pluralist nature of 

societies and the extent to which communities from various settings negotiate 

their different traditions, cultures, and identities, in relation to spaces of 

belonging (Hall, 2002, p. 25). The media are positioned as an element that 

shapes the way these processes and mediated views of the world are 

constructed and understood.  

 

This thesis draws upon cosmopolitan citizenship approaches to challenge 

current perspectives around global changes in societies and their impact on 

citizenship. Yet, in the case of youth, such approaches have not been 

investigated in detail. The body of research around cosmopolitanism and 

youth refers either to processes of ‘imaginings of the self and others’ (Hull, 

Stornaiuolo and Sahni, 2010, p. 331) in the context of the city and urban 

identity (Scheld, 2007), or around youth identity (Ortiz, 1999; Maira, 2003; 

Manning and Ryan, 2004; Blasco, et al., 2006; Kjeldgaard and Askegaard, 2006; 

Clark, 2010). The current literature focused on youth citizenship, particularly 

on the differences and similarities across the North-South divide and their 

impact on youth citizenship is, therefore, limited.  
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By exploring two distinct samples of young inhabitants from the Global North 

and Global South, concepts of citizenship and participation in various public 

spheres are reviewed and extended against the backdrop of these two settings, 

and with a view to considering youth citizenship in a globalised and mediated 

world. Similar to the idea of young people as a ‘unitary or homogenous social 

group with specific psychological characteristics’ (Buckingham, 1993, p. 15), 

the differences rooted in the historical and sociological circumstances of youth 

are elevated in this thesis. Thus, in my analysis, the geographic, social, 

economic, and cultural backgrounds of young people are viewed as 

idiosyncrasies of the respective spatial contexts. Studies have shown that 

while in countries in the Global North youth participation tends to be 

associated with archetypes of formal political spaces, such as school councils 

and municipal forums, in the Global South this happens more through projects 

implemented by NGOs, governmental agencies, and ‘young people’s 

engagement in public action generated by youth culture itself’ (Flekkoy and 

Kaufman, 1997 cited in Butler and Princeswal, 2010, p. 2). This is an important 

element that needs to be taken into consideration in the comparative analysis 

of the two different places in which the research took place (i.e. London and 

Rio de Janeiro).  

 

Butler and Princeswal (2010, p. 336) term Brazilian youth engagement within 

the public sphere in Rio de Janeiro as ‘cultures of participation’. Accordingly, 



!

!

!

*.!

over the last 20 years, there has been a significant change in the culture of 

participation, focusing on national and local democratic developments in 

Brazil. Even though young people in Brazil still represent a minority when it 

comes to public action and political participation, cultural forms and practices 

such as theatre, cinema, and the visual arts provide important spaces for youth 

engagement with public action (Butler and Princeswal, 2010, p. 9).  

 

Meanwhile, in the UK, the apparent decline of youth engagement in 

traditional political participation has, to some extent, been replaced by 

alternative forms of engagement outside the political system (Marsh et al., 

2006; Sloam, 2007, 2014), such as the use of online platforms. In contrast, in 

Brazil this happened more through cultural forms of expression such as the 

arts, cinema, and theatre. Yet, Butler and Princeswal (2008) claim that such 

forms of participation in Brazil have neither been sufficiently examined nor 

considered in terms of political activity. Still, despite the differences between 

the UK and Brazilian contexts, these forms of political engagement have 

evolved in contrast to more traditional forms. The proliferation of the Internet, 

new technologies, and the plethora of social media platforms has contributed 

to new modes of participation in the political arena. As new participatory 

tools, they have offered an array of opportunities for young people to enter 

and negotiate debates relating to topics of their interest (Delli Carpini, 2000; 

Montgomery and Gottlieb-Robles, 2006; Loader, 2007; Bennet, 2008; McNeal, 

2008; Buckingham and Willett, 2013; Khane et al., 2014).  
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Perhaps not so visible in the public domain but still a legitimate form of 

participation, young people all over the world seem to be more engaged with 

topics related to their local experiences or communities (Buckingham, 2000, p. 

69). This is stressed in this thesis in light of participants’ memories and 

imaginaries of the Games and as part of their political engagement in society. 

This investigation allows for a better understanding of their views on a variety 

of topics, at different levels and across different times. It invokes important 

questions relating not only to the sports industry, role models and politics, but 

also the impact of the Games on the lives of young inhabitants who may not 

be necessarily engaged with the ‘meso’ sphere of the public (Keane, 2000).  

 

In line with the current literature on this topic, participation in the public 

sphere and politics appears to happen, ‘within a historical context that offers 

different opportunities, forms, and themes to stimulate it’ (Butler and 

Princeswal, 2010, p. 9). Youth participation and engagement in the public 

sphere is thus seen as anchored in youths’ experiences and cultural memories. 

This includes how they project a better future through their mediated 

imaginaries. by drawing on literature on youth futurities and the concept of 

anticipation (Amsler and Facer, 2017) 

 

2.1.3 CULTURAL POLICY AND PLACE MAKING 
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Given that the empirical work of this research took place in two globally 

divided settings and cities, a review of existing literature on citizenship from 

a cultural policy and place-making perspective is critical (Miller, 2010; Pierce 

et al., 2011) to frame the contribution of this thesis. In particular, the thesis will 

explore how cultural policy theories link to the participants’ enactments of 

citizenship and identity at local, national, and transnational levels.  

 

Described as the ‘set of social, political and material processes by which people 

interactively create and recreate the experienced geographies in which they 

live’ (Pierce et al., 2010, p. 54), place-making is an important area of cultural 

policy relevant to citizenship studies and therefore equally important for this 

thesis. Cultural policy is intrinsically linked to the cultural industries, such as 

the media, the arts, and heritage, with implications at national, local, and 

transnational levels (Hesmondhalgh and Pratt, 2005). Furthermore, as part of 

governmental policies, cultural policy serves as a bridge between the arts, 

perceived in broad terms, and collective ways of life (Miller, 2010). It is, 

therefore, an important area to articulate citizens’ needs and desires around 

spaces, communities, arts, culture, and other aspects of daily life. Cultural 

policy also involves governmental strategies that seek to promote the 

marketing, dissemination, and consumption of a plethora of activities related 

to culture. These can be anything from ‘public support for museums, the visual 

arts, […] the performing arts, […] community celebrations, fairs and festivals’ 

(ibid., p. 321). Cultural policy can often be applied to nation branding and as 
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a soft power tool, particularly in the case of cultural events like the Olympics 

(Almeida et al., 2014).  

As a mass media and cultural event, the Olympic Games is an example of how 

a cultural phenomenon ‘can be a good promotional tool for the local host and 

a vehicle for the implementation of cultural policy strategies’ (Garcia, 2008, p. 

362) beyond its role as a sporting competition. Equally, it involves the help of 

the media. However, according to Garcia (2008), the Olympics offers both 

opportunities and challenges for policy-makers working in this field. As a 

cultural phenomenon, it has implications at local, national, transnational and 

mediated levels. This thesis focuses more specifically on the implications at a 

local level because the empirical work was conducted in two cities. 

Nevertheless, national or even transnational cultural policies may be relevant 

to a participant’s sense of belonging and engagement with the event. 

 

An example of this is the Olympic Cultural and arts programming – the 

Cultural Olympiad — which has always played an instrumental role for the 

host cities’ definition and development of cultural policies. The media have 

played a central role in this process, by portraying and disseminating the 

signs, rituals and images that are critical to the cultural staging of the Games 

(ibid., p. 361; see also section 2.2. for more on media studies). The next sections 

will respectively explore the historical context of cultural policy and place-

making in the UK and Brazil by looking at how the evolvement of such policies 

have an impact on how youth is constructed and construed nowadays.  
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UK: Cultural Policy and Place-Making 

Despite a long history of governing legislation dedicated to museums and 

libraries, it was only in 1940 that the UK created a funding system for the arts 

(Fisher and Ormston, 2011). In the years following the Second World War, the 

Arts Council of Great Britain played a key role in subsidising the arts, national 

museums, and the British Library. Cultural policy research in the UK evolved 

from the intersection of cultural studies, political theory, urban theory, 

sociology, and cultural history, more recently including the role of cultural 

memory as an emerging and important field (Erll, 2008; Assmann, 2011). 

 

The Birmingham School also had a major influence on cultural policy, 

especially in the 1980s. It was during that time that the term cultural policy 

shifted from a focus on high culture towards more inclusive forms of culture 

known as the cultural industries of broadcasting, film, popular music, and 

fashion (Meredyth and Minson, 2000, p. xiii).  

 

The establishment of the Greater London Council (GLC) in the early 1980s is 

often considered a ‘seminal moment’ (Hesmondhalgh and Pratt, 2006, p. 3) for 

local policy-making. Although it was never fully implemented and then 

abolished in 1986 by the Conservative Government, one key aspect of the GLC 

policies was to prevent the commercial side of cultural productions and 

support social movements as part of its cultural policies (GLC, 1985). Its 
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policies were also aimed at bringing together different social forces and voices 

from the city, such as black and ethnic minorities, women, and youth. 

Representation was thus central to GLC policy (Bianchini, 1987), not in terms 

of parliamentary democracy but as a means through which cultural and 

political expressions could be historically produced (Bianchini, 1987). As a 

result, the GLC started to fund contemporary cultural forms that had been 

traditionally overlooked and neglected by the state. An example of this was 

the drive to put the cultural industries on the political agenda (Garnham, 

1987). 

 

As future citizens and a specific group of society, young people have long been 

targeted in cultural policy documents (Bennett et al., 2003; Bessant, 2003; 

McGuigan, 2004; Ekholm and Lindström, 2020). Yet, there is still a paucity of 

research around the cultural productivity of this group (Buckingham and 

Jones, 2001). This includes exploring the extent to which diversity and 

multiculturalism embedded in youths’ lives play a role in how they negotiate 

ways of living, shared urban spaces, and sites to engage in intercultural mixing 

(Butcher and Harris, 2010), which is something that will be addressed in this 

thesis. In other words, little attention has been paid to how: ‘the mundane 

realities of young people’s everyday experiences of living with 

multiculturalism, where much larger questions of citizenship, national 

identity, belonging and community are worked over in quotidian ways’ 

(Butcher and Harris, 2010, p. 450) 
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Drawing on existing literature around the Olympic Games and its policies 

towards young people, it is possible to establish connections with youth as 

part of the 2012 Games’ discourse and aims of the host city for the younger 

population. In the case of London 2012 Games, both former President of the 

London Organising Committee for the Summer Olympic Games (LOCOG) 

Sebastian Coe and Shadow Olympics Minister Tessa Jowell’s speeches at the 

2012 Olympics addressed young people as part of the legacy discourse in a 

tone that insinuated unity and, to say the least, declared youth to be a 

homogenised group. This thesis contests such an idea and, unlike Sebastian 

Coe speech below, contemplates the diverse experiences and reflections of 

young people with regards to the Games and the city itself: 

 

Choose London today and you send a clear message to the youth of 

 the world: more than ever, the Olympic Games are for you (Sebastian 

Coe, 6 July, 2005, The Telegraph, 2009, n.p.) 

 

Co-ordinated by the Department of Culture, Media and Sports (DCMS), now 

the Department of Digital, Culture, Media and Sports, London’s official 

bidding discourse was heavily focused on young people and a legacy of hope 

and inspiration, underpinned by the idea of the Games as a stimulus for 

positive change. The discourse from the UK government, including various 

speeches by Lord Coe (Chairman of the LOCOG, who headed up the bid to 
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host the Games in London), targeted the younger generation by encouraging 

positive change within the youth population, calling for better levels of 

participation in sports, and maximising the opportunities of Olympic values 

for future and better citizenship (Kohe, 2017). At the final bid event, ‘London 

was allowed 100 representatives in the voting hall, and in a bold move, bid 

leaders made sure 30 of them were young people from the capital’ (BBC, 2005, 

n.p.). ‘Inspire a Generation’ was therefore used as the key slogan to capitalise 

on the effect of a mega event not only in sports but also across other areas such 

as health, culture, and education.  

 

Despite efforts from the London Organising Committee of the Olympic and 

Paralympic Games (LOCOG) there is little evidence to support the long-

lasting legacy promised for young people in London, with particular regards 

to the gift or social legacies (Macrury, 2008). Research on this topic suggests 

quite the opposite of what was proposed, especially for the youth population 

of East London. Paul Watt (2013), for example, looks at how the regeneration 

in East London affected the positive idea of legacy of the London 2012 Games. 

Gentrification in this part of the city was heightened as a result of the Olympic 

Games (Watt, 2012, p. 114). Furthermore, the changes brought by the Games 

were perceived by some as negative and a threat to young people’s sense of 

place. Displacement was taking place during the Games, affecting the youth 

population in areas such as East London (Watt, 2013, p. 114).  
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The difficult task of policy makers is to ensure that events like the Olympic 

Games are maximised by balancing risks and opportunities. When the plan 

does not quite go according to plan, the pitfalls of social legacies are exposed 

(Klaussen, 1999). In that sense, young people’s views are as significant as 

those of other citizens, and thus should be taken into consideration within 

the nation’s cultural policies. The 2012 Olympic Games Cultural Programme, 

the Cultural Olympiad15 – a compulsory cultural programme established by 

the IOC regulations and run in parallel with the Olympic Games – was 

introduced as an excellent opportunity to maximise the city’s cultural policy. 

However none of the regulations set out by the cultural programme clarified 

their exact function, which led to: ‘a gap between the eagerness of potential 

host cities to propose activities for the cultural Olympic programme at the 

bid stage and the readiness of the chosen Olympic organising committee to 

implement them’ (Garcia, 2008, p. 373). 

 

This is arguably what happened with the 2012 Games’ legacy, by 

focusing on the promise of a catalyst for young people. Funded by the 

Arts Council, Legacy Trust UK and the Olympic Lottery Distributed, the 

Cultural Olympiad of the London 2012 Olympic Games consisted of a 

specific programme of cultural events across the UK for four years (2008-

!
15 The Cultural Olympiad is a cultural programme part of the official Olympic event. It 

comprises different cultural events set up by the host country and with the view of involving 

different people from the country and outside, contributing to the respective cities’ cultural 

policies (Garcia, 2008) 
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2012). Young people, regeneration and the future were the fundamentals 

underpinning the 2012 Legacy plan (Scott, 2014, p. 8). However, similar 

to previous Games in other cities, the success of the London Cultural 

Olympiad proved to be difficult to evaluate, given the variety and 

volume of programmes across the country (Beatriz, 2003; Kennell and 

Macleod, 2009). Statistical outcomes rather than more complex 

qualitative evaluations of, for example, participation, engagement, or 

social cohesion (Scott, 2014) are often presented as key findings of the 

Games. Participation and social cohesion are, in fact, equally important 

in such programmes but are overlooked by the Olympic Cultural 

programmes (Beauvais and Jenson, 2000; McCarthy et al., 2004). They are 

viewed in the literature as significant aspects of cultural democracy, as 

they consider people’s entitlement and access to culture (Hadley and 

Belfiore, 2018), which adds cultural value beyond economic perspectives. 

This thesis situates itself in line with this argument, by highlighting the 

importance of the social legacies and the role of events like the Olympic 

Games on youth participation and engagement with society. The 

relationship established between levels of participation and other social 

outcomes allows us to acknowledge other significant forms of 

participation and ideas of civic engagement (Scott, 2004, p. 14). In 

particular, it categorises who is able to participate and who is included 

within or excluded from public debate and engagement with the city or 

nation. On that basis, this study suggests alternative forms of cultural 
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production and assessment, through the excavation of youth memories 

and imaginaries of the Games. It draws on the work of scholars such as 

Belfiore (2020), who argue that cultural policy measures need to move 

away from the economic doxa by including groups from different social 

contexts for the sake of other cultural policy discourses. In the context of 

this study, one intangible yet significant legacy of the Olympic Games is 

its social legacy, which opens up other ways of exploring how 

opportunities for performances, displays and the exercise of “civil 

society” (Roche, 2002, p. 13) are instigated. As an integral part of the 

public sphere, young people’s voices, views, stories and civic 

enactments, underpinned by their memories and expectations of the 

Games are central to making sense of the legacy outcomes, and to 

understanding what citizenship means to them (Kohe, 2017). 

 

Brazil: Cultural Policy and Place-Making 

The development of cultural policies in Brazil has always been historically 

linked to questions of human rights, democratisation, identity, and 

enactments of citizenship ( Moreira and Calabre, 2012). Thus, citizenship and 

culture are, one way or the other, two aspects that have long been interwoven 

and are relevant for making sense of Brazilian cultural policies.  

 

It was not until 1988, following the promulgation of the Constitution of Brazil, 

that bottom-up revindications and civil mobilisations began to emerge, 
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underpinned by the development of cultural policies (Moreira and Calabre, 

2012). Described as a “decade of reforms”, the nineties were a significant 

period for Brazil and a ‘turning point in the economic history of the country’ 

(Baumann, 2002, p. 6), particularly for culture policy. During this decade, 

nearly 21% of Brazil’s GDP was allocated to public social programmes, 

including areas related to culture as a move to channel spending into the social 

sphere (Baumann, 2002, p. 92). Although the Lei Rouanet (in English Rouanet 

Law),16 was an important milestone for the cultural sector in Brazil, it was later 

criticised for leaving too much power and public resources in the hands of a 

few wealthy business people in Brazil. Criticisms directed at this policy were 

substantiated on the basis of the following idea:  

Culture became a prime victim of globalisation; the commodification of 
the world invading the cultural sphere in devastating fashion.  From 
infinite diversity, Brazilian culture was reduced to the clichés of soap 
operas. Brazil was reconstructed in the national imagination by 
television. Cultural representation dwindled to three or four chic 
districts of São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro, with a few scenes from the 
country’s folklore thrown in (for export). The absence of the rich 
diversity of Brazilian people in the nation’s history and imagination was 
thus consolidated (Turino, 2018, p. 24). 

The aforementioned trajectories of Brazil’s cultural policies are important to 

contextualise the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro and its role for the 

youth population. In particular, existing challenges and fights to overcome 

authoritarian and elitist approaches to culture and to understand the 

!
16 Lei Rouanet (in English Rouanet Law) was a Brazilian law with the aim of providing funds 
for the arts and culture of the country based on a tax incentive policy in order to encourage 
companies and citizens to invest in the cultural areas (Dowlatyari, 2017) 
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instrumentalisation of culture were key to this process (Gray, 2008). According 

to research, the historical relationship between authoritarianism and culture is 

not restricted to the dictatorship period in Brazil (Rubim, 2013). In fact, 

authoritarianism still prevails in Brazilian society due to existing social 

inequalities where elitism is ‘expressed, at a macro-social level, through 

ignorance, persecution and annihilation of cultures including the cultural 

exclusion to which a significant part of the population is subject’ (Rubim, 2013, 

pp. 246-247). This involves inequality in terms of the cultural access of 

minority groups, indigenous, and African-Brazilian descendants, to media 

cultures. It is argued that these groups are ‘hardly covered by the national 

cultural policies when they existed’ (ibid., p. 247). Yet a new era of cultural 

policies developed by ministers Gilberto Gil and Juca Ferreira during 

President Lula’s17 mandate (2002-2010) challenged this pattern and paved the 

way for the state’s active role in different cultural areas. The idea of society as 

the main producers and creators of culture is a crucial point of bottom-up 

approaches to culture, which seek to work towards ‘opening paths to face 

authoritarianism’ (Rubim, 2013, p. 251). Existing literature suggests that such 

policies, stemming from the National Cultural Plan (NCP) and National 

!
17 Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was the 35th President of Brazil (from 2003-2010). It was during 
his presidency that Rio de Janeiro won the right to host the 2016 Summer Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. He was considered the driving force behind the bid for Rio’s Olympic 
Games, claiming that this victory was also a victory for all South American countries which 
would now be able to participate in the Games. For Lula, the Games were not only Rio’s 
Olympics but Brazil’s Olympic Games (The Telegraph, 2016). 
!
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Cultural System (NCS), proved to be very popular and successful across the 

country especially for young people from deprived and less privileged 

backgrounds in Brazil (Vilutis, 2011, p. 111). Hence, a new anthropological and 

multicultural approach to culture evolved into multiple local projects that 

sought to challenge bureaucratic and traditional formats established in 

previous policies. This new approach gave more visibility to other forms of 

cultural expressions like the Cultura Viva - Pontos de Cultura (Points of Culture), 

that brought into being, ‘points, places, and practices of cultures where the 

people have been “de-silenced” (Turino, 2018, p. 24). In a nutshell, Pontos de 

Cultura enabled multiple voices from different parts of Brazil to find voice in 

a variety of arts and cultural expressions. This included anything from music 

to literature, poetry, and other popular artistic enactments. For Gilberto Gil, 

diversity is what makes Brazil “Brasil”. This means that cultural policies 

developed during his term as Minister of Culture gave currency to that 

‘imperfect mosaic’ of Brazilian culture (ibid., p. 13) in a fashion that had, 

arguably, never been explored before. I build upon this idea of policy, defined 

by Gil as a way to ‘perform a kind of anthropological acupuncture, massaging 

meridians and spaces which have become temporarily unvalued or dormant 

in the cultural body of the nation’ (ibid., pp. 99-100) in order to establish 

connections with participants’ memories and imaginaries. In particular, it 

allows us to examine the benefits presented to young people from different 

backgrounds who are able to voice their views of society, create new cultural 

spaces, and exercise the right to access culture. Most importantly, aspects of 
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inclusion are foregrounded in such policy, which is critical for democracy and 

citizenship. According to Vilutis (2011), p. 115, young people’s participation 

in such cultural activities promotes local citizenship, engagement in politics 

and allows them to explore different constructions of identities. Similar to 

Vilutis’s view, this thesis supports the idea of young people as citizens with 

rights intrinsically embedded in their multiple dimensions of identity and 

which are relevant to the relationship they (young people) establish with 

public spaces.  

Although it was during Lula’s mandate that Rio de Janeiro made its formal 

bid for the 2016 Olympic Games (in 2009), the abovementioned cultural 

policies were never fully implemented. In fact, literature indicates that Rio de 

Janeiro’s local culture was largely overlooked (Calabre and Lustosa, 2017). 

One of the reasons behind this was the economic and political crisis that took 

over the country ahead of the Games (e.g. President Dilma’s imminent 

impeachment and other political resignations). Instead, Rio de Janeiro put 

forward a cultural plan to sell itself as a creative city (Florida, 2005; Szaniecki 

and Silva, 2010; Landry, 2012), by showcasing the best of the nation, with a 

cultural policy focused mainly on the production and consumption aspects of 

the city and the country to the outside world. As a result, the creative industry 

side of the Olympic Games prospered over the local culture. The mainstream 

media (see section 2.2) played a significant role in promoting these and other 

aspects of the Games (Szaniecki and Silva, 2010). 
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Rio de Janeiro’s Cultural Olympiad18 – the official Olympic Cultural 

Programme – was also relevant to the city’s and Brazil’s cultural policies. As 

the first South American city to host the Summer Olympic and Paralympic 

Games, Rio did not have a four-year Olympiad programme similar to all 

previous host cities. Instead, the cultural programme was devised on the basis 

of a series of short programmes that took place during the Games in 2016 

(Garcia, 2016). For these reasons, the cultural side of the Games was organised 

by the Secretary of Tourism of the Rio Municipality (Olympic Boulevard 

programme) and the International Olympic Committee Foundation for 

Culture and Olympic Heritage. Under these circumstances, the absence of a 

Cultural Olympiad, with specific aims set out by the host city, made the 

cultural policies around the 2016 Games difficult to assess. As it turned out, 

‘visitors and residents remain largely unaware of the points of connection 

between a range of cultural expressions inspired by the Olympic Games’ 

(Garcia, 2016, n.p.). Supported by three levels of government (federal, state 

and municipality), the discourse of Rio 2016 official candidature focused on 

the ‘celebration and transformation of the city’ of Rio de Janeiro (IOC, 2016, 

p.46). It claimed that it sought to include strategies aimed at increasing youth 

participation, social transformation through sport, regional sports leadership, 

global promotion and success (Silva and Cerdan, 2014, p. 99). Nonetheless, 

!
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little is known to date regarding Rio 2016’s intangible legacies, particularly 

from the perspective of the local population (Reis, de Sousa-Mast and Gurgel, 

2014). Public consultation and participation is fundamental for a sustainable 

cultural policy (Pratt, 2005; Andrews, 2006; McCarthy, 2006;) but according to 

the existing literature, in the case of Rio de Janeiro’s Olympic Games, this 

seems to have been overlooked.  

 

The UK versus Brazil: how cultural policies impact on youth citizenship  

The two cultural policies discussed in this section illustrate the significance of 

the Olympic Games as a global media and mega event in each of the settings. 

Considered one of the most mediatised sporting mega-events in the world, the 

Olympics have long attracted the attention of academics, governments, and 

policymakers. The result is a large body of scholarship across different 

disciplines with a view to understanding the impact of the Games on national 

identity (Rowe, McKay and Miller, 1998; Bernstein and Blain, 2002; Toohey 

and Veal, 2007), the representation of different groups during the event in the 

media (Lee, 1992; Higgs et al., 1994; King, 2007), and the ritual and social 

implications across different epochs (Dayan and Katz, 1994; Couldry, 2003; 

Couldry and Hepp, 2009). Yet, from a media and youth studies’ perspective, 

current scholarship devoted to the Olympic Games’ role in youth citizenship 

is still limited, thus suggesting that further research on other forms of youth 

participation in society as part of the Olympics’ legacy should be conducted 

(see section 2.2.2). For example, further research needs to be undertaken to 
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investigate how young people might be able to define their communities and 

themselves in the world and history through the cultural policies set out by 

the host cities. Scholars should also seek to investigate to what extent the 

cultural policies linked to media events like the Olympics ‘promote a sense of 

communal continuity and definition while continuing to support aesthetic 

discourse and artistic creativity’ (Mulcahy, 2006, p. 328). 

 

The preceding review of literature and academic discussion around cultural 

policy is important to situate this thesis’s contribution within the 

multidimensional perspectives inherent to my participants’ accounts and in 

the public sphere, given that cultural policy is ‘a matter of urgent public 

debate’ (McGuigan and McGuigan, 2012, p. 1) and would certainly reap the 

benefits of being considered from a critical and communicative perspective 

(ibid.). Equally, media play an important role in the creative and cultural 

industries, by often being associated with governments’ cultural policies 

(Hesmondhalgh, 2005), especially in the case of the Olympic Games.  

 

Additionally, the mediatisation of the Olympic Games as an important media 

event that travels across time and space is a significant point that will be 

discussed the next section, which will review the main theoretical 

contributions on the role of the media in light of this thesis’s framework 

(Jovencivic). 

!  
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2.2 PART II – MEDIA EVENTS 
 
The connection between media events, identity, and citizenship is a fascinating 

one, which has made it possible to examine and understand the state of 

societies within different historical moments. Maurice Roche (2003) suggests 

that mega-events such as the Olympic Games and World Cups have 

experienced enduring popularity since the nineteenth century, in part because 

of their ‘social functions both for elites and mass publics in marking time and 

history in a social world characterised by incessant intergenerational change’ 

(ibid., p. 100). The Olympics have long been the focus of academic critique 

concerning its social, political, and cultural histories (Riordan, 2002; 

Mechikoff, 2006; Tomlison and Young, 2006; Rowe, 2012). Daniel Dayan and 

Elihu Katz’s seminal work Media events: The live broadcasting of history (1994) is 

critical for this thesis. It supports the idea of the Olympic Games as 

‘mnemonics for organisational personal and historical time’ (Dayan and Katz, 

1994, p. 211), implying that these types of events are an opportunity to 

acknowledge the historical, temporal, and spatial characteristics of different 

spaces and places. Moreover Dayan and Katz argue that media events not only 

impose a sense of familialism on us but also create an opportunity for 

organising personal and historical time because ‘viewers will associate the 

Games with where they were and what they were doing’ (Dayan and Katz, 

1994, p. 212). Hence, this research draws on these claims to further explore 

how young people’s sense of citizenship might be related to their own 

memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games. 
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In addition, Nick Couldry and Andreas Hepp (2009), propose a 

reconceptualisation of media events by drawing on the idea of globalised 

media cultures. According to these scholars, media events also have an 

important role to play as the ‘main mediators of society’s center’ (Couldry and 

Hepp, 2009, p. 10). This suggests that trans-local phenomena associated with 

these events in our current global age need to be recontextualised with regards 

to their implications for wider notions of citizenship. Although relevant, these 

contributions fail to address the impact of media events on transnational forms 

of active public spheres, which is relevant to make sense of other forms of 

citizenship beyond national contexts. 

 

In fact, researching the Olympic Games from a mass media perspective calls 

for a better understanding of this phenomenon beyond Dayan and Katz’s 

seminal work on media events. It requires an analysis of the political and social 

implications intrinsic to this global event, including the pitfalls and 

opportunities that it presents to its audiences. For instance, political 

explorations of global sports and cultural spectacles, like the Olympics, are 

symptomatic of the intensifying globalisation of media and sports (Tomlinson 

and Young, 2006). These type of events have long been connected with cultural 

celebrations driven by political and ideological motives, and recurrently 

associated with ‘shared global modes of identity and interdependence, 

making real sense of a global civil society’ (Tomlinson and Young, 2006, p. 1). 



!

!

!

,.!

The body of research on the political histories of the Olympics indicates that 

the Games are a great opportunity for the host country or city to showcase the 

best of itself and fuel a certain degree of national rivalry (ibid.). Some scholars, 

like MacAloon (1988), see the Olympics as a “festival by television”, which 

translates into a political event in light of global affairs (Kanin, 2019). Sports 

and politics are, unquestionably, a significant form of cross-cultural activity 

for the interest of the mass public (Kanin, 2019). Given the mass media and 

global dimensions of these events, existing literature shows that the Olympics 

are often utilised as a political stage to express discontent in relation to other 

participating countries. Despite the existing research around local struggles 

and politics (Hargreaves, 2000; Burbank et al., 2001) as part of hosting the 

Games, national and transnational examples are more visible in the literature 

then local ones. Many examples in the history illustrate this rather well. 

Although the IOC’s position is that the Olympics should not interfere with 

politics, political controversy has always been part of this event (Guttmann, 

2003; Berg, 2008; Hoberman, 2008; Nold, 2013). Perhaps the most well-known 

example is the Nazis’ racial policies and the boycott of the USA and other 

countries in the 1936 Games in Berlin (Guttmann, 2003, p. 372). The Images of 

the “Black Salute” in Mexico 1968, the Palestinian terrorist attack in the 1972 

Munich Games, the boycotts of the Soviet Union during the 1980 and 1984 

Games and then the subsequent boycotts of the Los Angeles Games, as well as 

the North Korean reaction to the 1988 Seoul Olympics are also examples of 

these types of political manifestations. Moreover, the historical trajectories of 
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the Olympics reveal years of political and controversial incidents 

disseminated around the world via television and global digital media.  

 

The Games are equally perceived as a catalyst for public discussion at various 

levels, offering a space for transnational political performances, and acting as 

a global media event through which an emergent public opinion might play a 

role in advocating for human rights, and alternative performances of 

citizenship at various levels (Brownell, 2012). This research builds upon recent 

works that argue that media events in a globalised media culture need to be 

contemplated beyond the myth of a mediated centre, by adding the role of 

electronic media and the global applicability of the media events model (Hepp 

and Couldry, 2009). For this reason, a chapter of this thesis is dedicated to the 

analysis of national media content from the respective countries, in order to 

establish a connection between the media’s and participants’ discourses (see 

chapters 4, 5 and 6). 

 

2.2.1 THE ROLE OF THE OLYMPICS ON TRANSNATIONAL IDENTITY 

 
The literature around the impact of the Olympic Games on citizenship does 

not seem to engage sufficiently with conceptual understandings of 

transnational identity and emergent public spheres. Despite the importance of 

Dayan and Katz’s (1994) view of media events and their relationship with 

collective memory, and Edward Shils’ (1961, p. 117) contemplation of such 

events as the ‘centre’, close to the ‘order of symbols, of values and beliefs, 
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which govern the society’, neither of these theories explore the ritual media 

performance across borders or its implications at a transnational level. 

Although at a national level, it is important to understand how such theories 

support the role of media events in enhancing collective citizenship, national 

identity and society’s centre, further studies are still necessary to make sense 

of civic engagement at a transnational level. To that end, this study 

investigates youth discourses with the view that ‘a growing body of media 

studies literature is documenting the existence of discursive arenas that 

overflow the bounds of both nations and states’ (Fraser, 2007, p. 7). 

Transnational and counter public spheres theories (e.g. Fraser, 1994; 

McLaughlin, 2004; Calhoun, 2011) are drawn upon and extended to support 

the youth discourses beyond national contexts in a progressively globalised 

world. 

 

The idea of a counter public sphere (or spheres) beyond and across spatial and 

temporal frameworks is important to understand how, at a local level, young 

citizens counter-interact and express themselves in relation to their 

surroundings and other global issues affecting their lives. The existing 

literature in this area suggests that transnational public opinion and the public 

sphere are not always researched at a deeper level. In fact, the transnational 

civil society that fosters an active public sphere based on citizens’ participative 

interaction is claimed as being mourned and lost (Arendt, 1958). Critic and 

feminist Lisa McLaughlin also claims that there has been a great deal of 
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emphasis placed on the public sphere as a nation-centred arena, resulting in a 

‘vacuum of contributions to our understanding of the current status of 

transnational public spheres’ (McLaughlin, 2004, p. 156). Although the 

Olympics are perceived as a case of a global ritual and an example of a 

‘foundation for building transnational public spheres’ (Brownell, 2012, p. 310), 

the best way to promote participatory engagement is, arguably, through 

contestation built up among a multiplicity of competing publics, both in 

stratified and egalitarian societies (Fraser, 1990). 

 

This thesis draws upon these ideas, in particular Fraser’s concept of ‘subaltern 

counter publics’ (Fraser, 1990, p. 67)to make sense of participants’ discourses 

from the two locations. To be clear, subaltern counter publics are ones that 

allow young people to have: parallel discursive arenas where members of 

subordinated social groups invent and circulate counter-discourses, which in 

turn permit them to formulate oppositional interpretations of their identities, 

interests, and needs (Fraser, 1990, p. 67). Bearing in mind that both samples of 

participants come from differently stratified societies (i.e. the UK and Brazil), 

the idea of subaltern public spheres is useful to give currency to some of the 

participants’ views, particularly those whose voices have been excluded from 

relevant debates in global, national and local public spheres.  

 

In line with the above argument, this thesis asserts that ‘marginalised’ or 

neglected youth groups, both from London and Rio de Janeiro, also form part 
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of the plethora of discursive material around the Olympics Games. This is 

possible to grasp through a new approach to discourse (see methods Chapter 

3). In addition, the discursive memories and imaginaries of young people are 

viewed in this study as critical for building the process of counter-discourses 

against mainstream views of youth public spheres. This means that the 

multiple and complex processes embedded in youth recollections and 

imaginaries of the Olympic Games are considered as alternative forms of 

expression and participation in society.  

 

Previous research has demonstrated the extent to which the Olympic Games’ 

transnational public sphere can be mobilised beyond the topic of sports to 

focus on politics, human rights, nationalism, education, and citizenship ideals 

(McLaughlin, 2004; Giulianotti and Brownwell, 2012; Brownell, 2021). The 

International Olympic Committee (IOC) is recurrently under pressure from 

NGOs (particularly from Western human rights and advocacy organisations), 

and the international community, to influence host cities and countries to 

abide by human rights policies. Broadcasted to and watched by millions, the 

Games offer a ritual for global communities and an opportunity to express 

themselves and contribute to an international debate. The Games symbolise 

what Brownell (2012, p. 310) claims to be the ‘foundation for building 

transnational public spheres’. Both Brownell’s and Fraser’s theoretical 

contributions illustrate well how the politics behind the Olympic Games may 
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prompt an active ‘imagined community’19 (Anderson, 2004) and shape 

‘transnational’ public spheres to debate topics such as human rights, politics, 

and citizenship. The 2008 Beijing Olympic Games illustrate well how the 

Games triggered a heated transnational debate on human rights in China 

(Brownell, 2012, pp. 307–309), while at the same time offered a vision of unity 

and a shared feeling of national strength, similar to an imagined community 

(Anderson, 2004) across China. 

 

Although this part of the literature review emphasises traditional concepts of 

media events (from both local and national perspectives) rather than 

contemporary globalised media cultures (Couldry and Hepp, 2009), it does not 

mean that the implications of the Olympic Games at a national level are 

overlooked in this thesis. In fact, national identity is explored by drawing upon 

the impact of the Games on the idea of national integration and national 

identity (Hargreaves and Ferrando, 1997; Tomlinson and Young, 2006; Xu, 

2006). The examples given here substantiate the view that mega sports events, 

like the World Cup and the Olympics, have become ‘central stages’ (Xu, 2006), 

on which athletes and other celebrities are able to display strong, nationalised 

discourses (Thomas and Antony, 2015).  

!
!&!In his seminal book Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread 
of  Nationalism,  Benedict Anderson (2004) developed the concept of an imagined community 
concept to explain how national identity is socially constructed and implicated in notions of 
nationalism. He particularly draws attention to the role of the media in shaping individuals 
imagine communities and how it impacts on the nation as an imagined political identity. 
!
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Overall, the literature suggests the need to rethink and reconceptualise the 

ceremonial, collective, and ‘centric’ aspects of media events within and 

beyond national contexts, including the political sociology of mega-events and 

those linked to sports and culture, as ‘their actual and potential roles in 

contemporary global culture and society’ (Roche, 2003, p. 101). Mega-events 

like the Olympics are framed in this thesis as the production of intermediate 

meso-public spheres, implicit in national public spheres. This involves social 

and temporal exchanges that are seen as contributing to the development of 

culture and society at the global level (Roche, 2003). The Olympics are 

considered a media event in a ‘global village’ (McLuhan, 2011, p.35), which 

compels us to rethink our experiences of social time and space (Roche, 2003). 

 

2.2.2 MEDIA AND YOUTH CITIZENSHIP  

 
The relationship between young people and the media has long drawn the 

attention of scholars working in the fields of youth cultures and youth 

citizenship. Increasingly embedded in young people’s lives (Livingstone, 

2002; McMillan and Morrison, 2006; Rideout, Foehr and Roberts, 2010), the 

media intersect and overlap in ways that enable young citizens to make sense 

of their societies, communities, and performances of civic participation 

(Anderson, 2004; Jenkins, 2016). The media also appear to offer an opportunity 

to connect young citizens globally, by extending new ways to learn and 
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develop information beyond local and national contexts (Livingstone and 

Bovill, 1999; Buckingham, 2007).  

 

Existing literature in this field suggests that the relationship between youth 

and the media has been examined extensively, not only in the context of young 

people’s access to media but equally regarding the use of different media 

platforms (Livingstone, 2000; Livingstone and Helsper, 2007) and how they 

provide opportunities and challenges for younger generations to engage with 

society (Buckingham, 1999; Loader, 2007; Buckingham and Willett, 2013).  As 

a media event, the Olympic Games have not been explored in great depth in 

relation to their implications for young people’s lives and their sense of civic 

participation.  

 

Despite the vast body of research around the impacts and opportunities that 

the media may have on youth citizenship (Buckingham, 2007; Montgomery et 

al., 2008; and Dahlgren, 2013), little is known about the Olympics as a type of 

media genre that travels across borders, and its role in promoting youth civic 

engagement. Research on youth and the Olympics focuses mainly on sports 

participation (Chappelet, 2012; Veal, Toohey and Frawley, 2012; Kohe and 

Bowen-Jones, 2016), the Olympic movement (Thorpe and Wheaton, 2011), and 

the legacies in connection with the Olympic Movement (Girginov and Hills, 

2008). By contrast, the literature on the media elements of the Olympics is vast 

and overtly dedicated to exploring the global phenomena of television and 
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media rights. The latter includes researching topics about national identity and 

globalisation. As a result, this part of the literature suggests a gap in research 

on the Games as a potential platform for civic participation. 

 

The relationship between the Olympic Games and the media has always been 

contested (Toohey and Veal, 2007). For a long time, the mass media held the 

upper hand in relation to the Olympics. Yet, from 1992 onwards, and in 

particular in today’s mediatised and political world, the Olympic industry 

dominates the role of the media during the event. As claimed by various 

scholars (Slater, 1998; Toohey and Veal, 2007), we are currently living in the 

‘era of Olympic dominance’. As a result, the mediatisation20 of the Olympic 

Games (Roche, 1994; Rowan, 2000) is central to this thesis, as a means of 

making sense of the participants’ narratives and constructions of civic 

engagement.   

 

The interplay between mediation and mediatisation is central to this thesis and 

thus these concepts are linked to the proposed analytical work for examining 

the Olympics as a case study. By mediation, I want to draw attention to the 

fact that a substantial amount of my participants’ discourses and experiences 

are mediated through ‘the words and images of the dominant medium 

!
20 The mediatisation of the Olympics implies the way in which the media (in particular the 
mass media) has contributed to the dissemination and shaping of the event by making it 
possible to be accessible to everyone who wish to take part of the phenomena. It also means 
how the development of the media and technological advances made the Olympics a global 
and world known event with important commercial gains for both the sports and Olympics’ 
industry (Roche, 1994; Rowe, 2009) 
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[television] of our time’ (McQuail, 1999, p. 110), as well as other more 

contemporary media platforms. With that in mind, a small empirical analysis 

of the national media from the two countries in which the study took place 

was conducted. The purpose of such analysis was to explain the extent to 

which participants’ mediated experiences impacted upon their identity 

formation and discourses (see Chapter 3). This is supported by theoretical 

contributions around mediation, which suggest that mass media messages 

shape people’s identities and views of the world. Hence, the words, images, 

ideas, and concepts shared about the Olympic Games through the mass media 

are considered by some of the participants as ‘the main source of an awareness 

of a shared past (history) and of a present social location’ (McQuail, 1999, p. 

64). Moreover, mediation is seen as a process whereby the mass media pervade 

our sense of reality and our ‘second or third party versions of events and 

conditions which we cannot directly observe for ourselves’ (ibid., p. 65). Such 

a process is viewed as playing a key role in how we make sense of the world, 

the way our identities are constructed, and who we are. Similarly, sociologists 

Berger and Luckman (1996) highlight that not only is human reality socially 

constructed, but the processes through which knowledge of reality is 

constructed vary according to different ‘social collectives and artefacts, 

including cultural objects’ (ibid.), both in the past and the present. This study 

is based on a similar assumption – as suggested by the sociology of knowledge 

and phenomenology – that youth awareness of the world is also partly 
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constructed by different factors, including the media and the interplay 

between memory and imagination.  

 

Mediatisation, on the other hand, follows mediation. It implies 

‘transformations in society that are shaped by the media as well as processes 

of mediation’ (Lundby, 2009, p. 4). This concept is brought up in this thesis to 

explain the influence of media events, like the Olympics, on different spheres 

of youth social life and society. More specifically, it involves exploring ‘the 

ways in which the media […] have made themselves mutually indispensable 

and unavoidably interrelated’ (Mazzoleni, 2008, p. 1) in society. From a media 

logic perspective, this implies that the technological, organisational, and 

cultural aspects of the media are all part of the process of mediatisation. 

Furthermore, we live in an era where, ‘mediatisation and globalisation have 

become pervasive features of social development’ (Roche, 2002, p. 6). As a 

result, the increasing influence of and relation between the media and global 

sports is viewed as instrumental in the representation of different social and 

cultural aspects of society. Hence, this thesis views the mediatisation of the 

Olympics as key to the participants’ remembrances and imaginary 

enactments, be it at an individual, collective, national, or transnational level. It 

builds upon these concepts (mediation, mediatisation, media events) to situate 

the Games as an important case study for political discussion and for the 

examination of youth citizenship values.  This is one of the reasons why I have 

chosen the Olympic Games in two settings as a case study for this thesis. 
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To that end, theories on civic media,21 that are used to describe an increase of 

civic participation and civic engagement enhanced through any medium 

(Jenkins, 2007), are equally relevant to illuminate the extent to which the 

Olympics could be utilised as an important platform for civic engagement, 

beyond current European or US perspectives. Instead, the idea of civic media 

is used when discussing the  North-South divide by emphasising the relevance 

of an alternative participatory culture that is emerging particularly amongst 

young people who are increasingly seeking new and transformative ways of 

becoming engaged with politics. This is the case with the young participants’ 

performances where popular culture is used as a means to voice ideas and 

political enactments in relation to various topics. While fan production, for 

example, is claimed as an imaginable way for youth performances to be 

claimed as politically engaging (Jenkins, 2016), this study suggests that the 

mind map exercises and discourses emerging from participants’ memories 

and imaginaries are similarly engaging.    

 

Other scholars have also supported the view that some young people have 

nowadays become involved in politics through different systems or formats, 

more attuned to their ‘personal interests, social networks, and cultural or 

commodity activism’ (Jenkins, 2016, p. 8). As mentioned earlier, the riots and 

!
21 Civic Media is a concept developed by scholar Henry Jenkins to refer to any type of media 
that is used to foster civic engagement, such as democratic participation like voting, and other 
microprocesses of everyday social rituals and connections (Jenkins, 2016) 
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demonstrations in the UK in 2011 (Norris, 2003; Marsh et al., 2006; Mycock and 

Tonge, 2011), the Arab Spring in 2010, the 15-M Movement or the Indignados 

Movement in 2011, the Hong Kong Umbrella Revolution in 2014, and Brazil’s 

political demonstrations during and after the World Cup in 2014 (Gerbaudo, 

2013, 2017; Kavada, 2014; Kavada and Dimitriou, 2017) are just some examples 

in the literature that suggest youths’ active engagement. Moreover, such 

movements are seen, to a greater or lesser degree, as a result of youth 

disenfranchisement with governments’ economic and social policies, 

including neoliberal agendas (Misir, 2011; Feixa et al., 2016). Often led by 

young people, such counter-hegemonic manifestations are exceptional and yet 

similar in a way: they rely upon advances in new media technologies, 

particularly social media and the online world, to form and organise 

movements in a collective manner (Bennett, 2003; Cottle, 2008; Bennett and 

Segerberg, 2012; Loader et al., 2014; Sloam, 2014). For example, the role of 

social media has been critical in the recent growing wave of protest 

movements, which attracted the attention of academics, governments, and 

media companies in what has been considered a ‘viral chronotope’22 (Feixa, et 

al., 2016, p. 261). Yet, literature on this topic has not so far touched upon the 

role of memory and imagination as significant prompts and catalysts for 

young people’s civic media participation.   

 

!
22 Viral chronotope is a concept that denotes a similar idea of the agora but involving 
cosmopolitan youth in accelerated and compressed time-spaces, in glocal arenas that 
expanded from social networks towards political and economic centres in a specific moment. 
It represents the new young protester but in a virtual way (Feixa, et al., 2016, p. 261) 
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Notwithstanding the substantial body of scholarship on youth, media, and 

politics (e.g. Buckingham, 1999, 2000; Dunsmore and Lagos, 2008; Olsson and 

Dahlgren, 2010; Cohen and Kahne, 2011; Dahlgren, 2013; Bragg and Kehily, 

2014), the perception of young people as a disengaged group continues to 

permeate today’s contemporary ideals of civic engagement and citizenry 

(Hart, 1994; Putman, 1995; Furlong and Cartmel, 2007; Bennet, 2008). To a large 

extent, this assumption is based on growing evidence of an apparent decline 

in conventional forms of political participation amongst the younger 

population in the Western world in the last decade (Norris, 2004, 2011; 

Fieldhouse et al., 2007; Farthing, 2010; Sloam, 2011; Henn and Foard, 2012). 

Other studies also identified a significant drop in turnout among those aged 

between 18 and 24 (Mesch and Coleman, 2007), a fact that has preoccupied 

governments and policymakers, especially in Western societies (Macedo et al., 

2005; Sloam, 2011). Another reason for this concern is the apparent fall in 

readership and television viewing, especially among the younger generation. 

Nevertheless, academics and researchers have refuted the idea that a serious 

lack of interest in politics (Buckingham, 2000), or citizenship values, is at the 

core of such trends. Instead, it has been suggested that the ineptitude of 

conventional forms of news (e.g. news that is unable to offer young people a 

broader context of political events that relates to their daily lives), is one of the 

key aspects at the heart of the problem (Bathurst and Wartella, cited in 

Buckingham, 2000, p. 6). These concerns have prompted the rise of different – 

– if not polarised – ways of looking at citizenship, particularly given that the 
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decline of news watching or readership has always been, to a greater or lesser 

extent, associated with an active and informed citizenship and politics, at least 

in Western societies (Habermas, 1984, 1989; Keane, 1995; Buckingham, 1999). 

The following take from Habermas on the negative role of the mass media in 

the public sphere is sometimes used to explain the level of youth apathy in the 

political arena, as well as other societal issues: ‘[…] the deprivatized province 

of interiority was hollowed out by the mass media; a pseudo-public sphere of 

a no longer literary public was patched together to create a sort of super 

familial zone of familiarity’ (Habermas, 1989, p. 162).  

 

Contrary to Habermas’s and other scholars’ views, the literature around the 

concept of civic media (Jenkins, 2016) and the use of the media as a tool for 

political and civic participation (Bennett, 2003; Cottle, 2008; Bennett and 

Segerberg, 2012; Loader et al., 2014; Sloam, 2014), suggests that some groups 

of young people are increasingly manifesting themselves as active citizens 

through other external media formats. This is described as cultural 

displacement rather than disaffection or disengagement, which implies that 

form rather than content is at the core of this displacement (Loader, 2007, p. 

1). Although traditional forms of political and civic engagement are claimed 

as no longer fulfilling the needs of young people in contemporary societies, 

diversity and heterogeneity within youth is also considered another important 

aspect in the reconceptualisation of youth citizenship. Other democratic forms 

of participation and active citizenship are progressively being performed on a 
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daily basis against the backdrop of global contemporary societies, with 

significant impacts on identities of the self in an increasingly globalised world. 

Anthony Giddens reinforces this perspective as key to citizenship by 

suggesting that the ‘self and the society are interrelated in a global milieu’ 

(Giddens, 1991, p. 32) for the first time in history.  

 
Mediated memories and imaginaries 

Part of this thesis examines how youths’ memories and imaginaries, often 

constructed through the media (mediated), impact upon young inhabitants’ 

sense of citizenship. Various scholars view the relationship between memory 

and the media to be inseparable (Van Dijck, 2008; Garde-Hansen, 2011) and as 

a ‘hierarchical binary’ (Van Dijck, 2008, p. 71). This means that, very often, the 

task of distinguishing between what is personal and what is mediated memory 

is a complex task. This is especially the case, given that a great deal of 

mnemonic aids, such as photos, videos, and other media, end up intertwined 

with our own individual memories. The literature has suggested that memory 

is not mediated by media but rather that the two mutually constitute our daily 

experiences (ibid., pp. 73-76). As a result, this thesis sees participants’ 

memories and imaginaries as intertwined with their media consumption, 

which explains the different ways of viewing the world and engagement with 

society.  

 

Equally, the idea of memory as inseparable from the media also has 

implications for the participants’ own identities, their sense of belonging, and 
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the way their communities or cities are shaped. Van Dijck’s (2007) work in this 

field is useful to understand how mediated memories might be used as a 

conceptual tool to make sense of personal cultural memory. She defines 

mediated memories as: ‘The acts and products of remembering in which 

individuals engage to make sense of their lives in relation to the lives of others 

and to their surroundings, situating themselves in time and place’ (Van Dijck, 

2007, p. 6). Dijck’s argument is relevant for this study, particularly in relation 

to the role of the media in young people’s memories and imaginaries. It also 

implies a methodological challenge for the discourse analysis conducted in 

this thesis. Given that the media is claimed as omnipresent and embedded in 

people’s lives (Buckingham, 2013; Howard, 2004; McMillian and Morrison, 

2006), the relationship between private, personal, mediated memory and 

experience (ibid.) is intertwined and affects participants’ ideas of civic 

engagement and citizenship. In addition to these theoretical considerations, it 

is argued that young people’s mediated memories are not only viewed as an 

opportunity to understand their civic engagement with society but also as an 

opportunity to deconstruct the messages they consume from media. This 

section overlaps with the following one as I explore and critique theoretical 

considerations from memory scholars, which forms the third strand of my 

theoretical and analytical approach.  

 
 
 

2.3 PART III - MEMORY AND IMAGINATION 
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Memory has long drawn the attention of philosophers and thinkers. Yet, it was 

not until the late ninetieth and early twentieth centuries that memory studies 

began to emerge as an important interdisciplinary field of research and 

popular topic for scholarly inquiry (Brown et al., 2009), prompting the interest 

of scholars across different disciplines, e.g. media, cultural studies, sociology, 

and memory studies. Foundational memory concepts from French 

philosophers and sociologists, such as Maurice Halbwachs (1950), Pierre Nora 

(1984), and Henry Bergson (1896), emerged as a reaction to a twentieth-century 

Europe in danger, petrified by the rise of fascist regimes and thus in need of 

grappling with the memories of people’s own destruction during the war. All 

these scholars shared the same opinion that ‘memory, remembering and 

recording are the very key to existence, becoming and belonging’ (Garde-

Hansen, 2011, p. 18).  

 

Maurice Halbwachs’ (1950) theorisations in his seminal work On collective 

memory underpin part of this thesis’s argument. By addressing memory from 

a sociological perspective, he claimed that memory is not an isolated, 

individual phenomenon but that society, too, has a memory. Also, he argued 

that individual memories rely upon frameworks or cadres of social memory 

(Halbwachs, 1950, 1992), which is an idea expanded in the case of my 

participants’ discourses. Furthermore, Halbwachs’ view that an ‘individual 

remembers by placing himself in the perspective of the group, but one may 

also affirm that memory of the group realizes and manifest itself in individual 
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memories’ (Halbwachs, 1992, p. 40) is crucial for understanding identity and 

citizenship enactments among young people.   

 

Although Halbwachs did not exactly contemplate the media as part of his 

conceptual framework, I draw on his theory of collective memory to claim that 

in the same way that memory is constituted and formed through different 

social frameworks, media such as photographs, notes, videos, or newspapers 

might be equally used by individuals to orient or frame their recollections. The 

idea of the media as one of the many frameworks through which young 

people’s experiences and memories are shaped and construed (Erll and 

Rigney, 2009) is significant for reframing citizenship. Hence, the cadres (or 

frames) will be transversally deployed to stress the different associations made 

by participants in relation to multiple frameworks, be it social or media 

related, national, local or transnational. The idea of cadres of memory is 

expanded in this study and in addition a more fluid, mediated, and 

transnational approach is put forward. Other “frames” are likewise 

considered in the examination of the participants’ discourses within their 

personal and mediated memories or imaginaries, and linked to their media 

consumption. Media, thus, are the key bone of contention in relation to 

Halbwachs’ work on collective memory. They allow the social cadres to be 

reworked and stretched beyond fixed time and social spaces. In fact, various 

scholars have since examined and explored the concept of collective memory 

and the cadres from a media research perspective (Schudson, 1995; Zelizer, 
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1995; Olick and Robbins, 1998; Kitch, 2005), and identified a connection 

between the two fields (collective memory and media) and its implications for 

the social construction of the world.  

 

The idea that ‘social groups construct their own images of the world by 

constantly shaping and reshaping versions of the past’ (Neiger, Meyers and 

Zandberg, 2011, p. 3) is key for making sense of the participants’ narratives. 

Yet, in that process, the mass media are equally significant in ‘shaping current 

collective recollections’ (Huyssen, 2000, cited in Neiger, Meyers and 

Zandberg, p. 3) and imaginaries of the world.  

 

2.3.1 MEMORY AND THE MEDIA 

 
Scholarship on societal rituals, ceremonies, and mass media texts suggests that 

collective memory is only possible through public articulation (Huyssen, 2000, 

cited in Neiger, Meyers and Zandberg, p. 3). This means that memory is 

intrinsically mediated and that media is an important area of study to further 

understand social construction and mediation.  

 

As a media event broadcasted to millions, the Olympic Games has a significant 

impact on how and why people recall certain topics, including their 

expectations in relation to society (Dayan and Katz, 1994; Pfister, 2011; Kohe, 

2017). Media are a critical element in this process, viewed as embedded in 
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people’s mediated and mediatised experiences (Livingstone and Bober, 2003; 

Van Dijck, 2007; Ritchue et al., 2010). 

 

This thesis is particularly concerned with how memory studies engages with 

different areas of media scholarship, particularly regarding mediatised sport 

events, like the Olympic Games, and their impact on different forms of youth 

experience (Roche, 2002). Furthermore, it supports the argument that it is 

almost impossible to think about events of the past without discoursing about 

them (Garde-Hansen, 2011, p. 19). It does so by choosing discourse analysis as 

the main research method in order to ‘touch upon’ participants’ memories and 

imaginations as legitimate views and opinions. While, on the one hand ‘at the 

moment of reproducing the past, our imagination remains under the influence 

of the present social milieu’ (Halbwachs, 1992, p. 49), on the other hand 

memory and imagination are equally influenced by our mediated experiences 

(Van Dijck, 2004; Garde-Hansen, 2011). As mentioned in the previous section, 

parallels will be drawn with Halbwachs’ sociological cadres or frameworks and 

the mediated or medial frameworks deployed by young people to form their 

views about, and collective sense of, their societies. Media are thus claimed as 

also representing many frameworks through which experience and memory 

are shaped and constructed by individuals (Erll and Rigney, 2009).  

 

Although academic scholarship dedicated to the relationship between media 

and memory rapidly developed after the first decade of the twentieth century, 
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with a specific interest in how memory studies engage with various areas of 

media studies beyond cultural production (Garde-Hansen, 2011; Neiger, 

Meyers and Zandberg, 2011), little is known about the role of globalised media 

events, with particular regards to the performance of memories and 

imaginaries. In response, this thesis examines young people’s recollections 

and imaginaries of the Olympic Games. 

 

We live in a society where almost everything is claimed to be mediated 

(Livingstone, 2008) and mediatised (Lundby, 2009), and the media are 

increasingly important for individuals’ reconstruction of individual and 

collective memories. This implies that we no longer rely exclusively on one 

source. Instead, as citizens in a globally connected world and in a mediated 

environment, it is becoming more difficult to make sense of different spheres 

(political, environment, society, or family) without acknowledging the 

importance of the media (Livingstone, 2008, p. 2). 

 

The study of the relationship between the media and memory is important for 

understanding how personal and public histories are performed through the 

process of mediation (Van Dijk, 2004). While, on the one hand, Van Dijk claims 

that the idea of ‘mediated memories’ raises important questions about 

individual identity in specific groups and cultures at certain moments in time 

(Van Dijk, 2004, p. 275), on the other hand, Andrew Hoskins’ (2001, p. 334) 

concept of “new memory” suggests that how we remember in an everyday 
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context, with new technical practices and in a media-saturated environment, 

has implications for how our memories are constructed. Although Hoskins 

does not specifically refer to the Olympic Games per se, he makes reference to 

other similar events, such as the treatment of Bill Clinton and Monica 

Lewinsky’s affair, the Gulf War, and September 11, to explain how the 

mediated live nature and ‘present Ness’ of television impacts upon cultural 

and collective memory, both locally and globally.  

 

Similarly, this thesis supports the view that young peoples’ experiences are 

partially mediated and the ubiquity of media and technologies in their lives 

has serious implications for how their discursive memories and imaginations 

are shaped and constructed. Youth discourses are thus similarly considered 

from the perspective that individuals’ memories are increasingly based on a 

past that, rather than just being remembered, is sometimes reconstructed in a 

current media-saturated environment (Hoskins, 2001, p. 336) and through a 

plethora of cultural technologies (Landsberg, 2004). Landsberg’s (ibid., p. 2) 

term ‘prosthetic memory’ is borrowed and expanded upon in this research to 

situate some of the participants’ memories of the Olympic Games, which they 

did not experience directly but which were rather a result of their media 

consumption (e.g. televised media events). This concept helps in 

deconstructing and ascertaining narratives that function as directly 

experienced memories. Thus, what was never directly experienced still has a 

powerful effect on the participant (Featherstone and Tamari, 2019). In other 



!

!

!

%.'!

words, the idea of engaging with past lives and experiences through the aid of 

mass technology is perceived as important for deconstructing the feelings and 

memories of the participants in this research. Moreover, while the media have 

the power to ‘represent lions or hunters’ (Garde-Hansen, 2011, p. 50), they can 

also offer an opportunity for the public, citizens, and communities in general 

to voice their opinions and preserve their memories.  

 

As this research focuses on the case study of a media event, it is important to 

point out that the media play a critical role in how young people perceive the 

world around them by: ‘playing an active role in shaping our understanding 

of the past, in “mediating” between us […] and past experiences and hence in 

setting the agenda for future acts of remembrance within society (Erll and 

Rigney, 2009, p. 3). This, too, has implications for youth identity, despite its 

geographic origins. Erll and Rigney’s (2009) contributions stand out by 

drawing attention to the role of the media in memory. For these scholars, 

cultural memory can only become collective when it becomes: ‘part of a 

continuous process whereby memories are shared with the help of symbolic 

artefacts that mediate between individuals and, in the process, create 

communality across both space and time’ (ibid., p. 1). What this suggests – 

which is useful for this study – is a new way of thinking about cultural 

memory beyond social dynamics, or what they designate as ‘medial 

frameworks’ (ibid., p. ?) of remembering and the ‘medial processes’ (ibid., p. 

4 through which the participants’ memory become collective.  
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In other words, while Erll and Rigney’s conceptualisation of a ‘medial process’ 

is important to emphasise the role of media as an entity that is not fixed and 

that shapes our memories, very little is said regarding the complex analysis of 

memories produced through such medial process, due to their fluidity and 

“traveling” mode. This concept will be useful to explain how the Olympic 

Games, as a media event, travels across borders and its importance for youth 

citizenship. Yet, the same idea will give currency to the opportunities that such 

‘medial processes’ can offer to citizens in terms of sharing ideas and voicing 

their feelings, which would not have been possible without the media. 

 

2.3.2 PERSPECTIVES ON CULTURAL MEMORY  

 
Jan and Aleida Assmann (2011) developed a distinctive approach towards 

cultural memory with a focus on national identity and how societies 

remember, which challenged Halbwachs’ conceptualisation of collective 

memory. Although both scholars have written extensively on the Holocaust 

and German people’s remembrances in the context of collective and cultural 

memory, their contribution, which bridges personal and collective memories, 

is relevant in the context of media and youth citizenship, with particular 

regards to the cultural aspects ingrained in remembrances of the Olympic 

Games and their role in national identity performances.   

 

Moreover, scholarship in this area connects culture and memory by 

analytically explaining the differences between personal, collective, and 
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cultural memory, as well as collective identity and political legitimation, all 

areas relevant to this thesis’s contribution and which will be examined 

separately. Media events like the Olympic Games have, over the years, 

evolved into cultural spectacles that go beyond sports, and convey important 

cultural and historical legacies (Shipway, 2007; Gratton, 2008; Garcia, 2012). In 

order to fully understand the implications of media events beyond sports, I 

argue that public remembrances, both at individual and collective levels 

require further examination.  

 

An example of this is Article 50 of the Olympic Charter,23 which states that no 

demonstration, whether political, religious, or racial propaganda, is permitted 

in the Olympic areas. Nevertheless, the Games have always been a favourable 

stage for political contestation, either by individuals, organising entities, or 

even participating countries.24 As this suggests, the Olympics might play a key 

role in the collective remembrances of citizens, representing what Assmann 

(2011) defines as an important part of the institutionalised and media rituals 

that pervade public remembrances.   

 

!
23 Article 50 of the Olympic Charter outlines the rules relating to advertising, demonstrations, 
and propaganda. For more information, see https://stillmed.olympic.org/Documents/ 
olympic_charter_ en.pdf.  
24 At the 1948 Olympic Games in London, known as the austerity Games, Japan and Germany 
were not invited since they were considered, in the aftermath of World War II, as the 
aggressors; China withdrew after the IOC recognised Taiwan; and Spain, Switzerland, and 
the Netherlands boycotted the Games over the Soviet invasion of Hungary. At the 1968 
Olympics in Mexico City, Tommie Smith and John Carlos performed the Black Power salute 
during the national anthem as a protest against racism in the USA. 
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As a cultural event, the Games offer a plethora of spectacles, including the 

compulsory Olympic Cultural Programme set out by the IOC and organised 

by each host city (Garcia, 2008). Such programmes and spectacles contribute 

towards collective remembrances, given that cultural memory production is a 

process through which ‘symbolic forms must not only be preserved but also 

circulated and re-embodied in a society’ (Assmann, 2011, p. 17). The Olympics’ 

opening and closing ceremonies are just some examples whereby 

performances of the history of a nation as well as other cultural enactments 

are broadcasted not only to the nation but worldwide.  

 

Assmann’s contribution to the field of collective memory is drawn upon to 

contextualise the contribution of this thesis to youth cultural, national, local, 

and transnational citizenship. The scholars describe collective memory by 

establishing a qualitative distinction between the communicative and cultural 

memory of individuals, which are arguably not only significant but 

thoroughly embedded in the discourse. Firstly, expanding on Halbwachs’ 

social conceptualisation of collective memory – and bearing in mind the 

argument that memory enables us to use the past to develop a narrative of 

ourselves (Assmann and Czaplicka, 1995, p. 15) – the data concerning 

collective memory are equally contemplated in this thesis from a cultural 

rather than just a psychological or behavioural framework. For Assmann 

(2011), while on the one hand communicative memory is related to everyday 

interaction, entailing historical experiences with a limited time horizon of 
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between 8 to 100 years, cultural memory, on the other hand, is anchored in 

materials purposely established and ceremonialised, including ‘reusable texts, 

images, and rituals specific to each society in each epoch’ (Assmann and 

Czaplicka, 1995, p. 132), with the purpose of conveying the image of that 

society (Connerton, 1989). 

 

The Olympic Games offer both types of experience for their audiences. On the 

one hand, the participants’ memories are contemplated, in line with 

Halbwachs’ view, as socially mediated and connected to a specific group. On 

the other hand, conversations with colleagues observed through the focus 

group interviews (communicative memory) provide what Assmann and 

Czaplicka (1995, p. 127) refer to as, a ‘more precise insight into the particular 

qualities of this everyday form of collective memory’. For instance, during the 

interviews with participants, part of the discourse prompted further debate on 

wider issues pertaining to society, which is symptomatic of an active 

citizenship but also is an example of communicative memory.  

 

Overall, the connection between time, identity, and memory is considered in 

this thesis across three levels: the individual, the social, and the cultural 

(Assmann, 2011). In addition to these, the media are positioned as equally 

important for the conceptualisation of memory. Although Assmann’s work is 

relevant for distinguishing between and understanding the different 

performative roles of cultural memory, more research is still needed to 
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understand how cultural memory, in this context, is connected to youth civic 

engagement and citizenship values. In the same way that Assmann and 

Czaplicka’s (1995) critique of Halbwachs paved the way for a new 

conceptualisation of collective memory, the two different modi memoranda 

presented by these scholars (communicative and cultural memory) are 

elevated as interwoven and legitimate forms of remembering in light of the 

Olympic Games. In addition to other elements, Assmann’s theory gives 

currency to the memories and imaginaries of young participants in relation to 

the Olympics. Symbols, texts, and images produced as part of the Games will 

be contemplated as strong apparatuses and examined accordingly. 

 

2.3.3 REMEMBERING AND IMAGINING AS LEGITIMATE LEGACIES 

 
Legacy is perhaps one of the most used words in the context of the Olympic 

Games’ discourse (Torres, 2012). For John MacAloon (2008), the Olympic 

Games industry has managed to produce a legacy discourse of common and 

flattening standards of expertise and has strengthened the IOC’s position and 

models of franchise with other Olympic parties (MacAloon, 2008, p. 2060). 

Such is the importance of this concept and the innumerable opportunities 

anchored to it that, in 2002, the International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

admitted that more research is necessary on the planning and management of 

legacy in the Olympics’ programmes (Kaplanidou and Karadakis, 2010, p. 

110). As a result, a call for researchers to explore the role of legacies and legacy 
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management for the Olympic host cities was recently launched by the IOC 

(ibid.). 

While legacy is viewed as multidimensional, including, in this case, the 

emotional constructions of the Olympic Games via memories, rituals and 

symbols (Cashman, 1998; Agha, Fairley and Gibson, 2012), it is also a future-

oriented concept. The UK Government’s discourse throughout the London 

2012 Olympic Games is an example of how legacy is perceived as linked to the 

past and the future. Part of the Government’s rhetoric (below) targeted young 

people and strongly focused on a legacy of hope and inspiration, hinged on 

the Olympics Movement as a catalyst for positive change: 

 Right from the very beginning of our bid in 2003, London 2012 has 
 been about what can be achieved through the inspiration and legacy 
 of sport, and through the power, influence and values of the Olympic 
 and Paralympic Movements as the catalyst for positive change and 
 inspiration for the youth of the world. Now, after years of detailed 
 planning and preparations, all the foundations of our vision are in 
 place based around Athletes, Youth, Legacy and Transformation, 
 London and the Games, the five pillars of the 2012 Games (LOCOG, 
 2012, p. 8). 
 
Similarly, the 2016 Rio de Janeiro discourse about the Games used the magical 

word ‘legacy’ to promise changes in the city that would last ‘much longer than 

the 17 days of Olympic competitions and 11 days of Paralympics’ (Rio Gov, 

2016, n.p.)25 (i.e. as a long-term project for the benefit of the local population). 

Plans to improve the quality of life of residents, and the guarantee that for 

every one Brazilian real invested in Olympic developments another five reais 

would be invested in legacy projects to improve the lives of those living in the 

!
"#! The Rio 2016 Legacy Plans from Rio Prefeitura can be accessed at http://www.rio. 
rj.gov.br/dlstatic/10112/4379008/4129850/RIO2016_estudos_ING.pdf. 
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city, are just some examples that illustrate Rio de Janeiro Olympics’ legacy 

rhetoric. 

Nonetheless, legacy is also related to memory (Cashman, 1998; Kohen, 2017), 

and remembering is media-influenced (Zierold, 2008; Erll and Rigney, 2009; 

Garde-Hansen, 2011; Neiger, Meyers and Zandberg, 2011). It has been claimed 

that media events such as the Olympics exist in competition with the writing 

of history and remain – one way or another – in the collective memory of their 

audiences either because of ‘the traumas to which they are responses or the 

exceptional nature and gratifications they provide’ (Dayan and Katz, 1994, p. 

211). This means that the Olympics has the potential to work as a source of 

mnemonics for citizens to organise their personal and historical time by 

relating some events in their lives with different Olympic Games in different 

historical times, and sharing ‘reference points [as] bridges between personal 

and collective history’ (ibid., p. 211).  

 

Performances of youth citizenship as intangible legacy 
 

Our perceptions of the world are considered a reality that develops through 

different aspects as we, ‘experience everyday life in terms of different degrees 

of closeness and remoteness, both spatially and temporally’ (Berger and 

Luckman, 1996, p. 36). In addition, this thesis envisages the media as part of 

that same experience, by shaping youth recollections and imaginaries, and 

awareness of the world.  
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Phenomenologists such as Alfred Schutz (1973, p. 29) claim that the vision of 

the world is limited to one’s perception, memory and knowledge. In line with 

these claims, this research argues that youth citizenship should be 

reconceptualised by attending to multiple perspectives, beyond geography 

and history, including the rich materiality of their remembrances and 

imaginaries.  

 

Yet, the idea of memories and imaginaries as important elements for 

understanding the world raises important questions about knowledge. Peter 

Meusburger’s (2011) contribution to this field is instrumental for making sense 

of participants’ discursive memories and imaginaries as part of the legacy of 

the Games. In his insightful view of the intricate yet powerful relationship 

between knowledge, memory, and politics, he argues that not only are 

memory and knowledge linked in a complex manner, but also, remembering 

is not the same as being reminded (Meusburger, 2011, p. 51). This is an 

important claim because the media are viewed in this thesis as connected to 

and embedded in the participants’ views, memories and imaginaries of the 

Games. Also relevant is the fact that the social construction of memories is 

often an object of powerful struggles within politics, institutions, religions, or, 

as Meusburger contends, any other hegemonic group (ibid., p. 53). That 

includes, in this context, the governments and Olympic bodies involved in the 

organisation of the Games. Meusburger does not address the Olympic Games 

or any other mega event specifically. However, his critique of how cultural 
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memory is propitious for orientation knowledge is crucial for understanding 

the extent to which the memories of young participants could partly be a result 

of messages disseminated by the mass media, institutions’ propaganda, or just 

their personal experiences. Orientation knowledge consists of ‘religious 

beliefs, ideological convictions, stereotypes, and historical myths’ (ibid., p. 56). 

Hence, rituals and festivals like the Olympic Games can equally be considered 

as instrumental for cultural memories. In line with this claim, and taking on 

board the fact that institutions often use events like the Olympics to 

monopolise hegemonic political discourse, the participants’ discourses are 

positioned as competing with hegemonic ‘memoropolitics’, which 

Meusburger (ibid., pp. 53-57) describes as monuments and physical objects to 

which commemorative meaning is attached.   

 

In addition to the forementioned scholars, the work of Emily Keightley and 

Michael Pickering in The Mnemonic imagination (2012) is important to the 

memory studies strand of the proposed framework of this thesis. The 

underlying argument of the mnemonic imagination is that memory and 

imagination are not considered as separate acts but instead are in a constant 

interstitial relationship between past and future (Keightley and Pickering, 

2012, p. 42). The concept is understood as a relationship in which, while 

remembering, the subject [the young person] is imaginatively engaging with 

what is retained from the past (first- and second-hand experiences) and is 

continuously rearranging the ‘hotchpot into relatively coherent narrative 
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structures’ (ibid., p. 43). This new conceptualisation of – and different 

approach to – memory and the imagination is useful for the proposed 

framework of youth citizenship, to understand the legacy aspects intrinsic to 

youth memories and imaginaries. The view that ‘we draw on our memory 

when we imagine, but it prevents us, sometimes quite emphatically, from 

thinking of how we draw on our imaginations when we remember’ (Keightley 

and Pickering, 2012, p. 45) is important to bear in mind with regards to the 

data analysis presented later. In other words, the discourse on remembrance 

is arguably anchored in imagination in the same way that imagination relies 

on memory. 

 

2.4 CONCLUDING REMARKS  

This chapter reviewed and discussed the main theories that support this 

thesis’s conceptual framework and approach to the research questions. I have 

structured the chapter according to my thought process and aim to reframe 

youth citizenship through the memories and imaginaries of young people in 

relation to the Olympics. As a result, three main scholarship areas were 

reviewed in this chapter, in order to support a new perspective of youth civic 

engagement in light of the Olympic Games: Jovencivic. 

 

The chapter has highlighted that although the existing literature has 

highlighted the role of the media in the formation of young people’s identity, 

citizenship and civic performances, the intersection between media with 
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memory studies has not been explored in great detail with regards to its 

contribution to youth citizenship. In particular, the impact of mediatised 

mega-events, like the Olympics, on youth memories and imaginaries of the 

event and how they project their views in relation to national identity and 

belonging, needs to be further attended to. Likewise, despite the 

interdisciplinary nature of memory studies, working across areas such as the 

media, society, national, transnational, and transcultural topics, little is known 

regarding this field’s contributions to youth citizenship epistemologies. 

Instead, scholarship on memory and youth studies has, by and large, been 

dedicated to psychological rather than sociological perspectives (Anderson et 

al., 2003; Sarmento, 2003).  

 

This chapter has highlighted important gaps that traverse the three theoretical 

fields developed in my theoretical framework: Media, Youth, and Memory 

studies. For example, the thesis argues that further research on youth 

mediated memories and imaginaries of mega-events will be significant to 

make sense of different young people’s performances, and civic engagement 

with society, in diverse spatial and temporal contexts. This is because 

memories and imaginaries of youth are, arguably, like those of adults, very 

much linked to their own social, economic and cultural contexts. As a result, I 

claim that by exploring youth remembrances and imaginaries of the Olympic 

Games, other types of engagement with the world, be it national, local or 

transnational, are unveiled. 
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Within the vast body of memory studies, I have pondered specifically a 

number of works, such as Emily Keightley and Michael Pickering’s (2012) 

work on the “mnemonic imagination”, in order to highlight how the process 

of remembering is intrinsically connected to imaginative capacities, and thus 

is important for making sense of young people’s experiences and expectations 

of the Olympics. The chapter has paid attention to the role of mega-events, like 

the Olympics, in regard to their legacy impact and has described how this 

aspect is also very much connected with memories of past events. All the 

theoretical and conceptual discussions in this chapter have informed the 

methodological framework and the research design of this thesis. Following a 

review of the three key theoretical fields that form the rationale of this research 

and the conceptual reframing of youth citizenship (youth citizenship, media, 

and memory), I now move on to Chapter 3, which explores the analytical 

methodological framework) that was drawn up to answer the research 

questions and contribute to the identified gaps in knowledge.   

!  
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 CHAPTER 3.  METHODOLOGICAL  FRAMEWORK  
 

This chapter explains the conceptual and methodological framework 

employed in this study with the aim of unpacking the significance of the 

research questions. First, I explain how the Jovencivic theoretical framework 

informed the direction and choice of this study’s research design, acting as a 

framework for exploring youth citizenship in the current global era. Part of 

my methodological approach is based on the idea of youth in the current wider 

context as a phenomenon that should be examined beyond limited 

perspectives of place-based research. In addition, this thesis supports the view 

that new methodologies for accessing youths’ cultural worlds are indeed 

necessary (Buckingham and Kehily, 2014) and thus important to make sense 

of youth citizenship. Figure 2 (below) outlines the three key theoretical levels 

that form the fundamental underpinnings of the research framework. 

Although these academic fields are intended to and will indeed overlap at 

various points across the study, this framework aims to examine the role of 

memories and imaginaries as well as the media in young people’s lives, by 

comparing two contrasting global settings. Through this interdisciplinary 

approach, the thesis seeks to explore how the media, memory and the 

imagination are significant in producing civic engagement between young 

people in London and Rio de Janeiro.  
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Following this, I go through the methodological approach deployed for 

working towards a reconceptualisation of youth citizenship. As an 

interdisciplinary study, I have opted for an approach that emphasises the 

cross-fertilisation of various fields and contributions. I draw on a combination 

of different methods which, is how ‘many of the most interesting questions 

facing communications research are best tackled’ (Deacon et al., 1999, p. 3). 

This includes a systemic account of how participants were recruited, the 

ethical framework, their background details, and the implications of the 

different spaces in which the empirical work took place. I describe how the 

different methods of data collection used in this research, such as mind maps, 

semi-structured individual and focus group interviews, and questionnaires, 

were fundamental to gathering the much needed and diverse views of 

numerous participants. The use of discourse and textual analysis was integral 

to the interpretation of participants’ views in relation to the Olympic Games, 

and ultimately the societies in which they grew up. 

 

The final part reflects on the idea of researching youth, more specifically in 

this case young people aged between 11-26 years old, as opposed to other 

groups of participants, highlighting both the challenges and the rewards. 

Theis work was challenging due to, by and large, the necessary ethical 

procedures, the different places where research often takes place (in this case 

schools and youth clubs) and the presence of the researcher, which is often 

viewed as an authority role in some of these contexts. The work was rewarding 
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because of the research process set out to overcome these obstacles, and create 

a safe place in which young participants could have a voice of their own. More 

specifically, I adopted the different methods of data gathering mentioned 

above, precisely bearing in mind the two settings where the research work 

took place (Schools and Youth Clubs). 

 

The proposed methodological approach seeks to interrogate multiple notions 

of youth citizenship and civic engagement with society, focusing on the 

concept of civic media. To that end, the Summer Olympic Games in the cities 

of London and Rio de Janeiro appeared and worked aptly as case studies 

appropriate for conducting my empirical work. These two global divide cities 

and their respective Games emerged in a time frame that was propitious to 

allowed me (the researcher) to explore both the spatial and temporal elements 

intrinsic to the Olympic Games within the North-South divide. The 4 years 

gap between the London 2012 and the Rio 2016 Olympics functioned for this 

thesis’ investigation of past and future expectations of the event.  

 

3.1. RESEARCH DESIGN 

 
A research design is a plan for conducting a study with different components. 

It demarcates the specific area that the researcher intends to study or the 

methods the researcher wants to employ in order to answer the research 

questions (Buchanan and Bryman, 2009). This thesis is underpinned by 

theories or components (media, memory, and the North vs South divide) 
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across three main fields, which I argue are significant for reframing youth 

citizenship. The thesis focuses on a case study (the Olympic Games) that takes 

place in two different cities, London and Rio de Janeiro, and addresses its role 

in young people’s perceptions of identity and citizenship values. As a result, 

data triangulation and a mixed methods approach is employed in order to 

answer the following research questions: 

 

%/! What is the role of mega- and mediatised events, such as the Olympic 

Games, in young people’s perceptions and enactments of national 

identity and citizenship values? 

&/! How do young people relate to these events, and how do they recall or 

construct their memories of past and their expectations of future 

Games?  

'/! To what extent do memories and imaginaries provide a new and 

original conceptual framework for assessing and understanding youth 

citizenship with regard to a media event? 

 

Therefore, the research design and framework proposed in this section 

challenges contemporary notions of youth citizenship and civic media. 

Figure 1 (below) illustrates how these three strands come together, why 

they are needed, and how they intersect within the research.   

!  
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Figure 1 - Research Design  

(See appendix 13) 

!
!  

Youth = Jovem (n)

!"#$%

!"&'()*+*
,&%-$.%($"/

Civic engagement = Citizenship

The role of the media in young people’s lives.

Mega-events: Olympic Games as phatic.

Legacy of the Olympic Games.

Youth memories and imaginaries across times and

spaces

The role of the “mnemonic imagination”.

Mediated memories and imaginaries as key to

citizenship

The North- South Divide (globally and locally)

Comparative approach, looking for similarities and

differences.

The role of memories and imaginaries as

contribution towards youth citizenship beyond the

North-South divide.

M
edia travellin

g
M

ass M
edia E

ven
ts

O
lym

pic G
am

es 

U
K

 (L
on

do
n

)

B
ra

zi
l (

R
io

 d
e 

Ja
n

ei
ro

)

Case study: Summer Olympic and Paralympic  Games

!"#$%&!"#$%$ '"($%

Data collection: total 142 front-pages of
newspapers from UK and Brazil. UK: The
Guardian and The Sun; Brazil: O Globo and
Extra

Data analysis: textual analysis and semiotics;
framework to conduct textual analysis on the
front-pages, based on 6 stages (see figure xx)

Data collection from participants: mind-maps,
focus group interviews; individual interviews,
questionnaires

Data analysis: Discourse analysis

Data collection from both settings (UK and
Brazil): mind-maps, focus group interviews;
individual interviews, questionnaires

Data analysis: Textual and Discourse analysis
from both settings (UK and Brazil)

RQ1. What is the role of mega and mediatised events, 
such as the Olympic Games, in young people’s perceptions 
and enactments of national identity and citizenship 
values?

RQ2. How do young people relate to these events, and 
how do they recall or construct their memories of past 
Games and their expectations of future Games? 

RQ 3. To what extent do memories and imaginaries 
provide a new and original conceptual framework for 
assessing and understanding youth citizenship with 
regard to a media event?

Data collection: total 142 front-pages of
newspapers from UK and Brazil. UK: The
Guardian and The Sun; Brazil: O Globo and
Extra



!

!

!

%&%!

Why Data Triangulation? 

This thesis considers different elements that have an impact on young people’s 

multiple understandings of the world. It explores the role of the media in their 

lives (research question 1), and interrogates the extent to which their memories 

or imaginaries might contribute to their perceptions of the world (research 

questions 2 & 3). In order to compare, identify similarities and/or 

contradictions between my participants’ narratives, I opted for data 

triangulation and mixed methods as a way to offer an accurate vision of their 

narratives deriving from different available sources. Individual interviews, 

focus groups interviews, mind map exercises, and questionnaires were 

deployed to collect data from participants in different contexts. The front 

pages of newspapers were used to collect information about the role of the 

media in the narratives of the participants’ mediated memories or imaginaries 

during a specific period. One of the advantages of mixed methods and data 

triangulation is that they converge inquiry findings and enable researchers to 

concurrently ‘ask confirmatory and exploratory questions, and therefore 

verify and generate theory in the same study’ (Yin, 2006, p. 20).  

 

Data triangulation also means that more than one research method is 

employed in order to assess one or different sets of data. It is considered an 

important approach in the Social Sciences that goes beyond the integration of 

qualitative and quantitative methods with the aim of constituting scientific 

advances (Oppermann, 2000, p. 145). Discourse analysis, textual analysis and 
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semiotics were used as methods to analyse the data extrapolated from 

different courses (e.g. participants discourse from interviews, mind maps 

exercises, and the newspapers’ front pages). More details on each method of 

data analysis can be found below in section 3.4 

 

Strand One: Media 

This thesis is concerned with the role of the media in young people’s lives, in 

terms of citizenship and identity formation. Existing scholarship on this topic 

is well established (Buckingham, 1993, 2007; McLeod, 2000; Livingstone, 2002; 

Dahlgren, 2013), with a vast body of research bringing together insights from 

media, youth, and citizenship studies, thus paving the way for better 

understandings of youth civic engagement and politics within different 

societies. As previously discussed in the literature review, these works are 

useful fulcra for substantiating the rationale of this study. Yet, this thesis 

further argues that little attention has been paid to an interdisciplinary 

approach towards media, memory and youth studies. These three overlapping 

areas and subsequent considerations are elevated in this research as significant 

to understanding Jovencivic as a theoretical concept. Hence, this study aims to 

fill this gap in the literature (empirically and methodologically) to synthetise 

and suggest a ground-breaking approach to youth citizenship. Together, they 

form the idea of a desirable youth discursive space, whereby it is possible for 

young people from different contexts and strata to voice their views and 

discuss ideas that are pertinent to their citizenship.  
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Existing media studies related to youth are drawn upon in order to link media 

scholarship with theories of mediatisation (Couldry and Hepp, 2013) and 

mediated youth discourses (Chouliaraki, 2003; McMillin, 2009). Whilst the 

relationship between the media and people is nowadays perceived as 

practically inseparable, the same applies to the young participants in this 

study. According to Livingstone (2002, p. 1): ‘we can no longer imagine living 

our daily lives – at leisure or at work, with family or friends – without media 

and communication technology’. As a result, young people’s lives are 

similarly: ‘increasingly mediated by information and communication 

technologies’ (ibid., p. 30), and their media consumption is always conditioned 

by social, economic and historical contexts.  

 

Hence, understanding the role of media in young people’s lives is essential to 

contemplate other existing forms of civic participation, beyond those imposed 

by the law and the State, e.g. voting in local and national elections. Both youth 

civic media and the mediatisation of citizenship are two important concepts 

that will be discussed further in the following chapters in light of the 

Olympics. In this methodological chapter, I would like to point to the 

importance of drawings on participants’ memories and imaginaries of the 

Games as discourses that can unveil elements embedded in their local, 

national, and sometimes transnational mediated identities. Used in part to 

describe the ‘transformation of many disparate social and cultural processes 

into forms suitable or formats suitable for media representation’ (Couldry, 
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2008, p. 377), the global dissemination of the Games (due to technological 

advances and television broadcasting – see chapter 2, section 2.2.2 xx) is 

similarly implicated in youth notions of citizenship. Whether we are 

discussing sports, cultural spectacles, local implications, or the political 

aspects of the Games, the process of mediatisation is paramount to understand 

youth citizenship and different perceptions of the world.  

 

As a result, the approach this thesis and myself as a researcher have taken to 

examine youth and media studies, attends to alternative views, by 

interrogating what civic participation and engagement with society might 

mean as a form of active participation. For example, whilst in the current 

‘global media cultures and diasporic public spheres, the nation, however, 

appears less and less as the key arbiter of cultural memory’ (Erll, 2011, p. 8), 

on the other hand, the media are increasingly important for understanding 

how young people make sense of their specific lived social experiences 

(Buckingham, 1993, p. 6), be it at a local, national, or transnational level. Thus, 

it is assumed that identities are also conditioned and influenced by mass 

media and the mediatisation of the Games, in this specific context. 

 

By building upon academic contributions of youth civic media scholars 

(Bennett et al., 2011; Jenkins, 2016), I draw parallels by exploring the Olympic 

Games as a media spectacle that pervades and traverses different, times, 

spaces, and public spheres, focusing on the cases of London and Rio de 
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Janeiro, as two case studies separated by time a space. Subsequently, the 

Olympics is perceived as having a tremendous impact on cultural policies and 

working towards a better understanding of youth cultures, particularly in 

places where these events have taken place, as in the case of London and Rio 

de Janeiro. The Summer Olympic Games in London 2012 and in Rio de Janeiro 

2016 were chosen as a case study for this research for various reasons. 

According to Robert Yin, case studies are suitable when conducting research 

that focus on contemporary situations such as mega-events as it, ‘allows 

investigators to retain the holistic and meaningful characteristics of real life 

events’ (Yin, 2003, cited in Stevenson, 2012, p. 137). 

First, this study seeks to explore the global and mass media aspects of the 

Olympics in relation to youth identities and citizenship. Secondly, it addresses 

the Games from an intangible legacy perspective by proposing that youth 

citizenship is envisaged as one of the intangible legacy outcomes. In this 

context, when I use the concept of ‘civic media’ to describe the Olympics, I 

refer to the idea of any type of media being used as a platform for political and 

civic participation, similar to what has been described by some scholars as 

using media for civic purposes (McLeod, 2000; Montgomery and Xenos, 2008; 

Cohen and Khane; 2011; Jenkins, 2016). In the context of this research, 

although the Olympics Games is not, in sui generis, a type of social media or 

an online platform used for political participation, it appears to be an 

important global media event and catalyst for provoking debate on different 

topics. The narratives and different expressions of participants’ memories and 
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imaginaries in relation to the Games suggest that this mass media event can 

be further utilised as a vehicle to voice the participants’ opinions on different 

societal matters. Also known as a catalyst for youth citizenship (Shipway, 

2007, p. 122), the Games are examined considering the aforementioned 

Jovencivic framework where the participants’ discourses are assumed to be 

alternative forms of civic media and of citizenship. 

 

Strand Two: Memories and Imaginaries 

The second strand of the research design addresses memory studies from a 

theoretical and methodological perspective. First, it draws attention to the fact 

that memory, as a field of research, is still an under-researched area in youth 

studies and vice-versa, with particular regards to the role of the media in 

young peoples’ constructions of identities, and in relation to the extent to 

which their mediated memories or imaginaries may constitute a significant 

part of their identities and notions of citizenship. Approaching this 

interdisciplinary field through a different lens gives us innovative insights into 

the ways in which the Olympic Games as a media event can be used as a 

tracker for the memories and imaginaries of youth in London and Rio de 

Janeiro. More precisely, in this case, the participants’ recollections and 

imaginaries of the Olympics are translated into important representations and 

performances of their societies, thus enabling a better understanding of their 

views of the world.  
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Strand Three: Youth from North versus South Divide 

Although the participants’ discussions and their views develop as part of their 

very own distinctive identities and ideas of citizenship, it is worth noting that 

“citizenship” and “civic engagement” are both perceived very differently from 

current and traditional views in this context. The proposed research design 

and mixed methods approach were carefully devised precisely to bear in mind 

alternative forms of political and civic engagement from two global, divided 

cities. Additionally, it brings to bear voices that would not otherwise be heard 

in current homogenising frameworks that examine youth citizenship. This 

research design challenges some current definitions of youth citizenship and 

civic participation26 (see chapter 2, literature review) by contributing 

epistemologically to the fields of youth citizenship, memory, and media 

studies. It discloses and explores other alternative participatory forms that are 

becoming increasingly more pertinent and perhaps even more relevant to 

young people nowadays. This is achieved by paying closer attention to the rich 

data intersecting the fields of media, memory, and imagination, and by 

examining how these three fields emerge as significant discursive spaces for 

different types or understandings of youth citizenship. Ultimately, the 

proposed research design aims to deconstruct ideas around youth apathy 

!
26 This research challenges traditional definitions of civic engagement and seeks to understand 
youth participation and civic engagement with the world through the discursive memories 
and imaginaries of the Olympics. It draws on theoretical considerations around the role of the 
media as part of youth participatory and civic engagements (Buckingham, 2007; Gerodimos, 
2010; Dahlgren, 2013; Jenkins, 2016). Civic is measured through the mnemonic discourses of 
participants and the level of engagement with the local, national and transnational settings.  
 
 



!

!

!

%&,!

towards politics, or of disengagement with the world (Kimberlee, 2002; Henn, 

Weinstein, & Forrest, 2005; Wattenberg, 2006 ), through the excavation of their 

memories and imaginaries. Rather, the focus is on how youth: ‘develop 

preliminary frameworks for interpreting life, sets of opinions and prejudices, 

stereotypes and dilemmas, that guide their understanding of the meanings of 

everyday actions’ (Buckingham and Martinez-Rodriguez, 2013, p. 11) 

 

All in all, by using the theoretical concept of ‘Jovencivic’ I suggest that youth 

citizenship as a concept should be understood as a malleable process. Instead 

of examining citizenship from a one-sided perspective, be it local or national, 

this research design focuses on two global settings, from the Global North-

South divide to explore different discourses that are nevertheless, at same 

points, connected. The North-South divide has been critiqued widely in the 

literature as a Western imperialist perspective (McFarlane, 2006;  , Müller, 

2020). It is at the interstices between the temporal and spatial differences of 

these two settings that significant links are made, not only in the present, but 

also in relation to the past and futures of youth citizenship. Before breaking 

down the components of this analysis, the methodological approach of this 

work is presented in the following section. 

 

3.2 METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH  

 
This section unpacks the methodological approach and the various steps 

involved in the recruitment of participants, data collection, and data analysis 
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throughout the empirical work that took place in London and Rio de Janeiro. 

Underpinned by a mixture of qualitative methods and modes of analysis, the 

proposed methodology (see Figure 2) follows an interpretivist and 

constructivist approach. In other words, it aims to explore youth citizenship 

as a phenomenon from the perspective of participants’ memories and 

imaginaries, in relation to a media event. As a result, it follows an inductive 

approach with regard to the relationship between theory and research, 

wherein the former is generated out of the latter (Bryman, 2012, p. 23). 

 
Figure 2 -Methodological Approach  

(Created by the author) 

 

Participants’ Recruitment 

In order to best capture a variety of youth voices and investigate the impact of 

the media on youth citizenship, based on the recollections and imaginaries of 

participants, I opted for a triangulation of data collection. National identity, 

citizenship, civic media, and sense of belonging are some of the many topics 

examined in this study utilising a hybrid paradigm, and with a view to 
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decolonising epistemologies of youth citizenship (Dyrness and Sepulveda, 

2020; Smith, 2021). To this end, provided that young people’s constructions of 

the world are claimed to be socially constructed (Berger and Luckmann, 1967), 

the following approach to data collection was paramount to answer the 

research questions.  

 
Participants’ recruitment: problematising youth, space, and place  

Contextualising youth in this research 

From a sociological perspective, explaining what one means by "youth", for 

research purposes, is paramount to the subsequent impact of the research for 

the societal groups that are under study (Cieslik and Simpson, 2013, p. 3). In 

Representations of Youth, Christine Griffin (2013) describes how, in the context 

of Britain and USA, youth has been depicted by academics and subsequently 

constructed in research since World War II. The following excerpt from her 

book illustrates these complexities rather well, by claiming how most research 

on youth still adopts a mainstream approach (e.g. Storm and Stress Model): 

 

 Youth is treated as a key indicator of the state of the nation […] 
 expected to reflect the cycles of booms and troughs in the economy; 
 shifts in cultural values over sexuality, morality and family life; and 
 changes in class relations, concepts of nationhood, and in occupation 
 structures. Young people are assumed to hold the key to the nation’s 
 future, and the treatment and management of youth is expected to 
 provide the solution to a nation’s problems, from drug abuse, 
 hooliganism, and “teenage pregnancy”, to “inner city riots” (Griffin, 
 1993 pp. 9-10).  
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By offering a critical analysis of different youth discourses, Griffin claims that 

‘mainstream’ approaches to youth are problematic given that they assume a 

‘taken for granted’ position and rarely challenge the dominant view of youth. 

Instead, in her later work, she proposes a radical interpretation whereby youth 

citizenship is contemplated more in relation to their cultural and sub-cultural 

practices (Griffin, 2001, p. 149). This includes, as well, ways in which 

qualitative studies have so far addressed youth citizenship and the extent to 

which they may be able to contribute to this field.  

 

That said, determining the age group of my participants was not an easy task, 

particularly when considering youth not just from a biological point of view 

but also from a political and historical perspective. For this reason, I drew on 

studies that contemplated and examined youth beyond biological 

determinism, as an unstable sociological category that incorporates diversity 

across gender, class, ethnic origin, and any other types of experience 

(Copeland, Armitage and Rutman, 1996). Different governmental entities and 

organisations have their own legal definition of age range for youth, which 

depends upon various factors. For example, in Brazil, ANDI acknowledges 

that whilst both adolescence and youth are recurrently considered the same 

among the public (ANDI, 2014), the Brazilian Child and Adolescent Rights Act 

(ECA) stipulates that adolescence corresponds with the age bracket from 12-

18 years old and youth from 15-29 years old (ibid.). The United Nations, on the 

other hand, demarcates youth as the age bracket from 15-24 years old for 
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statistical purposes, but leaves it open to each member state to adopt its own 

definitions (UN, 2008). In the UK, a transversal youth policy framework 

designated as “Positive for youth”(UK GOV, 2013) targets young people 

between 13-19 years old, while in academia youth participation in politics is 

seen to refer to those within the 15-24 age bracket (Sloam, 2007).  

 

Given the two settings and the various research sites across which the 

empirical work took place, the age of my participants varied from 11-26 years 

old (further information can be found in the section ‘Criteria for the 

Recruitment of Participants’). 

 

Research Ethics 

In order to conduct my research with young people in London and Rio de 

Janeiro, I had to take into consideration the different and potential challenges 

that could occur during the fieldwork in these two distinctive cities. This 

meant thinking carefully about how to get access to participants in safe 

environments for both myself and the participants, the conditions of spaces 

(e.g. schools, youth clubs and other spaces) where the research took place, and 

any issues that could happen while the fieldwork was underway. All these 

questions were important to my final research ethics application. 

  

I followed King’s College London’s Ethical Guidelines set out by its specific 

committees which included determining the risk level of my research, 
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considering the type of young people I was going to work with, and 

understanding the processes in place in each country or city regarding youth 

as research subjects. I applied to the “Minimal Ethical Risk Registration 

Process” in order to get ethical clearance. As part of the process, an 

information sheet was produced for parents and schools explaining the aims 

of the research and the intended outcomes (see Appendix 1). In addition, 

consent forms were also sent out to parents and the schools in order to be 

signed off on behalf of the participants (when they were under 18 years old). 

All documentation was approved and cleared by the King’s College London 

Ethics Committee, prior to starting the research with young people. For ethical 

purposes, schools’ and participant’s names were kept anonymous throughout 

the entire study. The data was also transcribed from audio into text (word 

document – to be used later in NVivo, and in the case of Rio de Janeiro 

translated to English). Schools, youth clubs, and community centres were 

labelled with letters for ease of identification (please see Tables 1, 4 and 5), and 

participants were given a pseudonym as a means of ensuring anonymity.27  I 

encounter different ethical challenges in both settings. In the case of London, 

access to schools and permission to interview young people was difficult to be 

granted due to lack of time from schools and sometimes lack of interest. In the 

case of Rio de Janeiro, there were fewer barriers in terms of working with 

minors. The main issues emerging from Rio de Janeiro's fieldwork related to 

!
#'!Information sheets, consent forms, and other documents produced for ethics consent both 
in the UK and Brazil are available in my Appendices 1 and 2. 
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the conditions of the places where the research took place, background noises 

and lack of access to technological facilities.  

In both cases, the challenges faced attended, to a certain degree, to the aspects 

of accessibility and availability of participants and the adults responsible for 

the educational settings.  

This research was conducted in two contrasting locations and realities. 

Although followed KCL ethical procedures, some key matters came up in 

terms of ethical procedures that need to be reflected upon. For example, 

although I have kept all participants anonymous, the literature in this field 

suggests that in some places, like Brazil, researchers are encouraged to display 

the name of respondents and encourage these to partake in the projects as 

active researchers (Kellett, 2010). On the one hand, researchers who support 

this last view argue that children and young people benefit from being the 

protagonists and thus more participatory in youth-centric studies (Kellett, 

2010, p. 197). On the other hand, other scholars view the child or young 

participants as not part of the research project and whose identities need to be 

protected (de Almeida, 2009). This contrasting approach to youth research is 

challenging, especially when conducting studies in two contrasting settings. 

As a result, it needs to be further reflected, and I argue, if necessary, adapted 

to each context. 

 
Criteria for the recruitment of participants 

I relied on two criteria to set out and define the age group of my pool of 

participants. The first one attended to the temporal occurrences of the events: 
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the Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games. Given that this study 

investigates young people’s memories and imaginaries of this mass media 

event taking place every four years, this time-span was factored into the 

equation when selecting the age of participants. This implied that young 

participants could neither be too young nor too old within the various 

categorisations of youth, so that they could critically engage in the discussions 

about the Olympics. As a result, the age bracket of 11-26 years old proved to 

be a good choice for participants to engage critically with the topics and draw 

on their recollections and imaginaries in relation to the Games.   

The second criterion contemplated the idea of youth as a transitional process 

and one that is very much conditioned by different meanings, places and 

belongings. It sought to consider youth beyond concepts of temporality, by 

putting instead the emphasis on location, the socioeconomic and historical 

situation, and the ‘variations that exist in the treatment of youth’ (Beauvais et 

al, 2001, p. 4) in each setting. Accordingly, it attempted to embrace youth in 

line with how ‘different understandings of society divide the social space into 

different groups’ (Jorgensen and Philips, 2002, p. 46). Thus, the thesis 

considered a plethora of ages within the different spatial contexts in which the 

fieldwork took place, in order to conform to distinct sociological definitions of 

youth. As a result, youth performances and constructions of identities are 

viewed in addition to the temporality and biological perspectives ascribed to 

this group. In its place, they are contemplated as interwoven with notions of 

space, place, and globalisation (Farrugia and Wood, 2017). These concepts are 
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of great importance, as they suggest that young people need to be examined 

within their contextualised social, political, and economic relations with 

societies, rather than as a category. To this end, the target audience of this 

study involved a wide pool of 209 young people aged between 11 and 26 years 

old from the two cities of London and Rio de Janeiro. Within the cities, further 

attention was given to the historical and spatial specificities of the places the 

participants came from. For a better visualisation of the local and social 

contexts of the sample of participants please refer to the following tables 

(Tables 1, 2, 3, and 4). 

In London, recruitment took place among three distinct pools of participants. 

The first pool of participants came from the educational context of four schools 

and two youth clubs (Table 1). The second pool came from a group of students 

in Higher Education, who were part of a BA programme (Table 2). The last 

pool represents different participants without any pre-existing connections, 

but who came forward through different contacts and with an interest in 

participating in this study (Table 4). The last pool was the result of a snowball 

effect and participants were recruited by sharing my general recruitment 

poster with other contacts. As discussed in more detail in the following section 

(methods and modes of analysis), the different groups and participants’ 

recruitment conditioned the way the data was collected, both in the case of 

London and Rio de Janeiro. In addition to schools and youth clubs, I originally 

planned to involve participants from schools that were part of the London 
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Olympic Educational programme – Get Set28 – in order to compare the 

discourse around legacy with other participants from other contexts. 

However, for confidentiality reasons, the London Organising Committee of 

the Olympic Games (LOCOG) was unable to disclose the contacts of schools 

involved in the Get Set Programme. In Rio de Janeiro, however, I was provided 

with a list of some schools that were part of the Games’ education programme 

– Transforma29. Therefore, I was able to interview some of the young students 

who were involved in the 2016 Rio official Education Programme of the 

Olympic Games. 

 

By employing a non-random sampling approach, the recruitment of 

participants took place in two phases. The purpose was to get a substantial 

number of participants but equally to be able to make important insights when 

comparing the data from these two settings. As I wanted to explore the 

memories of young people in relation to the past 2012 Summer Olympic 

Games, the recruitment in London began in 2013, during the early stages of 

!
28 The Get Set Programme was the official education programme of London 2012 Summer 
Olympic and Paralympic Games. The aim was to inspire and educate children aged between 
3-19 years old all over the UK based on the Olympic values. These included excellence, 
friendship, respect, determination, inspiration, amongst other values. The programme 
reached out different schools across the UK with the aim of spreading the Olympic spirit and 
educate these young people about the Olympic values.  
29 Transforma (English = Transform) was the official education programme of the Rio de 
Janeiro 2016 Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games. Similar to London, the idea behind 
this education programme was to reach out to young people in Rio de Janeiro and share the 
values of the Olympic Movement. In the case of Rio de Janeiro, the programme was launched 
in 2013 in 15 schools in Rio and subsequently spread around the country. Events such as 
coaching sessions and sport festivals, were just some of the many initiatives undertaken as 
part of this programme. Official figures suggest that by the end of Rio’s Olympic Games, over 
6 million students from over 12,000 schools across the country had experienced new sports for 
the first time, thanks to the Transforma programme.!
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this research. However, it was not until 2014 and 2015 that I was able to get 

more availability from the initial contacts, such as schools, and was able to 

conduct the work. Initially, I used my personal contacts, from teachers to 

colleagues, to get access to some of the schools in London and in Brazil. This 

included contacting parents that I knew and friends who were involved in 

teaching.  

 

Sample Settings and Participants in the UK 

Research Site 1: Schools and Youth Clubs 

The following information (Table 1) summarises the sample settings and 

participants in the UK schools and youth clubs, which is followed by a more 

detailed explanation. 

Table 1 - Participant Information from London Schools 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

School N. Participants Dates Age range 

A 14 22/01/14 12-17 yrs. 

B 5 3/12/2015 11-17 yrs. 

C 6 17/11/15 16-18 yrs. 

D 9 29/04/15 16-18 yrs. 

E 11 20/05/14 11-14 yrs. 

F 38 9/10/14 and  

23/10/14 

14-18 yrs. 



!

!

!

%'-!

Table 1 presents information on the participants from the four schools and the 

two youth clubs from which part of the total sampling came throughout the 

empirical fieldwork (for a more detailed account and context of schools and 

youth clubs, please see Appendix 7). Out of these 83 participants, 16 came from 

youth clubs. I opted for putting youth clubs together with the schools due to 

the nature of the environments in which the sampling and data collection took 

place. Both schools and youth clubs were contemplated, to some degree, as 

formal settings. As with many other contexts, researching in school 

environments has its advantages and disadvantages. On the one hand, it 

allows the researcher to easily gather participants from different age groups 

and social contexts in one place. Additionally, from the perspective of 

participant observation and for the purpose of conducting focus groups 

discussions, this type of setting is ideal. Yet, on the other hand, school 

environments often reinforce the underlying power dynamics between adults 

and children-young people. It has been argued that in these cases ‘expectations 

are often compounded by a context in which adults are in control’ (Hill, 2006, 

p. 81). I tried to avoid this by using icebreakers and also introducing myself as 

a “student” like them, rather than as a teacher.  

 

Despite their different environments, youth clubs and secondary schools were 

often controlled and supervised by adults throughout the empirical work. 

This, among other aspects, is important to stress, particularly when 

undertaking qualitative research with young people. Accordingly, in youth 
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and children studies, little attention has been paid to the context in which the 

research takes place. As a result, the position of the researcher, and the act of 

“doing research” has largely been neglected (Buckingham, 1993). With that in 

mind, I took these aspects into consideration, including my role as a researcher 

and reflected upon my position in these spaces. I tackled this complex 

conundrum by applying selected methods of data collection in order to 

overcome some of the differences and constraints in each setting. One of the 

examples, discussed further down, was the use of mind map exercises as an 

icebreaker and important method of data collection amongst my participants. 

Two out of the four schools in Table 1 fall under the category of Academies. In 

the UK, Academies are state funded schools, funded by the Department for 

Education (DfE) and run independent from local authority control. During the 

fieldwork undertaken in School A, located in the London Borough of Hackney, 

I was put in touch with the Head of Geography who suggested two groups of 

participants for my research, one from Year 8 and the other from Year 7. In the 

case of the group from Year 8, it was noted that these young students were 

very much engaged with the topic of the Olympics as they had covered the 

Olympic Legacy during the KS3 Geography course, in the previous school 

term. By contrast, participants from Year 7 had not studied this topic. This is 

important to stress, as it will be reflected upon during the analysis of the 

interviews and focus group discussions, especially when comparing the 

narratives.  
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The fieldwork in School F, located in Brent, was also conducted in two phases. 

The first was with a group of GCSE students and the second, at the teacher’s 

request and upon her suggestion, was with another group of GCSE media 

students.  

 

The other remaining schools fall under the category of Foundations (School C) 

and Community Schools (School D). School C is located in the borough of 

Lambeth, Blackfriars, whereas school D, for boys only, is in the East End of 

London, serving the local community, which has the highest number of 

students with Bangladeshi backgrounds in London.  

 

Youth Club B serves the local community of young people in Lambeth, and 

offers a variety of activities from arts to sports. It focuses on the youth 

population of the area aged between 11-19 and up to 25 years old for those 

with disabilities. Out of the five young participants from this Youth Club, one 

had a disability. Youth Club E is located in central London, and is specifically 

aimed for young people in the Holborn and Covent Garden area. Founded in 

2005, the club has a strong ethos and focus on the local community, with 

projects and activities aimed at challenging negative preconceptions and 

encouraging young people to make a positive contribution to their local 

communities. The Club also challenges the idea of the area (Holborn and 

Covent Garden) as a “wealthy” one, claiming instead that there can be high 
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levels of deprivation and significant divergence between wealth and poverty 

in the same place.30  

 

Research Site 2: University context 

Table 2 below provides information about my sampling of participants who 

were undertaking a BA programme in the UK. This opportunity came through 

my contacts and I was able to interview a total of 15 participants. Similar to 

the context described in the school setting, location, age, and gender, were 

recorded and noted in the participant’s responses. Ranging between 19 to 21 

years old, 87% of participants from this group were female and 13% male. 

Gender, location, and other contextual inputs from participants (e.g. ethnicity, 

nationality, and cultural background) were all taken into consideration during 

the data analysis and analytical discussion. 

Table 2 - Participants recruited from a Higher Education context (data collected on 3 
December, 2015) 

 

Participant Pseudonym Location by post code Gender Age 

John SE7 4XA Male Not provided 

Kim EC2A Female Not provided 

Sarah SE1 4XA Female 18 

Joanna Not provided Female 19 

Charlotte SE1 OFN Female 19 

Poppy TW9 3BG Female Not provided 

!
$(!According to the London Datastore website, information on poverty in London between 
2017-2018 indicated that the number of children in material deprivation was and is still higher 
in Inner London, when compared to other areas of the city:  
https://data.london.gov.uk/apps_and_analysis/poverty-in-london-2017-18/). 
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Jessica Not provided Female 18 

Sophie EN4 8PU Female 21 

Christina Not Provided Female 20 

Anna Not provided Female 19 

Amelia N1 5EJ Female 20 

Charles Not provided Male Not provided 

Melissa Not provided Female Not provided 

Lilly WC1H OAQ Female 19 

Olivia SE1 9NQ Female Not provided 

 

 

Research Site 3: Participants from other contexts 

The final pool of participants from London was arranged via colleagues and 

friends. Further information about the 7 participants can be found in Table 3 

below. Aged between 19-25 years old, all participants with the exception of 

one are female. The location varied from South-East London (3 participants) 

to East London (2 participants), and the Sutton Area, South-West London, 

postcode SM (1 participant). 

 

Table 3 - London participants from other contexts (data collected between July - Aug 
2016) 

 
Participant Pseudonym Location by post code Gender Age 

    Sam SE5 8AN Female 25 

    Catherine E1 1AF Female 24 

    Serena Not provided Female Not provided 

    Silvia SE17 2SX Female 19 

    Hannah E6 1QP Female Not provided 
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    Olivier SE1 9NS Male 19 

    Paula SM3 8RY Female 20 

 

Similar to the participant recruitment that took place in London, the empirical 

work and sampling in Rio de Janeiro involved schools, youth clubs (from local 

communities) and individual participants from other contexts. Table 4, below, 

shows the different areas and schools or community groups/clubs in which 

the fieldwork took place in Rio. Additionally, and as mentioned before, unlike 

London, it was possible to interview young people from 3 schools that 

participated in the Education Programme of the Rio Games – Transforma (see 

Table 5). 

 

Sample settings and Participants in Brazil 

Research Site 1: Schools and Youth Clubs/ Community Centres 

Table 4 - Participant information from Rio de Janeiro’s Schools and Youth 
Clubs/Community Centres 

 
School N. Participants Dates Age Range 

G 9 26/03/15 16-17 yrs. 

H 23 23/03/15 15-18 yrs. 

I 8 16/03/15 13-18 yrs. 

J 6 13/03/15 14-16 yrs. 

K 5 17/03/15 10- 11 yrs. 

L 10 27/03/15 15-17 yrs. 

M 8 18/03/15 14-16 yrs. 

N 6 10/03/15 18-21 yrs. 
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A total of 75 respondents from the above schools in Rio de Janeiro took part in 

this study. Out of this total, 14 came from youth/community clubs, and 6 from 

educational organisations working with UNICEF Brazil. The rest of the 

participants came from Estate Schools (47 young people), and a Private School 

(8 young people) (see Table 4). Table 5 is separate from the rest as it represents 

those participants whose schools were integrated into the Transforma 

Programme (Educational Programme of Rio Organising Committee of the 

Olympic Games – ROCOG).  

 

Permission to access these schools had to go through different levels of 

government entities, and as a result access was confirmed very close to the end 

of fieldwork in Rio de Janeiro. I have deliberately put these participants in a 

separate table (below) in order to visualise and contextualise the spatiality and 

subsequent narratives in relation to the Games. All are located in the 

metropolitan area of Rio de Janeiro, although not in the city centre – the 

schools are categorised by the government as Metropolitan areas I, II and IV 

of the Rio de Janeiro Estate. In addition to space, the Olympic rhetoric 

embedded in educational programmes like Transforma also pervades the 

discourse of these young people, including how they imagine the city and their 

own local settings. Please also see appendix 9 for further information about 

the schools in table 5.  

 

Research Site 2: Schools that took part in the Transforma Programme 
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Table 5 – Schools in Rio de Janeiro that participated in the Transforma Programme 

 
School N. Participants Dates 

O 5 23/10/15 

P 5 06/10/15 

Q 17 10/08/15 

 

In addition to schools and youth clubs environments, I interviewed two young 

inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro: Ricardo, a son of a University teacher, living in 

the area of Santa Teresa31, who was then going to University/College, and 

João, a university student, from a middle-class family, living in the city centre 

(see Table 6). 

 

Research Site 3: Participants from other contexts 

 

Table 6 – Participants from other contexts in Rio de Janeiro (data collected in March 
2015) 

 
Participant Pseudonym Location / Post code Gender Age 

Ricardo (Santa Teresa, RJ) Male 16 

Joao Botafogo area, RJ Male 20 

 

 

 

!
$!)Once considered an upscale Rio de Janeiro’s neighbourhood, Santa Teresa is nowadays 
popular for tourism and as a site of cultural interest. 
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Overall view of Participants’ Recruitment 

Diversity of space, place, and participants’ ages was critical for this research. 

Despite being from the same city, there were substantial differences as well as 

important connections across the geographic contexts and backgrounds of the 

participants. The gap identified in the literature review around the intricate 

yet significant connection between space and youth is carefully considered in 

this methodological approach. In other words, it aligns with the claim that 

youth are ‘constructions that vary according to the social processes that shape 

lives in different places around the world’ (Farrugia, 2014, p. 609). Thus, 

diversity, in this sense, is critically reflected in how participants see the city 

and their sense of belonging, including their active participation within the 

same spaces. It allows, above all, the inclusion of different youth voices in one 

discursive space. Also, the age of the participants and their attitudes in relation 

to what they interpret as civic engagement in these different settings are all 

subject to different interpretations and definitions of youth. As a result, 

problematising youth and space during the participants’ recruitment was 

critical for the subsequent discussions and analytical chapters.  

 

Although this research is not a representative study of the youth population 

of London and Rio de Janeiro, the diversity within the collected sample 

embraced the different perspectives of youth. Of the 209 participants, 71% 

were from schools or educational settings, 17% from youth or community 
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clubs, 8% were University students, and the remaining 4% were from other 

contexts, outside institutional settings. 

Graphic 1 - Total overview of participants’ recruitment by place context 

 
 

In the following two graphics, (see Graphics 2 and 3), I focus more specifically 

on each setting: London and Rio de Janeiro. In the case of London (Graphic 2) 

almost half of the sample (49%) came from Academies, followed by 

participants from Youth Clubs (15%) and then University students (14%). 

Young people from Community Schools (9%) and Foundation Schools (6%) 

contributed to 15% to the sample, and 7% relates to the other participants 

outside educational settings.  
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Graphic 2 - Recruitment of participants in London, by place/context 

 
 

Originally, the aim was to attain a good balance between the number of 

respondents from these different contexts in order to compare answers. 

However, this was not possible due to various challenges faced during the 

recruitment process. For example, the pressure Ofsted puts on UK schools to 

achieve good results was a topic often mentioned by teachers during the 

process. As a result, there was less time to accommodate researchers, and less 

availability from students to participate in such projects. Besides this, some 

schools demonstrated more interest in participating in research projects than 

others, depending on the topic and how it could be used in the classroom. 

 

In the case of Rio de Janeiro, however, the highest percentage of participants, 

(26%) were sampled from schools that took part in the Educational 

Programme of the Olympic Games – Transforma (see Graphic 3).  
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Graphic 3 - Recruitment of participants in Rio de Janeiro, by place/context 

 
 

Following this, 22% of participants came from a Federal Public School, 

considered one of the most important schools in Brazil, and 18% from Estate 

Schools. Youth Clubs, or Community Centres comprised 13% of the sample, 

followed by participants from a private school (8%), and 6% from an Inter-

Governmental space for young people.  

 

As the total sampling (209 participants) came from different geographic areas 

of the cities, the context of and place in which this research took place, as well 

as the origin of and areas where participants came from were critical to the 

subsequent analysis of their narratives.  

 

Lastly, in addition to young participants, I met and interviewed other people 

who were extremely helpful in providing additional information and contacts 
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for my work, including those from organisations such as the International 

Olympic Committee (IOC) in Lausanne; the Local Organising Committees set 

up in each city; NGOs working with children, young people, and citizenship 

projects; media organisations; and people working directly with young people 

in Brazil (see Table 7). Their views, ideas and inputs were taken on board 

throughout the study to highlight and support important discourses.  

 

Other contacts and contributions 

Table 7 - Other contacts/contributions to the empirical work London/Rio de Janeiro 

 
UK/London 

•! March 2013 – London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and 
Paralympic Games (LOCOG). Meeting with Nick Fuller (Head of 
Education for the London 2012 Olympic Games) 

 
 
 
 

Brazil/Rio de Janeiro 
•! 9 March 2015 – Meeting with Professor Regina de Assis (Former Professor 

at PUC and Secretary of Education, Rio de Janeiro) 
•! 9 March 2015 – Meeting with Paulo Lima, Director of Viracao, an NGO, 

focused on educational and communication projects for young people in 
Brazil 

•! 11 March 2015 - Rio Organising Committee of the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games (ROCOG). Meeting with Head of Education, Maria 
Berh; Strategic Communications Specialist, Carla Marques; and 
Education Coordinator, Ewerton Camargo. 

•! 12 March 2015 – Meeting with Gizele Martins, a young activist and favela 
resident, in favela Complexo da Mare 

•! 19 March 2015 - Meeting with Professor Alessandra Alde, from the Media 
Department, Estate University of Rio de Janeiro, UERJ 
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•! 24 - 25 March – Meeting with Executive Director, Antonio Silva and 
Finance Director Miriam Pragita from ANDI (Communication and 
Rights, Brazil) NGO based in Brasilia. 

 
 
Media Sampling 
 
In addition to participants’ data, a small sample of media was extrapolated for 

subsequent analysis with a view to establishing currency between some 

fragments of the participants’ discourses and the media representations. This 

was a way of triangulating the data in order to validate part of my participants’ 

accounts of their memories and imaginaries, as well as ensuring a subsequent 

analytical enrichment of the findings (Deacon, 1999 et al., p. 135). To that end, 

two national daily newspapers were selected from each country, based on 

circulation rate, format, and political alignment. In the UK, the 

Guardian/Observer and the Sun’s front pages, spanning from 27 July to 13 

August, 2012, which covered the London 2012 Olympic Games period, were 

chosen for this purpose.32 In Brazil, likewise, the front pages of O Globo and 

Extra, were collected between 20 February and 10 March, 2015, hence covering 

!
$#!In order to get a diverse and contrasting sample of content, the selection of newspapers’ 
front pages was carried out on the basis of circulation rate, format, and political stance. In the 
case of the UK, and according to Newsworks (the marketing body for national newspapers – 
see figure 5) the Sun appears as the top newspaper by circulation rate, reaching 1,302,951 
within the UK newspaper market. Considered a tabloid newspaper, the Sun was selected in 
this case for its political stance (conservative), format (tabloid) and circulation rate (number 
one amongst UK daily newspapers). The Guardian, on the other hand and by contrast, despite 
not being considered the top choice in terms of readership or circulation rates, was selected 
given its political stance (centre-left, or liberal), format (broadsheet), and circulation rate (top 
newspaper with these characteristics).  
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a two-week period before fieldwork and my arrival in Rio de Janeiro33. Please 

see Appendices 5 and 6 for a complete list of the newspapers’ front pages. 

 

 
Figure 3 - UK Newspaper Circulation (source: Newsworks, n.d., n.p.) 

 

!
33 In the case of Brazil, the Globo and the Extra were selected based on the same criteria as the 
one established with the UK newspapers (see Figure 6). The Globo is not only considered the 
leading newspaper in Rio de Janeiro, but is also a prominent and well established newspaper 
in the country. Although it does not have the highest circulation in the country, it is the one 
with the highest circulation in Rio de Janeiro, where the fieldwork took place. As a broadsheet, 
the Globo is considered conservative oriented, serving the interests of right-wing parties. 
During 1969 the newspaper explicitly expressed its support of the coup d’état and the military 
regime.  
Despite being also part of the Globo group, the Extra is considered a sensationalist and tabloid 
type of newspaper. It stands out amongst the top 10 sensationalist daily newspapers in Brazil, 
by circulation (Seligman, 2008) and was selected for this study precisely for its format, and 
type of newspaper.  
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Figure 4 - Circulation of Newspapers in Brazil (source: Statista, n.d., n.p.)34 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5 – Example from UK sampling - front pages of the Sun and the Guardian 
newspapers. (Date: 28th  July, 2012) 

 

!
34 Statista (Figure 7) - https://www.statista.com/statistics/261629/leading-newspapers-in-
brazil-by-circulation. 
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In the case of the UK, given that the aim was to explore participants’ 

recollections of the London 2012 Olympic Games, the front pages covered the 

period spanning the duration of the Games. In total, 70 newspapers’ front 

pages were examined (34 from the UK and 36 from Brazil). 

 

 
Figure 6 – Example from Brazil sampling - front pages of the Globo and Extra 
newspapers. (Date: 20th February, 2015) 

 

With the emergence of social networks and the spread of digital platforms, 

young people are increasingly shifting their news consumption towards the 

digital realm (Bakker and de Vreese, 2011; Casero-Ripollés, 2012). However, 

despite the visible decline in traditional media consumption by this public, 

newspapers (in paper format) continue to play a significant part in the logic of 

media convergence (Jenkins, 2004). Based on their circulation and recent 

transition to online platforms, I opted to analyse these newspapers’ front 

pages because their content was also displayed at the time online, and across 

different platforms. In other words, the ‘online news services often largely 
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mimic the content of original versions’ (Tewksbury and Althaus, 2000, p. 458) 

and, faced with the impossibility of grasping all of my participants’ media 

consumption, the front pages of these newspapers reflected, by and large, 

what also was circulated in the media (Chadwick, 2017), as part of what is 

considered a cultural logic of media convergence (Jenkins, 2004, p.34). 

 

3.3 DATA COLLECTION 

 
Mind map exercises, and both individual and semi-structured focus group 

interviews and questionnaires were employed as methods to extrapolate 

information from participants. Media content from selected front pages of two 

newspapers in each of these countries (see Figures 5 and 6) was also collected 

for analysis. 

 

The following sections explain the methods used for participants’ data 

collection and how these varied according to access to information, the 

conditions of space, where the research took place, and the nature of the 

participants’ context. To give an example, in the case of schools and youth 

communities/clubs (Tables 1 and 4), mind map exercises were originally 

employed with the intention of being an icebreaker, followed by semi-

structured interviews in focus groups. However, the same was not possible 

with participants who filled out the questionnaires, due to issues of distance.  

 

Mind Map Exercises 
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In the case of schools and youth clubs, participants were initially asked to 

draw or write the first recollections that came into their minds (in the case of 

London) or imaginations (in the case of Rio de Janeiro) in relation to the 

respective Games. Although mind maps were initially used as an icebreaker 

and a warm up exercise to further instigate debate, they turned out to be 

incredibly useful for generating rich data (see Figure 7). This method of data 

collection proved to be an effective and insightful tool for the first encounter 

with participants. It enabled those who were less vocal to express their views 

in a different fashion. The intention was to look beyond the notion of discourse 

and narrative simply based on linguistic modes and instead to include visual 

as well as other linguistic forms of communication. 

 

Mind maps have been considered a very popular method across different 

research areas since the late nineties in the fields of health, education, 

sociology, and engineering (Nesbit and Adescope, 2006). This method is also 

known for producing more user-generated data than traditional research 

methods in a way that enables participants to ‘represent their experiences 

while assisting researchers to make better sense of gathered data’ (Wheeldon, 

2010, p. 88), which was the aim of this research. In addition, the use of mind 

maps provided different perspectives on the participants’ view of the world 

that could otherwise be missed by simply employing interviews or 

questionnaires. In other words, mind maps. ‘allow for a means to share 

experience less mitigated by linguistic constructions, culturally grounded 
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understandings, and mutual accommodations (Habermas, 1976, cited in 

Wheeldon, 2011, p. 510), and demonstrate how participants link knowledge to 

experience (Daley, 2004). Also, given that this is a cross-cultural and 

comparative research study, open communication about the cultural or social 

specificities was at times complex and difficult to disentangle (ibid.). With the 

aid of mind maps, it was possible to easily connect some of the narratives to 

the drawings, and vice-versa. 

 

As a result, not only were mind maps a very useful real time transcription tool, 

allowing the researcher to grasp preconceived ideas about the topic being 

researched (Tattersall et al., 2007), but they also offered a great exercise for 

instigating participants’ memories. Existing research using this method 

suggests that it may, ‘prompt research participants and unlock unique 

memories of past participant experiences’ (Legard et al., 2003, p. 148). Mind 

maps also allowed participants to better ‘recall, organize, and frame their 

reflections of past events’ (Wheeldon, 2011, p. 509).  
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Figure 7 - Example of a mind map exercise conducted with participants from London  

(2 participants per sheet) 

!
In the case of this research, it certainly proved useful in both situations, as it 

allowed participants, in a school setting, to be creative with their ideas and to 

feel less constrained in front of the teacher or the researcher. It also prompted 

them to excavate and expand on their memories and imaginaries ahead of the 

focus groups interviews. As a result, this method was also considered a good 

approach for instigating the memory and imagination of the Olympic Games.  

Gathered in pairs, participants were asked to draw or write, sometimes on A1 

flip chart paper, other times on separate sheets, their first recollections or 

imaginaries of the Olympic Games (see Figure 8). They were also asked to 

write their age and gender on the top corner of the drawing or text area, 

although not all of them did it.  
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Figure 8 – Example of a mind map exercise conducted with participants in Rio de 
Janeiro 

©Photo taken by the researcher, Sandra Tavares, with the consent of participants and the school. Rio 
de Janeiro, March 2015. 
 

Following the mind map exercises, specific images and short videos of the 

Olympic Games in London were shown to the participants in London. The 

idea was to utilise these images as ice breakers and instigate debate ahead of 

the focus group interviews. It also enabled participants to begin to explore the 

relationship between how media travels and its influence on participants’ 

mediated recollections (Van Dijck, 2007; Erll, 2011; Neiger, Meyers and 

Zandberg, 2011; Rigney, 2015). However, in the case of Rio de Janeiro, I opted 

to not show any clips of the past Olympic Games, given that the purpose was 

to explore the young people’s imaginaries ahead of the Games. The fieldwork 

in Rio took place in 2015, one year before the Rio Games took place. 

 



!

!

!

%*%!

Moreover, as an important example of visual methods, mind maps have been 

used in different research projects involving children and young people. They 

are considered an efficient method for gathering social information about 

children and young people (King, 1995). Furthermore, the drawings produced 

in the mind maps offer insights into their [young people’s] feelings and 

thoughts about the world (Chambers, 1983). For instance, they have been 

employed in studies that have sought to address spatial and social cognition, 

or others focused on participants’ interpretation of their cross-cultural and 

diverse experiences (Boyden and Ennew, 1997). In the case of this research, 

minds maps indeed offered a very useful method, allowing space for other 

data about different contexts and personal memories/imaginaries to be 

subsequently explored during the focus group interviews. They were also 

instrumental for shedding light on my participants’ experiences in ways that 

would not have been possible by only deploying adult-centred mainstream 

social research techniques (Punch, 2002, p.331-322) 

 

Focus Group Interviews 

Following the mind map exercises, and depending on the size of the classes, 

in groups of 4 or 5, participants were asked questions based on my initial script 

(see appendices 3 and 4). Some of the questions that I prepared were adapted 

to attend to the data from the drawings and other substantial information that 

participants previously added during the mind map exercise. This meant that 

my approach to the focus group interviews was both “research constituted” 
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and “preconstituted”35 (Deacon et al., 1999, p. 65). Although a script with key 

questions to follow throughout the focus groups interviews was prepared in 

advance, which encouraged dialogue and interaction among the participants, 

the optional semi-structured interviews after the focus groups were less 

structured and added richness to the data. Both the focus groups and the 

interviews allowed some of the themes that were brought up in the mind map 

exercise to be further expanded upon and discussed in more detail.  

 

As a means of qualitative data collection, ‘through group interaction on a topic 

determined by the researcher’ (Morgan, 1993, p. 130) focus groups are widely 

used in the social sciences. One of their advantages lies in the fact that this 

mode of data collection can be effective, ‘through careful attention to research 

design issues at both the project and the group level’ (Morgan, 1993, p. 129), 

which was the intention of this study. By employing mind maps exercises 

ahead of the focus groups in school settings, I sought to offer a mixed methods 

approach to data collection, suitable for a range of participants. In other words, 

I sought to widen the level of participation and ensure the inclusion of young 

participants during different levels of the discussions. Whilst some of the 

participants may have felt more comfortable talking about their memories and 

imaginaries, others were perhaps more inclined to express themselves in 

writing or by drawing. Furthermore, the focus groups also allowed 

!
!"! In groups’ interviews the category “research constituted” means that the questions are 
brought together by the researcher whereas “preconstituted” interviews are those that 
naturally occur within the social group. 
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participants to expand on the concepts and themes that they previously put in 

the mind maps and discuss them in a group dynamic. To a large extent, focus 

group interviews prompted interaction at a more collective level, in contrast 

to other individualistic methods of data collection.  

 

The focus group interviews took place in schools or youth clubs/community 

contexts, both in London and Rio de Janeiro (Tables 1 and 4). In groups of 4 to 

6, young participants were encouraged to discuss different topics centred on 

their memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games. First, they were asked 

broad questions on their immediate recollections or imaginaries in relation to 

the Games, followed by more specific questions (please see appendices 3 and 

4 for focus groups questions). Such a structure depended on how the 

discussions ensued and were based on other themes brought up during the 

conversations.  

My positionality as a researcher in relation to the focus group was critical in 

this context. I strove to balance my presence as a moderator whilst 

simultaneously guiding the conversation towards the research questions. I 

also tried to have very little influence on the discussions, prompting debate in 

order to get as much information as possible about the participants’ feelings 

and views. The role of the researcher, in this case, as a facilitator, was a 

complex one. Caitlin Cahill describes such a relationship as an important part 

of scholarship that deals with the challenges of ‘unspoken power dynamics 

within a collaborative process’ (Cooke and Kothari, 2001 cited in Cahill, 2007, 
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p. 301). In fact, the role of researcher as an adult authority figure is also a 

common dilemma frequently addressed in research with young people 

(Matthew, 2001, 2010). 

 

Individual Interviews  

Individual interviews took place in two different contexts. The first set of 

interviews took place in schools after the focus groups. In this case, 

participants were invited to partake after being briefed on the purpose and 

length of the interviews. Unfortunately, school participants were not very 

receptive, and, as a result, it was not possible to proceed with individual 

interviews after the focus groups in schools. Another reason for this was the 

schools’ commitments and related time constraints which, all together, did not 

encourage or allow students to take part in individual interviews. Although I 

had the parents’ and schools’ consent to proceed with the individual 

interviews for all the participants, this was only possible in other settings, such 

as when I used questionnaires with participants from different contexts. One 

of the reasons behind this approach was to contradict the view that 

researching children and young people is often conducted “on them” rather 

than “with them” (Freeman and Mathison, 2009, p.1). I wanted to ensure that 

those who were interviewed were, in fact, interested in the topic and wished 

to contribute to the study. This last aspect also relates to one of the various 

ethical considerations that I believe researchers working in these fields need 

to bear in mind while working with young people.  
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A script with questions similar to the ones in the focus groups was put together 

(see appendices 3 and 4). However, in this case, I adapted the questions by 

prompting the participants whenever possible with regards to some aspects 

brought up during our conversations, as a way of gaining a deeper 

understanding of their views.  

 

Questionnaires 

Questionnaires were applied to collect data from participants in very specific 

contexts, such as when I was not able to meet them in person or when they 

refused to participate in focus groups, but were still interested in taking part 

in the study. This method provided an opportunity to gather information in a 

way that would otherwise have been difficult. Furthermore, the 

questionnaires served as an additional supportive method by offering 

different responses about the same topic, drawing on the idea that ‘when 

quantitative and qualitative approaches are used methodologically in 

combination with each other, the resulting analysis is invariably stronger’ 

(Deacon, et al., 1999, p. 134). To this end, I drew on other studies with young 

people, where the triangulation of data and methods showed a significant 

improvement of the quality of the results (Lucchini, 1996; Livingstone, 2002; 

Bryman, 2004).  

 



!

!

!

%**!

In the case of the schools in Rio de Janeiro that participated in the Transforma 

programme, confirmation of the interviews with students was granted close 

to the end of the fieldwork. In order to maximise data obtained, I was, 

however, allowed to send questionnaires to these schools via a government 

entity that worked as an intermediary. The questionnaires were sent out by 

email to the department of the Ministry of Education of Brazil, and 

subsequently forwarded to the schools (see Table 5). A few weeks later I 

received the questionnaires, some as scanned copies, others as attachments. 

  

The same method was employed with participants in London from the Higher 

Education Context (see Table 2, page 143 ) and with those whom I had a chance 

to interview individually, but not in a focus group format (Tables 3 and 6). In 

the case of participants from the Higher Education context, data collection 

took place during a University class. The nine participants who responded to 

the questionnaires were in a class setting, and given the time and space limits, 

it was not possible to probe them further on their answers.  

 

Fortunately, the participants from London and Rio de Janeiro, outside of any 

educational context, who offered to take part in this study (Table 3 and 6), not 

only completed the questionnaires but were subsequently individually 

interviewed. This added positively to the data as well as the study given that 

it was possible to expand on some of the answered topics from the 



!

!

!

%*+!

questionnaires, in the same way as was done with the mind maps and focus 

groups.  

 

3.4 DATA ANALYSIS 

As part of the qualitative methodological framework, this study relies on 

three modes of data analysis: discourse analysis, textual analysis, and 

semiotics. I will now briefly describe how each of these was applied in the 

study, starting with discourse analysis as a central one to understand youth’s 

expressions. 

 

Discourse analysis 

Discourse analysis was employed to examine and make sense of participants’ 

narratives in relation to their memories and imaginaries of the Games. Despite 

its disciplinary diversity and different connotations, discourse analysis is 

defined, in broad terms, as the study of language ‘beyond the sentence’ 

(Tannen, Hamilton and Schiffrin, 2015, p. 31). In this case, I focus specifically 

on how participants’ language and narratives are shaped by their mediated or 

first-hand mnemonic experiences and the implications of such discourses with 

regards to multiple views of society, including civic engagement with the 

world. In other words, “discourse” is understood here as deeply intertwined 

with the “social”, where the ‘discursive and the social mutually inform and 

mutually act upon each other’ (Deacon et al., 1999, p. 147). 
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Despite the different levels of discourse addressed in this context, the 

emphasis is ‘on the practices of citizenship on the ground’ (Fairclough, Pardoe 

and Szerszynski, 2006, p. 98). This is an approach that not only has been 

contested in theory and practice but equally claimed as significant for 

citizenship studies. In the context of this thesis, it implied analysing the data 

from a variety of sources, such as the data resulting from focus group and 

individual interviews, as well as questionnaires. Given that discourse analysis 

covers a wide range of meanings and themes in this research, I sought to 

explore topics related to the research questions: on national, transnational, and 

local identity, as well as civic engagement and citizenship. Hence, the 

examination of discourse afforded me the opportunity to understand the 

extent to which participants’ choice of words and language gives currency to 

their own perceptions of identity, belonging, and citizenship.  

By drawing on both transactional and interactional36 approaches to the 

analysis of language, participants’ verbal and written outputs are explored in 

this thesis, starting from the premise that language is intrinsically related to 

identity (Fina, 2012). Influenced by social constructionism, discourse analysis 

is therefore important in this context not only to make sense of participants’ 

rhetoric about the world around them, but equally to understand how 

language plays an active role in creating and changing their identities and 

social relations (Jorgensen and Philips, 2001). I wish to explore how my 

!
36 In discourse analysis, a transactional approach implies looking at how language is used in 
a factual way and/or to describe content, whereas an interactional approach relates to the 
function of language in expressing social relations or personal attitudes (Brown et al., 1983) 



!

!

!

%*-!

participants built their realities through discourse (Berger and Luckmann, 

1996), and how their narratives might offer us a better appreciation of their 

views of the nation, the local context, or any other aspects of society.  

In the context of this thesis, discourse analysis offers a new dimension, given 

that: ‘most studies on memory focus on the representation of specific events 

within particular chronological, geographical, and media settings without 

reflecting on the audiences of the representations in question’ (Kansteiner, 

2002, p. 179).  As a result, the examination of the recollections and imaginaries 

of young participants with regards to the Olympics unveils other aspects that 

are not limited to the Games but also to other topics in the participants’ social 

lives, such as politics, citizenship, and active engagement with society. On the 

whole, the examination of participants’ discourses touches upon ‘a particular 

way of talking about and understanding the world (or an aspect of the world)’ 

(Jorgensen and Philips, 2001, p. 1), which is exactly what this study is 

concerned with, i.e., how young people perceive the world around them 

through language. In the same way that discourse is not a closed entity but 

rather ‘constantly being transformed through contact with other discourses’ 

(ibid., p. 6), social memory allows for the excavation of relationships between 

individual and collective identities and between public discourses and 

representations of the past (Keightley, 2010).!
  

Three levels of data were analysed drawing on social constructionist 

approaches to discourse. The first level of data was collected from the focus 
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group interviews undertaken in each school/youth club. The second was from 

the individual semi-structured interviews with individual participants. The 

final level of data related to the questionnaires sent to participants, which 

produced written text.  

 

The first step was focused on exploring the material on printed paper. The 

most significant patterns of discourse that emerged from the transcriptions 

and texts from questionnaires were, case by case, identified and coded. This 

process included identifying depictions and expressions focused on national 

identity, local identity, civic engagement and other implicit narratives related 

to citizenship. The process of coding was carried out in line with the research 

questions, and thus was very much focused on the participants’ discursive 

patterns and enactments linked to identity and citizenship.  

 

To do this, I used the qualitative data analysis programme, NVivo 12, version 

12.6.0 (for Macintosh) to organise and conduct a deeper analysis of the data. 

NVivo is an excellent software for coding but also for comparing different 

layers within the discourse, as these are more complex to visualise on paper. 

For example, the software was used further to analyse the data from each case, 

e.g., schools, youth clubs, or individual participants, to get a better picture of 

the main codes and compare them across these groups. I uploaded all the data, 

already transcribed, to NVivo, adding to it my own comments and notes from 

my observations and fieldwork.  
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Textual analysis and Semiotics 

Considered both as important methods for the examination of media and 

popular culture, textual analysis and semiotics were used in this study to 

interpret the drawings and texts produced by participants during the mind 

map exercises. They were also deployed to examine media content, more 

specifically what I refer to as “media moods” across the selected newspapers’ 

front pages. In Chapter 4, I discuss the findings relating to this part of the 

analytical process, with the view to understanding the role of the media in my 

participants’ recollections and imaginaries of the world. 

 

Described as a method that allows researchers to ‘obtain a sense of the ways 

in which, in particular cultures, at particular times, people make sense of the 

world around them’ (McKee, 2003, p. 1), I decided to employ textual analysis 

for the mind maps and the newspapers’ front pages because the examination 

of such texts is arguably equally significant to establish connections between 

the role of the media and the participants’ discursive memories and 

imaginaries (Bogart, 1984; Zelizer, 1992; Frosh, 2011; Garde-Hansen, 2011). In 

other words, this type of data analysis is a critical tool for a better 

understanding of participants’ production of meaning based on their media 

consumption, memories, and imaginaries of the world.  
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For the data in the mind maps, I conducted a thorough examination of the 

drawings and words by employing a semiotic approach to text.  Semiotics or 

semiology as ‘the study of the sign and the way it works’ (Fiske, 2010, p. 38) 

was exceptionally useful to help me understand how meaning was generated 

through signs (e.g., participants’ drawings, and newspapers images or 

headlines). I examined the data bearing in mind the three main areas of 

semiotics: the sign, the codes or systems into which signs are organised, and 

the culture(s) within which these codes and signs operate (Fiske, 2010). In 

addition, I drew on important theoretical contributions and frameworks from 

influential semiotic scholars — such as Ferdinand de Saussure (2011), Charles 

Sanders Pierce (1991), and Roland Barthes (2006) — to interpret the 

signification both at the level of newspapers (media production) and 

participants’ view of society mind maps.  

 

While Saussure’s model relating to the concept of signification was used to 

analyse the drawings and texts from participants and, equally, the images, 

texts, or photos from the newspapers’ front pages,37 Pierce’s work on 

semiology was equally relevant in this context. He suggests that we are all 

‘Homo Significans’ and that ‘all thought is in signs’ (Pierce, 1991, p. 49), thus 

putting more emphasis on the existing relationship between signs and, in this 

!
$'!As an example of how the framework of signification would work in the context of the mind 
maps, the Sign could be a drawing of the Olympic torch, the Signifier could be a conic shape 
and fire or flame, and, with regard to Signification, young people in Rio may associate this 
with the Olympic Games, whereas aboriginal people in Australia could relate it to a fire. 
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case, allowing us to expand his theory regarding how young people construct 

their realities.  

 

On the other hand, Barthes’ theory is helpful for coming to terms with how 

signs interact with the personal and cultural experience of the user, as well as 

how conventions in a text or image interact with the conventions experienced 

by the user (Fiske, 2010, p. 80). For Barthes, myth is the same as what 

Durkheim would call collective representation, conveyed in the messages of 

the press and mass consumer products as something that is socially 

determined (Barthes, 1988, p. 165). As we shall see, the participants’ drawings, 

signs and symbols referenced images recurrently circulated in the mass media, 

more specifically on the front pages of newspapers. In particular, these 

emerged in the mind maps as part of their memories or imaginaries, and thus 

further attention was required to untangle the intricate relationship between 

remembering and experience. Understanding how myth is formed is critical 

for the process of analysing the images and texts, given that myths ‘influence 

the way people relate to each other and to others and are an important element 

in the development of a common identity’ (Serp, 2014, p. 104). Thus, the idea 

of myth is contemplated and deconstructed in this study as a specific type of 

speech, fixed beyond the object, concept, or idea. In other words, ‘myth is not 

defined by the object of its message but by the way in which it utters its 

message’ (Barthes, 2006, p. 293). This is particularly important when analysing 

drawings from the participants who, despite coming together, are from 
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different backgrounds and have a variety of experiences and different cultural 

perspectives in relation to the Olympic Games.  

 

The complex and important relationship between myths, memories, and 

imaginaries is a significant part of this study’s jigsaw puzzle. As Finley (1965) 

points out, long before history existed, myths provided the answers. In this 

regard, it was the function of the myth to ‘make the past intelligible and 

meaningful by selection, by focusing on a few bits of the past which thereby 

acquired permanence, relevance, universal significance’ (Finley, 1965, p. 283).  

In addition, I also address the meaning of symbols in the mind maps and 

newspapers’ front pages. As an important form of signification, an object 

becomes a symbol when ‘it acquires through convention and use a meaning 

that enables it to stand for something else’ (Barthes, cited in Fiske, 2010, p. 86). 

For example, in the case of both drawings and newspaper front pages, when a 

podium appears it may denote victory and honour, and, the drawings of a 

note of a coin may infer that the Games were expensive or costly. All in all, the 

use of semiology as a method of analysis for both the cover of newspapers and 

the participants mind maps is extremely useful to understand how the realities 

of my participants are constructed and, to what extent media has an important 

role to play in their identity formation.  

 

The first level of this analysis consisted of identifying recurrent drawings or 

words/texts emerging from the mind maps and then subsequently grouping 
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them according to codes or themes. The second level of analysis involved a 

deeper analysis of the data that was not necessarily repetitively coded but that 

stood out as intrinsically relevant to my research questions. For example, 

drawings or texts relating to national, local, or transnational identity, and 

those that suggested civic engagement conjectures, were extrapolated and 

examined individually using the same interpretive approach.  

 
Figure 9 - Screenshot of Mind Maps quantification in Excel 

 
Similar to the mind maps, I used textual analysis and semiotics to examine the 

selected front pages of newspapers from the UK and Brazil (see Figures 5 and 

6 above). Given that this study focuses on a mass media event and young 

people’s perceptions, it felt pertinent to understand the relationship between 

media circulation and participants’ views at specific times. (See Chapters 6 and 

8). As opposed to a quantitative content analysis approach to media data, 
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textual analysis and semiotics proved to be more appropriate for this research. 

This is because the aim was to explore the linguistic aspects and structure of 

the texts, rather than producing a systematic description of words or sentences 

in isolation. I opted for a qualitative analysis given that the focus of this study 

was to interpret how participants produced different meanings and the ways 

in which their language was deployed across different themes. The same 

applied to the newspapers’ front pages, where the aim was to critically assess 

the meaning produced on each front page and the ‘implications for the broader 

culture in which they are produced and disseminated’ (Deacon et al., 1999, p. 

135).  

 

Overall, textual and semiotic analysis enabled me to understand the 

ideologies, values and beliefs of society (Shils, 1961), as well as the historical 

and cultural specificities reflected in the newspapers’ front pages (Fürsich, 

2018). This type of media analysis proved to be equally critical as part of the 

modes of analysis and methodologies, as it linked specific arguments from 

participants’ memories and imaginaries as mediatised and influenced by 

media consumption. By representing themselves as ‘a discursive moment 

between encoding and decoding’ (Fürsich, 2009, p. 238), media texts can no 

longer be ‘understood as objectively examining or collecting data but as a 

“reading”’ (ibid., 2009, p. 240). Certainly, newspapers were, in this case, 

amongst the different media that claimed to play an important role in 

representing the nation, both in relation to time and space (Brookes, 1999). 
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More specifically, as I will describe in the following chapters, such claims were 

intrinsically corroborated with the findings obtained from both the media 

analysis and participants’ discourses around the same time.  

 

3.5 CONCLUDING REMARKS 

This chapter explained the conceptual and methodological framework 

emerging from an innovative research design that seeks to examine media, 

identity, and memory. I described how the analytical approach towards the 

reconceptualisation of youth citizenship (see Figure 2, page 130) informed my 

choice of methods, data collection, and analysis. A mixed methodology that 

relied on mind maps, as well as media content and interviews, offered a much-

needed diverse perspective on the ways in which youth citizenship can be 

tracked and developed through big media events, such as the Olympic Games. 

Proposed as both a desirable space of discourse, the Jovencivic theoretical 

framework emerges in my research design and methodological approach from 

a symbiotic relationship across three significant strands of theory. It 

synthetises insights from memory, media, and youth studies that contribute to 

a better understanding of young people’s sense of civic media and citizenship 

values beyond mainstream and adult-centric understandings of youth 

citizenship. In addition, my research design contemplates ‘how young people 

conceptualised and practised citizenship within everyday social interactions 

and experiences in [their] societies’ (Wood, 2014, p. 215). It does so by drawing 

attention to the role of the media in their memories and imaginaries as an 

important means to include different voices. In other words, it seeks to ‘pays 
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attention to spaces previously rendered invisible by normative conceptions of 

citizenship (ibid., p. 217). 

 

The required modes of analysis aims to extrapolate the participants’ views and 

senses of belonging in two different globally distinct settings: London and Rio 

de Janeiro. To this end, an interdisciplinary research design and methodology 

were drawn up to interpret and make sense of multiple meanings of youth 

civic engagement and performances within and beyond national contexts 

focused on the Olympic Games. In light of a media event, the proposed 

methodological approach problematises traditional perspectives of youth 

engagement with their cities, the nation, and the world. It challenges current 

homogenising views of youth by offering a more inclusive approach to the 

plethora of voices emerging in the content of local, national, or transnational 

citizenry.  

 

Underpinned by a theoretical and analytical framework formed from the 

intersecting fields of youth, memory, and media studies, my methodology 

consists of a set of qualitative methods of data collection and modes of 

analysis. Although in London the questions posed to participants aimed to 

explore their memories of the past 2012 Olympic Games, and in Rio their 

imaginaries of the 2016 Olympics to come, both memories and imaginaries 

came up as inseparable enactments that were in constant dialogue during the 

data analysis. Memory and imagination, thus, conform with the depictions 
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and the discourse of young participants’ views, including their sense of 

belonging and notions of citizenship. 

 

In the introduction to this chapter, I explained why the process of recruiting 

participants proved to be such an important factor for the entire 

methodological approach and aim of reconceptualising youth citizenship. This 

involved considering the existing dichotomy between youth identity and 

place-making. In order to identify different expressions of belonging in the 

cities in which the empirical work took place, I explained step by step how 

participants were recruited and why it was important to have a variety of 

voices from various contexts. Thus, socio-economic background, class, 

location, type of schools, and age, were some of the considerations taken on 

board during the recruitment process in order to reflect such diversity.  

 

The second strand of the research design emphasises the role of memory and 

imagination as significant discursive elements of young people’s identities 

and citizenship. In order to best capture such voices, I employed different 

methods such as mind maps exercises, semi-structured interviews, focus 

groups and questionnaires. Such a blended approach to data collection served 

the purpose of attaining diversity and inclusivity within my sampling. In other 

words, it was aimed at envisaging participants’ distinctive backgrounds in the 

cities in which the empirical work took place by linking it to the different 

discourses emerging from the data.  
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The Olympic Games are situated as a case study of a media event with 

significant implications for the host cities both at an individual and collective 

level. Media thus are equally contemplated in the research design as an 

important strand. Section 3.3.2 explained how data collection and the analysis 

of newspapers’ front pages from each country (see Figure 6) sought to 

contribute to a better understanding of young people’s mediated memories 

and imaginaries of the Games and more broadly of society. In other words, the 

idea was to find a correlation between what the media say and public 

perceptions or opinions.  

 

Further to the different types of data collection, I described why discourse and 

textual analysis were the preferred modes to examine the data from 

participants’ discourses and media content. This involved describing the 

extent to which these two overlap in the final part of the findings, as well as 

why they are important to allow Jovencivic to emerge as a concept fostering a 

place of discourse (please see section 3.3.2). For instance, whereas discourse 

analysis was employed to give currency to the narratives of participants from 

the interviews and questionnaires, textual analysis focused more on the visual 

aspects of the mind maps as well as the newspapers front pages.  

 

The aim of this chapter was to provide a clearer understanding of the 

methodological approach devised for this thesis, with the view to answering 
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the research questions. As a result, the proposed research design and 

methodologies may be useful for other studies that equally seek to contribute 

to a better view of young people’s voices in a global mediatised world.  

 

In the chapters that follow Jovencivic is put into action, by analysing the 

empirical, textual and discursive elements of this thesis. Jovencivic is used 

here to analyse Theme 1 (Media), Theme 2 (Memory and Imaginaries), and 

Theme 3 (the North-South Divide), with the view to employing the research 

design for similar research in the areas of media, memory and citizenship. The 

next chapter will specifically deal with media analysis of the front pages of 

different types of newspapers both in the London and Brazilian context during 

their respective Olympic Games, describing points of convergence and 

divergence. Chapters 5 to 8 will then examine young people’s memories and 

imaginaries of the Games in London and Rio de Janeiro respectively, before 

Chapter 9 comparatively reflects on the intersections between the case studies. 

!  
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CHAPTER 4. MEDIA ANALYSIS  
 
The research questions posed in this thesis are implicitly concerned with the 

role of the media38 in youth memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games 

and, as a result, their understandings and performances of citizenship. 

Chapters 2 and 3 described, in more detail, the rationale for the choice of 

newspaper front pages for conducting such an analysis. This chapter extends 

this work by analysing a small sample of media from the two settings (London 

and Rio de Janeiro) in which the empirical work took place, with the aim of 

identifying any correlation between participants’ narratives and the media 

discourses at the time of the fieldwork.  It focuses on the media strand of the 

Jovencivic framework.  

 

Before moving onto the examination and discussion of the participants’ 

mediated memories and imaginaries, this chapter outlines the key findings 

from the media content analysis. As described in Chapter 3, the front pages of 

a total of 70 newspapers were examined drawing upon the analytical structure 

of the following framework (Deacon et al., 1999). This framework provided 

!

$%!Newspaper narratives have a considerable influence in communicating national identity 
through the prism of mega sporting events like the Olympic Games. The media play a major 
role in constructing, (re)producing, and reinforcing narratives and images (Vincent et al., p. 
897), by communicating shared meanings, understandings, and values about national identity 
(Billings, 2008).!!

!

!
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the foundations for the analysis of the front pages of the two selected 

newspapers from the UK (the Guardian and the Sun) and Rio de Janeiro 

(Globo and Extra (Please see appendices 11 and 12 for the analysis of each 

country’s newspaper front cover). The framework below (Figure 10) outlines 

the different steps involved in the subsequent media analysis (Deacon et al., 

1999).  

Stage 1. Position, composition, and intertextual 
relations 
 

These three components involve the ‘formal 
staging of a news text’ (Deacon et al., 1999, p. 
174) and the identity of the text within the 
broader structure of the rest of the discourse.  
 
Position refers to where the story is located in 
relation to other stories. 
 
Composition is about the stories’ typographical 
arrangement and style. Intertextual relations 
consider intertextuality and the relationship 
between different stories.  
 
 

Stage 2 and 3. Sequence structure, source quantity 
and quality, framing procedures 

This second stage of the analysis looks at the 
text’s thematic structure.  
 
The sequence structure involves the overall 
arrangement and narrative of the material out 
of which the news items are constructed. For 
source quantity and quality, we look at the 
journalistic sources, the materials, and the 
extent to which sources may derive from other 
sources.   
 
Framing procedures entail news sources that 
frame and contain other sources, which is 
common in the structure of news narratives.  
 

Stage 4. Lexical choice Studying lexical choice involves considering 
the type of lexicon chosen to support the 
thematic structure of the text. It can suggest a 
specific type of ideological belief and values 
embedded in the text.  
 

Stage 5. Thematic macro-structure and discourse 
schemata  

This stage involves looking at how texts are 
mobilised in different ways, by examining the 
headlines and leads and exploring the 
possibility of broader ideological concepts that 
are inherent to the text. 
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Figure 10 - Framework for the analysis of newspapers’ front pages  
(Created by the author)!  

 
Stage 6. Semiotic analysis of images/photos  This is a new stage added to the framework 

and one that involves analysing the images 
according to the meaning of the signs: iconic, 
indexical, or symbolic. To this end, it explores 
the denotation and connotation meanings of 
the main images on the front pages.  
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4.1 THE CASE OF LONDON 

 

Introducing the Newspapers 

 

A brief introduction to the selected newspapers is provided here ahead of the 

analysis. The role and character of the newspapers within the UK and Brazilian 

environment provide the necessary contextualisation of the follow-up 

discussion. 

 

In the case of the UK, the newspapers selected were the Guardian/Observer 

and the Sun/The Sun on Sunday. Both sets are daily newspapers, with a high 

volume of circulation, yet are of different formats and political stances. 

Founded in 1891, the Guardian newspaper is a broadsheet owned by the 

Guardian Media Group. The Observer and the Guardian Weekly are also part 

of the same group as the weekend or Sunday newspapers. The Guardian was 

the first newspaper and media organisation to win the most prestigious award 

in journalism – the Pulitzer Prize for public service – for the Snowden 

revelations (articles related to Edward Snowden’s leaking of the National 

Security Agency’s Surveillance activities), and other prizes by the British Press 

Awards (Cole, 2015). According to the Audit Bureau Circulation (ABC) in June 

2012, the Guardian’s (print copy) circulation was 211,511.39 From a political 

!
39 Information about the Guardian’s Newspaper circulation is from the ABC and is available 
in the following link: https://www.theguardian.com/media/table/2012/nov/09/abcs-
national-newspapers.!
!
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stance, the Guardian newspaper is more aligned to the centre-left with a 

reputation for having a liberal editorial. In terms of linguistic and stylistic 

approach, the Guardian is similar to other mid-market40 newspapers, in that it 

is associated with serious journalism, deploying in-depth coverage and a sober 

tone in articles and editorials. 

 

Owned by the Rupert Murdoch News Corporation, the Sun and the Sun on 

Sunday newspapers are UK tabloids with the highest circulation rates in the 

country. According to ABC, in June 2012 the Sun’s newspaper circulation was 

2,583,552.29 The tone and tabloid format, including the linguistic features, are 

connected to a more conservative readership and ideology than the Guardian. 

For example, the Sun’s linguistic approach offers a ‘sensationalized and 

simplified set of explanations of the world’ (Conboy, 2006, p. 35), by frequently 

exploiting its position in terms of a general ‘sexualization of popular culture’ 

(ibid.). As is the case with most tabloids in Britain, the news in the Sun is 

presented as a form of entertainment (Connell, 1998, p. 14). 

In the case of Brazil, O Globo and Extra were the selected newspapers for 

conducting a similar analysis. O Globo is a national broadsheet newspaper 

founded in 1925, with its headquarters in Rio de Janeiro, owned by the O 

Globo Group/Infoglobo. O Globo is one with the newspapers with the highest 

levels of circulation in the country, and is linked to conservative ideological 

!
40 Mid-market newspapers seek to cater for readers who enjoy entertainment, as well as 
covering important news stories. These newspapers generally cover hard news, unlike the 
down market newspapers that favour sensationalist stories.  
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stances. The group was open about its support of the Brazilian military 

dictatorship in the 1960s and 1970s, and it is still considered to have 

ambiguous connections with the football industry and politics in general (de 

Melo and Drummond, 2014, p. 708). During the 2013 protest movements, the 

newspaper was accused of a biased coverage and of lacking space for political 

debate on the causes of the movement (Saad-Filho, 2013). Although many 

online platforms have been offering alternative views and playing a crucial 

role in ‘reshaping politics and democratic expression in Brazil’ (Bailey et al., 

2007, p. 109), it is still remarkable that in a country with such a strong leftist 

tradition, there are not many progressive newspapers when compared to 

neighbouring countries such as Argentina and Mexico (van Dijk, 2017, p. 204). 

For this reason, the second newspaper chosen for the Brazilian media analysis 

was the sister newspaper of O Globo, the Extra. With headquarters in Rio de 

Janeiro too, the tabloid Extra was founded in 1998 by Infogroup and soon 

became one of the best-selling papers in Rio de Janeiro. Although the Extra is 

from the same group as O Globo, its linguistic approach to news is more 

informal and sarcastic, which is defined in Brazil as popular journalism, 

targeting the population of classes B and C (Prevedello, 2008).41  

 

!
41 Class A and B in Brazil correspond to a segment of the population with higher education 
levels and thus higher levels of income. Class C corresponds to what is often referred to as the 
middle class, and those who have some level of education, such as having completed high 
school or possessing a higher degree. For more information, see: 
https://thebrazilbusiness.com/article/social-classes-in-brazil-1453802521. 
!
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Analysis of UK newspapers’ front pages 

Despite some small differences in the content and structure of the Guardian’s 

and the Sun’s front pages, 5 key themes stood out from the textual analysis 

conducted across the 36 front pages, during the 2 weeks corresponding to the 

2012 Olympic Games in London. These were grouped according to the 

following topics: 1. The opening and closing ceremonies/spectacles; 2. The 

performance of British athletes versus other internationally acclaimed athletes; 

3. Gold medals tally; 4. Expectations of the Olympic Games; and 5. Changes in 

the city/gentrification.  

I now turn to each of these topics, providing a more detailed overview of what 

they entail in media, textual and linguistic terms. 

1.! The Opening and Closing ceremonies/spectacles  

The opening and closing ceremonies of the London 2012 Olympic Games 

stood out as an important news topic on the two selected newspapers’ front 

pages. Although this was, to a large extent, expected given that the event was 

taking place in London, it also demonstrates an opportunity to display the best 

of the country and its history (MacAloon, 1981; Biressi and Nunn, 2013; 

Vincent et al., 2018; Kanin, 2019). Various pictures of British athletes and 

celebrities, such as Joanna Lumley and Jennifer Saunders42 holding the torch; 

aerial photos of the Olympic Stadium with the headlines ‘Night of Wonder’ or 

!
42 Joanna Lumley and Jennifer Saunders are two famous British actresses who were part of the 
British television sitcom Absolutely famous. 
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“Golden Wonder”, alluding to the Isles of Wonder43; images of the Union Jack 

Flag; and wordplays with the letter B for “Bond, Becks, Beatles, the Baked 

Bean…Brilliant!” made the front pages of these two newspapers. As I discussed 

previously in the literature review chapter, mediated stories like these are 

connected to displays of national identity and culture (Whannel, 2002). The 

aforementioned examples are perceived as a social expression of nationalism. 

In the specific case of the Olympics, they are perceived as ways of displaying 

an overall understanding of Britishness. An example of this, recurrently 

displayed on the front pages, is the Union Jack flag which is a metonym for 

the United Kingdom, thus implying a sense of belonging and an imagined 

community (Billing, 2006). The composition and intertextual framing of the 

Guardian’s and the Sun’s front pages indicate elements of nationalist 

discourse, with very little information on news stories from other countries. 

For example, a day before the Opening Ceremony of the London Olympic 

Games, the Guardian’s front page (dated 27 July, 2012) is fully dedicated to 

the Games. Aside from the picture of British celebrities holding the torch, the 

other half of the page is dedicated to an opinion piece by Jonathan Freedland 

on the expectations of the Olympics, which continues inside the newspaper. 

The title of the story – “Time to find out who we are” – accounts for the 

expectations of the Games, particularly revolving around the opening 

ceremony, a key moment for the host city and country. However, it also 

!
"$!Isles of Wonder was  the title of the Olympic ceremonies used by Danny Boyle to refer to 
Olympian Britain , inspired from the Shakespeare’s play The Tempest. 
!
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denotes other aspects that have for a long time, pervaded the history and 

‘troubled political past’ (Freedland, 2012, n.p.) of the United Kingdom. One of 

these is the ‘uncertainties regarding Britain’s ability to host the games […]’ as 

a reflection of the British ‘national malaise and characteristic of its 

contemporary problems’ (Hayward, The Daily Telegraph, 27 July, 2012, p. S2, 

cited in Jack, 2015, p. 7). These points suggest that British newspapers’ 

coverage of the opening and closing ceremonies might be seen as a way of 

mediating the idea of an imperial past, as a facilitator for reconstructing and 

reframing Britain’s current national unity and pride (Black, 2015). 

The macro-structure and discourse schemata deployed across this topic give 

the impression that Britain is on the verge of being rediscovered and its 

identity will be challenged through the lens of the Olympic Games. Similarly, 

the lexicon used on the UK front pages, such as, “what our species is capable 

of at its best”, “the Olympics will offer the answers to questions that have 

nagged at us since…”, “what exactly is our place in the world” and “how do 

we compare to other countries and to the country we used to be” suggest ideas 

of shared national identity framed by the newspapers as an imagined 

community (Anderson, 2004).  

Finally, the photos of the opening and closing ceremonies were analysed by 

attending to different levels of signification (e.g., iconic, indexical, and 

symbolic). Despite the fact that the photo-image is considered the ‘iconic sign 

par excellence’ (Deacon et al., 1999, p. 188), many of the photos of the opening 

and closing ceremonies were analysed as symbols, because they were 
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‘arbitrarily connected to its object by association or habituation’ (ibid., p. 187), 

and very much dependent on the cultural system. The Olympic torch, the rings 

and the Union Jack Flag are, in this context, just some examples. The first 

symbolises the beginning of the Olympic Games, the second is a world-known 

symbol of the Games and the last is a symbol of a nation or, in this case, of the 

GB team.  

2.! The performance of the British and internationally renowned athletes 

 
Throughout the Games, attention shifted to the performance of the British and 

internationally renowned athletes. The story builds up daily as Team GB 

struggles to win gold medals. British cyclist Lizzie Armistead appears in a 

photo featuring on both front pages of the Guardian and The Sun, on 30 July, 

2012, holding a silver medal. The headline in the Guardian says: “No Gold but 

plenty to cheer”, which supports the idea previously claimed in other studies 

that during the Games the British press narrative and tone was inspirational 

and based on the unprecedented success of TEAM GB athletes (Vincent, 2010, 

p. 895).  

 

Additionally, the front pages also feature and give amplified attention to the 

performances of internationally renowned athletes, such as American 

swimmer Michael Phelps and Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt. The number of 

gold medals won by these athletes explains the hype created around them, 

including the emphasis on the celebrity dimension.  
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In the case of Michael Phelps, the headline “The Greatest Olympian” on the 

Guardian front page of 1 August, 2012 is considered a preamble to the lifetime 

award given to the American swimmer by the International Swimming 

Federation and a recognition of his Olympic achievements (Hodler, 2016). In 

addition to this, Phelps won his 19th medal at the London Olympic Games even 

though he had already been crowned the greatest Olympian after winning the 

11th gold medal in the Beijing Olympics (Rowe, Petzold and Gilmour, 2010). In 

order words, the “celebrity” hype created around these athletes, like Phelps, 

explains why there was a higher expectation about his performance at the 

London Games. 

 

The same applies to Usain Bolt. The athlete is famous for his Olympic world 

record as a sprinter and for his “lightning bolt” pose and dance. During the 

analysis, Bolt featured many times on the front pages as a result of his 

performance and record achievements at the London Olympics. However, on 

one occasion, he appears along with the British athlete Mo Farah, with a 

caption using wordplay: “MOMENTUS”. In that picture, it is possible to see 

both athletes on the podium doing each other’s pose (see the front page of the 

Guardian on 12 August, 2012). Mo Farah is performing the “lightning bolt” 

and Usain Bolt the “Mobot” shape gesture. In these Games, Bolt made a record 

time of 9.63 seconds in the men’s final. However, for Mo Farah, he was the first 

‘British man since Albert Hill in 1924 to win two Olympic track and field titles 

at the same Games’ (Shah, 2013, p. 119) on behalf of GB Team and Britain.  
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The front pages also featured other British athletes, mainly those who won 

gold medals. Jessica Ennis, Chris Hoy, Andrew Murray, Bradley Wiggins, 

Victoria Pendleton, and Nicole Adams were some of the names that made 

headlines and whose pictures were displayed on the selected front pages. 

Similarly, GB teams competing in different sports, like cycling (with Chris Hoy 

leading) and equestrian showjumpers, were also mentioned on some of the 

front pages.  

 

As Polley (2002, p. 35) reminds us, major sporting events can work as a 

metonym whereby the nation is replaced or presented as ‘a single sentient 

being’ and where national teams can ‘take the guise of the national itself’. This 

is the case, for example, with how British athletes were perceived and framed 

in the two UK newspapers. Despite some attention being paid to international 

athletes, the focus during the two weeks of the Games was Team GB and its 

athletes. Hence, the dynamic between media-sports and national identity is 

well established on these newspapers’ front pages. In addition, photo captions 

and headlines such as “keep calm and carry on, we have got Bradley to 

come”44 were deployed as wordplays and motivational sentences to refer to 

British identity and politics. In fact, the slogan “keep calm and carry on”, albeit 

slightly modified here, is known for being associated with the nostalgia of 

wartime, when communities and the respective government were expected to 

!
44 The expression “Keep calm and carry on” was originally a motivational poster from British 
propaganda during the Second World War (Kurtz, 2013; Lewis, 2017). 
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act together (Bramall, 2013, p. 91). This slogan has been linked to British 

cultural memory and the Second World War, through cultural artefacts and, 

in particular, the mass media, as a way to mobilise people in light of 

contemporary events (Noakes and Pattinson, 2013). 

 

3.! The gold medals tally 

The medal tally at international sport competitions is intrinsically linked with 

ideas of national identity and feelings of pride (van Hilvoordeas et al., 2010). 

During the analysis of the front pages, various references to the medal table 

ranking during the 2012 Olympic Games and an intensifying coverage of the 

number of gold medals won by Team GB emerged as a key topic. Furthermore, 

a preoccupation with the lack of gold medals attained by Team GB is visible 

on the front pages throughout the days. The photo of athlete Lizzie Armistead 

holding a silver medal with the caption “no gold but plenty to cheer”, as well 

as cyclist Bradley Wiggins’ image with the caption “Phew, when he won a 

gold medal”, are some examples that show how important it was for Great 

Britain to be on top of the medal index. 

In addition to the photos of athletes holding their medals, the use of wordplay 

and puns reveals a narrative of expectation by questioning what Great Britain 

is capable of, and what it embodies as a nation (van Hilvoordeas et al., 2010). 

Take for example the headline “United Blingdom”, from the Sun, or “Britain’s 

Golden Games” from the Guardian, both on the same day (8 August, 2012). 

These slogans not only refer to the number of medals achieved by Team GB 
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but equally emphasise the best of the nation using the Olympics as a platform. 

Although the IOC does not officially recognise the Olympic medal table, there 

has always been a global interest in the Olympic medal index. This is 

explained by the role it plays in the media and how it increases investments in 

sports as well as international prestige (Haut et al., 2017). 

Another aspect related to the medals, and which comes up frequently on the 

front pages, is the multiple references to the first Olympic Games in London 

in 1908. Known as the “austerity games”, the 1948 Olympic Games went 

somewhat unnoticed in the UK news when compared to previous Games 

hosted in London. One of the reasons for this could arguably be the fact that 

these Games failed to attract historical interest (Beck, 2008, p. 615). Instead, the 

front pages refer to the “biggest gold medal haul since 1908”, as well as to the 

fact that Team GB cyclists did ‘secure numbers 21 and 22 and gave Britain the 

biggest haul since the Games were held in London 1908’ (Williams, 2012, n.p.) 

or ‘The 1908 total of 56 gold medals is likely to remain out of reach’ (Williams, 

2012, n.p.). The British government thought that the 1948 London Games were 

a success in terms of propaganda, especially regarding the media coverage of 

‘Britain’s global role and achievement in undertaking ‘[…] the largest ever 

Olympics in a country recovering from a lengthy war’ (Beck, 2008, p. 636). 

However, in 1948 Britain had a modest medal tally, which again explains the 

reason why these Games were omitted from the London 2012 media discourse. 

Given that the national newspaper’s coverage of mega-events is, by and large, 

dedicated to constructing a narrative of national identity (Vincent et al., 2018), 
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the success of Britain during the 1948 London Olympics is completely 

overlooked, because of the low medal tally, and instead the focus is on the first 

Games held in London in 1908, during which the medal tally was higher.  

4.! Expectations of the Olympic Games 

Scholars have highlighted that the success, sustainability, and legacy of mega-

events depend partly on public support, specifically from local communities 

in the places in which the events take place (Prayag et al., 2013). With that in 

mind, the coverage of topics such as the feelings, perceptions, and expectations 

of British people concerning the 2012 Olympic Games emerged during the 

analysis of the newspaper front pages. References made to this topic indicate, 

for example, that British people were supportive of the costs associated with 

the Games. On 11 August, 2012, the headline from the front page of the 

Guardian stated that: “Britons back the feelgood games”, followed by a text 

explaining the outcome of the poll conducted by the ICM on the success of the 

Games in inducing a “feelgood” factor in British citizens. In addition to the 

55% of Britons that said that the Olympic Games were ‘well worth the 

investment for cheering up the country during hard times’ (Clark and Gibson, 

2012, n.p.) the front page (see figure 11 below) also mentioned that the motto 

“inspire a generation” is strong amongst British people and remains popular 

outside the capital.  
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Figure 11 - Feeling Good factor 

Guardian front page, 11th August 2012 

!
 

These notions of “feeling good” and “backing the Games” are all connected 

with the 2012 Olympic Games’ legacy and therefore with ideas of national 

identity. Moreover, the idea of and feelings associated with “togetherness” in 

the context of sports are intrinsically linked with a sense of nationality (Closs 

Stephens, 2016). Hence, there is a strong relationship between what is defined 

as the ‘affective atmospheres’ circulating in cultural geographies and ideas of 

national identity or nationalism. In this case, the expectations of British citizens 

around the Olympic Games, including the “feel good” factor, are worked upon 

and ‘continuously monitored and reflected to “the nation” by way of opinion 

polls, images, graphs, collected tweets and even art installations’ (Closs 

Stephens, 2016, p. 185). The analysis of the front pages of national newspapers 
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suggests that their content played a crucial role in promoting an ‘affective 

atmosphere’ of national unity and togetherness around the 2012 Olympic 

Games. 

However, the “affective atmospheres” created with the Olympic Games and 

the expectations of British citizens are contemplated in this study as 

intrinsically linked to the field of cultural geographies and people’s view of 

their city. In other words, they are intricately connected to the emotional 

feelings produced between citizens and things as well as places (Closs 

Stephens, 2016, p. 2). For example, despite efforts from the UK Government to 

create a “feel good” synergy based on the Olympic Games, the controversy 

over the empty seats in the Olympic Stadium hampered that intention by 

becoming a topic of discussion. The front pages of the Guardian (30 July, 2012) 

and Observer (29 July, 2012) bring up this topic and discuss it by contrasting 

it with other antagonistic voices, such as that of Sebastian Coe (President of 

the Organising Committee of the London Games) who alleged that venues 

were “packed to the gunnels” (see Appendix 6) Guardian, 30 July, 2012, under 

the Framing Procedures section). In that regard, the UK media played an 

important role in exploring the controversy surrounding the empty seats. It 

overtly reported that some of the “Olympic Family” members who had been 

given prime viewing tickets failed to show up (Giulianotti et al., 2015) and, as 

a result, the organisers brought in volunteers and army personnel to fill empty 

seats, particularly those most exposed to television cameras (ibid., 105). Coe’s 
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response to this, which comes up on the front pages of the Guardian (30 July, 

2012), was to state that venues “were packed to the gunnels”.  

5.! Changes in the city/gentrification 

One major feature of the Olympic Games’ bidding discourse and legacy was 

the promise of using the event as a catalyst for a successful urban planning 

and regeneration (Thornley, 2012). This point relates to the previous one, as it 

touches upon people’s expectations of the Games and how they might have 

changed the city. Remarks about East London gentrification and references to 

the postcode E20 as opposed to ET are just some elements identified as being 

significant to the legacy of the 2012 Games on the front pages. According to 

various scholars, the IOC’s support for London to host the 2012 Olympic 

Games was legitimised by the idea of regenerating a socially deprived area 

into a culturally diversity one (Poynter, 2009; Thornley, 2012; Armstrong et al., 

2016). As a result, it is not surprising that the front pages refer to the idea of 

urban regeneration as a positive legacy of the Games, without even making 

any reference to the local population’s views on the same topic, which might 

be completely different from that of the organisers.  

On 9 August, the Guardian front page refers to this topic by using a wordplay 

between ET (for Extra-terrestrials) versus E2045 (the new postcode for the 

!
45 E20 had only existed in the BBC soap opera EastEnders, as a postcode for the fictional 
neighbourhood Walford (Armstrong et al., 2016) 
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Olympic Park). The caption reads: “ET, no E20” which suggests that the newly 

redeveloped area of the Olympic Park is neither something alien nor 

associated with a negative impact, at least from the newspaper perspective. 

Instead, the emphasis is on the positive outcomes of this new urban 

development in East London. On 27 July 2012, the day of the opening 

ceremony, the Guardian brings up this topic again, in an opinion piece by 

Jonathan Freedland entitled “London 2012: time to find out who we are”. In 

his column, the British journalist refers to the place where the London Olympic 

Stadium was built as ‘an area once deemed an urban wasteland’ (Freedland, 

2012, n.p.).  

The framing procedures applied in this context unveil a one-sided view when 

considering the changes in the city and the gentrification of East London. 

Furthermore, the analysis of the selected front pages from the UK suggests a 

celebratory tone focused on the Summer Olympic and Paralympic Games that 

took place in London in 2012. Yet, the same analysis also points to significant 

aspects linked to the city, the country, and the GB Team athletes, thus 

contemplating not only the city of London but the nation as part of the same 

rhetoric.   

4.2 THE CASE OF RIO DE JANEIRO 

Four key topics emerged from the analysis of the Brazilian newspapers’ 

frontpages in the period between 20 February and 9 March, 2015: 1. The 

political situation of the country; 2. The economic situation of the country; 3. 
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Corruption; 4. Rio de Janeiro’s transformation and the city’s anniversary. In 

addition to that, cartoons were often used as a way of reporting political news 

using satire. This was particularly evident in the O Globo newspaper front 

pages, as a means of reinforcing opinions, to ‘construct valuable arguments 

and provide specific knowledge on contemporary social issues’ (Sani et al., 

2012, p. 52).  

1.! The political situation of the country 

References to the political situation of Brazil stand out from the front pages of 

the selected Brazilian newspapers, specifically regarding the Lava Jato (Car 

Wash) and Petrobras cases/scandals. Although these and other political cases 

relate to the political situation of the country, they are also connected to point 

3 of the analysis: corruption in the country. 

Lava Jato was an ongoing criminal investigation conducted by the Federal 

Police of Brazil. It began in March 2014, thus a year before this this thesis’s 

fieldwork in Brazil. At the centre of the investigation is judge Sergio Moro, 

who appears on one of the front pages of O Globo on 3 March 2015 along with 

a caption stating that it is important to “follow the money, in order to get to 

the top people involved in this scheme”. Operation Lava Jato involved the 

investigation of members of the state oil company Petrobras, including 

politicians and Presidents of Brazil. Emphasis is placed in particular on the 

Petrobras case which became internationally known as a massive, Brazilian 
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political corruption scandal involving various business people and politicians 

(Segal, 2015).  

The front pages also feature President Dilma Rousseff repetitively, suggesting 

a crisis in her mandate. The news and headlines found on these front pages 

refer to a fiscal adjustment and other topics involving President Dilma, such 

as the lack of support from the Brazilian Democratic Movement (PMDB), and 

an international political controversy with the Indonesian Ambassador in 

Brazil.  

Although it is the political news stories that seem to dominate the front pages 

of these two newspapers, it is O Globo that appears to take these topics more 

seriously. The newspaper Extra, on the other hand, focuses more on the impact 

of President Dilma’s discourse on the population, where she is criticised for 

pleading to people for patience while she negotiates the fiscal adjustment. As 

a result, the front page of Extra on 9 March 2015, states that citizens take to the 

streets as a protest against the country’s instability and current political 

situation. 

Additionally, the use of cartoons across different front pages is considered as 

an important framing procedure, as it is intertextually connected to other 

topics. The use of cartoons is more visible in the O Globo than in the Extra 

newspaper. As previously mentioned, cartoons constitute a relevant media 

text, deployed as a metaphor and vehicle to set the social agenda (Sani et al., 

2012). In the context of the front pages, the cartoons are used mainly to 
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describe the relationship between President Dilma, her cabinet, and the rest of 

the Government, which suggests that a political crisis is imminent.  

2.! The economic situation of the country 

The economic situation of Brazil is innately linked to the political instability 

lived in the country. In that regard, headlines about inflation, a cutback of class 

C consumption, and the impact of Moody’s46 ratings on the Brazilian currency, 

are aspects that stand out during the analysis of the newspapers’ front pages.  

Class C is often referred to as a group that is losing its purchase power in 

Brazilian society. Class stratification in Brazil is based on the population 

income and education which means that class C is the equivalent of middle 

class. It represents those who have an education and potentially a degree, with 

a monthly income of 3.152 reais per household (Nes, 2016, n.p.).  

One of the reasons behind a cutback in consumption by Class C, mentioned 

on the front pages, is the high inflation rates in the country at the time. In fact, 

references to the rise in inflation are implicitly linked to the political crisis 

taking place in the country. On 6 March 2012, the O Globo front pages show a 

headline stating that the real (Brazilian currency) is affected by the markets 

with the dollar reaching 3 reais. The same front page reinforces the idea that 

the political situation is impacting the economy of the country.  

!
46 Moody is one of the three big credit rating agencies in America. In this case, given the 
political and economic situation, agencies like Moody categorised Brazil’s credit rating as a 
“junk grade”, which automatically affected the real (Brazilian currency) value.  
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3.! Corruption 

The front pages of the two newspapers mention various cases of corruption 

several times, either with politicians or individuals involved in institutions. 

Some of these topics have already been mentioned in point 1, namely the Car 

Wash and Petrobras cases.  

On 7 March 2012, both the Globo and Extra newspapers dedicate their front 

pages to the topic of corruption, and list the names of the 44 politicians 

involved in the Car Wash case. In the case of O Globo, it is possible to see the 

pictures of all those involved, whereas the newspaper Extra shows, at the top 

of the page, the picture of 4 politicians who are amongst the other 44 accused 

of corruption, by linking it with dots to a blurred picture of 2 boys, at the 

bottom of the page, who were caught pickpocketing. At first, the connection 

between the image of the politician and the boys seems decontextualised. Yet 

the text alerts the reader to the fact that the scheme set up by these politicians 

could have kept 1.1 million children, like the two caught pickpocketing, in 

school for one year. 

 

In addition to the massive corruption scandal involving members of 

government and politicians, there is also reference made to other cases, such 

as the Samba School Beija Flor and the businessman Eike Batista who are 

accused of money laundering during the Car Wash. The issue with Beija Flor 

Samba School emerges due to large donations from Theodore Nguema 

Obiang, Vice-President of the dictatorship regime of Equatorial Guinea. The 
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front pages suggest that these donations could be related to money 

laundering.  

 

Eike Batista, on the other hand, one of Brazil’s richest men, is reported on the 

front pages to be having his assets and belongings seized. The story also 

focuses on the fact that the judge overseeing this case had been seen driving 

the defendant’s Porsche and had allegedly kept his piano. On 26 February 

2012, the Extra front page displayed a picture of a piano that is said to be at 

the Judge’s house and belongs to the defendant Eike Batista. The story also 

suggests that this may have implications for the Judge.  

 

On 27 February 2012, the front page of O Globo mentions that these scandals 

and the corruption cases might have a negative impact on the Olympic Games. 

The captions read: “Fears of delays to host the Olympics”, suggesting that the 

Petrobras and Car Wash scandal may affect preparations for the Games.  

 

4.! Rio de Janeiro’s anniversary and the city’s transformations  

Headlines about Rio de Janeiro’s 450th anniversary (on 1 March 2012), arise 

throughout the front pages of the two newspapers. This is perceived as an 

important moment in the history of the city and an opportunity to reflect upon 

the various changes that have occurred in Rio de Janeiro. As a result, both 

newspapers focus on different aspects of the anniversary. On 1 March, O 

Globo dedicates half of the front page to this event. The page features an image 
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of the city with various landmarks and urban developments from the sixteenth 

up to the twenty-first century. The Extra, on the other hand, focuses on the city 

celebrations, the cake, shows and other events, including the new tunnel that 

is being built in the port of the city.  

 

However, in addition to Rio’s anniversary, other references are made to the 

city’s transformations. For example, topics covered include changes related to 

the future Olympic Games, with the works taking place on the new metro 

lines, and other constructions occurring in the city, resulting in an impact on 

the traffic and transportation links. On 26 February 2012, the front page of O 

Globo mentions that “tatuzao” – the machine carrying out the excavations of 

the metro line in Rio – and the delays in this work, are having a negative 

impact on the extensions and improvements designed to host the 2016 

Olympic Games in Rio.  

 

4.3!CONTRASTING REALITIES 

 
The analysis of front pages of selected newspapers from the UK and Rio de 

Janeiro points in the first instance to significant contrasting elements. Whilst 

in the UK the news is focused, by and large, on the Olympic Games, using it 

to produce a positive image of the country and the city – often associated with 

displays of nationalist narratives – in Brazil the media depict a scenario where 

corruption, political scandals and the economic situation are elevated as the 

main themes occurring across Brazilian society. This was somewhat 
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anticipated, given that these national newspapers represent two different 

countries and therefore different realities. However, such discrepancies need 

to be unpacked in order to link them to the participants’ narratives in the 

empirical chapters.  

 

In the case of the UK, a total of 36 front pages (18 from the Guardian and 18 

from the Sun newspapers) were examined, covering the period between 27 

July and 13 August 2012. This period also covers the two weeks during which 

the 2012 London Olympic Games took place in London. The purpose of the 

study was to investigate the narratives of participants from London with 

regards to their memories of the Games. Since the fieldwork in London 

happened right after the event, this seemed the best period in which to analyse 

the front pages.  

 

In the case of Brazil, as explained before, I opted for the two weeks prior to my 

arrival and fieldwork with participants in Rio de Janeiro, which was about six 

months before the Games. An equal number of 36 front pages were analysed 

(18 from Globo and 18 from the Extra). Even though these two weeks may not 

offer an entirely accurate account of all important events in the past (e.g., the 

World Cup or FIFA Confederations) or future (e.g. 2016 Olympic Games in 

Rio), this period is the closest to participants’ mediated memories and 

imaginaries of future events.  
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In both cases, the aim was to establish and identify links between young 

people’s memories and the media circulation during the same period. This 

does not mean, however, that personal first-hand memories were overlooked 

in the whole frame of the study. Instead, this media analysis sought to explore 

the extent to which, in this particular case, the media represented an important 

cultural configuration that influenced the participants’ memories and 

imaginaries of past and future Games (Keightley and Pickering, 2012, p. 84). 

Furthermore, the framework used to analyse the selected media acknowledges 

the fact that, although memories are particular to the young participants in 

this study, they are often ‘borrowed and adapted, shared and pooled’ (ibid., 

p. 81). 

 

4.4 CONCLUDING REMARKS  

The aim of this chapter was to discuss the findings of a textual analysis 

conducted on a small sample of media in the two settings in which the study 

took place – the UK and Brazil. To that end, it focused on the examination of 

the front pages from these newspapers in each country: The Guardian and The 

Sun from the UK (from 27 July to 13 August 2012) and O Globo and the Extra 

from Brazil (from 20 February to 9 March, 2015). The timeframe for each 

country is different, given that the fieldwork was also conducted at different 

times. In the UK, the aim was to understand the role of the media in young 

people’s memories of the Olympic Games. Thus, the selected period for this 

analysis was the two weeks covering the London 2012 Olympic Games. In the 
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case of Rio de Janeiro, given that this research sought to examine young 

people’s expectations and imaginaries ahead of the event, the selected period 

fell within the two weeks prior to the empirical work with participants in 

Brazil.  

One of the most important findings from the analysis is the contrasting reality 

found in the topics depicted by the media in the two countries. Although it is 

essential to acknowledge that such contrasting realities are connected to the 

North-South Global divide, and the different timeframes during which the 

analysis took place, they are relevant for understanding young people’s 

mediated memories and imaginaries of the Games. 

I opted for textual analysis to analyse the newspapers’ front pages, using a 

framework (see Figure 10) that contained six stages dedicated to the analysis 

of media texts. In the case of the UK, the analysis points to five themes that 

were recurrently brought up and given further emphasis: 1. The opening and 

closing ceremonies; 2. The performance of British and other internationally 

acclaimed athletes; 3. The gold medals tally; 4. Expectations of the Olympic 

Games; and 5. Changes in the city/gentrification. The overall tone suggests a 

preoccupation with telling a story about Britain using the Olympic Games as 

a vehicle. In other words, the focus was on how well Britain performed and 

the success of Team GB in the Games. Thus, ideas about national identity 

pervade the discourse of the front pages during these two weeks. 
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In the case of Brazil, the analysis of the two newspapers’ front pages suggests 

something completely different. Firstly, the period was different as it did not 

cover any sporting events taking place in the country or in the city of Rio de 

Janeiro. The analysis points to four themes that are all interconnected and 

dominate the front pages of both newspapers: 1. The political situation of the 

country; 2. The economic situation of the country; 3. Corruption; and 4. Rio de 

Janeiro’s anniversary and the city’s transformations. 

 

During these two weeks, it is possible to observe an increasing tension related 

to the political situation with President Dilma. As a result, all the other points, 

except for the last one are, to a greater or lesser degree, linked to the political 

instability lived in the country. The scandal with Petrobras and the Lava-Jato 

investigations dominate the news and headlines of the front pages during this 

period. Also, it is important to note the reference to the Olympic Games and 

the preoccupation with the idea that the scandals and political problems in the 

country may hamper the preparations for the Games due to them taking place 

in that same year in the city of Rio de Janeiro. 

 

The framework deployed in this analysis enables us to infer that, in fact, O 

Globo’s news and headlines about the political and economic situation of the 

country are often one-sided, and ‘systematically demonized and delegitimized 

Dilma’ (van Dijk, 2017, p. 199). However, it was difficult, from the perspective 

of this research, to find an alternative newspaper in Brazil. As mentioned 
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earlier, unlike the UK, there is no left-centre or progressive newspaper in 

Brazil, which is striking for a country with such a strong leftist political 

tradition. 

 

To conclude, the findings discussed here establish important connections with 

the next chapters, whereby the participants’ first-hand but more importantly 

mediated memories or imaginaries have implications for their identities and 

civic engagement with the world (Van Dijck, 2007). Furthermore, they 

represent an important part of this study’s research design, where media are 

positioned as a critical element in young people’s constructions of reality and 

citizenship values. In other words, this chapter is useful as a means of 

understanding some of the stories and narratives that dominated the media.  

 

In the following analytical chapters, I demonstrate how the media narratives 

shape young people’s lives, specifically regarding how their memories and 

imaginaries of the Olympic Games are, to a large extent, mediated and 

connected to media discourses. Eventually, their views on society and civic 

engagement with different topics, either locally or nationally, are similarly 

predisposed towards their media consumption. Chapters 5 and 6 will discuss 

memories and imaginaries of the London 2012 Olympic Games, and Chapters 

7 and 8 will attend to the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Games. 

 

!  
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CHAPTER 5. YOUTH MEMORIES OF THE LONDON 

2012 OLYMPICS  
 
This chapter provides an in-depth analysis of the participants’ data after the 

2012 Olympic Games in London. It situates participants’ experiences of the 

Olympic Games in terms of their civic engagement with the city, nation, and 

at times with the world. The chapter is divided into two sections. First, it 

explores the role of the Olympic Games and its legacies, as a media event, in 

youth perceptions and enactments of national identity and citizenship. 

Second, it synthesises memory and imagination as important catalysts for 

reframing other forms of youth citizenship. 

 

5.1 YOUTH NATIONAL, LOCAL AND TRANSNATIONAL IDENTITIES 

This section draws on claims from the literature review around the importance 

of media events for national identity and citizenship (Riordan, 2002; Roche, 

2003; Mechikoff, 2006; Tomlinson and Young, 2006; Rowe, 2012). It focuses on 

one of the case studies of this thesis – the 2012 Olympic Games in London – 

and how the respondents’ recollections of the Games offer a wide range of 

views, as well as depictions of local, national, and transnational belonging. The 

diversity of discourses emerging from this empirical work unveils 

idiosyncratic views of the Games that are important for rethinking these 

participants’ performances of citizenship, in particular, by drawing on the 

impact of the Olympics on local communities and at a national level. 
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In addition to national identity and citizenship portrayals, participants 

brought up other aspects that have not been contemplated or explored in 

depth in traditional politics or citizenship scholarship. For instance, they 

discussed the relevance of the Games in terms of bringing different people 

together, unlike other elite sporting events, and how the Games reflect deep-

rooted class systems in different countries. These points are of particular 

relevance given that lay people’s perceptions of national identity are 

considered as a significant source of data (Jacobson, 1997, p. 181), especially in 

studies that aim to explore this complex topic from other perspectives. In this 

case, the excavations of memories and imaginaries prompted participants to 

engage with the topic of national identity, in a critical and innovative fashion, 

as well as to voice their views about the Olympic Games in London. In other 

words, such an approach enabled an in-depth examination of young peoples’ 

accounts, like the one below from John, which appears to be in conflict with 

the messages and ideologies conveyed by the Games industry. His statement 

also gives currency to different enactments and perceptions of national 

identity. In the case of John, he criticises the idea of countries hosting the 

Games for the sake of exhibiting the best of themselves, which is paradoxical 

when compared to the histories and legacies of the Olympic Games, including 

the discourse that views host cities as ideal platforms for demonstrating a 

national spectacle and display of pride (Tomlinson and Young, 2006): 
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I didn’t feel proud for England. I don’t really see the point because, you 

see, so many people make so much effort for just one week, for one event 

that you are going to have in another four years, in another country. I 

didn’t feel proud, and I didn’t really care. It’s just a way of showing off 

their country. They make it to look good for something else, and I don’t 

agree with that way of advertising the country (John, London 20th May 

2014). 

 

John belongs to a group of participants who were interviewed in a Youth Club 

in central London. Although he is of British nationality, he appears to be 

critical of the Olympics and of the idea of using the event as a platform for 

advertising the country, or, as he puts it, a “way of showing off their country”. 

By “their”, he envisages other countries in addition to the UK that have hosted 

the Games in the past and followed the same pattern in attempting to display 

the best of themselves through the Games (Dayan and Katz, 1992; Roche, 

2002). Despite the critical tone, this type of narrative resonates with feelings 

related to national citizenship and identity. On the one hand, John is concerned 

about his country’s image, by demonstrating a desire to belong within it. Yet, 

on the other hand, through his recollections of the 2012 Olympic Games in 

London, he describes how the country should be portrayed.  

 

Moreover, John’s excerpt connects with claims from the literature review 

which suggest that events like the Olympics are often used to produce an 
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imagined idea of the nation through the opening and closing ceremonies 

(Roche, 2002, 2006; King, 2006). In this particular case, the London 2012 

Olympic Games have been framed as a ‘classic example of how an imagined 

community of Britishness gets fabricated and relayed’ (Cohen, 2013, p. 23), an 

idea which aligns itself with John ‘s and other participants’ views.  

 

Enactments of national identity are claimed to be grounded, above all, in 

notions of belonging (Triandafyllidou, 1998). Throughout this research, 

however, it appeared that they were equally rooted in constructive yet critical 

views of the nation. Implicit in John’s rhetoric is the idea that the nation should 

serve its members’ interests first, rather than just “looking good for something 

else”. This conjecture also denotes the idea that, as a collective entity, the 

nation should “look good” internally first before promoting itself externally.  

The framework deployed in this thesis fosters a discursive space where 

diversity, inclusivity, and multi-layered expressions of national, local, and 

transnational identity are drawn from the participants’ memories and 

imaginaries of the Olympic Games. Hence, while some respondents, like John, 

were very outspoken about their lack of pride in hosting the Games, others 

highlighted the potential of this mega-event in terms of bringing communities, 

families, and countries together. The following passage illustrates this rather 

well: 

They [athletes] represent your country; you don’t have to be an elite to 

like sports, you can just, like … the Olympics is like that time that families 
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and countries can be united, and accomplish something, like coming 

together (Peter, London 3rd December 2015). 

 

Peter and other participants’ similar discursive recollections echo ideas 

previously claimed within the body of scholarly literature that media events 

create a ritual amongst families, almost like a holiday whereby ‘family 

members experience the event together, thus strengthening group memory 

and generational ties’ (Dayan and Katz, 1992, p. 205). While this may have 

been hypothetically the case with some families across the UK, this participant 

points out something that is worth exploring further. He brings forward 

distinctive considerations around national and local identity, and profound 

reflections on the meaning of belonging within but also beyond the nation and 

its geopolitical contexts. Speaking from the context of a Youth Club based in 

London, Peter refers to those who are not interested in sports, emphasising 

that, unlike other elite sports, the Olympics is an inclusive event that allows 

families and countries to be “united”. The reference to the “elite”, in this 

context, appears to elucidate that, contrary to what others might think, the 

Games are understood as overlooking class structures and thus providing an 

opportunity for countries and families to be united and to accomplish 

something together. This idea connects to groundwork concepts of sports 

participation, fanhood and class. It draws attention to how these concepts 

operate within societies, such as in the case of the UK, where governments 

have utilised elite sporting to achieve a greater sense of national identity 
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(Houlihan, 2002; Rowe, 2003). Furthermore, it also reflects how social class 

structures and cultural capital (Bourdieu, 1978, 1984) operate around the type 

of sports most people follow or are inclined to practice. Studies in the 

sociology of sport suggest two types of behaviour regarding people’s 

involvement in sports based on their economic or cultural capital perspectives. 

First, these studies suggest that those with higher cultural capital are, indeed, 

less likely to be involved in what is designated as “prole” sports (Wilson, 

2002). To that end, Peter’s memories of the London 2012 Olympic Games incite 

him to reflect upon these matters while simultaneously producing his own 

imaginary perspectives of belonging linked to viewing and participating in 

sports. Second, perceptions of belonging are reviewed by contemplating other 

depictions of identity beyond the national context. This means reinforcing the 

idea already stated by scholars who claim that identities are not fixed but 

rather, the result of social practices and processes subject to change (Hall and 

Du Gay, 1996; Maguire, 2011; De Fina, 2012).  

 

Given that the Jovencivic framework presented in this study is concerned with 

youth citizenship and participants’ discursive memories and imaginaries, 

some of the respondents’ enactments of identity are situated at the interstices 

between local and national contexts. Nevertheless, given the ethnic and 

multicultural variety in British society, national identity is seen in this chapter 

as multifaceted and manifold (Asari et al., 2008). The nation is, very often, no 

longer contemplated as a site for ‘the maintenance and continuous 
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reproduction of the pattern of values, symbols, memories, myths’ (Smith, 2000, 

cited in Asari, et al., 2008, p. 2), with implications for individuals with the same 

heritage, values, memories and traditions. This is particularly the case for 

young people like Assad (see below) who, as a young Somalian living in the 

UK, finds himself negotiating his identity between his country of birth and 

country of residence: 

 

Obviously, I am Somalian, so I don’t think there was a [proud] feeling 

like that but obviously my family and a lot of Somalian families do watch 

the Games because of Mo Farah and I was watching the race. I felt proud 

but at the same time disappointed because he was not running for his 

own country. I am still happy for him (Assad, London 3rd December 

2015). 

This type of transnational remembrance enables the participant to reconfigure 

his sense of belonging beyond the national frame (Assmann, 2014). In other 

words, it fosters a narrative that opens up the possibility to think about 

citizenship in terms of other forms of belonging, cultural identification and 

solidarity (Assmann, 2014, p. 546). In this case, Assad recalls that he did not 

feel particularly proud of London hosting the Games, yet his feelings changed 

upon seeing Mo Farah’s performance. The use of the adverb “obviously” is 

associated with national identity and the participant’s affinity with Somalia. 

Assuming that “a lot of Somalians” watched the Games because of Mo Farah 

is also, in this specific case, a symbolic and discursive form of expressing 
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transnational identity between British and Somalian identification. As I 

touched upon in the literature review, sports are viewed as playing an 

important role in the formation of national identity (Maguire, 2011, p. 981). 

The controversial expression – “Tebbit Cricket”47 test – for example, shows 

how in the past, unspoken assumptions were made about one’s sense of 

belonging and identity (in this case related to Cricket). These have 

subsequently been subject to scrutiny in discussions of national identity, 

especially for people like Assad, who may have two nationalities and yet feel 

both British and Somalian.  

 

As a British athlete, but of Somalian ancestry, the appearance of Mo Farah 

challenges notions of English heterogeneity, an element that is still frequently 

deployed in sporting events. This also supports what some scholars argue to 

be the ‘matrix of social relations of power which in turn shapes the multiplicity 

of identities’ (Birrell, 1998, cited in Gibbons and Malcom, 2017, p. 204), 

particularly in mega sporting events. In this case, Assad sees Mo Farah as more 

Somalian than British, which could be interpreted as a self-contemplation of 

his own national identity given that he has British citizenship but is of Somali 

nationality.  
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Other interesting and challenging expressions about national identity 

emerged from participants’ recollections of the Games. In the case of Hannah 

(see below), her recollection of the Games allowed her to reflect on aspects of 

equality and opportunities for different nations: 

Impact on society? The whole concept is meant to be unifying so I guess 

it is about bringing different countries together. I don’t think they 

maintain that feeling. Not really. One big issue with the Olympics is that 

there is a lot of countries, like I mention, the flag bearing. There is a lot of 

countries, I am originally from Bangladesh and I mean the UK has loads 

of athletes and then you have maybe three from Bangladesh walking 

behind and it is just …. this whole thing is about unity and equality but 

it is really not equal because not every country has equal opportunities 

to train athletes you know… So they might have the athletes but [are] not 

given the same opportunity, so I know it is a bit off topic but it is 

important (Hannah, London  26th July 2016). 

 

On the contrary, Hannah’s views are not “off topic” when it comes to the focus 

of this thesis. While remembering the Olympic Games she finds herself deeply 

contemplating the legacies, values, and whole purpose of the event. The fact 

that she is originally from Bangladesh could, arguably, be one of the reasons 

why she paid more attention to certain aspects of the Games in comparison to 

other participants. By interrogating ideals that are intrinsic to the Olympic 

Games’ legacy and values, Hannah draws attention to countries that perhaps 
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do not have the same economic or social capacity to train their athletes. In 

other words, she problematises the idea of parity when it comes to the 

performances of countries and the gold medal tally in a way that reveals a 

critical understanding of the world and of how globalised mega-events, like 

the Olympics, operate at an international level. However, as a young British 

citizen, living in London, with a Bangladeshi cultural heritage, Hannah utilises 

both “our country” and “Newham” as expressions to evoke her identity as 

both British and a London/Newham citizen. 

From parts of Hannah’s discourse it is possible to note that she is engaged with 

the social and economic differences that permeate the city of London, and 

supports the idea of Newham being chosen for the Games as opposed to other 

boroughs of London due to the economic and social circumstances. Although 

the use of words like “our country” and “us” (Newham) are used 

interchangeably to ascertain national and local identity, it is the local in this 

case that appears to be of greatest significance in Hannah’s discourse. Three 

different aspects inherent to identity performances are identified in this 

statement, supporting the view of youth performances as multiple in their 

forms (Lister et al., 2003) and relevant for understanding the local as a site of 

multiple disputes with the global city (Cohen and Ainley, 2000). The first 

performance relates to nation, the second to the city of London, and the third 

to the borough Newham. Within these three spaces of belonging the borough 

of Newham stands out as “home”. As per Hannah’s statement, it is not just the 

nation, but the sense of community felt in her borough during the Games that 
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meant a great deal to her, which shows the extent to which her experiences 

and memories add significantly to the complex mosaic of different public 

spheres (Keane, 1995). 

 

Depictions of national, local, and transnational identity emerge as fluid and 

overlapping in some participants’ recollections and imaginaries (Keane, 1995; 

Bauman, 2013). Yet, the dichotomy between national and local is often 

negotiated, attending to the importance given to the lived experiences and 

social circumstances of each participant. In the case of Hannah, it becomes 

evident that the local context of Newham is more significant when compared 

to the national contexts of the UK or Bangladesh. Such a sense of belonging is 

arguably driven – at least in part – by the Olympic legacy and the city planning 

for the 2012 Games. As mentioned before, the bid for the London 2012 Games 

involved, amongst other things, a plan to regenerate the city with a focus on 

the borough of Newham, where the Olympic Park was located (Imrie and 

Raco, 2009). Hence, for some of the young residents in these boroughs, like 

Hannah, local identity was more accentuated during this period due to the 

impact of the Olympic Games on their lives. On the other hand, place identity 

is also bound up with aspects related to local community rather than the 

population of the country. In the case of Hannah, it appears that local and 

community identity in connection to Newham was already a driving force of 

pride before the Games. She begins her narrative by describing her nationality 
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as Bangladeshi but ends up focusing on her “home”, which she attributes to 

the borough of Newham.  

 

Displays of national identity and citizenship, on the other hand, are also 

elevated throughout the participants’ discursive recollections of the Olympic 

Games. Although these are, by and large, drawn from their mediated 

memories, which are explored in more detail in Chapter 6, there are cases 

where participants’ expressions of national identity stood out overtly in 

connection with their first-hand recollections. One of the elements identified 

in the data is the simultaneous and interchangeable use of the word British 

and/or English as part of their identification with the nation. Similarly, 

drawings of the Union Jack and England’s national flag, along with the use of 

words like “British GB team” in the mind maps are examples of how, for some 

young respondents, senses of national identity and citizenship shifted 

between these two representations. 
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Figure 12 - The flag of England with Olympic torch and rings (Stephanie, London 
9th October 2014) 
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Figure 13 – The flag of England in the middle of China and the USA flags (John, 
London 9th October 2014) 
 

      
Figure 14 - Union Jack Flag, Coming Together! (Mark, London 22nd January, 2014)!

 

Figure 15 - The UK through magnifying glasses (Mark, London 22nd January, 2014) 
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The above drawings embody powerful and symbolic representations of 

national belonging. As part of people’s cultural identity, flags are viewed as 

important expressions of diverse symbolic and political connotations as well 

as emotional power (Eriksen and Jenkins, 2007, p. 1). Furthermore, scholars 

have argued that little attention has been paid to the political and emotional 

elements displayed in flags in the field of nationalism research (Eriksen and 

Jenkins, 2007, p. 2), which opens up an opportunity to further explore the 

meanings attached to participants’ national identity. In the case of the Union 

Jack and English flags, despite having different meanings, these often co-exist 

due to their historical context. With their respective distinctiveness and 

historical values, the two flags also denote distinctive ideas of national 

belonging from the participants’ viewpoints. While the UK flag represents a 

union of different nations, the flag of England, on the other hand, has long 

been associated with nationalistic interpretations. Various scholars claim that 

sometimes, and particularly in sporting events, this can be a sign of a new 

localism. King (2006), for example, explains how until 1990 England fans 

preferred to use the Union Jack flag in football competitions, with their clubs’ 

names printed on it, but then replaced it with the St. George’s Cross.  

 

Historically, flags have always been associated with nationalist symbolism, 

particularly in the context of sports and competitions (Tomlinson, 1996; King, 

2006; Marivoet, 2006). In the UK, although the English flag (known as the St. 

George’s Cross) was originally associated with demonstrations of nationalism, 
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the Crusades, and the Church of England by denoting an idea of ‘Englishness’, 

this idea has changed and it is now the Union Jack that has over the years been 

more closely connected with racism and xenophobic messages, such as those 

of the British National Party (Hussein and Bagguley, 2005; Richardson, 2008; 

Gilroy, 2013). I am not suggesting that this might be the case with the 

participants’ drawings, yet it is worth highlighting the different expressions of 

and associations with national pride when using either the St George’s Cross 

or the Union Jack, especially against the backdrop of an event in which the 

English team presented itself as Team GB. 

 

What is remarkable in the analysis is the reference to a country, England, as 

opposed to the United Kingdom, or vice versa, and the complexity involved 

in trying to disentangle the concepts of patriotism, or rather, national identity, 

when contemplating these drawings. The fact remains that, unlike in Brazil, as 

I will discuss in Chapter 6, these flags have played a key role in portraying 

ideals and narratives around pride and national identity in a nation that has 

historically been represented in different ways in sporting events. Instead of 

representing the separate nations of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 

Ireland, Team GB competed in the Olympic Games as a unified whole, a 

decision made on the basis of a complex, yet new idea of being British, or 

Britishness in contemporary times. In this regard, the use of the Team GB 

acronym has, arguably, resulted in anxieties and controversies surrounding 

representation of the UK in the Olympic Games. Such concerns are driven by 
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the historical fact that the nations of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland have always been represented as separate countries during 

football and other sporting competitions (Ewen, 2012). Both Stephanie and 

John’s drawings (Figures 40 and 41) show the English flag, albeit positioned 

differently, which has implications for the semiotic analysis. The two 

participants are from the same school (School F – see Appendix 7), which is a 

secondary and sixth form school with Academy status, located in the 

Northwest of London. In Stephanie’s drawing, the flag of England appears 

along with two other Olympic icons – the torch and the Olympic rings – 

anchored with the following text: 

 

The Olympics represented Britain and I feel made people feel proud to 

be and be from here (Stephanie, London 9th October 2014). 

 

From a semiotic perspective, the flag should not be analysed separately from 

the rest of the other elements in the drawing. As an icon, it represents exactly 

what it is: the flag of England. However, the difference lies at the indexical and 

symbolic connotation levels of this image (see Chapter 3, Fig 10). Given the 

context and the anchored text, the flag of England is an index of the country 

that is part of the Olympic Games, whereas symbolically it implies a strong 

sense of national identity linked to the idea of flags representing countries and 

nations. The indexical analysis of this same image points to another important 

aspect. Whereas the flag is an icon of the flag of England, the text written by 
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the participant refers to Britain rather than England. This paradox appears in 

other drawings and texts, which suggests that participants might not 

necessarily be thinking profoundly about the differences between the UK or 

English flags when they wish to express their national identity.  

 

On the other hand, the second drawing, from John, sets out a clear distinction 

between England and two other nations competing at the London Olympics: 

China and the USA. Once again, the icon (flag) is analysed by taking into 

consideration its position, which is between the other two flags, and the other 

elements in the drawing. Overall, the drawing symbolises the victory of the 

English team over these two powerful competitors at the Olympics. The 

medal, on the top, with number one written on it, is an index of victory or gold 

medal achievement.  

 

By comparison, Figure 42 from Mark displays the Union Jack Flag with four 

people holding hands next to it and the anchored text: “coming together”. If 

analysed separately, from a semiotic approach each of these icons denote 

different things. However, together they indicate an imaginary and 

sociological view of a united nation, including a sense of membership (Wills, 

1959; Anderson, 2004). The text could also arguably be seen as linked to the 

messages disseminated by the Olympic Industry, namely “coming together” to 

promote the Games and thus implying the idea of nations coming together 

under the banner of one sporting event. The general tone of this drawing 
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suggests that the idea of being part of such a spectacular event is a significant 

opportunity for the UK and its citizens. Accordingly, the drawing also exudes 

a message of pride and patriotism in relation to the Games. 

 

Similarly, Figure 15 from Mark shows a drawing of the United Kingdom in the 

context of the entire globe, displayed alongside unidentifiable flags from other 

countries, but with a magnifying glass aimed at the UK map. The UK was 

indeed at the centre of global attention in 2012 for hosting the Olympic Games. 

Some participants even referred to it as an imagined national community 

connected to patriotic or national sentiments in light of the Games. Mario, who 

is also from school F, describes how and why he felt very proud about the fact 

that the Games were taking place in Great Britain after such a long time. 

According to him, “it was a showcase for what Britain is all about”, which 

insinuates a strong attachment to the nation.  

 

Yet not all performances of national identity are fixated on the view of being 

English or British. As a multicultural society, the UK, and in particular 

London, is formed out of a plethora of ethnicities and nationalities. The 

framework used in this study aims to embrace inclusivity and enable different 

voices and enactments of identity to surface. The following two examples are 

from the mind map exercises undertaken with students in school D. As stated 

in the description of the school (see Appendix 7), it serves the local community 

in the Docklands area of London, which is mainly of Bangladeshi origin. Thus, 
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these two discursive performances recount national identities beyond the 

context of the UK and London. 

 
Figure 16 - Mind map (Abir, London 29th April 2015) 

 
Figure 17 – Mind map (Haresh, London 29th April 2015) 
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Both Abir and Haresh are British citizens but with Bangladeshi origins. In their 

mind maps they opted to use more words instead of drawings to express their 

remembrances of the Games. The list of words brings up different topics that 

demonstrate feelings of belonging both within the UK and Bangladesh. In 

Abir’s mind map, multiple references are made to remembrances linked to 

Team GB such as “Great Britain football team”; “Jessica Ennis”; “Nicola 

Adams won boxing gold”. Nevertheless, what stands out is the declaration 

that Bangladesh was represented in the London Olympics.  

 

In a similar vein, as part of his recollections, Haresh mentions many British 

athletes, like “Jessica Ennis”, “Mo Farah” and “Murray”. Similar to Abir, the 

idea of Bangladesh being represented in the Games is emphasised as almost 

an unprecedented fact, which denotes a strong sense of pride and national 

identity attachment to Bangladesh despite Haresh now being British and 

living in the UK.  

 

Nonetheless, sports aside, these drawings are viewed as significant symbolic 

representations of participants’ identification with countries. Additionally, as 

noted in the case of Abir and Haresh, they may depict multiple identifications 

with more than one nation, which substantiates the role of transnational 

memory as part of one’s reconfiguration of identity and belonging (Dahlgren, 

2013; De Cesari and Rigney, 2014). 
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The drawings also prompted the need to investigate the discourse and 

meaning behind ideals of nationalism or patriotic empathy, particularly in 

sporting events. Yet, the recognition and remembrance process associated 

with these images could also be symbolically related to their repetitive 

dissemination in the media. I will focus more on this topic in the next section. 

 

As pointed out by Meusburger (2011), images are sometimes used as a method 

of propaganda. Although knowledge and remembering are different concepts, 

they are intrinsically related to and in interaction with each other, especially 

in the context of Olympic symbols and their meanings. There are many 

examples throughout the history of the Olympic Games when a particular 

image of a gesture or action defined the entire Games (e.g., the 1968 Games in 

Mexico and the Black Power salute from the Afro-American athletes as a way 

of protesting against racism, and the Nazi salute in the 1936 Berlin Games). To 

understand the role of the media in my participants’ recollections and 

imaginaries, I will draw on the work of scholars such as Meusburger, but not 

exclusively, in the chapter to come, in order to relate the participants’ accounts 

and discursive memories with the media content circulating at that time (see 

Chapter 6). 

 

5.2 CONCLUDING REMARKS 

This chapter highlights, in a critical and new fashion, important insights that 

are intrinsic to young people’s enactments of identity and citizenship, by 
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leaving aside the media aspect of such performances. Through the 

investigation of the memories of my sample of participants from the city of 

London with regards to the 2012 Olympic Games, a new epistemological 

approach to youth citizenship is disclosed and elevated. The discursive space 

fostered with the Jovencivic framework brings forth a multiplicity of youth 

voices focused on participation, belonging and engagement with societal 

aspects. The chapter endeavoured to answer the research questions initially 

posed in this study regarding the role of the Games in conceptions of youth 

citizenship and how the participants’ past experiences shaped their views and 

multiple senses of belonging. As a result, it explored the role of memory in the 

participants’ rhetorics and performances of national, local and transnational 

identity. By remembering the Olympic Games, participants unveiled different 

perspectives and senses of belonging connected to the multicultural and 

diverse context of London. Such interpretations, including the multiple senses 

of belonging, do not only concern the event of the Olympic Games but equally 

represent other forms of citizenship and engagement with society. For 

example, by recalling the Olympic Games, some participants were taken back 

to local or even familial circumstances at that time. Others felt prompted to 

talk about what was happening in the world, their neighbourhood, or the 

nation when looking back at that period. Most important are the different 

expressions of national, local and transnational identity, given that some 

participants are British citizens but with other nationalities or ethnic 

backgrounds. I found the negotiation between the local and the national 
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performances to be complex yet critical for understanding how these young 

citizens positioned themselves in relation to different topics, such as their 

identification with particular flags over others, or the idea of supporting some 

athletes instead of others. Hence, the excavation of individual and collective 

memories enables these rich narratives to develop and participants to find 

their voice through an innovative new framework.  

 

The media offer an important element to make sense of how the memories and 

imaginaries of young people are constructed and performed. Their role will be 

more thoroughly dealt with in the next Chapter (6), where I explore the 

relationship between the media analysis conducted for this thesis and 

participants’ narratives in relation to the London 2012 Games. 
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CHAPTER 6. (RE)MEDIATED MEMORIES OF THE 

LONDON 2012 OLYMPICS  
 

In Chapter 4, I offered a detailed account and analysis of a small sample of 

media from the two locations where this study took place. The purpose of such 

an examination was to understand the extent to which the media may have 

played a role in the participants’ discourses, particularly around their 

memories and imaginaries of the Games.  

 

I now bring into the discussion some of these findings, specifically in the 

context of the London 2012 Games. For ease of reading and structuring, I first 

explore the relationship between the media and memory based on the themes 

teased out in the first part of Chapter 4. More precisely, I draw upon the 

following points previously identified in the case of the UK media analysis: 1. 

the opening and closing ceremonies; 2. the performance of British and other 

internationally acclaimed athletes; 3. The gold medals tally; 4. expectations of 

the Olympic Games; and 5. changes in the city/gentrification. I then move on 

to discuss the significance of my participants’ mediated memories and 

imaginaries in terms of how these might contribute to their identity 

performances and citizenship values as part of the Jovencivic framework. 
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1.! The opening and closing ceremonies 

Echoing the UK newspapers’ front pages, the participants recurrently 

described the opening and closing ceremonies of the London 2012 Olympic 

Games as their most memorable moments of the Games. This does not come 

as a surprise given that this type of spectacle is a central part of the Olympics 

ritual and is known for attracting a great deal of media coverage due to its rich 

cultural components (Gold and Revill, 2011).  

 

In respect of the mediated memories of the Olympics ceremonies, two 

modalities were identified within the participants’ narratives. The first 

attended to notions of time and space, underpinned by the same 

remembrances. In other words, the mediated recollections of the Games 

prompted the participants to further identify and discuss what they were 

doing and what was happening around them or in the world when the official 

ceremonies were being broadcasted. This modality supports Dayan and Katz’s 

(1992, p. 212) view that media events, like the Olympics, impose a sense of 

familialism and create the opportunity for viewers to associate the Games with 

where they were and what they were doing. In addition, it prompted them to 

talk about other aspects of society, fostering critical thinking in relation to the 

places, relationships, identities and performances involved in that specific 

period. For Paula, one of the participants residing in South West London, this 

was exactly the case. Her most immediate recollections of the Games made her 



!

!

!

&',!

reminisce about the opening ceremony which was, in her own words, a “big 

deal” for herself and her family: 

 

Yeah, I mean, so for me the opening ceremony was quite a big deal for 

us. Like I remember all of our family got together, well some of our 

family got together and we all watched it together with my nan. We 

watched it on her TV, at her house and then we all drove into London 

afterwards, and we all got pictures on (like) I think it was London Bridge 

coz it had the Olympic rings hanging from (like) the London Bridge I 

think it was. But I don’t know why it was just (like) quite a big thing 

because it was the first Olympics that any of my family had seen, so (like) 

for us it was quite a big deal. And the opening ceremony had (like), so 

much hype about it and everyone was just really excited for it (Paula, 23rd 

July 2016). 

 

In a similar vein, another participant, Hannah, below, also mentioned the 

opening and closing ceremonies as her most memorable moments of the 

Games by connecting them to her memories of family time together: 

 

I think what I found most memorable about the 2012 Olympic Games 

was the opening and closing ceremonies. I remember watching them 

with all of my family in the living room, and it was extremely exciting 

for everyone. My favourite part (as with all Olympic Games) was when 
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the team from each country takes part in the ceremony, wearing their 

traditional clothing/specially made outfits and bearing their country’s 

flag (Hannah, London 26th July 2016). 

 

A young undergraduate medical student, Hannah is originally from 

Bangladesh, but has British citizenship. Whilst recalling the event she is taken 

back to the opening and closing ceremonies, a moment of the Olympic Games 

that is recurrently mentioned by participants as part of their memories, albeit 

for different reasons. In her case, however, the focus is on the particular 

moment that she recalls a family reunion, in the living room. Rather than 

talking about a specific country, she draws attention to an individual 

remembrance embedded in a social context, which has been conceptualised as 

‘a common frame of understanding’ (Pfister, 2011, p. 413). In this case, the 

frame is ascribed to a family setting and a sense of shared feeling of excitement 

while watching the Games. Additionally, she describes the countries parading 

their traditional clothing and bearing the respective flags as her favourite part 

of the opening ceremony. This young girl’s recollections suggest that her 

memory is drawn from more familial and local cadres (Halbwachs, 1992). In 

fact, sport events, like the Olympics are known for attending to various aspects 

of globalisation. The opening and closing ceremonies, which display the flags 

and costumes of different countries, are examples of the extent to which this 

globalised phenomenon relates to the local level and impacts upon the self-

identity of individuals (Tomlinson and Young, 1996, p. 589).  
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The second modality of the mediated memories is considered by attending to 

the perspective of participants’ media consumption, more precisely connected 

to the media analysis previously conducted (see Chapter 4). A substantial 

amount of data emerging from the mind maps and the interviews relates to 

the icons, symbols, athletes, and celebrities, including acts and performances 

that were part of the media spectacle of the Olympics’ opening and closing 

ceremonies. To a large extent, such memories are significant because they 

allowed young people to reflect on their feelings and sense of attachment to 

national identity.  

 

The excerpt below from Sylvie resonates well with this idea. Not only does she 

talk about the opening ceremony as her most memorable moment but she also 

expands on the importance of the tribute to the NHS and children’s literature 

by giving the example of JK Rowling, which she understands as part of a 

patriotic show staged by the host country: 

 

R48 - In your questionnaire you talk about the opening ceremony as one 

of the key memories of London Olympic Games. Why is that?  

S - Well, I just remember the performances. I particularly remember the 

beds, children in bed, lying about and I remember it was dedicated to the 

NHS. Because they merged it with all the children’s books that were 

British.  

R - Why do you think they did that?  

!
48 R stands for Researcher and S for Sylvie, the participant in this case. 
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S - Because it represented Britain. It was something they were proud of, 

so…  

R - They? Do you feel they were really trying to represent the whole 

country there as well?  

S - Yes, it was quite patriotic.  

R - So do you think that is positive or negative, being patriotic?  

S - Positive, as long as it’s not influencing other people in a negative way. 

So, it’s not offending anyone. 

 

Despite her apparent pride and excitement regarding the opening ceremony 

and its celebration of the NHS and JK Rowling, what is interesting about 

Sylvie’s discourse is the use of word “they” when referring to Britain, which 

is understood as a way of distancing herself from what she describes as a 

positive patriotic feeling. Sylvie lives in East London but in the course of our 

interview I found out that she was born in Hong Kong. In fact, as a means of 

comparison with the 2012 Olympics in London, she reminisces about the time 

when she was living in Hong Kong and the 2008 Olympic Games took place 

in Beijing, describing that she felt more part of the Games in Hong Kong than 

in London. 

 

Another important aspect in the above passage is the idea of being patriotic, 

which Sylvie perceives as a positive thing as long as it does not influence 

people in a negative way. The participant demonstrates a sound 

understanding of patriotism while also drawing attention to the dangers of 

this concept when used negatively or offensively.  
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There are multiple patriotic elements identified in the analysis of the 

newspapers. The opening and closing ceremonies are viewed as displaying 

the best of a nation that is symbolically and explicitly embedded in the 

spectacle of the Games. The elements used in the London opening and closing 

ceremonies are similarly perceived as expressions of the nation itself. Thus, it 

is not surprising that many of the images remembered by the London 

participants were partly enmeshed with mediated memories of the opening 

and closing spectacles. Headlines such as “Night of Wonder” or “Golden 

Wonder” as a reference to the Isles of Wonder conceived by Danny Boyle, 

brought various references to British icons, such as Harry Potter’s Lord 

Voldemort, the Union Jack Flag, James Bond, Beckham and Mr. Bean, the torch 

relay, or the Queen. A similar type of rhetoric was identified in the 

participants’ mediated memories, as we can see from the examples below:  
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Figure 18 - Sir Tim Berners Lee, the Queen, and James Bond (Peter, London 23rd 
October 2014)!

 

Figure 19 - James Bond and the Queen (Catherine, London 23rd October 2014)!

 

Figure 20 - Voldemort, Spice Girls, NHS and Industrial Revolution (James, London 
23rd October 2014) 
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Figure 21 - Mr Bean playing the piano (John, London 9th October 2014)!

Although the above drawings are from participants from the same school, 

(school F, located in the North West of London - see Appendix 7) for more 

information), they offer diverse icons and symbols associated with the 

Olympic ceremonies. In Figure 18, from Peter, four icons stand out from the 

mind map: the Olympic rings, the torch, a computer mentioning Sir Tim 

Berners-Lee as the inventor of the world-wide web, and the Queen’s crown, 

alluding to the Queen’s and James Bond’s famous scene in the opening 

ceremony. On their own, each one of these icons is associated with a sense of 

British national and cultural identity. Yet, in this context, they also relate to the 

London 2012 opening ceremony and a specific mediated memory from Peter. 
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The following drawing, Figure 19 from Catherine, draws attention to the signs 

related to British culture that were used in the opening ceremony, for example, 

the torch, and again a reference to the Queen’s stunt with James Bond. In figure 

20, James recalls both ceremonies with the cars of the Spice Girls, Lord 

Voldemort, the NHS and Industrial Revolution. The final drawing, Figure 21, 

from John, depicts Mr Bean on the piano as a way of replicating his memories, 

which included actor Rowan Atkinson’s appearance at the opening ceremony.  

 

All these expressions are viewed as resonating, by and large, with the 

participants’ media consumption. In particular, they echo the content of some 

headlines on the UK newspapers’ front pages at the time of the event. For 

example, the Union Jack Flag was emblazoned across the front page of the Sun, 

on 27 July 2012, with the following headline: “Bond, Becks, Beatles, the Baked 

Bean…Brilliant”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



!

!

!

&(*!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 22 – Front Page of the Sun, 27 July 2012 

 

 

Such mediated recollections were also a good opportunity to explore as well 

as deconstruct conceived homogenising views on what is considered British, 

and to further interrogate whether all participants identified themselves with 

the signs and the cultural spectacles delivered by the host country. 

Accordingly, some respondents drew on their recollections to compare the 

ceremonies with those of other countries, while others discussed the cultural 

aspects of the spectacle itself, with regards to how much of it represented 

British culture.  

 

Anna brought up a couple of important points which, to a large extent, 

touched upon the topic of diversity within British culture:  
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What about someone watching from outside this country? That’s the 

thing, it was nice but there was a lot of things that if you were not British 

you would not understand, and also, I don’t think they highlighted the 

best of Britain. Like, I feel that there was a lot more they could have done 

… Such as… I can’t remember ... Like there is loads of other artists they 

could have used, and it is true that people who aren’t British might have 

seen differently. It was very tailored to British people and I get they 

wanted to highlight Britain and the good things about Britain but you 

could have been excluding quite a large number of people, you know. 

Because I think looking at the Olympic ceremonies from other countries 

they are more inclusive but I guess Britain doesn’t have a very much 

identifiable culture, so yeah (Anna, London 15th July 2016). 

 

Despite being broadcasted internationally, in Hannah’s view, the Olympics 

ceremonies were targeted towards the British population. For her, the 

innuendos pervading the spectacle of the Games are difficult to follow unless 

one understands the culture where it is being hosted. As is the case with most 

host cities, the Olympic Games ceremonies are used to display national 

narratives (Traganou, 2010). The lexicon used in the analysed newspapers’ 

front pages offers a similar narrative. For example, on 27 July 2012 the 

Guardian’s front page registered the following lexicon regarding the opening 

ceremony of the Games: 

“Time to find out who we are…” 
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“At stake will be ... what our species is capable of at its best… at 

stake is […] people of Britain” 

“Olympics will offer the answers to questions that have nagged at 

us since …” 

“What exactly is our place in the world?” 

“How do we compare to other countries and to the country we 

used to be?” 

“The question on whether Britain can actually pull this off” 

“A familiar narrative is already in place” 

“The Britain of the Daily Mail and Crap Towns” 

 

The above excerpts from selected newspaper front pages denote a nationalist 

tone commonly used in public events and festivals like the Olympic Games; 

yet, in this case they relate to the United Kingdom (Baker, 2015). The choice of 

words such as “we” and “our” are examples of an apparently shared identity 

and imagined community (Anderson, 2004). Although the Games are claimed 

as a symbolic medium for the dissemination of nationalist discourses, not all 

citizens relate to the same sense of community or belonging. In fact, identity is 

viewed as multidimensional. In this case, different interpretations are ascribed 

to the idea of being British. Anna refers to this point by stating that Britain 

does not have a culture that many people can identify with and contests the 

fact that some of the elements deployed in the Olympic ceremonies may have, 

in her opinion, excluded some people and other forms of British culture and 

identity. In other words, the multicultural nature of the UK, along with the 
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articulation of its past history, presents itself as a challenge when trying to 

compress the ‘experiences and lives of millions of people, over generations, 

into a story that emphasises certain characteristics and values’ (Bhabha, 1990, 

cited in Baker, 2015, p. 410). The result is, according to some critics, the 

marginalisation or silencing of certain aspects and groups when ‘considering 

the London 2012 opening ceremony’s attempt to narrate a multicultural, 

multivocal nation (ibid., p. 412). 

 

Anna raises an important point in connection with cultural identity, an area 

that has played a central role in major political contestation in the UK. A 

number of questions remain. To what extent could the opening and closing 

ceremonies of the Olympic Games be used to elevate multi-layered and 

bottom-up approaches to culture in order to better connect its citizens with the 

nation and other cultural aspects? What was missing in terms of the 

democratic values in the narratives of British history? And, more importantly, 

to what extent can nationalist discourses, such as the one deployed on the 

Guardian’s front page to describe the event, accommodate inclusivity?  

 

Having discussed the role of the mediated opening and closing ceremonies of 

the Olympic Games across the participants’ discursive memories, I now move 

on to point 2 of the media analysis, which focuses on the performance of 

British and other internationally acclaimed athletes. 
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2.! The performance of British and other internationally acclaimed athletes 

Scholarship on nationalism and sports ties into the vast body of research 

focused on the influence of the media on public perceptions of athletes and 

fanhood. According to King (2006), the sociological relationship between 

sports and the nation constitutes an important ‘interaction ritual out of which 

imagined national communities arise’ (King, 2006, p. 251). In a similar vein, 

the findings discussed in this section suggest that the media representations 

of particular athletes during the Olympic Games have – to a large extent – 

permeated the participants’ memories and their sense of imagined 

community. In addition, they open a possibility to discuss diverse views and 

understandings of national and transnational identity. Given that most 

participants in this study did not have a chance to go to the stadium to watch 

the Games, part of their recollections and perceptions of Olympic athletes are 

mediated.  

 

The media analysis of the two UK newspapers’ front pages (see Chapter 4) 

underpins some of these mediated memories by linking the participants’ 

discourses to what was circulating in the national press at the time of the 

Games. As pointed out in Chapter 4, British athletes are the main focus of the 

newspapers’ analysis, followed by other mediatised international athletes. 

Further attention was given to the performances of internationally renowned 

athletes, such as American swimmer Michael Phelps and Jamaican sprinter 

Usain Bolt and these were equally expressed in the participants’ mediated 
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memories. Below are some examples of the drawings and writings from 

participants expressing the production of recollections regarding athletes.   

 

  
Figure 23 - Mind map (John, London 29th April 2015) 

!

 
Figure 24 – Mind map (Kasim, London 29th April 2015) 
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Indeed, references to athletes comprise an important part of participants’ 

recollections, followed by the opening and closing ceremonies, and the 

Olympic symbols. The two mind maps above are from John and Qasim from 

school D, a boys’ comprehensive school located in the borough of Stepney 

Green with a large number of Bangladeshi students. The boys make various 

references to national and international athletes such as Mark Hunter, Tom 

Daley, Jessica Ennis and Andrew Murray, as well as Michael Phelps, Mo 

Farah, and Usain Bolt. The majority of the names in the mind maps also made 

the headlines of the national newspapers. When asked whether they recalled 

some of these athletes because they were British, Steve, a participant from the 

same school, said that they recalled them because they made the headlines: 

 

Because they were beautiful (laughs)… They are iconic and they made 

the headlines. Everyone remembers the headlines (Steve, London 20th 

April 2015). 

 

This type of conjecture demonstrates an implicit awareness of the role of the 

media in relation to memories of certain media events. In a similar vein, Sylvie, 

a participant from a different context, makes the following remark about the 

media when asked to talk about the athletes that she remembers from the 

Games: 
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S - I follow quite a few track and field athletes. But it, I mean, before that 

I’d never heard of Tom Daly, so I actually used to sit and watch him have 

(like) to watch the diving events quite a lot and the gymnastics. So, that 

I sort of got into, because everyone was talking about them, especially 

because they were British.  

R- Who’s everyone?  

S - Like social media, newspapers. Because the gymnastics teams are 

quite big, quite good, from Britain and also the diving, there’s Tom Daly. 

So, I thought I’d check it out (Sylvie, London, 27th July 2016) 

 

Like Steve, Sylvie is conscious of the fact that most of the names of 

athletes that come up in her mind, or that she followed during the 

Games, were mediated and therefore caught her attention. She then 

expands on her memories to talk about an important topic also related to 

athletes – doping cases – based on what she heard or saw on the news: 

 

R49- You mentioned doping cases. What is your opinion about the politics 

around that?  

 S - I feel like, well, from what I’ve heard, in the past apparently they 

haven’t been as strict as they are now.  

!
49 R – stands for researcher. 
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R - You mean, like, the 2012 Olympic Games were not so strict as now?  

S - Yeah because from what I’ve heard from the recent doping cases…. 

Because in the past I’d only heard about a few and I didn’t really follow 

it that much. But this year because Russia has had such a big problem 

with doping and most of the athletes haven’t been able to compete, 

especially in the Paralympics; I think the whole team has been banned. 

But in the past, I’d heard about doping, but I can’t remember there being 

such a big drastic measure, like now.  

R - Do you think it’s because you are more grown up, because you were 

quite young when you last heard these things? 

S - Yeah. I mean I read the news more, definitely, so… (laughs). Maybe 

it’s because of that (Sylvie, London, 27th July 2016). 

 

Although the topic of doping is connected with the performance and image of 

Olympic athletes, what is significant in Sylvie’s recollections is her interest in 

this matter now compared to when she was younger. She acknowledges that 

topics like this perhaps escaped her attention when she was younger because 

she was not interested and did not read the news. In fact, this theme is 

mentioned on one of the UK’s front newspapers. On 31 July 2012 the Guardian 

draws attention to a doping scandal, with the headline “China’s record win in 

pool ‘suspicious’ says top coach”, implying that Chinese swimmer Ye 

Shiwen’s gold medal was “unbelievable” and “disturbing” (see Appendix 6). 

From a media analysis perspective, the framing of this story does not bring up 
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any antagonistic voices. In other words, the news piece did not allow the 

athlete’s or her coach’s views to be heard.  

 

Despite the attention given by the national press to Team GB athletes, it is 

international athletes such as Mo Farah, Michael Phelps and Usain Bolt, for 

instance, that appear recurrently in the participants’ mediated memories. Part 

of these depictions are a result of either existing fanhood and sport interest or 

the media’s impact on participants’ memories. The various portrayals and 

mediatisation of Olympic athletes as well as their increasing global circulation 

are, on the one hand, one of the arguments underpinning such discursive 

memories, regardless of participants’ interest in sports. Take for example Mo 

Farah’s and Usain Bolt’s respective world-famous poses, the “Mobot” and the 

“To di world – lightning Bolt”. These iconic “poses” became a trademark for 

these athletes due to the repetitive dissemination in the media. In this case, the 

media analysis of the two newspapers’ front pages makes references to these 

two athletes and their respective poses more than once. The Guardian, at one 

point, uses the wordplay “MOMENTUS” to describe a moment between Mo 

Farah and Usain Bolt on the podium doing each other’s pose 
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Figure 25 - Guardian Front Page, 12 August 2012 
                            

   
Figure 26 - Mo Farah and Usain Bolt (George, London 29th April 2014) 
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Figure 27 - Usain Bolt 100 m (Steve, London 29th April 2014)!

 

 
Figure 28 - Mo Farah, Usain Bolt, and Oscar Pistorius (Joshua, London 9th October 
2014) 

 

The above drawings embody mediated memories in relation to these iconic 

athletes. In Figure 26, George drew both Mo Farah and Usain Bolt in the same 

frame doing their poses, with three different flags on the top: the Union Jack, 

the English flag, and a flag in the middle which is not possible to identify. 
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Underneath both athletes there is the pound currency symbol, denoting the 

United Kingdom. Steve, who is also from the same school as George, drew 

only Usain Bolt on his own but with a reference to the 100 meters indicating 

the gold medal won by Bolt at the 2012 Games (Figure 27).  

 

Joshua, a participant from a different school (school F) in the North West of 

London, drew Oscar Pistorius, in addition to mentioning Mo Farah and Usain 

Bolt (Figure 28). Oscar Pistorius was indeed the first amputee runner in the 

2012 Olympic Games. Although he may be known for this fact, he was also 

later involved in a scandal where he was found guilty of murdering his 

girlfriend, Reeva Steenkamp. As Serena says, she knew him [Oscar Pistorius] 

already due to the scandal and it was only after that she realised he was part 

of the Paralympics: 

 

I knew him after the scandal and then realised he was part of the 

Paralympics (Serena, London 27th July, 2016). 

 

Equally, when prompted to talk about their memories of the Paralympics, 

other participants discuss Oscar Pistorius not just with regards to his 

performance in the 2012 Games but for the same reason as pointed out by 

Serena: 

R - What about the Paralympics, do you remember any famous athletes?  

P - Oscar Pistorius.  

R - Why?  
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P – Yeah, I remember him. Wasn’t he the first guy to run in the normal 

competition?  

P - Yeah (collective)  

P - Oh, I know him for what he did to his girlfriend but before it he was 

always very famous before that. He was actual proper the hyped-up 

Paralympian.  

P - Yeah (collective)  

P- I think he was the only Paralympic known. 

 

This excerpt was taken from a focus group discussion about the Paralympics 

in a school environment (School D). Oscar Pistorius is remembered not only 

for his achievements in sports and as a Paralympian but also for what 

happened after the 2012 Olympic Games with the scandal involving the death 

of his girlfriend. This reveals, once again, the importance of the media in 

shaping participants’ impressions and memories of particular athletes as 

opposed to others, which on a larger scale could also have implications for 

other topics in society. 

 

Another element brought up by participants in association with athletes were 

their mediated memories of medal achievements and tally. The next point 

looks at this in more detail. 
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3.! The gold medal tally 

According to the media analysis conducted for this study, the medal tally was 

an important focus in the news during the period of the Games, with specific 

regards to the amount of gold medals won by Team GB. As stated previously, 

the medal tally plays a significant role in sport competitions, as it is associated 

with ideas of national pride and identity. The front pages of both the Guardian 

and the Sun focused on this specific element for the entire duration of the 

Games. By way of comparison, it is possible to identify multiple depictions of 

medals in the participants’ discourses. Such enactments do not necessarily 

relate to specific countries, given the difficulty of establishing a rigorous 

relationship between the medals and exact nations.  

   
Figure 29 - Gold, Silver and Bronze Medal (Joseph, London 9th October 2014) 
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Figure 30 - 1st place medal (Karen, London 9th October, 2014)!

 

     
Figure 31 - Gold medal (Peter, London 9th October, 2014)!
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Figure 32 - Medals and athletes (Susan, London 23rd October, 2014) 

!
The above mind maps originate from different contexts and contain medals 

with no specific correlation with the country or nation. Given the importance 

of medals and the medal table for the host country, there is little evidence that 

participants are vouching for Team GB in this context. On the contrary, the 

medal tally is brought up in relation to different athletes’ achievements and 

records, regardless of their nation. For example, while Serena recalls Mo Farah 

winning a gold medal by linking this memory to where she was and what she 

was doing at the time, Sarah describes the excitement she felt by watching 

another athlete winning. Kieran, on the other hand, explains that, for him, it is 

all about athletes and not nations. He gives the example of Usain Bolt:  

 

Most memorable thing … Mo Farah running and winning the gold 

medal. Yeah, definitely remember and remember it because I literally 
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was at home and basically my brother texted me saying that Mo Farah 

had won. I think the reason I remember is because there is a show called 

“A league of their own “which came on before the Olympics and they 

said that if Mo Farah wins, they wanted to do the MO Farah thing 

(gestures the symbol with hands). I wanted to see that if he won and 

when he won he did that, and oh my gosh I watched that and [it] kind of 

resembled that (Kieran, London 27th July, 2016) 

  

I felt tension of course because it is a competition and that sort of thing, 

so there was tension; you want to know who is going to win and that sort 

of thing but not proud (Sarah, London 3rd December 2015). 

 

All athletes are like from different countries. They come out like from one 

country and one from another. So, like, I support the athletes themselves, 

not the countries. Because Usain Bolt is Jamaican but like we still like 

support him (Kieran, London 27th July 2016) 

 

Apart from one participant, Kyle, who recalls the most important night for him 

– the Saturday when Great Britain won three medals – the majority of 

participants did not establish a direct link between the medals and their 

national identity: 
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Oh, the biggest one for me was on Saturday. The one of the Saturdays in 

the evening when Great Britain won three golds on the Olympic track. 

Mo Farah won a gold, and Greg Rutherford and Jessica Ennis still won 

gold medal in the space of like 15 to 20 minutes (Kyle, London 29th April, 

2015). 

Moreover, despite the multiple references to medals, there were not sufficient 

grounds to claim that the media played a role in participants’ memories in 

relation to national identity. The analysis of the front pages points to the 

importance of the medal table and Great Britain’s achievements of gold 

medals. However, while exploring the drawings and narratives of participants 

regarding this topic, it was not possible to conclude that such recollections 

were exclusively linked to Great Britain. Instead, the above excerpts and the 

data from participants reveal diversity and multi-layered enactments. Also, 

the examination of the selected front pages indicates a comparison between 

the 1908 and 2012 Games, which is another fact absent in participants’ rhetoric 

around the medals. It is therefore debatable whether, in this case, Team GB’s 

national success and good position on the medal table at competitions such as 

the Olympic Games provided an important impetus for reinforcing and 

fostering national cohesion and international prestige (Haut et al., 2016). The 

participants stress the importance of the medals in terms of their recollections 

of the Games. In fact, the participants’ make a plethora of references to medals 

but little is known about how these relate to their sense of national or 

transnational identity. On that basis, it is possible to claim that these medals 
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are somewhat connected to different expectations of the Olympic Games and 

the show itself. I explain this in more detail in the next point.  

 

4.! Expectations of the Olympic Games 

Although the aim of the empirical work in London was to explore and 

investigate young people’s memories of the 2012 Olympic Games, their 

recollections were, to a certain extent, a product of their mediated imaginaries 

and expectations of the event, which could be traced back to mediated and 

past experiences. Put simply, part of the discursive memories of participants 

were situated not just in relation to past experiences but also in terms of 

mediated present and future experiences (Keightley and Pickering, 2012). The 

expectations formed around the Olympic Games were equated to what may 

be understood as a legacy, which is linked to memory (Cashman, 1998; Erll 

and Rigney, 2009; Garde-Hansen, 2011; Kohen, 2017). 

 

One of the points raised by the front pages of the UK newspapers was a 

general “feel good” factor and the idea that Britons “backed the Games” (see 

Chapter 4). In addition to that, the motto of “inspire a generation” was 

frequently brought up on the front pages as one of the key promises and 

legacies  of the London 2012 Olympic Games. The national newspapers are 

perceived as playing an important role in this sense, by creating and 

promoting an “affect atmosphere” of national unity, which in these 

theorisations around Jovencivic is linked to cultural geographies in each 
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country. To that end, participants conveyed their feelings around the 

memories and expectations of the Games by offering different perspectives on 

how they felt about the whole atmosphere and the specific issues relevant to 

them: 

The atmosphere which Britain was part of when the Olympics had 

started made me feel quite involved in the Olympics, the constant 

attention to the Olympics made me realise what a big event this was 

(Serena, London 27th  July, 2016). 

 

Serena describes the constant attention given to the Olympics, presumably 

by the media, which in turn made her realise the importance of the Games 

and thus her involvement. She then talks about her expectations of the 

Olympics in terms of its impact on society: 

Yes, [it has made an impact]. I feel it has most definitely encouraged a lot 

of young individuals to get more active and more involved in any sports 

they may enjoy. It also brings a lot of the community together and there’s 

a sense of equality as Britain came together to support our country 

(Serena, London 27th July 2016). 

Although Serena’s discourse is partly based on her personal experiences – 

mediated or first-hand – the idea of an imagined community is brought up in 

how she perceived and imagined the impact of the Games. This is evidenced 

in her reference to how the community came together during the period of the 

Games, which shows as well how the rhetoric of the Games had an impact at 
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a local level . All these aspects were, arguably, mediated and thus brought to 

bear while she recalled the Olympic Games.  

 

Another important aspect of the expectations created around the Olympic 

Games is the view that space, place and belonging are critical to citizenship, 

which is an important area of this thesis. In line with the literature review, 

there is a paucity of research around the cultural productivity of youth 

(Buckingham and Jones, 2001), with particular regards to young people’s 

spatial experiences and how identity and belonging are continuously 

negotiated in everyday contexts (Butcher and Harris, 2010). Hence, the 

discursive recollections and imaginaries of participants vary according to their 

social and spatial contexts. While remembering the Games afforded them 

agency and a place in the world, imagination allowed the mediated experience 

to be synthesised into the present, or projected into the future (Keightley and 

Pickering, 2012, p. 64). In line with the motto “inspire a generation”, many 

participants drew on their memories to describe what they imagined or hoped 

specifically for them: 

I would get them [young people] more involved, giving them a taste of 

what the Olympics entail. Perhaps free tickets for good events! (Serena, 

London 27th July 2015). 

 

I’d have more set sports for young people. For example, under 17s 

football, where young people are playing against young people. I’d also 
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want young people to be part of creating the opening ceremony and 

designing the mascots (Paula, London 29th April, 2015). 

 

Both participants from the above excerpts are teenagers, aged 19, and in 

Higher Education. Although they are from London, none of them refer 

specifically to their local area or circumstances in terms of their expectations 

of the Games, but instead they give more general impressions of young 

people’s access to tickets and participation in the cultural elements of the 

Olympic Games. The idea of free or discounted tickets for young people is 

brought up many times as an important matter and a key expectation of the 

participants. One of the reasons as to why this is the case could be because the 

participants are aware of youth being the main target of the London 2012 

Olympic Games, although they do not elaborate any further on this issue. The 

same topic – about tickets – is mentioned on the front pages with reference to 

the controversy over empty seats that were allocated to accredited members 

of the London Organising Committee of the Olympic Games and IOC officials. 

However, given the focus on the younger population with the motto “inspire 

a generation”, for some participants, it appears that the Games failed to engage 

them all in an equal fashion. The following statement illustrates the extent to 

which space, place and belonging are interlinked with young people’s 

expectations and imaginaries of the Olympic Games: 

I feel that some young people in Newham were given more of an 

opportunity to be involved in the Games than others. I have friends who 
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were volunteers in the Olympic Games and were able to attend games 

and meet the athletes and celebrities. They also had a much more 

enjoyable experience than I did, as with G4S there were major issues in 

the way they organised security at the Games. My friends who were able 

to volunteer were given their opportunity via their sixth forms, whereas 

pupils from my sixth form were not and I feel this is quite unfair as the 

Olympic Games are such a memorable and momentous event. Everyone 

should be given the chance to be involved (Hannah, London 26th July 

2016) 

 

For this young person, the school or other spatial contexts are key to 

understanding the opportunities given to young people. The participants’ 

involvement in and engagement with the Games is an example of how space 

and local contexts were indeed significant. According to Hannah, this should 

not be the case, as she thinks that everyone should have been given the chance 

to be involved in the Games, one way or the other. However, as it is known, 

the legacy of the Games and its education plan Get Set was solely focused on 

sport participation, to be deployed in schools that intended to use the 

programme. It was not a compulsory programme and therefore it left plenty 

of children and young people out, thus missing out on opportunities for more 

young people to be involved.  
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Aside from more inclusive access to tickets and the opportunity to meet 

celebrities and athletes, the idea of engaging the youth in the Olympics’ 

cultural events – taking place across the whole city – was also mentioned, 

particularly for those who were not interested in sports, like Catherine: 

Perhaps I would organise more events for young people like me who are 

a bit indifferent when it comes to sports. For example, some cultural 

events related to it or free for all training sessions (Catherine, London 9th 

August, 2016) 

Overall, most of the youths’ expectations of the Games can be linked to the 

topic of tickets which in turn related to spaces and opportunities. For others, 

the sense of feeling proud and good about hosting the Games in London is 

debatable and depends on their circumstances or expectations. All these are, 

to a greater or lesser extent, topics that have circulated in the media at the time 

of the Games, at least on the front pages analysed for this study. Yet, it would 

be an overstatement to claim that participants’ views and discourses were 

simply a product of their memories. In fact, local and personal elements were 

equally pivotal in their expectations and imaginaries of the Games. As John 

implies, the Games were sort of an ephemeral event that happened and then 

were forgotten: 

Did it change the way Londoners were engaged with the society? No – 

because it happens everywhere. And then people forget. I believe there 

is a legacy but it doesn’t really relate to everyone. If there was someone 

inspired to become the best out of you from London then maybe, that 
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could be a legacy. But not everyone is fanatic about the Olympics (John, 

London 3rd December 2015). 

John was interviewed in a Youth Centre for young people with learning 

disabilities, located in Lambeth. It seems that for him the Games did not have 

much of an impact and that the concept of legacy did not feel equal for 

everyone. Perhaps, he felt that more could have been done in his area or with 

the youth centre he goes to. Similarly, Hannah reinforces the idea of space as 

important to the legacy of the Games. As a Newham resident, she describes 

what she saw as a result of the event in her neighbourhood: 

 

It is difficult to involve the whole population in the Games. […] One thing 

is that a lot of people had street parties, I think, or maybe I am mixing up 

with the Jubilee. I think the Newham library did a lot of things for young 

children, but for people in my age group they could have done more things 

because this is a great opportunity to get young people to think about being 

healthy, being sporty. Even after the Olympics when it was finished they 

could have given the chance to visit the stadium or visit the area or just be 

part of more that Olympic culture […] (Hannah, London 26th July 2016) 

 

She then continues by drawing on the idea of choosing Newham as one of the 

Olympic Boroughs: 
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I felt a sense of community, and how would you describe that? It was nice 

to have the Olympics in our country and Newham especially because it is 

such an underprivileged area [and it] was still chosen and they could have 

chosen somewhere else like Chelsea and more affluent areas, but they chose 

us. And I think the borough did a good job in providing for the Olympics 

and putting a name because I think, in general London did a good job in 

hosting the Games. It is not just a nation but also a sense of community in 

the borough because I think it is my borough and like it is home for me, so 

being part of that meant a lot to me (Hannah, London 26th July 2016). 

 

Finally, Hannah provides a deeper analysis of the legacy plan and the 

outcome of the changes in her local area: 

 

So, it has got better? It has improved in some ways but then also, for 

example, because they moved West Ham football club to this Stratford 

Stadium, it is taking business away from a lot of local businesses and they 

are the people who really need the money. So, they are missing out on 

business. And also, they promised that there would be jobs for people, 

for local people and that hasn’t happened. Same with accommodation: 

they say there would be loads of housing for local people and I haven’t 

seen that happening either, because all the housing that was building in 

Stratford is for you know really affluent people with money. It is not for 

people from the borough who don’t have the money and live off benefits 
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and who might be struggling. Because we are still an underprivileged 

borough (Hannah, London 26th July 2016). 

By using the word “they”, Hannah implies a collective entity aimed at the 

government and organisers of the Olympic Games in London. While she 

recognises that some good work was done in her neighbourhood, she also 

offers an in-depth critique in relation to the visible post-Olympics outcomes in 

the local area. The last part of her discourse reflects, to a large extent, what was 

disseminated in the news, around the urban changes and promises made 

related to jobs and local enterprises in the five boroughs where the Olympic 

Games took place. According to Hannah, the legacy promises made to local 

areas, such as Newham, in terms of jobs and housing, were not kept. Although 

this last point relates to the expectations of the Games and the Olympic legacy 

plans, it also connects with the next point about changes in the city and 

gentrification. 

 

5.! Changes in the city / gentrification 

It is possible to denote from Hannah’s previous discourse that one of the issues 

regarding the impact of the Olympic Games was the changes (positive and 

negative) that the Olympic Games brought to the city, with particular regards 

to the area of East London, where a successful planning of urban generation 

and regeneration was expected. This matter is one that also stands out from 

the analysis of the newspapers’ front pages. However, the content of the front 

pages insinuates a positive outcome of the Games regarding the legacy and 
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promises for these urban areas, without making any reference to the local 

population (see Chapter 4, point 5). Regeneration and urban developments 

were therefore the buzzwords in terms of expectations and the legacy plans of 

East London. To that end, some participants were very outspoken about their 

views and feelings on this matter. The new Olympic Stadium, for example, 

generated a lot of controversy amongst locals and Olympic Officials. While the 

newspapers label the area as one that was ‘once deemed as an urban 

wasteland’ (Freedland, 2012, n.p.), using the wordplay between ET and E20 to 

refer to the new postcode of the Olympic Park, some participants expressed 

their discontentment in relation to what happened to the locals as a result of 

the new stadium being built: 

I didn’t really feel proud of it because after they made the stadium a lot 

of people had to move out because of the stadium […] I watched it, but 

it was a one-time event. I didn’t really feel affected but felt emotional for 

people who had to move out because of the stadium. (Sophie, London 

20th May 2014). 

 

I remember going out to watch the Olympics. I live in Leytonstone, which 

is quite near the Olympic Park and just seeing the community coming 

out to watch the flag go by I sort of felt like they were united like the 

United Kingdom, but at the time it did affect their lives. It felt like 

everyone was closer but now after the Games were gone, it’s sort of just, 

you can still see the effects being left there. I drive in through the Olympic 
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Park every morning and you can still see buildings being built and 

renovating the area and that’s still pretty nice though (David, London 

26th August 2015). 

Both Sophie and David express empathy with the people who used to live in 

the area of the new Olympic Park and were affected by the redevelopments, 

especially the new housing plans. Similar to Hannah’s views, they also feel 

that the renovation of the area did not benefit the local community but instead, 

pushed them out of their homes.  

 

Gentrification and urban developments in Olympic cities have always been 

points of major contestation, especially for the local population. Even though 

Hannah recognises that Newham is a “deprived area”, and is therefore in need 

of some changes, the outcome of Olympic-related gentrification and rising 

housing prices led to the displacement of the local community. Regardless of 

whether they were living in the area or not, participants were, to a large extent, 

aware of these issues, either through the media or because of first-hand 

experiences. Either way, this type of rhetoric reveals a critical sense, active 

engagement, and understanding around the changes that have taken place in 

the city as a result of the 2012 Olympic Games.  

 

6.1 CONCLUDING REMARKS 

While Chapter 5 discussed data from the perspective of participants’ first-

hand accounts and personal recollections of the Olympic Games and their 
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implications for national identity, this Chapter focused specifically on their 

mediated experiences and memories of the same event, by drawing on 

important links established between the media analysis conducted for this 

study (in Chapter 4) and parts of the participants’ discourse. I aligned my 

argument with the idea that memory and, in this case imagination, are ‘one 

more experience of daily life that is extended by and through the media’ 

(Garde-Hansen, 2011, p. 42), also representing a way of civically engaging with 

the world (Jenkins et al., 2020). 

 

As such, while not all the points emerging from the media analysis are directly 

connected to participants’ discourse, it is possible to note that some of the 

messages circulating in the media at the time of the fieldwork are, by and large, 

embedded in young people’s views, recollections and imaginaries. The 

intermittent use of Olympic symbols, such as medals, flags, as well as 

references to mediatised athletes like Usain Bolt, Mo Farah, Michael Phelps 

and Oscar Pistorius, and the Olympic opening and closing ceremonies, are 

examples of participants’ mediated recollections that ultimately prompt them 

to talk about their views and sense of citizenship.  

 

Moreover, space and place are, in both cases (first-hand and mediated 

memories), critical aspects of citizenship. For example, even though mediated 

memories are creative acts formed out of personal media use, consumption, or 

mass dissemination of messages, in this context it is the local or spatial 
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circumstances of each participant that ultimately sets the tone of their views 

and sense of belonging. In other words, and quoting Van Dijck, ‘memory is 

not mediated by media, but media and memory transform each other’ (Van 

Dijck, 2007, p. 21). Similarly, it is also within space, place and belonging, that 

participants’ mediated recollections set forth and become imaginaries. One of 

the points discussed in this chapter emphasises the expectations created 

around the Games in relation to the imaginaries of participants. Although 

participants in London were asked to talk about their memories of the 2012 

Olympic Games, part of their discursive recollections prompted them to talk 

about the present, post-Games, and explore what they were hoping for or 

expecting from the Olympic Games, instead of simply recalling events.  

 

To conclude, the intersection between and synthesis of memory and the 

media, along with the multiplicity of youth views resulted in significant and 

valid enactments of citizenship, which this study suggests should be further 

explored in future cultural policy studies with young people. The plethora of 

topics emerging from this approach identifies important pointers for other 

studies. The framework that I designate as Jovencivic promotes a discursive 

space that, if deployed in other types of research on youth and citizenship can 

be beneficial and further expanded.  

!  
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CHAPTER 7. YOUTH IMAGINARIES OF THE RIO 

2016 OLYMPICS  
 
This chapter follows a similar structure to Chapter 5, as it explores data 

collected from young participants but by way of comparison from a different 

location, Rio de Janeiro, in light of the research questions posed in this study. 

Rather than being encouraged to draw on their memories, the participants 

from Rio were prompted to talk about their expectations and imaginaries of 

the 2016 Rio Olympic Games ahead of the event. As a result, an in-depth 

exploration of the data emerging from their narratives is discussed by 

situating these within different forms of civic engagement within the nation, 

city and the world, as well as within their multiple senses of belonging and 

critical thinking about society from a global south perspective.  

 

7.1 NATIONAL, LOCAL AND TRANSNATIONAL IDENTITIES  

Hosting the Olympic Games is considered an important moment and a 

catalyst for promoting and exploring both the host country’s and city’s 

identity. As Tomlinson and Young (2006) point out, mega spectacles such as 

the Olympic Games and World Cups provide a significant focus for staging 

national pride and prestige. However, from a public perspective, these events 

may not always necessarily be aligned with a government’s aims or rhetoric. 

Instead, as argued in this thesis, they could serve to explore expressions of 
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citizenry that intersect with national, local and sometimes transnational 

identities.  

 

The narratives of young citizens from Rio de Janeiro provide a rich 

understanding of their own views, and a deeper engagement at various levels 

and across different societal topics. Moreover, by exploring and 

deconstructing the expectations and imaginaries of these inhabitants in a 

Global South context ahead of the 2016 Olympic Games, important elements 

related to local, national, transnational identity and membership are unveiled 

and further explored. However, it is important to note that in light of the 

Jovencivic conceptual framework developed in this thesis, the participants’ 

discursive imaginaries do not emerge in isolation. Instead, their expectations 

and imaginaries are seen as a reflection of and overlapping with their own 

mediated, personal and collective experiences of past events. Thus, concepts 

such as “the mnemonic imagination”, for example, proposed by Keightley and 

Pickering (2012), are extremely useful for mapping out the complex, yet 

relevant relationship between memory and the imagination, according to 

which cross-temporal transactions are made. Similarly, memory scholarship 

discussed in the literature review chapter draws attention to how the ‘reflexive 

cultivation of the past has played into the formation of imagined communities’ 

(Cesary and Rigney, 2014, p. 1). In other words, young people’s imaginaries 

are recurrently situated and reproduced based on their past experiences or 
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recollections, forming an important mechanism for reframing and making 

sense of the present and future.  

 

In this context, participants’ multiple expressions of identity and views of 

society often shifted between local and national contexts. Some of the issues 

brought up by the participants overlap with enactments of national identity, 

as they also situate these themes within the historical period lived at the time 

of the fieldwork. Hence, topics such as class structure, protest movements, the 

political situation of the country, and the role of sports in society, particularly 

in the city of Rio de Janeiro, emerged during the analysis as the most 

significant themes according to participants’ own local and national 

expressions of identity. In the first instance, the idea of hosting the Games in 

Rio de Janeiro is perceived by some of the young inhabitants as a positive 

aspect. As one of the participants explains, this idea is based on a notion of 

unity and a way of bringing people together, not just in the city or country, 

but also across the world: 

 

One positive aspect… it’s so hard to say (laughs), I guess it’s good 

because we see people watching the same sports from different contexts, 

so it’s about different people but looking for the same interests. There is 

a certain unification. You discover certain types of sports that you didn’t 

even know existed, like fencing. Like, there is fencing in Brazil? A 

negative aspect? Well, it does not involve the Brazilian masses and 
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people who really make these things happen; the developments in the 

city, like works and traffic jams are only going to be used during the 

Games. After it, I doubt there will be maintenance for the Brazilian 

people to use it (Sofia, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March 2015). 

 

 
Figure 33 -People coming together, a Global Handshake (Manuel, London 23rd March 
2015)!

 

 
Figure 34 - Olympic Games as a union of cultures and different ethnic backgrounds  

(João, London 23rd March 2015)!
 

Caption (translation): “To me, the Olympic Games means the union of nations. I see people from different cultures 

and ethnic backgrounds forgetting wars and their differences and celebrating as one” 

Similar to Sofia, from school L (please see Appendix 8 for a list of schools and 

youth clubs in Rio de Janeiro), other participants referred to the notion of 

“unifying” or the “unification” of countries and cultures as a positive outcome 
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and a potential legacy of events like the Olympics. The above Figures 32 and 

33 are additional accounts from two participants from the same school context, 

(school H), Manuel and João. These mind maps illustrate the extent to which 

the Games, as a media event, transcend mundane experiences (Rivenburgh, 

2002) and, in this case, are imagined as a catalyst for bringing cultures and 

countries together, beyond the national level. However, while the Olympics 

may be perceived by some, like Manuel and João, as an opportunity to bring 

people together and to promote other type of sports that are not so popular in 

Brazil, it may also exclude a large part of the population. This reflects, to a 

large extent, a sense of national and local belonging when it comes to thinking 

about the potential of these mega-events. To paraphrase Sofia, the Games do 

not seek to involve part of the population who work behind the scenes: in 

construction, road works and other jobs needed to make the Olympics happen. 

First, the idea of people from different contexts coming together for the Games 

is an interesting point and one that contests the underlying class structure 

rooted in Brazilian society (Santos, 2010). The view of Brazil as a highly 

stratified society with implications for class structure is a recurrent topic 

brought up by the participants as part of their own identities and how they 

relate to the wider public sphere. Thus, class structure, inequality, and access 

to the Games as a commodity, are topics that intersect with the different 

discursive angles raised by the young participants. Some of these relate to 

education, consumption choices, lifestyles and access to certain types of 

commodities or cultural elements. Such stratification, which has its origins in 
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systems of slavery and colonialism in the mid sixteenth century, is claimed to 

be still visible throughout the country today, including the city of Rio de 

Janeiro. Despite major structural changes after the country gained 

independence in 1822, Brazil’s social and economic stratification is still highly 

embedded in the current economic distribution and social disparities that are 

evident in many aspects of Brazilian society. Some of these differences have 

had repercussions in different areas, from education and health to workplaces, 

jobs, and levels of income, all of which were elements of concern frequently 

raised by the participants when they imagined the impact of the Olympic 

Games on their city and lifestyle. The following headings outline different 

concerns and the debate raised more specifically around the idea of national 

or local identity, while drawing on participants’ expectations of the 2016 

Olympic Games. 

 

The real Brazil versus the image promoted internationally 

During the fieldwork in Brazil, I was occasionally taken aback when, usually 

at the end of the interviews, participants asked me (what I thought at that time 

to be) random questions, but were in fact pertinent ones. Questions included 

how ‘we’ saw Brazil from the outside and what was my opinion of Brazil as a 

country. Fast forward a couple of months when I began the data analysis, I 

realised that these questions were far from random. In fact, they had a stronger 

purpose, aimed at discussing other aspects of society that were relevant to 

them (the participants) and to this research. The participants who took part in 
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the research conveyed a strong awareness of how their country, Brazil, is often 

portrayed and perceived from the outside, in addition to the role of the media 

in constructing such notions. These questions were provocative in the sense 

that they intended to test if I, as an outsider and non-Brazilian, also thought 

the same as others. 

 

As one young participant assumed, ‘I know that, when you think of Brazil, all 

you think about is samba, football, Carnival and bums […], but we are more 

than that, you know? (Henrique, Rio de Janeiro, 23rd March 2015, School G).  

 

A substantial amount of discursive elements linked to national identity and 

belonging emerged as a key part of the analysis. First, the sample of young 

people who participated in this study were perceived, by me the researcher, 

as connected with, attentive to, and actively engaged with their city and 

country. This aspect reveals a strong interest and level of participation from 

these young citizens across various areas of interest. Second, participants were 

equally conscious of stereotypes created around their country and were aware 

of the extent to which these issues were accentuated by events such as the 

Olympic Games. Finally, the idea constructed around Brazil as an 

international stage is not new for the participants, with particular regards to 

other past experiences with projects or mega-events that also took place in the 

country, such as the World Cup and FIFA Confederations Cup. To that end, a 

large part of the participants’ narratives contributed to demystifying notions 
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and perceptions about Brazil as a country, and Rio de Janeiro as a city. 

Expressions that compare the country to a “window for others to see”, a 

“mask” or “make up” to look pretty outside, are just some that emerge from 

the narratives and that epitomise the contrasts between the real Brazil and the 

image that is promoted internationally. Below are a few examples taken from 

different participants and contexts, which reinforce the same idea: 

I think Rio de Janeiro is being made as a “window” (vitrine) with a lot of 

constructions and things that aren’t going to be completed and white 

elephants and so on (Carlos, Rio de Janeiro 27th March 2015, School L). 

 

Well, you know, Brazil likes to show off a lot to the exterior, to others. 

This is clearly seen in different phases of our history. For example, with 

the project “País Tropical”, the only changes we saw were in the places 

where the tourists went. It's a city for tourists. It’s like you get to the 

airport and you have all that publicity. But what happens is that if you 

come out from the areas where the tourists are staying, then you will see 

where the problems are. Because my dad, he lives in the USA, and there, 

they noticed that Brazil was doing the constructions quickly, but what 

happens is that this is publicity aimed at the outside, from people outside 

etc. The city of music, for example, it was one thing for us, but how long 

it took to get it ready? (João, Rio de Janeiro 18th March, 2015, School M). 
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The above excerpts stress the view of mega-events as a catalyst for displaying 

and improving the image of the country in a way that is often very different 

from its reality, at least from the perspective of these two young citizens of Rio 

de Janeiro. João (from school M) gives us some specific cases of past 

experiences in which he claims that the image of Brazil was sold 

internationally, in a way that does not always correspond to the reality of the 

country. For him, the project “País Tropical” alludes to an idea that still 

permeates overseas nowadays regarding Brazil as an exotic and tropical 

paradise. Such an imaginary perspective of Brazil from the outside has always 

had an impact on the international panorama and the way other countries see 

Brazil. Moreover, ‘the gaze of the foreigner has played a crucial role in the 

construction of the Brazilian self-image’ (Graeff et al., 2019, p. 798), which in 

this case has implications for and plays a role in the cultivation of Brazil’s 

national identity. In addition, existing scholarship in this field suggests that 

the stereotypes and imaginaries created around Brazil, either through the use 

of clichés associated with exotic and tropical contexts or with negative 

connotations (see the excerpt below from Pedro) are, by and large constructed 

by the media, in particular the international media (De Rosa, 2013; Graeff et 

al., 2019; Gutierrez, 2020). Yet, João demystifies this idea by contending that 

such views are fabricated for and by tourists. The reality of the country is, 

according to him, totally different from the places where tourists visit in the 

city of Rio de Janeiro. Hence, space and national identity are visibly 

interconnected in this sense. João also brings up the example of the city of 
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music as another project that took longer than promised to be completed. 

Located in Barra da Tijuca, in Rio de Janeiro, the city of music was renamed as 

a city of the arts when it was launched in 2013. As one of the biggest concert 

halls in the whole country, the construction started in 2002 and took 10 years 

to be completed (O Globo, 2010). The comparison made here regarding the 

Olympic Games and the city of music is used to explain the lengthy process 

involved in such projects and the implications for the local population.  

 

The topic of stereotypes was equally present in the participants’ discourses, 

drawing attention to the role of the Games as a positive catalyst for 

deconstructing some of these negative perspectives: 

 

One negative point is that I think there will be a lot of security, but in the 

long run there will be positive aspects, like to show Brazil to the world. I 

think the good side is that a lot of countries have a very negative image 

of Brazil, and this could change. I think a lot of countries think that about 

Brazil? Well because of the Internet and things people hear, etc news 

Racism things for example, I think often is the media. The games could 

help changing that few. There are good things and bad things (Pedro, Rio 

de Janeiro, 18th March, 2015 , School, M). 

 

Overall, the discussion of Brazil’s image, both internally and externally, 

allowed participants to give currency to their preoccupations, feelings, views 
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about their country, and sense of citizenship. Discussions about how Brazil is 

perceived by others were brought up many times as part of some participants’ 

past experiences and, to a large extent, connected with the international 

media’s portrayal of the country during past events. In particular, the concerns 

raised about how the country is perceived by others, as in the excerpts here, 

reveal a strong sense of belonging and national identity.  

 

The young participants were equally conscious of various stereotypes created 

around Brazil and the city of Rio de Janeiro and expected these types of 

rhetoric to be accentuated with the advent of the Olympics. The view of a 

country where, for example, football is losing its popularity to other sports, 

such as rugby, is an important configuration in Brazilian youth discourse. 

Furthermore, being aware of a boom in the sex tourism industry linked to 

these types of events is another example of how well connected, attentive and, 

actively engaged some of these young citizens are with the world around 

them. One of the participants, Luis, described how people from Rio gradually 

became aware of this problem, especially with the dawn of recent mega-events 

taking place in the city of Rio de Janeiro: 

 

The other problem is sex tourism. This is a problem, and I think people 

became more aware of this problem with these mega-events. I have 

friends, girls, who were approached by male tourists, who offered them 

money for sex (João, 25th March 2015, individual participant). 
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Also identified as a stereotype are the multiple connections between Brazil and 

football. Contrary to what most people may think about football being a 

bottom-up, widely open and accessible popular sport in Brazilian culture, 

central to Brazilian identity, the reality is different. According to some 

participants, other sports, such as rugby, are starting to gain more popularity, 

at least among the younger population. This is explained by the fact that these 

new sports are, arguably, less restrictive in terms of practice and elitism, unlike 

football. Furthermore, such views contradict other participants’ opinions who 

see football as inclusive and very popular in Brazil. The different ideas about 

these sports demonstrate the plurality of views and perspectives about the 

Brazilian society: 

 

I don’t like football so much because of the politics, dirty games, racism, 

and all that. Rugby, on the other hand, can be more violent, but it covers 

all sort of people; you can be fat, slim, black, or white. It’s the kind of 

sport that anyone can play; you have a place there, and you don’t have 

to pay or be this or that. It’s a sport that welcomes all sorts of people. If 

you want to play, you are always accepted. […] football in Brazil is not 

as democratic as people think it is. The selection process is tough, and 

you need to know the right people (Henrique, London 13th March, 2015, 

Youth Community J). 
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People say that Brazil is the country of football and that football is the 

most popular sport, but the interesting thing is that volleyball is the most 

sought-after sport for the Olympics and also the most expensive event to 

go and watch. So, this means that people are interested in other sports 

apart from football, and I think that is a very interesting fact (Mario, 

London 13th March 2015, Youth Community J). 

 

In this case, Henrique’s and Mario’s performances link to youth imaginaries, 

as they challenge and deconstruct national views of popular sports and 

identity. One interesting fact is that they suggest that football is more elitist 

than rugby in Brazil. This is despite the fact that people from outside might 

think of football as a democratic sport in Brazil, and might have contrasting 

thoughts about rugby. Such perceptions challenge how the global and 

transnational side of sports may reflect different ways of looking at 

participation and belonging. Whilst globalisation and transnational dynamics 

are the basis of sports dissemination, the perceptions and stereotypes created 

around certain national sports still prevail in the public domain, at least in the 

case of Brazil’s football cult. Henrique envisages rugby as a sport that is more 

inclusive than football because, in his opinion, anyone can play regardless of 

body shape, or ethnic background. Like Mario, he draws attention to the fact 

that volleyball is more popular than football in the Olympics, which is also an 

interesting aspect for him given that football is known for its popularity in 

Brazil. 
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Many of the participants in Rio expressed concerns about, and a deep 

engagement with, the reality of their highly stratified society. This included a 

strong awareness of the impacts of mega-events on citizens’ lives, touching on 

topics ranging from health and education to gentrification, and in particular 

concerns about how Brazil is perceived by the international community. 

 

A substantial amount of these perceptions and idealisations are seen as owing 

a great deal to both international and national media. In a study conducted by 

the Brazilian scholar Daniel Buarque (2015) on the international image of 

Brazil during the 1950 and 2014 World Cups and the impact of the media 

coverage of these two events on the reputation of the country’s identity, it was 

concluded that the image of a country long-associated with ‘stereotypes of fun 

and parties such as beaches, Carnival, football, and happy people’ (Niesing, 

cited in Buarque, 2015, p. 1301) still persists in the international media today. 

Accordingly, compared to the 1950 World Cup, the use of stereotypes 

increased significantly at the time of the 2014 event. At that time, Brazil was 

strongly associated with stereotypes ‘such as social unrest, and traditional 

ones, such as football, corruption, Carnival, and beaches’ (ibid.). In fact, 

Buarque claims that Brazil’s imaginary outside the country is still immensely 

marked by stereotypes. Similarly, when participants questioned the way ‘we’ 

see Brazil, they were cognisant of how certain stereotypes, possibly created by 

the media, could provide insights into the imaginative ways people perceive 



!

!

!

&-&!

Brazil, particularly from outside the country. This is one of the many aspects 

that I will discuss further in the final conclusion – Chapter 9 – and which 

resonates with perceptions around the divided categorisations of Global 

North versus Global South narratives and perceptions. Yet, section 6.2. of this 

chapter offers a detailed analysis and discussion of the role of the media in the 

Rio de Janeiro participants’ imaginaries of the 2016 Olympics. Although the 

purpose of such an analytical exercise was to establish a correlation between 

the participants’ mediated narratives and the media representations of certain 

topics, the discussion around stereotypes and second-hand or mediated 

perceptions of certain topics are similarly relevant.  

 

In addition to the above discussions, the analysis of young people’s 

imaginaries, around the construction of Brazilian identity resulted in more 

specific topics relevant to making sense of national and local identity. The 

following sections explore these in more detail. 

 

Brands and sponsorship – why is national the best?  

Citizens’ expectations and attitudes towards local, national and international 

brands are viewed as deeply connected to their own sense of national identity 

(Le et al., 2013). In this context, the Jovencivic framework and exploration of 

participants’ imaginaries offer them a space to describe their feelings about 

topics such as national brands, including not only food and sponsorship but 

also the role of athletes and other trademarks that they perceived as better 
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alternatives to the ones usually used in global sport events. This part of the 

discussion focused on a set of critical views related to the Olympic Games’ 

main sponsors, such as McDonald’s and Coca-Cola, to mention a few, 

followed by a debate about the importance of national products and other 

global cultural aspects embedded in Brazilian society. While the majority of 

participants were strongly in favour of national brands as opposed to 

international and global ones, they also demonstrated a critical understanding 

of the Olympic industry by explaining the reasons why brands such as the 

ones mentioned above were chosen by the governments and Olympic entities. 

Such critical expressions, similar to the ones described by Sofia and Pedro 

below, are revealing of an active interest in society and how things could be 

adapted to improve the situation for them, as citizens. Furthermore, these 

enactments expose the extent to which national and cultural identity operates 

within the imaginaries of some of these young people in relation to their 

consumption options, status, class structure, or their habitus (Bourdieu, 1990): 

Coca-Cola is very strong. If they do a commercial it disseminates quickly. 

I think as a consumer I don’t see anything wrong but as a producer, I 

think it’s bad. Because it favours more big brands and weakens the 

smaller ones. In the end we don’t support national brands, which is a 

problem…. We export, we export coffee, sugar, we export oranges, soya, 

fruit, meat. We are a major exporter. Brazil is a big exporter. But that’s 

the thing, we are strong but a huge part of the population don’t consume 

these national brands. There are a lot of popular brands that are indeed 
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consumed. But like Coca-Cola is going to have the monopoly and only 

that product will be able to sell in supermarkets. Products from here are 

taken as not the best, and big ones, like Coca-Cola take over the 

supermarkets (Sofia, 25th March 2015, School L). 

Coca-Cola is as good as national brands, but there is a tendency to 

consume international brands almost like a complex; people prefer the 

international brands… A child doesn’t ask for [a pair of] Olympikus 

trainers, which is a national brand and a very good one quality wise. But 

you don’t see a child asking for those trainers, you see that child asking 

for Nike trainers. Why is that? It comes from propaganda, right, and it’s 

also an historic concept. It’s all turned to the outside. It’s a historic 

concept, really. […] The first republic flag was the United States green 

and yellow with stars, exactly like the USA but yellow. It was the 

Brazilian flag. We are very much turned to the outside. There’s still a lot 

of people who still have this way of thinking…. of looking at outside the 

country as more important than the country itself. Like, my dream is to 

have meals at McDonald’s, even though McDonald’s is expensive 

compared to other national brands. But, we are better informed, quite 

rightly (Pedro, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March 2015, School L). 

 

The preference for international over national brands is perceived as an 

element that is intrinsic to Brazilians’ identities and linked to what Pedro 

describes as an historic concept. In fact, such opinions stem from participants’ 
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personal as well as mediated memories, and more importantly from a 

profound understanding of the country’s social structure as well as the ability 

to have a “sociological imagination” (Mills, 2000, p. 6). In addition to the 

capacity to imagine and explain why certain brands are preferred over others, 

they also demonstrate a deep understanding of how propaganda works 

regarding certain brands. The idea of buying a product that is more expensive 

yet of the same or even less quality than other cheaper national products is 

contemplated by these participants as part of consumer behaviours and 

identity performances. Various scholars have pointed out the relationship 

between (youth) consumption and individual claims of identity (Castells, 

1978; Canclini, 2001) or self-image, particularly regarding how clothing is 

deployed within the consumer culture and as part of young people’s 

imagination and social identity (McNeal, 2007; Buckingham, 2011). The 

examples given in the two excerpts suggest that this is the case with some 

young people and children in Brazil, although both participants are conscious 

of the way propaganda operates and thus view themselves as ‘better informed’ 

to make decisions.  

 

The idea reinforced in both Pedro’s and Sofia’s discourses on people’s 

necessity to consume international products is, in fact, related to performances 

of national identity. In this case, it seems that the preoccupation with looking 

good “to the outside” in addition to a general under-appreciation of national 

brands visible in some young people’s consumption choices reveals an 
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intention to be something else rather than Brazilian. This is arguably 

connected to the historical context and negative image of Brazil perceived by 

the international community. The fact remains that brands are viewed as 

contributing to the enhancement of a country’s national identity, image and 

consumer ethno-centrism (Imran, 2017). Yet, in this case, participants 

identified a preference for brands that are transnational rather than national, 

at least according to their views. Although the topic of sponsorship and 

national brands emerged as part of the discussion attached to the expectations 

surrounding the Olympic Games and was very much linked to the idea of 

national identity, it was possible to recognise other elements connected to 

citizenship and identity but more at a local level. Given that the Olympic 

Games were looming at the time this particular fieldwork took place, the city 

was the space of focus regarding participants’ rhetorical imaginaries of the 

event. The following sub-sections address the concerns, interests and 

expectations of participants as they imagine what the Games will be like for 

them and the city of Rio de Janeiro. Local identity, as I explain below, plays an 

important role for young inhabitants of Rio, where the Games took place. 

 
Local identity – the young cariocas’ imaginaries of the Games 
 
In this part, I focus on the potential of the “mnemonic imagination” (Keightley 

and Pickering, 2012) and “new memory” (Hoskins, 2001), through which 

young participants from Rio de Janeiro, interviewed for this study, projected 

their imaginaries in relation to the 2016 Olympic Games. When asked to 

imagine and talk about their expectations in relation to the role of the 2016 
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Olympic Games in their city and in their lives, most participants from Rio 

inescapably based their expectations on previous experiences. They imagined 

a scenario where the negative impacts of mega-events, such as an increase in 

crime, corruption, and a visible lack of engagement were evident, drawing 

upon their imaginations and recollections of previous experiences, such as the 

World Cup in 2014. Similar to the responses of participants in London, it was 

possible to group the data according to broader key themes/nodes that 

emerged in the discussions, before delving into more specific codes and topics 

linked to the following ones:  

   

Graphic 4 - Discourse Patterns of Rio Participants 
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It is possible to infer from the above Graphic 4 that a large proportion of the 

discussion with young participants from Rio de Janeiro hinged on the topic of 

youth engagement and the negative impacts that mega-events like the 

Olympics could have on society. Such discussions were, by and large, 

enactments based on their experiences with other mega-events. The debate on 

participation and engagement was, however, connected to other aspects, more 

specifically to the multiple ways young people conceived their city in terms of 

a public space. This included the constraints and limitations faced by part of 

the population when seeking to access events like the Olympics, which 

reflected the social and economic structures embedded in the city and country. 

Class was therefore a topic brought up recurrently by some of the participants 

as a significant element in ascertaining the level of engagement with mega-

events, like the Olympics.  

 

Drawing on previous mediated and first-hand experiences, most of the 

participants either expected the Games to be far beyond their reach, because 

of their social condition, or showed awareness of the class structure as a 

problem that impeded the population’s engagement with the event. This idea 

was brought up across the data, irrespective of school location and the social 

or economic background of young respondents, which translates into a wider 

diversity of views from different contexts. Even in cases where the participants 

did not feel that the existing socio-structural disparities affected their own 
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engagement with the Games, they demonstrated an awareness of how class 

operated within, and impacted on the opportunities presented to engage with 

the event. This could be explained due to the fact that only a small minority of 

citizens in Brazil control a substantial amount of capital assets (Pereira, 1962; 

Valadares and Leal, 2000; Santos, 2010). The following excerpts from the data 

illustrate this point well: 

 

I think they [Olympic entities and governments] should allow more 

vulnerable and needy people to have access to the tickets. I think the 

tickets should be free. Some of it, yes. Well, the tickets are around 200 

reais dude, it's expensive! So, for example, the middle class, not class C, 

are the ones who could watch some of the World Cup games” (Rodrigo, 

Rio de Janeiro, 18th March, 2015, School M). 

 

[… ]and I know that the ones involved are the favoured ones, for example 

from the higher class. Class C cannot buy that” (Joana, Rio de Janeiro, 

18th March, 2015, School M).  

 

I don’t think the Games have the potential to unite people. I think it may 

unite people within their groups, but when we talk about class 

distinctions, I think it will create a wider gap between classes. It creates 

a sort of line between those who can enjoy and take part in the event and 
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those who cannot (Joao, Rio de Janeiro, 19th March 2015, Individual 

participant). 

 

The three participants who gave the above testimonials described a scenario 

that appeared to be recurrent across the data from Rio, not only while 

cogitating the Olympics but also when considering other aspects inherent to 

class structure, which was very much present in participants’ views of 

Brazilian society. Three important aspects surface from the aforementioned 

discourses. The first is connected to participants’ opinions about class 

structure and the experience they have attained, which arose partly from their 

previous experiences of previous mega-events. As Rodrigo points out, during 

the World Cup, only those from the middle class were able to watch the World 

Cup in the stadium. The second aspect contests the idea that the Olympics is 

an event that unites people from different classes. This is viewed as a myth, at 

least according to Luis, who claims that the Games may unite people within 

the same groups. In terms of class differences, he does not see the Games as 

generating much of an impact. The last and perhaps most significant point 

relates to citizens’ purchasing power. There is a fixed idea that people from 

Class C, known as the working class in Brazil, are not able to participate and 

be engaged with the Games in the same way as people from the middle class. 

These disparities are seen to have an impact on how citizens feel about the 

Olympic Games while at the same time also serve to reproduce the inequalities 

already embedded in the city of Rio de Janeiro.   



!

!

!

'.%!

 

Although similar to the young respondents from London, who believed that 

young people had not been fully engaged with the Olympic Games, at least as 

much as they should have been, in Brazil, there is an additional caveat to such 

a rhetoric. The idea of disengagement is, in the case of Brazil, entrenched in 

the historical and arguably colonial contexts of the country. As a result of the 

rooted stratification and stark inequalities noted in income and urbanisation, 

class structure is more perceptible amongst participants in Rio than those from 

London. This is also reflected in the fact that, in Rio de Janeiro, favelas 

represent a large percentage of inhabitants who are living under the ‘myth of 

marginality’ as a set of pejorative ideas and ‘attitudes of outsiders towards the 

favelas’ (Perlman, 1979, p. 94). Hence, some young people are aware of how 

the opportunities and the level of engagement with society are conditioned by 

social strata: 

 

I think it [the Games] should be more focused on the people who live in 

the favelas; normally, the kind of people who participate in the games 

are the ones with money, so we feel isolated (Soraia, Rio de Janeiro, 13th  

March, 2015, Youth Club J). 

 

 

Soraia is a participant from a school/community centre located in Niteroi, a 

municipality of Rio de Janeiro. Like her, the majority if not all young people 
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attending this youth community come from neighbouring favelas. The aim of 

this community is to promote media literacy for young people to engage with 

society through the use of technologies and online platforms. Hence, it is not 

surprising that Soraia and her colleagues’ expectations of the 2016 Olympics 

were, by and large, based on personal experiences but also a reflection of their 

socio-economic contexts. Such perspectives involve the opportunities they 

have in their local communities and how they recall other similar events that 

have taken place in Rio de Janeiro. The following drawings (Figures 62 and 

63), extrapolated from the mind maps, and conducted with the same group of 

participants to which Soraia belongs (youth club J), reveal the idea of a city 

divided by class-based and economic inequalities. In these drawings, it is clear 

how these young inhabitants of Rio de Janeiro project their youth engagement 

with the Games by connecting it to their own personal economic and social 

context. More importantly, the drawings highlight the stark differences 

between class and economic power, an element that participants situate in the 

discourses as part of their imaginaries when talking about the Olympic Games.  

 

In Figure 35 (below), there is a visible gap and a line dividing two people, and 

between them, a stadium with the word Games written on it. From a semiotic 

perspective, the signs in this drawing are the result of João (the participant’s) 

interaction with his personal and cultural experience, be it mediated or first-

hand. Although we are not sure whether he has been in the situation described 

in his drawing, this imaginary is a result of past experience. The drawing 
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depicts images with strong connotations at an iconic and indexical level. The 

image of an individual sitting on the floor is an icon of a poor or homeless 

person begging for money, whereas the other person, on the left, represents 

someone in a better financial position. Overall, the entire image is an index for 

social division and inequality in this participant’s view of the city. 

Furthermore, it represents an imaginary whereby the Games are seen as a 

symbol that enhances the divisions between and inequalities experienced by 

citizens.  

 

 
Figure 35 - The Games and social inequality in Rio de Janeiro (João, Rio de Janeiro 
23rd March, 2015) 
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Figure 36 - Olympic Games, for the rich and for the poor (Pedro, Rio de Janeiro, 23rd 
March 2015) 
 

In a similar vein, Figure 36 also depicts the idea that the Games are 

experienced in different ways. On the one hand, there are those with money 

or, as Pedro puts it, the “rich”, and on the other hand, those without money, 

the “poor”. In the above mind map there is no image, just text written which 

translates to: “2 Olympic Games, one for the rich and one for the poor”. The author 

of the mind map, Pedro, uses a metaphor to express his expectations about 

different types of involvement with the Olympic Games. He imagines that 

some people, particularly from more disadvantaged or socially deprived 

backgrounds, like him, may not have the same level of involvement with the 

Games when compared to those young people living in other parts of the city. 

For example, in the south part of Rio, which is considered to be a more affluent 

and middle-class area. In hindsight, he does not mention that people from his 

community will not have some sort of engagement with the Olympic Games. 
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Yet, based on his experiences of past events, he believes that it will be more 

difficult for him to get involved in the Olympics than for other young citizens 

in Rio. It can be inferred from the data that the degree of engagement and 

participation in the Games does not solely relate to the economic opportunities 

of these participants. It is also linked to the social and geographic context of 

each participant. In this particular case, Peter, who lives in a favela, sees his 

chances of getting involved reduced also because of his local area. Although 

many young people expect that they may not be able to go to the stadium and 

watch the Games, there is something else pervading their level of involvement 

with the Olympic Games, which is the distinct social and spatial contexts of 

the city of Rio de Janeiro. In fact, for some of these young inhabitants, the 

Games are expected to accentuate some of the existing problems in their local 

communities. Cristina is another resident of Niteroi who attends the same 

youth club as Pedro (Youth Club J). Although she reiterates her colleagues’ 

views about the fact that the Games are not as accessible for them as for other 

young people in the same city, she also brings up all the problems that events 

like these can have for her and her community. Some of these problems, for 

example, include more deaths in the favelas, and young people being out of 

school due to the Games. 
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Figure 37 - Platonic Love (Cristina, Rio de Janeiro, 23rd March, 2015) 

Translation: Young people out of school and without classes. Without access to sports, robberies, deaths 

in the favelas, platonic love. !

 

In particular, Cristina goes as far as to describe the relationship between some 

young people and the Olympic Games as a ‘platonic love affair’, which 

translates into one of the many imaginaries of the 2016 Rio Games based on 

previous events of a similar nature. According to her, if she was given the 

opportunity to be more involved, she would not hesitate to participate. Yet, in 

a different way, she also points out a number of problems that would be a 

result of these events in the city.  

 

The expression of ‘a love affair’ stood out during a conversation with this 

young participant after I noted that she had written it in her mind map. This 

phrase was the first thing that came into her mind when she thought of the 

Olympics. When probed about what she meant by platonic love, she clarified:  
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You know that sort of love, the boy in the school you like, but you know 

that it will never be possible because he’s out of your league? Well, it’s 

that kind of feeling’ (Cristina, Rio de Janeiro, 23rd March 2015)  

 

She then went on to explain why she thought that events like the World Cup 

or the Olympics are normally seen from a distance, at least for her, as she had 

that previous experience with other mass media events, e.g., the World Cup 

and the Confederations Cup. 

 

Besides class structure, the socio-economic and geographic context, and the 

different levels of engagement, or opportunities available for the youth, the 

young people had generally negative expectations of the 2016 Games. They 

imagined the Games as such because of past experiences, sometimes first-

hand, other times second-hand and mediated. A large number of the issues 

raised by participants were seen to affect the local population before and 

during the Games. This is best described by Cesaltina, who explained that: 

 

[…] with the arrival of so many people and tourists in Rio de Janeiro, 

the buses will be busy and transports full; there will be confusion and 

problems, fights, deaths, accidents... This is because there is not much 

public security, only for famous athletes (Cesaltina, Rio de Janeiro, 27th 

March, 2015, School L). 
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Similar to the majority of participants interviewed in Rio de Janeiro, 

Cesaltina’s expectations of the Olympic Games were very much based on 

previous experiences she had had with other past events. Security, for 

example, was identified as a key issue, especially for the local population, and 

was arguably one of the most important concerns related to the city of Rio de 

Janeiro already visible before hosting the 2016 Olympic Games.  

 

In addition to being considered a buzzword in the bidding process for the 

Olympics, the increase in security is not only a rhetorical approach adopted 

by governments. According to Gaffney (2010, p. 23), the security apparatuses 

that have become ‘one of the defining features of global-mega events 

effectively privatize public spaces in the city, installing surveillance 

mechanisms that continue operating long after the Games are over (Gaffney, 

2010, p. 23). As a result, the overall expectations around the Games were, in 

this case, by and large, negative. The participants’ narratives relate to the topic 

of security in two ways. The first is the geographic and social context of each 

participant, which undoubtedly has a direct impact upon their views and 

experiences of security. The second is their understanding of how security 

operates within the city and the additional problems associated with these 

mega-events. The latter is a topic that urban and media scholars have 

addressed recurrently in relation to the city’s social disparity and urban 

structures (Steinbrick, 2013; Bailey et al., 2017). Even for those participants 

who live in what is considered to be the best part of the city, known as the 
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south zone, security is a transversal and critical issue visible in the city and 

one that cannot be overlooked, according to them. For those living in less 

affluent areas, namely in the favelas, or in other communities outside what are 

considered the best areas, the participants feel confined by the city’s socio-

spatial dynamic. This is especially the case in locations where crime and 

security are more imminent, notably when participants have to commute to 

school or work. With the advent of the Games, such problems are accentuated 

due to the highly uneven developments in the city. In other words, and as 

some participants mentioned before, the Games brought an investment of 

police forces and other security measures, as well as some other social projects 

for young people, instead of focusing on education or investing in public 

works (Gaffney, 2010, p. 26). 

 

Hence, despite the social and spatial context, crime, robberies, and turmoil in 

the city were topics with a significant presence, both implicitly and explicitly 

in young cariocas’ discourses, in light of their imaginaries and expectations 

ahead of the 2016 Games: 
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Figure 38 - Man shooting a woman (Gabriela, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March, 2015) 

!

 
Figure 39 - What will happen during the Olympics? (Joaquim, Rio de Janeiro, 27th 
March 2015) 
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Figure 40 - Confusion and robberies (Sofia, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March 2015)!

 

The above three mind maps illustrate, to a certain extent, the claims previously 

made in relation to how participants construct and make sense of their societal 

problems. In this case, the participants identify how levels of crime and 

security intensify during the Olympic Games. This discussion comes up as 

part of the participants’ imaginaries but is also very much entrenched in their 

specific past experiences or social contexts within the city. The three mind 

maps come from participants from the same school (School G), which is 

located in the centre of the city of Rio de Janeiro. These young inhabitants 

argue that they had to cope with some of the problems created by previous 

mega-events, which were apparently more visible in this part of the city and 

in their local neighbourhoods. However, as mentioned before, despite living 
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in more affluent and secure areas of Rio de Janeiro, other participants were 

equally aware of these problems. As a result, such issues came up as part of 

their recollections of the World Cup and expectations of the Olympic Games: 

 

There will be a lot of pickpockets and robberies like in the World Cup 

when many people were robbed. Many tourists were robbed, and some 

even sequestered to get money from them. During these events there are 

a lot of tourists and the news focuses on this, just on the tourists, and 

often the types of robberies taking place. Every time you have an event 

with a lot of tourists you get these types of things. But we locals are also 

robbed. Yes, I was once, was walking and someone pulled my bag 

(Nuria, Rio de Janeiro, 23rd March 2015, School H). 

 

During the World Cup, we could not buy anything as things were 

extremely expensive, and the robberies intensified. Yes, during my 

birthday, during the Game between Brazil and Colombia, I was there in 

the centre and I sat with my bag next to me, I had my phone and money 

with me in the bag, and I was robbed. The tourism is going to make 

things worse (Sofia, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March 2015, School L). 

 

These discourses stress the fact that the increased amount of tourists present 

during mega-events is always accompanied by a wave of crime and robberies 

with negative implications for the local population. Nuria and Sofia give some 
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examples of past first-hand experiences when they were targets of pickpockets 

while the World Cup was taking place in Rio. Mobility is therefore something 

that concerns these local citizens, especially during these events. It is also a 

topic that is recalled frequently as significant while imagining the 2016 

Olympic Games. As Pedro stresses, the negative aspects linked to crime and 

an overall sense of a lack of security only increase fear and reduce the mobility 

of people in their own city: 

 

The negative part is that there will be more robberies, crime, like people 

won’t be able to walk around freely, less mobility. It’s already very 

dangerous, so it will get worse (Pedro, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March 2015, 

School L). 

 

Pedro’s concerns echo other young citizens’ preoccupations concerning the 

long-term implications of international events taking place in the city. During 

these mega-events, the planning of security in Rio de Janeiro is perceived as 

part of a complex history of violence, which is intensified with the advent of 

the Games. Hence, even though security was a ‘top focus and budget priority’ 

(McRoskey, 2010, p. 92) for the Olympics’ organisers, such concerns were 

nevertheless elevated and identified as problematic and challenging for young 

citizens’ urban spaces and their places of mobility. While it has been argued 

that one of the key conditions for the success of events like the Olympics is ‘the 

security of tourists, visitors, participants and residents’ (Baasch, 2012, p. 103), 



!

!

!

'%(!

the effects on urban developments and mobility during past events is recalled 

and brought forward as an issue for these participants. Moreover, these 

discourses suggest that some spaces are more affected by crime and insecurity 

than others. In other words, space and geographic context are key aspects for 

these participants’ experiences, impacting how they imagine the 2016 Olympic 

Games. Moreover, hosting the Olympic Games in a particular city or country 

has been claimed as an opportunity to legitimise urban developments in 

specific areas, whilst sometimes leaving other places neglected (Bennett and 

Haggerty, 2012, p. 182). Similar to security control and urban developments, 

participants see the level of policing in certain spaces as part of the national 

and local government control strategies during these mega-events. Hence, 

control techniques deployed during past events, like the World Cup in Rio de 

Janeiro, served as examples and aided the memories of participants while 

trying to imagine the implications of the Olympics for their city. Although the 

police are usually considered an important presence for the purpose of 

reinforcing security and mitigating robberies during these events, some 

participants were very critical of the way the Brazilian police acted during 

previous mega-events. In particular, they referred to the Pacifying Police Unit 

(UPP) programme, which started in 2008 with the aim of pacifying and 

reclaiming spaces in the favelas controlled by gangs of drug dealers. The 

realities experienced as a result of these policing programmes, which 

intensified during the World Cup, affected the way some of the young 

participants saw the developments of the Olympic Games despite their local, 
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social or economic context. Police brutality was one of the aspects highly 

criticised by the participants, who saw it as result of a combination of recent 

events such as protest movements but also as part of the government’s 

strategy during mega-events in certain parts of the city: 

 

And there’s another question which is not being discussed by “them” 

which is very much related to the mega-events, and is the “UPP” (the 

pacificating police unit). The UPPs are a result of mega-events, they were 

created to end the armament. For example, you go to Mare, where the 

situation there [is] you can see the army in the street, there is no UPP, 

and they say there is no traffic but they have the military there invading 

the favelas quite brutally, even though they warn people so the drug 

dealers run away before that happens. The problem is that even with 

UPPs drug trafficking continues because one needs drugs to keep the 

system and nothing changes, really. If anything, this makes things worse, 

because the drug dealers aren’t caught and the police become the owner 

of these places by adding to it a complex and strange power. You go in 

and still see the alleyways with drug dealers, then you see the police 

walking in the streets and no one else as people stay at home (Joana, Rio 

de Janeiro, 17th March, 2015, School K). 

 

People who live there have no idea what to do. They have no sense of 

security, the police can just break into the houses and you are at the 
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mercy of this situation. In Mare, there is a blitz of police in front of point 

9, 10, 7, and when you go in there is the army in front of the Observatory 

(where you see the middle class going from NGOs etc.), and after you 

walk in you have these people in the streets buying drugs. The UPPS 

were introduced more to show the outside world what they are doing. - 

Nowadays it is very common to take the gringo50 for a tour to see the 

favela, you know? Walking around. There is a Jeep that goes up and 

down to show them the favela. There is a lot more of favela tourism, and 

with the UPP which is a government plan to keep peace in the 

community. You bring peace to the community but they are not getting 

paid well, so in order to make more money the UPP police gets involved 

with the militia along with the work and the programme is exposed. It’s 

all very nice and pretty on TV but the reality is different, it is done 

precisely to show outside something that isn’t real. The idea is to pass the 

message that there is no arms in these favelas but there are still drugs. 

They use these programmes to claim that thanks to UPPs they are doing 

something for the community (Patricia, Rio de Janeiro, 17th March, 2015, 

School K). 

 

Both Joana and Patricia belong to the same school (School K) and whilst they 

are not residents of the Mare complex (a group of several favelas located in the 

!
*(!0!1gringo” is a derogatory term often used by Spanish and Portuguese speakers to describe 
a foreigner or an Anglo-American living or visiting  (in this case) Brazil (Kane and Manelis, 
2013)!



!

!

!

'%+!

north part of Rio de Janeiro) they are very critical of the situation in some of 

these favelas. In particular, they are acutely aware of the impact of such mega-

events on the favelas, including the establishment of UPPs on site. For them, 

the UPPs are the result of events such as the World Cup and the Olympic 

Games, but also an attempt from the government to take control of the drug 

trafficking in the favelas. Also, according to them, this acts as a governmental 

strategy to show the world that the situation in some of these problematic 

areas is controlled and pacified, when in fact the reality is completely different. 

Corruption amongst the police forces and the ongoing conflicts with drug 

dealers in the favelas are also stressed as problems that affect the local 

population that serve to gain nothing from the tourism related to mega-events. 

Similarly to Joana and Patricia, other participants condemn the force exerted 

by the police in certain moments in the city, and contest the idea of having 

military police in Brazil, which they find excessive. For example, João and 

Ricardo, two students from different locations who, to a large extent, come 

from privileged socio-economic backgrounds, share the same views about this 

topic: 

 

J - During the World Cup we have never seen so many police officers in 

the streets. I think it’s an exaggeration. The amount of police. Because 

when we were protesting (during the World Cup), the agglomeration of 

people was relatively small and the police started to ask us what we were 

doing there and telling us to get out of the site. People were expelled from 
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the stadium for having t-shirts with protest logos. For example, in the 

Maracanã square, people without tickets were not able to pass or walk 

across even though this is public space and a public square.  

 

R 51- Do you think something similar will happen with the Olympics?  

J - Probably. Maybe not in the same dimension, as the Olympic Games 

are a micro event when compared to the World Cup. Because the Cup 

was in the whole Brazil and the Olympics are just in Rio. 

R - What is the law in Brazil in terms of protest movements?  

J - In theory, people should be able to protest in public, but they have not 

been able to. What happened during the World Cup was that new 

legislation and bills were set up for the sake of the World Cup only. These 

were artificial laws for the Cup only. Nobody is arrested for wearing a t-

shirt with a marijuana leaf, drawing or symbol on it. But during the 

World Cup this was an obstacle, they would not let people in with t-shirts 

like that. So, I don’t think there will be any security, like there was not in 

the World Cup.  

R - What you mean by security?  

J - For example, in the Cup. Because we are in a process. During the 

World Cup the level of policing was absurd and grotesque, you would 

feel awkward and embarrassed walking in the streets because you never 

saw that before. Yes, I felt that and other people too. As soon as the Cup 

!
51 R – stands for researcher.  
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was over things got back to normal. It was for that moment. 

Theoretically, what came with it was the UPPs and the balance was 

negative in the favelas and the Olympics will leave a worse legacy than 

what it was before. For a lot of people in the ‘favelas’ the balance is quite 

negative.  

R - And how do you think this could be changed? 

J – I think we should end the military police. I think that military police 

is a residual aspect of dictatorship. 

(João, Rio de Janeiro, 19th March 2015, Individual interview) 

 

R152 – What sort of impact you think the Olympic Games will have on 

the younger population?  

R - Well if it’s going to be like the World Cup, in my school for example, 

people were very reactionary. They went to protests and complained a 

lot and so on.  

R1 - Why do you think that happened?  

R - I don’t know, once there was even a fight with the police. I think it’s 

because they are very unhappy with the politicians in Brazil, in general. 

(Ricardo, Rio de Janeiro, 20th March, 2015, Individual interview). 

 

The two aforementioned excerpts from the data touch upon a topic in Brazil 

that has been reported in the news and, to a certain extent, known by the 

!
52 R1 – stands for researcher.  
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international community. Police repression and pacification programmes 

appear to be a complex issue yet also one that concerns these young 

inhabitants, regardless of their socio-economic backgrounds. While young 

people living in these favelas and other communities in Rio de Janeiro may be 

more vulnerable and affected by such problems, it is also clear from the data 

that the young participants who were interviewed and came from different 

contexts were equally concerned with the level of policing and the control of 

the military in some parts of the city. From the sample of respondents in this 

study, there was not a single one who expressed, implicitly or explicitly, a 

different opinion about this topic. Such opinions went contrary to those 

expressed in the Brazilian media, in particular O Globo, which supported the 

view that the police in Brazil were defending the city during the height of the 

protests that took place in 2015 (Bailey et al., 2017, p. 77). 

 

The local discursive imaginaries of these participants ahead of the 2016 

Olympic Games were based on their past experiences – in this case, arguably 

rooted in their own experiences of past mega-events such as the World Cup 

and Confederations Cup. Yet, these imaginaries equally offer them a 

discursive apparatus for expressing their views and sense of citizenship in the 

seemingly unequal city of Rio de Janeiro. Such imaginaries are significant 

expressions of their engagement with society. The next sub-section provides 

examples of how the participants’ imaginaries are a potential tool and means 

of expression for political engagement and participation within society.  
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Imagining participation and engagement with the Games 

This section is still very much linked to Jovencivic and the idea of a mnemonic 

imagination, as it explains and gives examples of how the participants’ 

imaginaries and their subsequent narratives are contemplated as significant 

engagements with their society. The data emerging from the discourse 

analysis and the coding process from the sample reveal a rather active 

engagement with and interest in societal problems, despite the different 

interests of the participants. This corroborates the idea of young people as 

politically interested and not apathetic when it comes to their duties as citizens 

(Loader et al., 2014). Yet, this also shows that engagement and civic 

participation are diverse and not homogeneous. The Olympic Games provide 

a springboard to make sense of the different understandings of political 

engagement and issues that are pointed out by these young citizens as relevant 

to their local or national contexts. Two codes stood out from this analysis. The 

first code refers to the idea of political engagement in general terms; the second 

is linked to the idea of sports as a means of expressing how young Brazilians 

view certain aspects of their society in the context of the city of Rio de Janeiro.  

 

Political engagement  

A substantial amount of the discussion on the imaginaries of Rio de Janeiro 

was related to the economic and political situation of the country. In other 

words, the discussions explored how the political context during the period 

directly prior to the 2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympic Games was, to a large extent, 
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instrumental in shaping the youth political sphere, as well as its discourses, 

and identities. This was a notable difference, when compared to the UK 

context (See Chapter 9). During my first fieldwork in Brazil in 2015, the 

country was undergoing a serious political crisis. There was an apparent 

scandal involving various politicians in the country’s state oil company 

Petrobras. As a consequence, the federal court accused President Dilma 

Rousseff of corruption, thus resulting in an outcry for her impeachment, which 

triggered many protest movements across the country. Before that, in 2013, a 

wave of political demonstrations took to the streets in what was considered 

the largest and most important protest movement in a generation (Saad-Filho, 

2013, p. 657). Predominantly led by teenagers who took advantage of the 

spread of social media, the 2013 movements were manifold. They focused on 

a wide range of demands, from health and public service provisions to 

concerns about state corruption and other matters of political life. The 

demands and dissatisfaction of the population were, by and large, described 

as being symptomatic of the social malaise associated with neoliberalism, the 

power of the right-wing media, the limitations of the federal administrations 

led by the Workers’ Party (PT), the rapid growth of expectations in a dynamic 

country, and the atrophy of traditional forms of social representation (ibid., 

pp. 657–658).  

 

In some parts of the country, like Rio de Janeiro, the motives behind such 

protests were driven by more specific reasons. One of them was the idea of 
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hosting the World Cup in Brazil, which drew attention to some inhabitants 

who criticised the costs involved in the refurbishment of the Maracanã 

stadium, the lack of investment in the health and education sectors by the 

government, and the relocation of people for the sake of such events: 

 

Carrying banners declaring “Na Copa vai ter luta” (The Cup will have 

protests), appeals for a general strike, and claims that the cost of 

refurbishing the Maracanã stadium could pay for 200 schools, the 

demonstrators rallied with striking workers in the broadest show of 

dissent in several months. Many of those present cited the proximity of 

the tournament and the global media attention it brings as a driver for 

their actions: “The world is looking to Brazil, and we are showing that 

the World Cup doesn’t represent us”, said Felipe Mesquita, a history 

student at the Fluminense Federal University. “I like football. I like the 

national team, but we also have to think about what the World Cup 

means. We shouldn’t accept all the bad things that go with it, such as 

forced relocations and the limits on rights to protest and strike” (BBC, 

2014, n.p.). 

 

These passages resonate with some of the participants’ discourses regarding 

their imaginaries and expectations of the Olympic Games. Although sports, in 

particular football, have always played an important part in Brazilian national 

and cultural identity, the introduction of globalised mega sporting events, like 
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the World Cup (2014) and the Olympics (2016), appeared to challenge such a 

preconceived image. Simply put, other important aspects of Brazilian society 

and its national identity emerged as equally relevant yet perhaps overlooked, 

for the sake of sporting events and national exposure. It is therefore important 

to address these aspects.  

 

To this end, the diverse sample of young people in this study appeared to be 

deeply engaged with their societal problems, in a fashion that Arendt (1958) 

claims to be key to public life and to an active public sphere in developing 

democratic societies. Examples of this engagement are evident when I asked 

participants to think about what they would do differently if they were part of 

a youth committee responsible for the organisation of the Games. Part of the 

discursive imaginaries suggested that a thorough consultation with the youth 

population in relation to the planning was lacking, and therefore was needed 

prior to the event. Although this point connects to the previous argument 

about representation and the fact that the Games appeared to be used to 

present a certain version of the country, very different than the lived realities 

of many young Brazilians, there are still other aspects that could be improved 

ahead of the Games. Catarina, below, explains what she would do differently 

if she had the opportunity to contribute to the way the Games are organised 

and planned: 
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First of all, I think I would start doing proper promotion and awareness 

of the games. This is before the Games. Proper divulgation. For example, 

to decide which stadium, location, where people wanted to be hosted. 

For example, the favelas, this is a place that is always associated with 

poor people and therefore it needs more development. I would do it 

closer to the poorest areas. I would go and talk to people, to ask their 

opinion about what should be done, what they think, what is possible 

and not possible, what prices they think would be fair for tickets. For 

example young students should pay way less than other people 

(Catarina, Rio de Janeiro, 13rd March 2015, Youth Community J). 

 

Catarina belongs to Youth Community Centre J, which is a community 

centre/Youth club in Niteroi (part of the Rio de Janeiro district), dedicated to 

promoting engagement with technologies and active youth participation in 

society through online platforms and media literacy. Being part of this group, 

it is not a surprise that she shares similar views with her colleagues, given the 

context of the area and the neighbourhoods in which the participants live. 

Most of them are inhabitants of the nearby favelas and attend this community 

centre in their spare time. A significant amount of the comments about 

inequality, access to the Games and the lack of engagement with the event 

comes from members of this youth club. As previously inferred, location and 

social context appear to be determinants when it comes to imagining other 
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methods of engagement and gaining different understandings of the country’s 

political situation.  

 

For Catarina, who lives in a favela, consultation with the location population 

is something that she would certainly do if she was part of a youth community 

that organises the Olympics. She proposes that students across different 

backgrounds should pay less to attend the Games. In fact, this is an idea that 

is also shared by other participants from different walk of lives. 

Yet, expressions of political awareness and engagement with the city or society 

come up in different ways, often beyond the local context of these citizens. One 

of the aspects that establishes a correlation between a sense of civic duty and 

awareness of the political situation is the way some young people envisage the 

Games. For Sara, (see below), the Olympics could be an opportunity for 

political change: 

 

This is an opportunity for them to try to improve, but whether they will 

achieve that or not, I don’t know. There will be a chance to improve the 

country but we need to wait and see. Whom that depends on? The 

President. Ah, but in that case it should be another Getulio Vargas53. Yes, 

he would probably be better, at least from the way history talks about 

him (Sara, Rio de Janeiro, 23rd March, 2015, School H). 

!
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When Sara imagines the 2016 Olympic Games, she sees the event as an 

opportunity to change things for the better. By “things” she implies Brazil. She 

also feels that such changes depend greatly on the current President. The use 

of pronouns “they” and “them” is often deployed to refer to the Government 

and the President of Brazil. In this case, however, Sara draws on the history of 

the country to suggest that Getulio Vargas (a former Brazilian president in the 

1930s and 1940s) would be the ideal President to implement new changes. In 

fact, Vargas is still relatively popular in Brazil and known as the President of 

the poor in light of his implementation of many changes during his two 

mandate periods. Such changes included a shift from a rural to a more 

industrial Brazil (Dulles, 2012). Although Vargas’s presidential era was 

marked by a dictatorial regime, he was also remembered for enacting various 

workers’ rights, such as the right to the minimum salary and to paid holidays. 

Hence, he was considered by many people to be the “father of the poor” and 

as a progressive president who made positive changes in the country. 

  

Sara shows awareness of the history of her country by taking an active interest 

in politics. This level of engagement is also visible when participants connect 

their imaginaries to the current situation of the country. Alternative political 

participation, like this type, is growing amongst the youth in ways that may 

not be perceived as traditionally recognised but nevertheless is still legitimised 

within their own conception of youth citizenship (Buckingham , 1999; O’ Toole 
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et al., 2003; Banaji and Buckingham, 2009; Jenkins, 2011, 2014). Some of the 

young participants’ repertoires surrounding the topics such as protest 

movements, representations, social disparities and social projects suggest 

existing ways of seeking alternative types of civic engagement. In other words, 

by relying on past events, local experiences and the present situation of the 

country and the city, some participants expressed their views about the 

current political situation. 

 

As mentioned before, at the time this thesis’s empirical work was undertaken, 

Brazil was undergoing a series of protest movements connected to economic 

and political instability. Some of these expressions were deeply connected to 

previous experiences, in particular the FIFA World Cup, which happened in 

2014, a year before the fieldwork commenced. However, most participants 

were equally conscious that such events were just the tip of the iceberg that 

prompted a large part of the population to go into the streets and protest: 

 

There is a lot of uncertainty. Since the World Cup, there is a wider gap 

between people, they are angry with something, and that’s a fact, but this 

is no longer like the World Cup, like the left against the right. Right now, 

people are separating but the Olympic Games doesn’t have the same 

impact and power as the World Cup and maybe it doesn’t have the same 

emotional value but there will be people sitting at home watching and 

thinking that it’s all wonderful; another part of the population will go to 
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the streets protesting against the Olympics. So, people are taking 

different sides but I know they are upset with this event. (Joana, Rio de 

Janeiro, 17th March, 2015, School K). 

 

[…] I think people are still feeling things, the elections were hard and that 

has divided the country. It showed that Brazil is divided. The problem 

were the elections, because until then people were mobilised together for 

the same cause, and now things are contradictory. First everyone wanted 

the bus fares to be lower but the problem is that then people started to 

complain about different things. […] When we face this about politics 

and the candidates do not have enough time for themselves to present 

their views, it causes a lot of controversy and problems (Sofia, Rio de 

Janeiro, 17th March, 2015, School K). 

 

Both Joana and Sofia share the view that the protest movements are 

symptomatic of something bigger than just the recent mega-events that took 

place in the city. Both of them draw attention to the fact that such protest 

movements are no longer organised in the same way as they used to be in the 

past. While, on the one hand, people seem to have different reasons to go out 

and protest, on the other hand the population appears to be divided when it 

protests. This is a reminder of the divisions in Brazilian society, which are 

rooted in social and economic interests. Yet, these types of protests do not go 

unnoticed in the media and among the international community. For João and 
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Catarina (see below), the recent protests are symptomatic of a serious period 

in Brazil and, to a large extent, Brazilian people’s shifting perspective on their 

own society. Although they touch upon different elements related to the 

movements, they reflect upon Brazilian society, which they perceive as 

transforming and moving towards alternative ways of engagement: 

 

Since dictatorship and the military state, we haven’t seen or witnessed a 

period like this one with more protest movements, and this is coming 

back now as a reflection of how we perceive our societies (João, Rio de 

Janeiro, 19th March, 2015, Individual Participant). 

[…] I think people should study history in the first place, and understand 

their context but also the history outside of Brazil, because we have a 

very recent history and we don’t have real cases of revolution here in 

Brazil to rely on. Revolution is to change. And, we don’t have to call the 

others vandals when they are just doing that or protesting to make things 

better. Revolution doesn’t exist only on paper, or signed posters. The 

problem is that people don’t understand that so, if you sit and wait for 

things to fall or to happen by themselves nothing will happen, you know. 

If you don’t want segregation you go there and end it, somehow; I am 

not saying you have to kill someone but you have to act directly. People 

think that revindication is enough. And I saw how the media does it by 

saying, “you are vandals, you are vandals” because you are destroying 

public heritage. Fuck it, for whom and for what purpose [do] these things 



!

!

!

''%!

exist? I am a bit disappointed with protest movements because people 

don’t study history (Carla, Rio de Janeiro, 26th March 2015, School G). 

 

While João sees these movements as revealing of people’s frustration with the 

current situation in the country, Carla goes further and contends that these 

protests have been criticised by some media outlets and other elements in 

Brazilian society as being violent, when according to her they are far from that. 

She is very critical of how the protests are currently organised and conducted 

in Brazil and the lack of a deeper understanding around these mobilisations, 

as part of an oppressed system (Freire, 1998). According to her, further action 

is required beyond what she calls “revindication”. She draws on the history of 

the country to explain that, in her view, people in Brazil do not understand the 

meaning of a revolution, unlike in other countries. This enactment from Carla 

reveals a strong transnational understanding and awareness of alternative 

forms of protest. 

 

Representation is another key element identified throughout the participants’ 

narratives on their imaginaries of political engagement and citizenship. As 

pointed out earlier, the civil protests in Brazil around the time of this fieldwork 

were not seen as mobilised in a harmonised way. Accordingly, different 

groups who took to the streets appeared to have different agendas despite the 

general discontentment of the population. For Sofia (see excerpt above), the 

reasons behind these mobilisations were manifold and thus not structured in 
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an organic format. The population’s reaction to the increase in bus fares 

prompted different reasons for people to go out and protest. In connection to 

this point, some of the participants envisaged the Olympic Games as 

representing the nation and citizens in a homogenous manner, rather than 

considering the diversity of interests and differences amongst the Brazilian 

population. Such views are claimed as stemming from past experiences they 

had of the World Cup, which they drew upon to highlight aspects of the 

national portrayal, in which they did not feel represented. The following 

discussion illustrates how young people criticised previous events, like the 

World Cup, on the basis that they were not representative of Brazilian identity. 

Moreover, it shows how these mega-events can be used to facilitate the 

discussion about cultural aspects embedded in Brazilian society, such as 

popular culture and representations:  

 

P - […] I see very little participation in Brazil. For example, who said that 

people like Claudia Leitte54 should sing in the opening ceremony of the 

World Cup? If I ask people in this room a lot will say that they don’t like 

her. Well, what does that represent? It doesn’t represent me, I am not 

represented there… It’s like when they replaced two black TV presenters 

with two white ones. It’s an event done for us but not by us. But at the 

!
54 Claudia Leitte is a famous Brazilian singer and TV personality. Along with other 
international singers (such as Jenifer Lopez), she recorded the official song of the 2014 World 
Cup titled “ We are One Ole, Ola) 
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same time it’s also not done for the “gringo”, because they didn’t think 

about the “gringo” when they put Claudia Leitte [on the stage]. 

R - So what do you think they are trying to do and who are they are trying 

to please? The masses?  

P- I think they are trying to please the “panelas”. In Brazil the system is 

about “panelas”. Everything in life is “panela” or it’s for the “panela”. 

Like we are talking about alternative sports, bicycle or skate “panela” we 

talk about another sport, “panela”. Who does that type of sport? Not me. 

There is no visibility and sharing these things, repassing it to others. It’s 

always for the “panela”. (Patricia, Rio de Janeiro, 17th March, 2015, School 

K). 

 

Patricia is of the opinion that events like the World Cup and the Olympic 

Games are aimed only at part of the population, particularly at those that she 

describes as the “panelas”, meaning a group of privileged people. Her 

statement implies something else beyond the structural dimension and 

planning of mega-events. The examples offered by these young participants 

represent underlying issues regarding representation, deeply embedded in 

Brazilian society. As a young person from a more underprivileged working-

class context, Patricia's views are indicative of her own position as a Brazilian 

citizen and a carioca inhabitant. However she points out something that is more 

complex than the simple fact of choosing singer Claudia Leitte for the opening 

ceremonies of the World Cup or the idea of the “panelas” as the main target 
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of the population. She views political and cultural representation in Brazil as 

something that is not representative of the entire population but rather 

hegemonic and partial. 

 

During the focus groups and individual interviews, political engagement 

appeared as something that participants saw as connected to social projects 

across the city of Rio de Janeiro and aimed at the younger population. While 

such social projects were perceived, to a certain degree, as an outlet for 

participating in society at various levels, the view was that most of these 

initiatives lacked continuity. Although the following statements from 

participants appear to address young people as a homogenous group, they 

stress the problems identified by these participants when it comes to social 

projects and engagement with society: 

 

I also see a fault in the system linked to the government, especially with 

these events’ policies in terms of sports inclusion, which is important, 

and in this case sports help us and so on but what we need is continuity 

and that doesn’t exist. So, my problem with the Olympic Games when 

you have loads of “gringos” watching these sports, I would not make any 

effort to watch any of these expensive sports and also I would not make 

an effort because it’s not my universe. But I know that there are some 

people who want and would like to watch and cannot watch in the 

stadium because it’s a bigger question. I think it’s lacking inclusion and 
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at the same time when young people are included in anything, like a 

programme, s/he does not have an opportunity to explore and go deeper 

into that initiative; this is given to him/her just to say that they have 

given something to young people. And young people don’t grow, they 

only get a diploma, certificate, and in sports here in Brazil it’s very much 

on the basis of sponsorship, so it’s impossible to do that alone (Amanda, 

Rio de Janeiro, 17th March 2015, School K). 

 

P - How many young people in those favelas are in fact part of those 

programmes? What scares me is not the amount of social projects. Social 

projects are abundant in all favelas; what scares me is that you have these 

social projects that don’t change a thing. Mare55 is a big thing; it’s a 

territory, man, they start in point 9 and [it] goes to 6 but before there’s 

loads of NGOs, from Av Brazil. Inside the Nova Holanda there is a bunch 

of NGOs, in downtown there’s more the ULELE, for children who are 

targets of violence. Then the older favelas also have social projects, but 

you never know how feasible they are, if people are coming back, if they 

are going to complete the programmes, etc. There’s a lot of money 

involved and these projects often don’t really involve people from the 

communities, it’s more for leadership and to show off, like you are going 

to learn photography but this is more for the person who is teaching 

photography to have the kudos and he/she is always going to take 

!
**!Maré is the name of a neighbourhood and a conglomerate of favelas situated in North Zone 
of Rio de Janeiro, where some of the participants in this study lived.!
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advantage of it. These things don’t really make a difference and mobilise 

people. They bring hope but the end result isn’t great. There were already 

so many professional programmes, like cookery, IT etc. This makes 

people excited but it’s more like a business. It’s a trend.  

R - But don’t you think these things are beneficial for the local 

community, to a certain extent? 

P - I think people benefit from it to a certain point but to what extent is 

this really going to influence that young person? This is a very delicate 

role and a lot of young people/children who you work with in these 

projects feel extremely frustrated when you finish the project because 

there isn’t any continuity and connection with the project. You know, 

these things serve for nothing, so I see little mobilisation to change this. 

(Pedro, 25th March 2015, School K). 

 

The group of participants from School K (see Appendix 8) stand out as being 

very critical of and outspoken about specific topics such as representation, the 

UPPs, and the social projects in Rio de Janeiro. These expressions could be 

explained given their location, as some of them live in contexts where they 

experienced first-hand some of these issues. Additionally, the school that they 

attend (School K) is one that promotes critical thinking, training, and research 

about young people’s relationship with the city. As a result, they are often 

encouraged to do collective projects and cultural products, which makes them 

more involved in and observant of the city as a political and cultural space.  
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The various existing social projects aimed at the younger population are 

viewed by these two participants, Amanda and Pedro, as initiatives that do 

not always ensure continuity. Once more, they suggest that topics such as 

representation but also legacy and political engagement are important to 

young people but are not explored in great detail. While trying to imagine the 

Olympic Games ahead of the event, the participants establish connections 

between some of their past experiences with other events involving sports and 

the role of social projects. Pedro explains that social projects became a “trend” 

in the city, whereby the ultimate goal and benefit was not for the youth but 

rather for those who deliver the projects: for their “kudos”. The majority of 

these social programmes are connected to the city and events that take place 

locally, such as but not exclusively sports. In the case of Brazil, for example, 

some of the participants contest the idea of football as the most common and 

popular sport across the spectrum (see the next sub-heading). Nevertheless, 

sport, in general terms, is a very important concept linked to the legacy of the 

Olympic Games and one that is connected to national identity at many levels 

(Tomlinson and Young, 2006; Smith and Porter, 2013). The following part 

explains in more detail some of the participants’ views about sports within 

their context and based on their expectations of the Games. 

 

Sports 
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Sports came up as a topic of conversation along with very interesting 

approaches and views from the young participants. Most of these 

conversations touched upon the practice of certain sports as opposed to others 

and its relationship with class and national identity. In this specific context, 

and contrary to other participants’ views (see pages 285-291), football was 

described as a very important sport in Brazil, particularly for the less 

economically privileged classes. It requires little equipment and, as Ricard 

emphasises, it remains the most popular sport in Brazil because:  

[…] there aren’t spaces and time for classes to teach other sports, there 

are no professors to teach it either and there isn’t material for some of 

these classes available too (Ricardo, Rio de Janeiro, 20th March, 2015, 

Individual Interview). 

 

By “these classes” Ricardo implies the sports that he watches in the Olympic 

Games but that are often considered by many as elite sports available only to 

a segment of the population. Such sports are not viewed as being part of the 

education system, either because there is no material available or teachers 

prepared to teach them. 

 

In the same vein, and also related to the Olympic Games, Bruno reinforces the 

idea of football as a sport that seems to be more accessible to everyone in Brazil 

given its popularity. He connects this to the idea of the population in Brazil 
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being more interested in football rather than other sports that are presented in 

the Olympics and perceived as not being very nationalist or patriotic: 

 

Yeah, Brazilian people like football a lot, so maybe that’s why…if you 

compare with the World Cup the Olympic Games is a small event, 

because every Brazilian likes football. We have football everywhere, in 

school, etc. So football is more accessible for you. Yeah, I’d like to watch 

a game but there are sports that people won’t have any interest in 

because the reality is different. If, for example, there was basketball in 

school, people would be more interested in basketball. It’s like football 

every Brazilian likes it and we had along the history of Brazil very good 

football players and these Games are more nationalist and Brazilian 

people aren’t very nationalist. Brazilian people are not very patriotic, no 

they are not. No, we in fact sometimes feel ashamed of the nation (Bruno, 

Rio de Janeiro, 20th March, 2015, School H). 

 

Sport, more specifically football, is a topic that served as a theme of discussion 

about national identity, from different perspectives. In fact, other participants 

have equally manifested their views in relation to the stereotypes created 

about football in Brazil, by claiming that football is not as democratic as people 

might think (see pages xx). Ricardo’s views are instead fixated on the idea of 

football as a preferred sport watched by many in Brazil, which he justifies by 

the population’s lack of interest in watching other sports in the Olympics. As 
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a result, he thinks that Brazilian people are not patriotic or nationalist (two 

terms that he used interchangeably in his discourse) by revealing a feeling of 

shame.  

 

The connection established between sports and national or local identity 

depended greatly on the participants’ specific context and past experiences. 

An example of such a relationship is the data collected from Youth Club I (see 

Appendix 8), which is heavily focused on the practice of volleyball and other 

sports. Located in the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro, this youth club is comprised 

of young people mainly from the favelas who wish to be involved in the 

practice of sports and other leisure activities. The founder of Youth Club I was 

a badminton player with a strong interest in the sport. Hence, badminton is 

one of the many activities promoted in this Youth Club, with the aim of 

promoting well-being and social engagement amongst the young inhabitants 

of this area of Rio de Janeiro.  
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Figure 41 - Mind map alluding to badminton (João, Rio de Janeiro, 16th March, 2015, 
Youth Club I) 

!

 
Figure 42 - Mind map alluding to badminton (Carlos, Rio de Janeiro, 16th March, 
2015, Youth Club I) 
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Figure 43 - Mind map alluding to swimming (Sofia, Rio de Janeiro, 16th March, 2015, 
Youth Club I) 

!
The above three drawings support the idea that not only participants’ places 

and memories are interconnected but equally that they play a significant role 

in how their identities are formed and shaped (Jones and Garde-Hansen, 

2012). Furthermore, the social projects in which these participants were 

involved are seen to have an impact upon how they imagine and negotiate 

their “becoming” identities, which are embedded in the social and community 

context. In fact, when prompted to imagine what they would change if they 

were part of a youth committee for the Olympic Games, the majority of 

participants from this Youth Club referred to volleyball or badminton as 

practices that could be utilised as the basis for social projects in their local 

youth clubs (Giulianotti, 2011):  

…I would start a social activity, like badminton, a project for all people, 

but something with a future. Something like this badminton project, at 
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the beginning was invisible and then it transformed itself and it is well 

known (Katia, Rio de Janeiro, 16th March, 2015, Youth Club I) 

 

In addition to space and memory, the media played a role in how some of the 

ideas brought up by these young people are recreated in the light of the 

Olympic Games. In the following section, I address this point separately, 

bearing in mind that mediated and personal, first-hand experiences are 

difficult to separate during the analysis of young people’s imaginaries of the 

Olympic Games. 

 

7.2 CONCLUDING REMARKS 

This chapter followed the same structure as Chapter 5 by drawing on the new 

framework of Jovencivic to explore young people’s sense of identity and 

citizenship values. However, rather than exclusively analysing youth 

memories in relation to the Olympic Games, in this chapter I discussed the 

imaginary discursive expressions of Rio de Janeiro participants ahead of the 

2016 Olympic Games. Similar to the London case study, a discursive space is 

advanced and elevated whereby young participants from Rio de Janeiro are 

able to put forward their views and ideas about the Games.  

 

The data obtained from the participants are situated and contextualised within 

very specific spatial, local and economic circumstances, which in turn provide 

a multiplicity of voices and views on the city, the country and sometimes the 
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world. Some of the discursive elements that stand out across the groups are 

the World Cup and FIFA Confederation events that took place in Brazil before 

the Olympics. Such events played an important role in the participants’ views 

of the Olympic Games and their own settings. Hence, past experiences, either 

first or mediated, based on previous events are viewed as key for making sense 

of the different youth imaginaries. As a result, memory and imagination are 

viewed as working in tandem and, most of the time, as inseparable 

performances (Keightley and Pickering, 2002; Garde-Hansen, 2011), providing 

an important tool to make sense of participants’ sense of identity and 

belonging.  

 

Furthermore, while discoursing upon their imaginaries of the Olympics, 

participants shifted towards other topics more related to how they envisaged 

and made sense of their city and country. Even though it is difficult to 

dissociate the personal, first-hand experiences and imaginaries from the 

mediated ones, the chapter was purposely divided into sections for sake of 

clarity. Therefore, section 7.1 discussed the findings concerning national, local 

and transnational identity, without specifically mentioning the significance of 

the media in such enactments. Different points can be inferred from this 

section. The first relates to Brazilians’ idea and sense of national identity in 

comparison with what and how “others” view Brazil. Even though some 

participants imagine the Games as an event that could be used to unite people 

and countries, others appear to be more concerned with the image of Brazil 
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beyond borders. By referring to how “others” perceive Brazil, participants 

displayed concerns around what the media often tend to portray about the 

country. For them, some of these views are distorted and far from represent 

the reality of Brazil. This point is elaborated on by the participants who explain 

that sometimes the government’s plans for the Games tend to promote a 

positive image of Brazil, which is not authentic. The view of Brazil as a “país 

tropical” (tropical country), alluding to an exotic country that seeks to attract 

tourists, or the idea that Brazil is all about Carnival, beaches, football and 

bums, as one participant put it, are just some examples brought up that express 

concerns over how their country is perceived by others. In fact, the reality is 

very different from these representations. Thus, various stereotypes are 

identified in connection with the image of Brazil, which the participants 

contest in this study.  

 

The second point focuses on the discussion of national brands and sponsorship 

in light of the Olympics. This topic comes up as part of participants’ 

imaginaries, yet is once again based on their previous experiences of the World 

Cup and other mega-events. A strong sense of national identity is entrenched 

in such discussions, whereby some of the participants advocate for national 

rather than international brands. This is justified as the need to promote what 

is national and arguably of a better quality, rather than international products. 

Yet, participants also criticise the fact that international brands are sometimes 
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preferred over national ones. There is also a wide awareness of the Olympic 

sponsorships and the impact some sponsors have on the population in general. 

 

In the third point, significant local and national expressions of identity emerge 

as interwoven and undissociated. Given that the empirical work is focused on 

the city of Rio de Janeiro, a substantial amount of the data relates to how these 

young inhabitants see the city and envisage the Games. To that end, 

participants’ imaginaries are intrinsically liked to past experiences, 

particularly regarding the impact that the World Cup had on their lives and 

local settings. The mnemonic imagination (Keightley and Pickering, 2012) is 

present in some of these discourses as participants narrate their views about 

the Olympics based on previous recollections from, for example, the World 

Cup. Crime, corruption, and disengagement with the Games are just some of 

the topics that surface as part of their previous experiences.  

 

The fourth point is connected more specifically with a perceived lack of 

engagement with the Games. Supported by their first-hand and mediated 

imaginaries, young participants voice different views that reflect on the 

political and economic situation of the country. The narratives reveal, by and 

large, a preoccupation with the political situation of the country as a result of 

their engagement with the Olympic Games. Class structure, as well as the 

socio-economic circumstances of some of these young people are brought up 

as important elements for them to be further engaged with in the planning of 
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events like the Olympics. While imagining their involvement with the Games, 

participants put forward some ideas that they would like to see happening, 

such as the opportunity for Governments to rethink some of its policies for 

citizens (Pierce et al., 2010). Sport is equally viewed by many of the 

participants as a good topic for expressing national identity. Linked to 

participants’ own social and local contexts, the practice of specific sports 

serves to illustrate the participants’ own expressions of local and national 

identity. For example, while some see football as a popular sport in Brazil, 

others contest this idea by stressing how certain stereotypes are created 

around this sport in Brazil, both nationally and internationally. In fact, football 

is seen by some as elitist when compared to other emerging sports like rugby.  

Finally, section 7.2 provided an account of the participants’ imaginaries by 

establishing links with the media discourse disseminated around the same 

time. Similar to the London context, the purpose of such an analytical exercise 

was to investigate the role of the media in youth discourses about citizenship 

values and civic engagement. Even though not all points from the Brazilian 

media analysis are explicitly expressed in the participants’ rhetoric, a 

connection between the topics identified in Chapter 4 and some of the 

enactments is visible in this part of the empirical work. To that end, 

participants’ views and discourses are claimed as partially influenced and 

conditioned by the media content disseminated around the same time, which 

ultimately proves to be a significant apparatus for youth perceptions, 

constructions and interactions with the world (Berger and Luckmann, 1996). 
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In conclusion, this chapter demonstrated how the youth imaginaries, either 

first-hand or mediated, regarding the event of the Olympic Games, are an 

important mechanism to make sense of their own identity and civic 

engagement with the world. By prompting them to talk about their 

imaginaries of the Olympics, participants went back and forth in their 

experiences, which ultimately shaped their ways of seeing the world. Such 

imaginaries are not similar and the richness of the data offers a diverse pool of 

opinions and interpretations based on each participant’s social, economic and 

spatial circumstances.  

 

 

!  
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CHAPTER 8. MEDIATED IMAGINARIES OF THE 

RIO 2016 OLYMPICS 
 

Similar to the media analysis conducted with the front pages of the British 

newspapers, this section explores the media element of the Jovencivic 

framework and extends the points addressed in Chapter 4. It concentrates on 

the media analysis of two Brazilian newspapers – O Globo and Extra – in the 

two weeks ahead of the fieldwork in Rio de Janeiro. The purpose is to establish 

connections between the participants’ imaginaries of the Games and the media 

‘mood’ in that time frame. Such analysis includes situating the dynamic 

processes through which the past is brought into the present via the role of the 

media as a second-hand experience. What is argued in this part of the analysis 

is that such dynamics are implicated in the different ways participants make 

sense of their society and how they imagine the 2016 Olympic Games.  

 

Four themes emerged from the analysis of the front pages of the Brazilian 

newspapers O Globo and Extra: the political situation of the country; the 

economic situation of the country; corruption; and Rio de Janeiro's 

transformation and anniversary. 

 

1.! The political situation of the country 

Although the multiple references to Lava-Jato (Car Wash) and Petrobras 

cases/scandals in Brazil identified on the newspapers’ front pages were not 
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immediately visible in the participants’ data, the political situation of the 

country was nonetheless a prominent topic of discussion and debate during 

this part of the fieldwork. In addition to their first-hand experiences, the media 

(national media) also played an important role in the dissemination of 

information about the political situation of the country. Mediated experiences 

were therefore intertwined with personal and first-hand ones. News stories 

about the government and the corruption scandals emerging at the same time 

as the interviews were elevated in the participants’ discourses. These included 

topics about President Dilma, the current government, and the protest 

movements taking place in the country and the city of Rio de Janeiro. 

Participants’ views, such as the ones below, reveal negative feelings about the 

Games, particularly while imagining the event along with the current situation 

of the country. For instance, with regard to patriotic feelings, Josefine is of the 

opinion that the current situation in the country is not conducive to making 

people feel patriotic and in favour of the Games. She draws upon a recent 

episode in which various TV presenters from other countries apparently 

mocked Brazil and President Dilma. For this young participant, this is 

symptomatic of Brazilians’ lack of patriotism. Subsequently, she thinks that 

the ways citizens imagine the Games are connected to their level of satisfaction 

with the government: 

[…] last time Dilma spoke on TV we felt that other countries saw it as a 

joke. I saw this on the media, various TV presenters making fun of our 

country. The country could be better but because of governments things 
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aren’t better. Yeah, I think we are somewhat patriotic but one thing is the 

country and another is the government. We are very unhappy with the 

government (Josefine, Rio de Janeiro, 23rd March 2015, School H). 

 
In a similar vein, the protest movements taking place across the country and 

in the city of Rio de Janeiro were brought up as part of participants’ 

imaginaries, linked to the country’s political instability and people’s 

dissatisfaction with the overall situation. This topic is highlighted on the 

newspapers’ front pages along with references to the relationship between 

Dilma and the rest of the government. Specifically, the headlines refer to the 

protests taking place in the streets as a response to the country’s instability, 

which was triggered, to a large extent, by the current political crisis. Even 

though the participants did not present any evidence of having taken part in 

these protest movements, their views suggest they were aware of what caused 

such movements and the different reasons as to why people were protesting. 

Antonio, from school L, refers to the extent to which the country is divided. 

According to him, there were different reasons for people to go out and 

protest. Some were in favour of Dilma and the current government and others 

against it, which is revealing of a division in public opinion and citizens’ 

reactions towards the political situation. Ultimately, this also impacted upon 

how citizens perceived and saw the Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro: 

 
[…] It’s the whole political system, made of people who are involved. I 

don’t know if you are aware but there was a protest movement last week 
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here, where they started talking about impeachment…Thursday was pro 

Dilma; half of the population want impeachment, others don’t. The 

country is very divided. The elections were very divided. What does that 

mean? To summarise, this means chaos. Because half of the country 

support the government and the other half doesn’t, so you can’t get a 

consensus and the country is divided. To have a country, you need a 

pacified country, unified by dialogue; but half of the country thinks this 

government is wrong (Antonio, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March, 2015, School 

L). 

 

The level of uncertainty triggered by the political situation in addition to 

participants’ past memories of, for example, the World Cup are considered 

meaningful contributions to their youth imaginaries and sense of civic 

engagement. Overall, such discursive imaginaries cannot be dissociated from 

the participants’ media consumption, particularly around the current political 

situation of the country. Joana, from School K, reinforces the idea, previously 

brought up by others, of a country divided by different interests and motives. 

She claims that the divisions became more evident in the aftermath of the 

World Cup, which was the last mega-event that took place in Brazil. Although 

she believes that the Olympic Games might have less emotional value than the 

World Cup, she thinks that there will still be people protesting against the 

Olympics as a result of the situation in the country, including the recent 

elections. 
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While there is a clear correlation between the national media’s dissemination 

of news stories about the political state of the country and the participants’ 

views of the Olympic Games, international news also influenced young 

people’s methods of seeking information about their country. This is 

particularly the case in the current era, which subscribes to a ‘globital memory 

field’ (Reading, 2011, p. 241), whereby the increasing changes in digital 

technology allow citizens across the world to access information that circulates 

and transcends in a mediated flux (Keightley and Schlesinger, 2014). This is 

embodied in the words of Ricardo, who touches upon the protest movements 

based on what he learned from the international news as opposed to from the 

national media: 

 

[…] I have seen news from international newspapers showing the recent 

protests in Brazil. I think young people right now are not so happy as 

they were during the World Cup. I personally didn’t get involved in the 

recent protests. I confess it is something I don’t really like to be involved 

(Ricardo, Rio de Janeiro, 20th March, 2015, individual participant). 

 

Although Ricardo is not keen on getting involved in the protests, he believes 

that young people in Brazil are not as happy as they were during the World 

Cup. Such perceptions are underpinned by an imagined construction of the 

nation, through both mediated and first-hand experiences (Anderson, 2004).  
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The rise in inflation and the heightening gap in Brazil’s class structure are two 

topics brought up on the selected front pages of newspapers, suggesting that 

they contributed to the political instability of the country. Class structure, in 

particular, is mentioned during the interviews and focus groups as a critical 

element of the Brazilian society and one of the reasons – along with the 

economic aspects – for some people to be more involved in the Olympic Games 

than others. These two topics are connected to the following point 2 of the 

media analysis, which specifically concerns the economic situation in the 

country. 

 

2.! The economic situation in the country 

The economic situation of Brazil is mentioned in connection to the previous 

point 1, which described the political context. To that end, the link between 

the media and participants’ narratives of the Games is largely evident in their 

discourses. Similar to Carlos, who thinks that the country is not prepared to 

host the Games for financial reasons, other participants also mentioned 

concerns regarding the economic situation and the increase of costs with the 

Olympic Games. More specifically, the cost of living in this context is 

associated with the urban development undertaken for the purpose of the 

Games. Constructions and works taking place in the city for this purpose are 

some examples the participants highlighted as unnecessary: 
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I think that given the political, social and economic context I feel that we 

are after something we cannot afford to have right now, you know what 

I mean? (Carlos, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March, 2015, School L). 

 

Before with Carnival it [the cost of living] was more controlled and 

normal, but now especially with the works and constructions they are 

making a lot of things that are affecting the environment and things are 

becoming more expensive, so with the mega events things in fact became 

more expensive. A lot more. We are suffering a lot (Pedro, Rio de Janeiro, 

27th March 2015, School L). 

 

The participants claim that real estate speculation is a result of the recent 

mega-events and subsequent developments in the city. While this may be 

brought up in the news as a positive point in light of the city’s 100th 

anniversary (see point 4 of the media analysis, Chapter 4), some participants 

perceived it as something that increases the prices and cost of living in the city. 

Sofia, from School K, brings up this matter while talking about the rise in 

prices and costs of living in Rio de Janeiro.  

 

I think there are many negative points, actually. But what is happening 

(with real estate speculation) and the lifestyle/cost of living in Rio de 

Janeiro is very high. You get to a point when you don’t know what to 

buy because with 100 reais you can’t take much from the supermarket, 
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and the salaries are not high either. And you pay rent in a bad area which 

is still expensive. Imagine living here (in the city centre). My friends who 

live in Europe, when they visit and come back, right now in January one 

of them who was visiting and lives in Germany, another one from 

Barcelona and one from Finland, they realised that things are expensive 

in Brazil. And they asked how much we earn here, which is a shock to 

them. I feel like crying. I come to work here every day but I need to bring 

food from home because there aren’t conditions and if I have lunch 

outside it’s at least 20 reais, minimum. -What could be an advantage to 

some people, like these little stores with food, those that sell food and so 

on. But during the World Cup they were forbidden to sell. They could 

not sell, for example, acaraje near the Maracanã (Sofia, Rio de Janeiro, 17th 

March, 2015, School K). 

 

Also from the same school as Sofia, Joana and Patricia see the local population 

as not benefitting much from the Olympic Games due to the current situation 

of the country. They base their arguments on previous experiences of past 

events, like the World Cup, but also on their personal and mediated views 

regarding space, transportation and cost of living in the city. 

 

I don’t like it, and I see it as a negative thing, for me. For example, we are 

seeing things in a difficult situation, because the estate government is 

gradually not focused on us and it’s more [focused on] others. So, a lot of 
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people are giving up their spaces in Rio so they don’t have to be in this 

situation. Everything has a price here. The question of space, for example, 

you see the number of buses that pass by Penha, which is a 

neighbourhood in the north zone, to the south zone. And that’s 

worrying. They have the right to go back and forth but these things have 

interfered a lot (Joana, Rio de Janeiro 17th March 2015, School K). 

 
From the moment that prices go up, things become expensive for those 

who live here; it’s not fair. You need to think about your people. Things 

are becoming so expensive that it is now expelling people, like the 

supermarkets are pushing people away from buying things. If you don’t 

have money you can’t afford. I live in the city centre, and things have 

changed so much. The centre is turning into a south zone. It’s a scary 

thing, like I used to walk around my street and could see the little shops 

etc. and now when I walk all I see is hotels, hotels, whereas before what 

used to be a bar now is a “lanchonete”56 and this is not for me […]. And 

people can’t afford so they distance themselves. It affects everything, 

social life. Vidigal, for example, is a community with many years of 

existence with people residing there for generations like over 50 or 60 

years and now they are being evicted and leaving the place because there 

are a lot of “gringos” paying loads of money for the houses there. So the 

local people who have been living there for 50 or 60 years have no way 

!
56 Lanchonete is a Portuguese used often in Brazil to denote a small kiosk or restaurant serving 
small meals over the counter. 
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to afford those prices. It’s starting to become expensive because the view 

is amazing … the favelas here in the south, they are on the “morros” so 

it’s a great view. If these changes were taking place at a slower pace, 

maybe people would have time to adapt and contribute to those changes 

in a less traumatic way for them. What happens is that it is very rapid 

and recently things changed and prices went up in a short time, and 

people are trying to adapt, running away, changing schools, all at the 

same time. We can build things together but this way it is very hard to 

survive. We earn less and less and things are getting more and more 

expensive, you know; this is no living condition for us. Water bills go up, 

electricity bills go up, rent goes up, but I’m getting paid the same. What 

can you do? (Patricia, Rio de Janeiro, 17th March 2015, School K). 

 

The above excerpts highlight the idea, already recurrently mentioned by some 

participants, that the Games are not for them (see pages 338, 358). It also 

reveals something more significant in the context of citizenship, by addressing 

the complex and difficult economic situation at a time when the city is 

preparing to host another mega-event. Both Patricia and Joana touch on 

matters linked to the economic, social and spatial inequalities ingrained in the 

city of Rio de Janeiro. Furthermore, these views are, to a certain extent, also 

disseminated by the media, at least on the front pages of the two newspapers 

that were analysed for this purpose. For example, headlines about inflation 

and the cutback of class C consumption were referenced on some of the front 

pages as indicators of the economic instability lived in the country and felt by 
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these participants. The value of the Brazilian currency in connection with the 

Moody’s rating is another point that is arguably linked to participants’ views 

of their purchase power and the idea that things are getting more expensive.  

 

Although the word gentrification is not mentioned by these two participants, 

it is nevertheless implicit in their discourse on house prices and evictions. 

Vidigal and other favelas in the south of the city are referred to as areas that 

were the most affected by such transformations. These topics are not overtly 

mentioned on the newspapers’ front pages; however, point 4 of the media 

analysis focuses on the city’s 450th anniversary and the changes that have taken 

place over the years, including the recent mega-events. Despite striking a 

positive tone in light of the city’s anniversary, the Brazilian newspapers’ front 

pages talk about the various constructions and sites that have changed the city 

over the years. The idea of space is thus stressed here as a critical element that 

forms part of the participants’ identities (Farrugia and Wood, 2017), as well as 

citizenship (Hall et al., 1999), with particular relation to their personal and 

mediated experiences.   

 

3.! Corruption 

Identified as a key theme on the front pages, the topic of corruption does not 

come up explicitly in the participants’ discourse. There are however a couple 

of rhetorical elements that point to an alleged corruption in the country 

without mentioning the Lava Jato (Car Wash) and Petrobras corruption cases 



!

!

!

'*.!

(see pages 202-203 in Chapter 4 for more information). Expressions like the 

one below from Carlos suggest that some citizens, like him, are aware of the 

level of corruption across different sectors of Brazilian society. In this 

particular case, these notions come to the surface during past experiences of 

events, like the World Cup. Similarly, a connection is established between 

these mega-events and the rate of crime and robberies in the city. The 

newspapers mention some of these aspects (the increase in crime) on the same 

pages where the Petrobras and Lava Jato are reported. The Figure below 

(Figure 71) is a mind map created during the focus group from school K, which 

illustrates how Sofia imagines the Olympic Games. Sofia envisages the Games 

as an event that will not benefit the population in general but only the 

“coxinhas”, a term used to describe those who are politically right-wing or 

viewed as posh. In addition to that, she also believes that the Games will bring 

traffic delays, robberies, and more troubles for the population. The drawing 

makes reference to all these aspects in the context of an imaginary that is 

claimed in the theorisations of Jovencivic as already shaped by personal and 

mediated past experiences, namely with the World Cup. As stated on the front 

page of O Globo, on 27 February 2015 (see appendix 4 and Chapter 4, pages 

202-206), scandals and corruption cases taking place in Brazil are viewed as 

potentially having a negative impact on the preparations for the Olympic 

Games. For example, transport disruptions and many construction works 

across the city are seen as potential elements that will affect the population.  
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I think there are some constructions that will probably speed up because 

of the Olympics. The metro. It is complicated; there is a lot of corruption 

and delays in completing the works etc. A lot of the works and building 

for the World Cup were delayed. I think that overall we had a negative 

experience with the World Cup (Carlos, Rio de Janeiro, 27th March 2015, 

Individual Interview). 

 

Figure 44 - Population and coxinha (Sofia, Rio de Janeiro 27th March 2015, School K)!

As a result, the transformations occurring in the city, with specific regards to 

road works and transport links, are stressed as important concerns for some 

of these young people. The following point, from the media analysis, brings 

this up as part of the 450th anniversary of Rio de Janeiro. 

4. Rio de Janeiro’s anniversary and transformation 

The 450th anniversary of Rio de Janeiro is an important event for the city. 

Consequently, this topic takes up a substantial amount of space on the front 
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pages of the newspapers. The tone in the news stories and headlines about the 

city’s anniversary is positive, even though it touches upon the main landmarks 

and urban changes of Rio de Janeiro taking place throughout the centuries. 

The participants did not mention the city’s anniversary per se. However, and 

similar to other situations, they did talk about road constructions and other 

significant changes taking place in the city in preparation for the Olympics. 

These themes are also brought up on the front pages in connection with the 

Games. For example, delays in the excavations of the metro as part of the city’s 

extensions and improvements for the Games, as well as issues with other 

constructions sites and traffic jams in the city were identified on the front 

pages in connection with the city’s 450th anniversary. These are all, to a large 

degree, echoed in some participants’ discourses when they imagine the 

Olympic Games.  

 

8.1 CONCLUDING REMARKS 

 
This chapter discussed the Rio de Janeiro participants’ mediated experiences, 

by establishing a link between the media circulating at the time of this research 

and their imaginaries. Through the Jovencivic framework, it has been possible 

to synthetise the role of the media, memory, and in particular imagination as 

important catalysts for reframing understandings of youth citizenship. 

Specifically, the chapter has applied these understandings in the context of the 

city of Rio de Janeiro, where the 2016 Olympic Games took place.  
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Similar to the analysis conducted in London, this chapter demonstrated that a 

substantial amount of the content disseminated in the Brazilian national 

media, more precisely based on the content of the selected front pages of 

newspapers, was embedded in the participants’ discourses and view of the 

Games. Furthermore, important links were established with the media content 

beyond the topic of the Games. In other words, while the focus was on the 

young participants’ expectations of the 2016 Olympics ahead of the event, a 

large part of their narratives was underpinned by other topics that related to 

societal issues. Through their mediated memories it is possible to understand 

how some of the participants view their society, at a national, local and 

sometimes transnational level.  

!  
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CHAPTER 9. YOUTH CITIZENSHIP ACROSS THE 

NORTH-SOUTH DIVIDE 
 

This chapter brings together key findings from the two case studies selected 

for this thesis (Memories of London 2012 and Imaginaries of Rio de Janeiro 

2016 Olympic Games) as an epilogue, prior to the final conclusion in Chapter 

10. It offers a discussion based on the intersection of data from these two 

globally divided contexts, underpinned by the Jovencivic framework.  

 

9.1 VIEWING YOUTH CITIZENSHIP THROUGH THE MNEMONIC 

IMAGINATION  

!
The framework proposed in this thesis – Jovencivic – considers both the 

mediated and first-hand memories and imaginaries of young people as 

important elements for reconsidering epistemologies of youth citizenship and 

civic engagement with the world. Although each case study draws on specific 

temporal directions (London to look back on and Rio to look forward to the 

Olympics), the discourses presented are often situated as fluid temporal 

enactments that traverse past, present, and future situations. Put simply, the 

concept of the mnemonic imagination (Keightley and Pickering, 2012) appears 

as a fundamental piece of the proposed memory strand within the Jovencivic 

framework and as a significant contribution to youth citizenship and 

development studies across the Global North-South divide (McFarlane, 2006).  
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The study of the role of the Olympic Games in youth citizenship, as 

contextualised within the two global settings presented in this thesis, offers 

new insights into how memory studies can contribute to the existing body of 

scholarship about learning lessons across the North-South divide (McFarlane, 

2006) and to developing new approaches to youth citizenship. Furthermore, 

the concept of the mnemonic imagination reveals, from a theoretical 

perspective, how both memory and the imagination are inseparable players in 

the construction of youth discourses. Regardless of exploring past experiences 

or imaginaries of the Olympic Games, both case studies validate that fact that 

the participants' narratives end up touching upon matters that are considered 

relevant and current for them as part of a socially constructed model of 

participation in society (Beauvais et al., 2001). Such topics are overtly 

entrenched in the socio-economic and cultural backgrounds of each setting, as 

well as their own personal and mediated experiences, by providing a good 

model for policymakers, academics and other entities working on topics about 

youth engagement with the wider public sphere (both from the Global North 

and Global South).  

 

For example, questions about the UK versus England representation in sports 

competitions and national versus local identity performances were brought up 

as critical bones of contention among the London participants (given the 

multicultural context of the city and the country). In Brazil, on the other hand, 

participants appeared to be more concerned about how the country was 
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portrayed from the outside (see pages 270-274). In particular, the Brazilian 

participants highlighted the stereotypes associated with the country and the 

city of Rio de Janeiro (see pages 275-277). The class structure was also elevated 

as a perpetual issue in the case of Brazil with implications for young peoples' 

opportunities to engage with cultural events like the Olympics. In the UK, on 

the other hand, references to better access to Olympic tickets for the younger 

population were mentioned repetitively in some cases, and were not directly 

linked to the class structure but somewhat to capital and purchasing power. 

 

All these points relate, one way or another, to participants' feelings about the 

Olympics, by expressing distinctive ways of belonging and identity 

performances across space and time. These are equally important issues to 

take forward within the broader framework of cultural policy research, 

especially in the context of the Olympic Games Cultural Policy developed by 

each host country (Garcia, 2012).  

 

Enactments of the mnemonic imagination were heightened in the case of Rio 

de Janeiro because of participants' past experiences with other recent events 

such as the World Cup, FIFA Confederations Cup and Carnival. As mentioned 

in the analytical chapters, the participants also highlighted the political 

situation lived in the country at the time of the empirical work. To this end, 

the young Brazilians' recollections and projections about the Olympics were 

subject to the political situation and other past experiences of similar events. 
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Although this was not so much the case with the UK case study, as the 

respondents appeared to be less overtly engaged with the current politics, they 

were, however, very expressive about other political matters such as the use 

of flags and the problematisation of UK nations in their representation at 

sports competitions such as the Olympics.  

 

Given the historical context of each setting, national, local and transnational 

identity performances emerged as specific and significant social legacies of the 

Olympics event. The Jovencivic framework provided, in both cases, an 

inclusive and diverse discursive space for participants' discussions in both 

settings, working as a public sphere in each context. The data collected from 

the two settings were deliberately focused on different times, spaces and 

cultural backgrounds in order to allow for a pluralism of youth voices to 

emerge and to explore the significance of class and socio-economic positions 

within participants' reflections (see appendices 7, 8 and 9). Although the 

London Olympic entities targeted East London as a legitimate area for 

regeneration, the sample from London comprised participants from and 

outside of this area to cover a more comprehensive sample of participants. 

Similarly, in Rio de Janeiro, the data collection process was purposely aimed 

at Rio's different areas and educational contexts to offer the same variety and 

pluralism of views. This resulted in rich, diverse and conflicting narratives and 

perspectives across and within the same cities, underpinned by participants' 

recollections and imaginaries of the Games and subsequent implications as 



!

!

!

'*,!

legacies for the young inhabitants in the same city. Some of these aspects 

related to local, national and transnational matters that appeared to be critical 

for these young citizens. While for some participants from Rio de Janeiro, the 

idea of hosting the Games was perceived as an opportunity to unify people 

from different countries and cultures and was therefore expected to have 

positive legacies, others anticipated this mega-event to heighten the stark 

differences between the rich and the poor, to generate more crime and to 

increase the price of goods. As a result, some of the participants from Rio did 

not imagine the Games as an advantageous event for them, especially those 

who lived in already economically deprived areas. In essence, they expected 

the event to bring more transport chaos and to increase the cost of living (see 

page 356). 

Expressions of discontent about socio-economic issues were less evident in the 

case of London. Nevertheless, similar topics came up from this sample of 

respondents concerning the impact of the Games. For example, many 

participants mentioned the tickets for the Games as an aspect that could have 

been better distributed, especially among the young population.  

 

Other conflicting views related to the role of sports in portraying stereotypes 

and the repercussions at national and transnational levels. Football, for 

example, was problematised in some of these discourses. While for some of 

the youth in Brazil, this type of sport is still perceived as very important, 

particularly those from the less economically privileged classes, other 
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respondents saw football as elitist and less democratic than, say, rugby (see 

the discussion on pages 285-291). The idea that others outside the country 

claimed football as part of Brazilian culture was demystified by some 

respondents, who stated that not everyone could practice this sport for 

political, class-based and economic reasons. Some participants went further 

and described football in Brazil as elitist, highlighting its role in embedding a 

culture of racism and "dirty games" (see page 284). Such contrasting views are 

arguably rooted in the context of participants’ social, economic and spatial 

circumstances and therefore reflect distinctive views about the same topic. In 

this particular case, the idea of football being a popular and inclusive sport in 

Brazil came from participants from privileged backgrounds. One of the 

respondents was from school H, one of the most traditional public schools in 

Brazil and known for the education of famous people such as Presidents. On 

the other hand, the participants from a Youth Club in Niteroi, labelled as 

Youth Community J, who claimed that football was not a bottom-up popular 

sport in Brazil, unlike what people may think, instead claimed that this sport 

was elitist and was becoming less popular than other sports. These contrasting 

views demonstrate that, in fact, place and social background within the same 

city play a key role in how youth engagement and civic participation is 

performed in a complex mosaic of public spheres (Keane, 1995). They also 

relate to theoretical claims around subaltern counter publics and their 

importance for interpreting different identities, interests, and needs (Fraser, 

1990). 



!

!

!

'+.!

 

In the case of the UK, football also came up during the interviews and focus 

groups, yet more along the lines of nationalism and the representation of Team 

GB versus other nations, notably highlighting the importance of flags. In a 

similar vein, the idea of elite sports was brought up by the London 

respondents in connection with the Games. For some respondents, the 2012 

Olympics were remembered as an inclusive event that contested sports 

elitism. In other words, unlike other sports in the UK that the participants 

viewed as elitist, the Games provided what they referred to as an inclusive 

event for people, families, and nations to be united. Overall, the topic of sports, 

associated with the Olympic Games, enabled participants from both settings 

to discourse upon societal matters, such as class structure, stereotypes, access 

and engagement with different layers of society. Moreover, both cases 

provided a deeper awareness of topics that were more relevant at one level, be 

it local or national, than other levels.  

 

Various themes and synergies were identified with regards to the social 

legacies and impact of the Olympics in both settings. These topics and 

discursive memories and imaginaries offered important lessons to be learned 

from across the Global South and Global North divide, and the respective 

cities of Rio de Janeiro and London (McFarlane, 2006). These synergies 

emerged in the topic of gentrification and the impact of the Games, 

particularly at a local urban level. In London, this was evident from the 
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conversations and data emerging from some of the participants living in the 

Eastern area of the city or near the stadium where the 2012 Olympics took 

place. In the case of Rio de Janeiro, the same topic came up, however, from 

different segments of the sampling, in particular from those who were affected 

by the changes taking place in the city, such as the disruption of 

transportation, house evictions, and works taking place in the city for the 

Games.  

 

Similarly, identity, sense of belonging and representation were problematised 

in both contexts, albeit through different discursive means. An important 

trichotomy was identified across the youth memories in London and was 

connected with the "us-we-local" idea in various discourses, especially for 

those young inhabitants born in the UK but of other ethnic or national 

backgrounds and who felt that their sense of belonging involved a constant 

negotiation. To this end, references to "us", as in the discourses of the Somalian 

or Bangladeshi youths, in support of athlete Mo Farah for example, or feeling 

proud regarding the location of the Games, overlapped with the "we" (i.e. the 

UK) and the "local" (i.e. the city of London or any borough, such as Newham, 

for instance). Chapter 5, section 5.1, outlined how, for example, some 

participants from other ethnic backgrounds drew on their memories to talk 

about their feelings and sense of belonging. As they discoursed upon these 

matters, they negotiated their feelings about different identities that are not 
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viewed as fixed but rather fluid and overlapping across time and spaces 

(Keane, 1995; Bauman, 2013).  

 

The imaginaries of respondents from Brazil concerning the 2016 Olympics 

evidenced, as indicated earlier, an evident preoccupation with stereotypes 

about Brazil, not only in terms of sports but also in terms of how the country 

was imagined and portrayed from the outside. Representation was elevated 

in some of the discourses by overlapping with local, transnational and national 

performances of identity and demonstrating engagement with various levels 

of society. For example, sponsorship was, like in the case of the UK, a heated 

and interesting topic of discussion connected with national identity. A large 

number of Brazilian respondents questioned the importance of national 

brands and why certain people (mainly younger ones) would rather pay more 

for international ones. In Chapter 7, I discussed the findings from Brazil that 

pointed to a critical view of the Olympics industry linked to sponsorship and 

the participants' views on national brands. In the case of the UK, a similar 

approach to sponsorship and national brands was identified. In both cases, the 

excavations of memories and imaginaries about the Olympics unveiled 

important enactments of national identity and a solid and critical engagement 

with topics such as branding and global perspectives on economic and social 

issues.  
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It was clear across the data from both settings that representation, whether at 

national or local levels, was important for most of the respondents' sense of 

belonging. Similarly, in both cases, the global spectacles of the opening and 

closing ceremonies of events like the Olympics (in Brazil, participants referred 

to previous events, like the World Cup) were challenged by the respondents 

and were not seen as representative of the whole population. In Brazil, the 

choice of singer Claudia Leite for the opening ceremonies of the World Cup 

was an example brought up and contested throughout the participants' 

imaginaries, based on their memories of the World Cup opening spectacle. For 

them, this singer only represented part of the population, particularly what 

they described as the "panelas" (a colloquial term for a group of privileged 

people, often associated politically with right-wing parties in Brazil).  

 

Although manifested through different topics, the participants from the UK 

were also concerned with questions of representation and the role of the 

Olympics in portraying certain cultural aspects that they did not perceive as 

inclusive. This was specifically the case with regards to the opening and 

closing ceremonies which were seen as depicting homogenising views of what 

is considered British. Given that the UK is a multicultural society, for some of 

the participants, the cultural spectacle delivered by the host country of the 

2012 Olympic Games was not representative of the rich British culture. In fact, 

some claimed that Britain does not have much of an identifiable culture, 
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suggesting that, unlike other countries, it would be difficult to represent it 

through the Olympic Games.  

 

All the points mentioned above and discussions of the two case studies were 

underpinned by the participants' memories and imaginaries without paying 

too much attention to the role of the media in such recollections or imaginaries. 

In fact, further attention was given to their first-hand experiences of past 

events or projections of the Olympic Games with the view to understanding 

how they related to national, local and transnational identities and citizenship 

values. This was done intentionally to separate the two modus operandi, with 

the view to understanding the role of the media in the youth recollections and 

imaginaries of the Olympic Games as a critical part of the Jovencivic 

framework. This structural and intentional separation of mediated versus 

first-hand experiences or imaginaries does not mean that the memories and 

imaginaries of young participants are seen as separable. In fact, and as argued 

by various media scholars, the relationship between experience and memory 

or imagination is viewed across multiple dimensions – mediated, local, 

personal and social (Keightley and Pickering, 2012, p. 4). In other words, part 

of the discourses brought to the discussion in this section may have been 

mediated, personal or collective, but the aim was to tease out participants’ 

discourses linked to the research questions posed in this thesis. The following 

section focuses specifically on the mediated memories and imaginaries of the 

respondents from the two settings. 
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9.2 THE ROLE OF THE MEDIA IN PARTICIPANTS’ DISCOURSES 

!
The role of the media in participants' discursive recollections and imaginaries 

of the Games is positioned in this thesis as an important strand of the 

Jovencivic framework, along with the other three aspects (memories, 

imaginaries and youth citizenship in Global North-South contexts). Using the 

front pages of national media newspapers, the media "mood" analysis 

conducted in each setting enabled links between the participants' discourses 

and the content being disseminated at the time of the empirical work to be 

established and explored. In both cases, it was possible to ascertain multiple 

correlations between the media content disseminated at the time of the 

fieldwork and participants' memories or imaginaries of the Games, as well as 

other topics that followed up in the discussion of the Games, which were 

intrinsically linked to their mediated views of society. As a result, this part of 

the analytical work supported the idea that the media are increasingly present 

in young people's lives and, in this case, raised important questions about 

participants' identities in a specific culture and time (van Dijck, 2007, p. 1), by 

establishing links between them and society. 

 

Five key themes emerged from the analysis of the front pages of the selected 

newspapers (The Guardian/Observer and The Sun/The Sun on Sunday) 

during the Olympic Games in London. Most of these topics were identified in 

segments of participants' discourses from London during their recollections of 
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the 2012 Games. Such mediated memories functioned as prompts for 

participants to situate themselves in terms of various temporal and spatial 

contexts and describe situations that were seen as intimately related to their 

personal experiences or views within and beyond the Games. Furthermore, 

the role of the media in such memories and imaginaries enabled participants 

to position themselves and critically engage with their recollections by 

expanding on these mediated memories. In other words, while the 

relationship between the media content and some of the participants' 

memories was indissociable and important for making sense of their lives 

(Hoskins, 2009; Garde-Hansen, 2011), the focus of this analytical exercise was 

more on how, as remembering subjects, the participants used these mediated 

memories to expand and critically engage with other aspects of their societies.  

 

The opening and closing ceremonies functioned in this sense to prompt topics 

about representation, national symbolism and the meaning of the 

mediatisation of certain athletes rather than others. It also instigated 

participants to talk about their most mundane and most familiar memories, 

either in the context of the home or in their daily lives (Dayan and Katz, 1992). 

Furthermore, as a highly mediatised spectacle, a large amount of the symbols 

and discourses produced by the participants (both in mind maps and 

interviews) relate to the content disseminated in the news about the opening 

ceremony. References to the Queen, Mr Bean, the Beatles, JK Rowling, the 
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NHS, and other iconic figures part of the UK cultural scene were symptomatic 

of participants’ identifications and views of what they considered British.  

 

Mediated memories about the Olympic athletes were also an important point 

that emerged from the data in connection with the media analysis previously 

conducted in this thesis. In this sense, through their memories and drawings 

produced for the mind maps, the participants expressed their views about the 

significance of certain athletes over others and how this positioned their senses 

of belonging and national identity. Although Mo Farah, Michael Phelps and 

Usain Bolt were the top mentioned athletes, and from here it was possible to 

talk about other aspects of national identity, including the importance of the 

medal tally for the competing nations, (See point 3 of the media analysis, see 

pages 192-196), the general sense was that participants supported some 

Olympic athletes because of their success rather than their nationality.  

 

Overall, even though the respondents were prompted to talk about their past 

and mediated experiences of the Games, the discourses often pointed to these 

inhabitants' imaginaries and future expectations concerning various aspects of 

their backgrounds. Examples of these expressions are visible in connection 

with points 4 (on expectations of the Olympic Games) and 5 (changes in the 

city/gentrification). The question about legacy is somewhat connected with 

point 4 of the media analysis, not just in terms of what was expected from 

Team GB but, as participants expanded on, around the social legacies of the 
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Games. In connection with point 5, participants were also able to draw on their 

mediated memories that sometimes overlapped with their first-hand 

experiences of changes in the city and how such changes affected them. To this 

end, they demonstrated a critical sense of civic engagement by talking about 

how they would expect the Games to improve certain aspects of their city and 

local areas (see Chapter 6, pages 267-271). 

 

The same analytical exercise was put into place by the Rio de Janeiro 

participants. Based on the media analysis of the front pages of the national 

newspapers, O Globo and Extra, it was possible to identify links between the 

key points emerging from these publications and participants' imaginaries of 

the Games. In order to situate such mediated imaginaries, the media analysis 

was conducted around the same time as the empirical work with the 

respondents (between 20 February and 9 March 2015), and as a result, the 

following four key themes emerged: 1. The political situation of the country; 

2. The economic situation of the country; 3. Corruption; and 4. Rio de Janeiro 

anniversary. Although these topics neither focused on the same temporal 

frame as London, nor covered the period before or after the 2016 Games 

(because the fieldwork was conducted before the 2016 Rio Games, in order to 

explore the participants' imaginaries), it can be deduced that they were 

implicitly embedded in how the respondents from this Global South city 

imagined the 2016 Games. Furthermore, and similar to London, the 

participants involuntarily drew on their mediated memories and 
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subsequently expanded on these by critically evaluating pertinent topics, such 

as the political situation they experienced at the time in the country, the cost 

of living and the increase of prices with the advent of the Olympics, amongst 

other issues. As described earlier, both first-hand and mediated experiences of 

past events, like the World Cup and the FIFA Confederations Cup that also 

took place in the country, contributed, by and large, to shaping the 

participants' imaginaries of the Games. The media are viewed as backing some 

of the participants' mediated arguments, particularly in relation to their views 

about President Dilma (elected President at the time) and the protest 

movements taking place across the city and country.  

 

The first three points from the media analysis were interwoven and were 

identified in participants' discourse in association with national and patriotic 

feelings. By discussing the country's political situation in light of their 

imaginaries of the Games, the participants also touched upon topics such as 

corruption and the country's economic situation. Most of the respondents 

viewed media events such as the World Cup and the Olympics as aspects that 

exacerbated the current instability lived both at a political and economic level.  

 

9.3 CONCLUDING REMARKS: LESSONS LEARNED ACROSS THE 

NORTH-SOUTH DIVIDE 

!
The purpose of this chapter was to bring together the two case studies and 

highlight, in general terms, some of the parallels identified between the 

mnemonical discourses of London and Rio participants based on the 
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excavation of their memories and imaginaries of the Olympic Games. Some of 

the links established between the respondents from these two cities are 

important to understand the role of the Olympic Games and its legacies from 

the perspective of these young citizens, in spite of their distinct socio-economic 

contexts. For example, one of the key findings from the data is that the 

regeneration process resulting from global mega-events like the Olympics 

generates, if not accentuates, the current social upheaval. These events are also 

seen to benefit the middle and upper classes, despite each context's different 

class and economic structures. In a similar vein, the idea of the Games as an 

opportunity to represent the best of a country or its culture was challenged by 

many participants from both settings, and indeed was seen as a contradiction 

of the reality of their respective settings. To that end, questions about national, 

local and transnational identity emerged as critical for making sense of the 

respondents' feelings and performances of civic engagement with a global 

mediatised event. 

 

The topic of sports was brought up in both contexts (memories and 

imaginaries) to further debate other aspects related to national and local 

identity and stereotypes about access to the practice of specific sports. Aside 

from the synergies identified within these two Global North-South cities, 

many aspects were particular to each setting. These specificities from both 

settings are important to note. Some of the contrasting yet interesting topics 

that emerged from the recollections and imaginaries of the Brazilian 
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respondents were focused on the negative side of the Games in terms of crime 

and chaos in the city of Rio de Janeiro and the implications for the young 

inhabitants. The participants also flagged the fact that during the Games many 

of the schools would close, which would be problematic for those more prone 

to be targeted by criminals in the streets. In the case of London, however, a 

substantial amount of the discussion focused on the idols and the 

multiculturalism embedded in the setting, which was an absent topic for the 

young cariocas. These aspects are seen as important contributions to new 

epistemologies of youth citizenship that travel from both sides of the global 

divide (McFarlane, 2006). Ultimately, the Jovencivic framework put forward 

in this thesis offers different perspectives around mega-events like the 

Olympics, with particular reference to the intangible legacies linked to 

alternative forms of youth citizenship.  

 

 

 

!  

 

!  
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CHAPTER 10. CONCLUSION  
 

This thesis challenged current perceptions of youth citizenship by drawing 

attention to the role of memories and imaginaries as important elements in 

youth engagement with and understandings of the world. Specifically, it 

focused on the Olympic Games as a case study of a phatic media event taking 

place in the two contexts where the empirical work was conducted (London, 

United Kingdom, and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil).  

  

The introductory chapter (Chapter 1) set the scene of this thesis by 

highlighting memory and imagination as two elements that need to be further 

explored in youth scholarship. The participants’ discourses about and 

performances of the world emerged from the excavation of their memories 

and imaginaries, which, as this thesis has argued via the Jovencivic 

framework, are instrumental to the processes involved in identity formation, 

belonging and ultimately citizenship. However, conceptual approaches to 

identity and citizenship are, as argued throughout this thesis, complex and 

hybrid performances that take place in a world of constant movement and in 

societies that are increasingly multiple in nature (Hall, 2002). With that in 

mind, this thesis sought to explore young participants’ memories and 

imaginaries of the Olympic Games, by considering these as a significant part 

of their experiences and expectations of society and the world. This led to two 
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separate fieldwork phases and different empirical approaches in settings 

where, at the time, the Olympic Games were taking place: mediated memories 

about the case of the London 2012 Olympics, which had been completed, and 

imaginaries about the Rio de Janeiro 2016 Games, about to be hosted. It also 

led to important ethical considerations about youth research within the global 

North-South. The investigation of participants’ memories and imaginaries 

from these two locations contributed – particularly in the case of the Global 

South city of Rio de Janeiro and the country of Brazil – to a new research 

agenda beyond the Global North (Cuervo and Miranda, 2019). Also, rather 

than solely using these locations to compare the discourses of participants 

from the two settings, the combination of the UK and Brazilian elements was 

intended to demonstrate analogous and connecting points, multiple concerns, 

and enactments based on participants’ mediated and first-hand memories and 

imaginaries. In particular, it demonstrates how memories and imaginaries 

both emerge as indissociable acts and interwoven performances, helping 

participants to make sense of their experiences of the past and subsequently 

how they see the present (Keightley and Pickering, 2012). A proposal for a 

discursive space – that I title Jovencivic - was advanced based on the 

combination of these discourses and underpinned by three fundamental 

layers that I claimed in my research design, Chapter 3, as essential for 

reframing youth citizenship. These relate to the a) role of the media, b) memory 

and imaginaries in young peoples’ enactments, and the contrasting but relevant 

and spatially situated c) Global North-South Divide.  
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The thesis was thus structured according to the three areas that overlapped in 

an interdisciplinary fashion. 

 

10.1 (RE) FRAMING YOUTH CITIZENSHIP: A NEW THEORETICAL AND 

METHODOLOGICAL APPROACH 

 
Central to this thesis’s argument was the idea that, like adults, young people’s 

multiple cultural and political forms of belonging require closer examination 

from a memory studies and public sphere perspective. In the thesis, this was 

achieved by exploring a global mediatised world, the Olympic Games, that 

contributed to a better understanding of a mnemonic imaginary community, 

underscored by intersecting national, local, and transnational spaces and 

times. Youth Citizenship and Memory Studies were thus the areas at the core 

of this thesis’s theoretical and methodological contribution. This study 

synthetised contributions from memory, media and youth studies as 

important areas that interconnect and have not been sufficiently explored in 

the context of this study.  

 

The fundamentals of the methodology employed in this study (Chapter 3) lay 

out the methods undertaken in order to assess youth civic engagement. 

Defined as a concept that involves different relationships between individuals, 

communities and societies, civic engagement implies a variety of perspectives 

(Shaw et al., 2014) that include, as this thesis claimed, the production of 

discourses from the memories and imaginaries of participants. Indeed, the 
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discursive memories and imaginaries of young people from two global 

settings were framed as a new approach for understanding youth civic 

engagement: Jovencivic. To that end, the methodology proposed in this thesis 

involved a mix of qualitative methods and modes of analysis with the view to 

exploring youth citizenship. Two levels of data collection were deployed. The 

first related to participants’ recollections and expectations of the Olympic 

Games. The combination of mind maps, focus groups and semi-structured 

interviews was instrumental to attend to participants’ diversity and different 

modes of discourse production. Mind maps, in particular, proved to be an 

important mode of data collection, especially for those who were less vocal but 

more visual in their discursive enactments.  

 

The second level involved data collection from media content based on the 

argument that young people’s memories and imaginaries are mediated and 

influenced by their media consumption. Given the ubiquitous role of the 

media in our lives, selecting the type of media to analyse was not an easy task. 

The decision to collect and examine front pages of national newspapers from 

each of the settings was established with the view that the content from these 

front pages would end up circulating on other platforms and would become 

known across the country. Discourse analysis was the preferred mode to 

examine participants’ discourses, whereas textual and semiotic analysis were 

applied to the media content.  
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My conceptual methodological approach to the study of youth citizenship and 

civic engagement was thus formed out of a set of qualitative methods of data 

collection and modes of analysis. As a result, the aim of such methodologies 

was to foster a discursive space that included multiples voices and contributed 

to a new epistemology for youth research.  

 

10.2 YOUTH CITIZENSHIP: AT THE INTERSECTION BETWEEN MEDIA, 

MEMORY AND THE IMAGINATION 

 
Three fields were identified and expanded in this thesis as important elements 

for youth engagement with the world, be it at a national, local or transnational 

level. In addition to first-hand experiences, the media were viewed as playing 

a key role in how participants’ memories and imaginaries of the Olympics 

were shaped and constructed. As a result, a small media analysis was 

undertaken to demonstrate how the media contributed to participants’ 

discourses (see Chapter 4). Although a great deal has been written about the 

relationship between young people and the media, the review of literature 

suggested that little is known about the relationship between media events, 

like the Olympics, and young people’s engagement with society. Furthermore, 

a research gap around youth mediated memories and imaginaries of such 

events and their impact on young people’s sense of citizenship was equally 

addressed in this study. In Chapters 6 and 8, I demonstrated how such 

mediated memories and imaginaries emerged from the participants’ 

discourses, thus contributing to a new form of civic engagement.  
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By acknowledging the ubiquitous role of the media in young people’s lives 

(Livingstone, 2002; Matyjas, 2015), this study focused on a case study of the 

Olympic Games, as one of the most mediated and well-known global media 

events, in order to explore young people’s views and understandings of the 

world. Moreover, it examined the discourses of the young inhabitants from 

cities that hosted the Summer Olympic Games: London 2012 and Rio de 

Janeiro 2016. Memory and imagination were thus elevated in the discourse, 

not only working towards a new epistemology and approach for a re-

conceptualisation of mega-events’ legacy but, more importantly, as a 

significant analytical framework for the reconceptualisation of youth 

citizenship in a global mediascape. In other words, while the Olympic Games 

was used in this study as a world media event to research complex 

performances pervading national, local, and transnational identities, 

memories and imaginaries were, likewise, situated in this study as critical to 

making sense of participants’ citizenship enactments.  

 

On the one hand, this thesis drew attention to the increasing role of the media 

in young people’s lives while, on the other hand, it simultaneously recognised 

the performative impact of experiences drawn from mediated memories and 

imaginaries that were seen as important tools for young people’s discursive 

engagement with the world. This was best illustrated in the analytical 

Chapters 4, 6, and 8. The findings presented in Chapter 4 (Media Analysis) 

demonstrated, to a large extent, how participants’ mediated recollections and 
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imaginaries of the Games resonated with the media content disseminated at 

the same time. In fact, the discourses revealed important links beyond their 

recollections and imaginaries of the Games. Topics such as the opening 

ceremony, sports celebrities and gentrification, were just some of those 

brought up by the participants in connection with some of the points from the 

media analysis. In the case of London, for instance, the opening and closing 

ceremonies stood out as important recollections, subsequently leading to 

different views and debates about British representation and national identity. 

As demonstrated in Chapter 6, the political situation of the country and protest 

movements were important aspects that shaped the participants’ discourses in 

different manners.  

 

The following sections provide a chapter by chapter summary of the key 

findings of this study, including the significant arguments underpinning the 

need to reframe youth citizenship. In addition, I explain how Jovencivic came 

into being as a result of a proposed framework comprising memory, 

imagination, youth, and media.  

 

10.3 CONCLUSIONS BY CHAPTER 

 
Chapter 1 introduced the background to and research questions of the thesis. 

At the core of this research was the view that young people’s memories 

(mediated and first-hand) as well as their imaginaries of particular events form 

an important contribution regarding their understandings of and civic 
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engagement with society and the world. The chapter highlighted how this 

topic has not been yet explored in depth within the literature. The rationale for 

this argument was further explained in Chapter 2, where I reviewed the 

literature from the intersecting fields of Youth, Memory, Media, three areas that 

form the proposed Jovencivic framework. Chapter 2 also laid out key theories 

on the public sphere (2.1.2) and cultural policy (2.1.3), specifically from the two 

locations where the empirical work was conducted (London, UK and Rio de 

Janeiro, Brazil). By focusing on the selected case study of this thesis – the 

Olympic Games – the chapter included a discussion of the main critiques of 

the Olympic Games in order to challenge claims around the role of media 

events as phatic and promoting national identity. Contributions from scholars 

such as Maurice Roche (2002) and Dayan and Katz (1992) were just some of 

those discussed that supported the idea of media events as offering an 

opportunity for the host cities or countries to display the best of themselves 

but also, for the audiences to acknowledge the temporal and spatial 

characteristics of different places.  

 

From a memory studies perspective, I reviewed different scholars’ approaches 

in order to demonstrate the need to further explore youth memories as an 

important form of civic engagement with the world. The seminal work of 

Halbwachs (1950, 1992) was relevant here to illuminate the idea that memory 

is not an isolated phenomena but rather formed through what he calls cadres. 

I expanded this concept to the role of the media in young people’s mediated 
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experiences, recollections and imaginaries, given that the media are also 

utilised by participants to orient their recollections and imaginaries.  

 

Emily Keightley and Michael Pickering’s (2012) work on the “Mnemonic 

Imagination” was particularly relevant for this research because the memories 

and imaginaries of participants were examined as inseparable discursive 

patterns and enactments, rather than in isolation. This study supports the 

argument that the relationship between memory and imagination ‘is one from 

which the field (of memory) has so far shied away’ (Keightley and Pickering, 

2012, p. 1). For this reason, I equally considered the potential of the 

imagination as of ‘vital importance in acts and processes of remembering’ 

(ibid.), in order to explore youth discourses on citizenship values in a 

mediatised world. In a similar vein, memory and the imagination are equally 

important for young people’s understanding of their past, present, and future. 

This idea supported my innovative approach because, both conceptually and 

analytically, memory and imagination have not yet been explored in such a 

fashion, i.e. in a framework whereby the relationship between experience and 

memory can be examined more closely as ‘central to the relations of past, 

present and future that are germane to the whole field [imagination and 

memory]’ (Keightley and Pickering, 2012, p.3).  

 

Overall, the literature review synthetised contributions from all of these fields, 

and drew attention to important gaps at the interstices between media, 
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memory and youth studies. It also highlighted how these come together as a 

new framework for researching youth civic engagement and citizenship.  

 

Part of the argument lies in the fact that memory studies has been marginal to 

youth and media scholarship, and, as such, the newly proposed framework – 

Jovencivic – aimed to fill this gap through the examination of mnemonical 

experiences and mediated memories that are significant to young people’s 

discourses, reflections, and civic engagements with society. In this regard, the 

field of memory studies was central to the empirical work on young people’s 

memories and imaginaries, which explored their performances and sense of 

identity.  

 

The chapter equally reviewed and expanded work in media studies that 

focused on youth in order to contemplate the impact of mega-events, like the 

Olympic Games, on young citizens’ perceptions of and engagement with the 

world. This part of the literature review situated and expanded the 

contribution of various media scholars whose works touched upon the role of 

the media in youth citizenship. I drew on Henry Jenkins’ (2011) concept of 

civic media to explain how media events such as the Olympic Games can also 

be used as a case study and a platform for youth civic engagement across the 

North-South divide.  
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Chapter 3 described step by step the new methodological framework designed 

in order to bring together the interdisciplinary approach of this thesis, as well 

as to address the gaps identified in the literature review. It followed the same 

structure of the Jovencivic theoretical framework (see Chapter 1) and the 

research design, by drawing on the three fields of this study: Memory, Media 

and Youth.  

 

In Chapter 4, I explained why and how I opted to collect and conduct an 

analysis of a small sample of media from the UK and Brazil, which are the two 

settings where the fieldwork took place. The media “mood” analysis was 

relevant in this context because it connected with participants’ discursive 

memories and imaginaries of the Games. Provided that there young people us 

a plethora of media platforms nowadays, I opted to collect and analyse media 

content from the front pages of national newspapers. As I explained in Chapter 

4, part of this decision came from the fact that most news on the front pages 

ended up circulating in other media platforms. The following two research 

questions put forward in this thesis called for this small-scale analysis of media 

content with a view to addressing the participants’ mediated memories and 

imaginaries. The purpose was to establish a correlation between the influence 

of the media on how young people construct their recollections and 

imaginaries of society and how such mediated discourses shape their 

engagement at different levels: 
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-! What is the role of mega- and mediatised events, such as the Olympic Games, 

in young people’s perceptions and enactments of national identity and 

citizenship values? 

-! How do young people relate to these events, and how do they recall or construct 

their memories of past and their expectations of future Games?  

Different points emerged from the media analysis from each segment of the 

newspapers’ front pages from the UK and Brazil. As I demonstrated in 

Chapter 4, the themes inferred from such an analysis appeared to be 

entrenched in the participants’ discursive recollections and imaginaries, 

revealing different ways of negotiating national, local and transnational 

identity. Although I decided to keep this part of the analysis separate from the 

other analytical chapters, for ease of structure and reading, most of the aspects 

inferred from this examination were interwoven with the participants’ first-

hand and personal past experiences. As way of concluding, Chapter 4 served 

to expound the correlation between the media analysis and participants’ 

accounts of different subjects (see sections 4.2.1 and 4.2.2).  

 

Chapters 5, 6, 7 and 8 specifically addressed the research questions on the role 

of memory and the imagination as a means of understanding participants’ 

civic engagement and citizenship values. The chapters also showed how 

young people related to such events through an ongoing reconstruction of the 

same mediated memories and imaginaries. As such, each of these chapters 

linked to the data from Chapter 4, by establishing a relationship between the 
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media content circulating at the time of the fieldwork and the participants’ 

discourses.  

 

While these four chapters (5,6, 7 and 8) discussed rich data focused on various 

spatial and temporal contexts (London and Rio de Janeiro), they also revealed 

how memory and the imagination function together in order to make sense of 

participants’ circumstances and civic engagement. Thus, their enactments of 

national, local and transnational identity were arguably situated at the 

interstices between remembering and imagining. In other words, the 

“mnemonic imagination” (Keightley and Pickering, 2012) materialised from a 

theoretical approach by allowing participants from two globally divided 

settings to make sense of their identities.  

 

In Chapter 5 I focused specifically on the past first-hand experiences and 

memories of young people from London with regards to the 2012 Olympic 

Games. A multiplicity of voices and views emerged across different topics that 

were initially linked to the Games but that subsequently shifted towards their 

more specific concerns about the city, country or politics. Such enactments 

resulted from participants’ recollections but equally, as I argued in this 

chapter, were part of their distinct performances and imaginaries of national, 

local and transnational identity. Space and place stood out as important 

aspects associated with participants’ recollections and sense of belonging, 

particularly regarding their overall sense of lack of engagement with the 
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Games and the changes taking place in their cities, or gentrification, as some 

overtly suggested.  

 

Chapter 6 described the mediated experiences and recollections of 

participants from London in relation to the 2012 Olympic Games. This chapter 

focused on the role of the media in young people’s expressions and 

recollections by establishing a link between Chapter 4 (media analysis) and 

participants’ discourses. The opening and closing ceremonies, the 

performances of athletes, and the display or parade of flags, were the most 

popular topics arising from the participants’ remembrances. However, such 

remembrances took different turns by displaying distinct views, given the 

cultural, ethnic and socio-economic demographics of my sample of 

participants and their own sense of identity at different times. As a result, 

performative discourses of national identity, for example, were an intricate 

element, sometimes seen as recurrently being renegotiated with other 

examples from the Games, like supporting certain international athletes over 

national ones. While participants discoursed about past experiences and 

recollections, they also projected their views about the present and the future.  

Additionally, this chapter demonstrated an important correlation between the 

media analysis (see Chapter 4) and participants’ discourses. In other words, 

the points inferred from the media “mood” analysis were, by and large, 

brought up by some of the respondents in their discursive memories and 

expectations of the Games. 
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Chapter 7 followed a similar structure to Chapter 5, by offering a detailed 

analysis of participants’ discourses but from the perspective of their 

imaginaries of the 2015 Games in Rio de Janeiro. The political and economic 

situation experienced during the fieldwork was undeniably an important 

factor visible in participants’ views and expectations of the Games. 

Furthermore, this chapter showed that participants’ imaginaries of and 

anxieties about the Olympic Games were partly anchored in past events taking 

place in their city and country, such as the World Cup. Thus, first-hand 

experiences of such events were reflected upon in conjunction with 

participants’ current perceptions of the city, the political situation of the 

country and other topics that emerged during the interviews. 

  

In Chapter 8, I demonstrated how the media had an important impact on the 

discourses of participants from Rio, with particular regards to their 

imaginaries of the Olympics. Similar to Chapter 6, important links were 

established between the media content from the selected front pages and 

participants’ discourses and views, both regarding the past, and the present. 

The discussion and findings presented in this Chapter reinforce the idea 

already claimed by media and memory scholars who see the relationship 

between memory and media as mobilising each other in ways that cannot be 

indissociable but rather are valuable for making sense of our daily lives 

(Hoskins, 2009; Garde-Hansen, 2011).  
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In this context the aim of this Chapter was to show how the media are also an 

essential part of participants’ discourses, shaping their views but also 

recollections and imaginaries of society. As a result, media studies integrates 

my research design as an important field, along with memory studies, as a 

means of researching youth citizenship. 

 

10.4 PUTTING THEORY INTO PRACTICE: ELEVATING THE YOUTH 

DISCURSIVE SPACE 

 
The contribution of this thesis lies in the proposal of a new concept – Jovencivic 

– that emerges as a much needed theoretical framework with the aim of 

fostering a new youth discursive space. Throughout the thesis I demonstrate, 

both theoretically and analytically, how the underpinnings of Jovencivic– 

media, memory and youth – work together in an interdisciplinary fashion by 

providing a space for a plurality of youth voices concerning a variety of topics. 

Each one of these academic fields contributed to this thesis’s proposed 

framework. However, as I have argued throughout the study, it is at the 

interstices between these three areas that a variety of youth discourses 

materialise.  

 

The combination of the UK and Brazilian elements functions to support the 

argument made in this thesis that citizenship is no longer perceived as simply 

fixed in time or space, and the media are also no longer seen as local or 

nationally confined (Keane, 1995; Koçan, 2008; Bauman, 2013). Having said 
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that, the focus on the Global North-South divide is not only intentional but 

equally timely for the purpose of this research. The framing of the Olympic 

Games as a case study in this thesis, which took place in these two settings at 

different times, allowed me to explore the recollections and imaginaries of 

young people from two different spatial, economic, social and historical 

contexts. Also, and more importantly, it acknowledged the role of the 

mnemonic imaginations in each place by revealing specific modalities of 

citizenship with particular chronological characteristics.  

 

I demonstrated how the theoretical conception of Jovencivic functioned in 

practice, by analysing a small sample of data from participants’ discourses and 

media content. However, my methodology and framework should be 

extended and used in cultural policy areas in the context of youth research 

about citizenship and civic engagement. Hence, I propose that the same 

framework is used within other contexts, not necessarily grounded in the 

Global North-South divide, but as a methodology that allows youth civic 

engagement from different parts of the world to be examined and understood. 

As a result, in addition to the Olympics, other world mega-events and spatial 

contexts can equally be integrated as part of the analysis.  

 

The idea of a space of appearance (Arendt, 1958) or a public sphere (Habermas, 

1991) involves the presence, either physically or virtually, of individuals who 

discuss their views about different societal problems with the aim of 
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influencing governments. In this case, neither side of the two samples of 

participants (from London and Rio de Janeiro) had a chance to meet and 

interact with one another, due to the timeframe of this thesis. The development 

of a Jovencivic discursive space was purposely designed to be used in each 

setting where the fieldwork took place. What I suggest, going forward, is that 

this same framework is expanded towards other youth publics, be it local, 

national or transnational. Also, where possible, the framework should be 

employed across borders with the view to creating a virtual space of 

appearance.  

 

The Olympic Games was employed in this thesis as a case study to make sense 

of participants’ views and performances of identity. However, other world-

known media events could equally be applied to instigate a multiplicity of 

youth recollections and imaginations concerning civic engagement with the 

world. In fact, mega-events not only have implications for our experiences of 

social time and space, but they also contribute to, ‘international and global 

cultural and political understanding and community, as opposed to providing 

arenas for more divisive and competitive versions of nationalist identity 

building’ (Roche, 1994, p. 2) 

 

Lastly, for those reading this who may be thinking that this thesis is only 

concerned with children or young people, I suggest this is not the case. In fact, 

understanding young people and how they relate to the world requires us to 
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excavate our [adult] memories and to use our imagination. This should 

encourage us – researchers, parents, policymakers, and educators – to equally 

reminisce about different times. Most importantly, we should put ourselves in 

these young people’s shoes, with their multiplicity of perspectives, rather than 

seeing the world from an adults’ perspective. Researching young people 

means understanding that not every young participant will develop the same 

view or approach towards one subject. As Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

brilliantly put it in The Little Prince: 

 

When you tell them [grown-ups] about a new friend, they never ask 
questions about what really matters. They never ask: “What does his 
voice sound like?” “What games does he like best?” “Does he collect 
butterflies?” They ask: “How old is he?” “How many brothers does he 
have?” “How much does he weigh?” “How much money does he father 
make?” Only then do they think they know him (de Saint-Exupery, The 
Little Prince, 2009, p. 15). 

 

In other words, what really matters is sometimes not visible but is instead 

described and imagined in different ways, as the participants in this research 

proved. 
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APPENDICES 

 
Appendix 1: Information Sheet 

 

           

 

 INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARENTS 

REC Reference Number: REP/14/15-64 

PARENTS WILL BE GIVEN A COPY OF THIS INFORMATION SHEET 

Title of study 

Youth, Media and Citizenship: The role of media in young people’s 

construction of memories and expectations of the Olympic and Paralympic 

Games, London 2012 and Rio 2016 

Invitation Paragraph 

My name is Sandra Tavares and I am a PhD student from King’s College 

London, currently undertaking a research project on Youth, Media and 

Citizenship. 

My study focuses on the London 2012 Olympics legacy and the role of this 

event on young people, particularly with regard to their memories, 

expectations, the children policy discourse and the game’s influence in their 

lives as future citizens. 

I would like to invite your child to participate in this research by taking part 

in a survey/interview and debate on the topic. 

What is the purpose of the study? 
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The aim is to better understand how young people actually perceived the 

event and how much they felt part of it. The study will look at questions of 

memory and expectation, how media contribute to construct these memories 

and imaginary as well as how questions of identity and citizenship are 

invoked during events like this one. 

Why have I been invited to take part? 

Since this study looks at young people’s (aged 14-26 years old) recollections 

and expectations of the Olympic Games, we have approached groups of 

youngsters in London in this age bracket. Your child’s school was selected 

for the study and we believe that his/her views and contributions towards 

this topic will be very valuable, as a representative of the London youth 

population. 

Does my child have to take part? 

Your child’s participation in this project is completely voluntary. He/she 

does not have to take part in it, however, their views and feedback on the 

matter and discussions would be very beneficial for this research. 

What will happen to my child me if he/she takes part? 

They will be asked to participate in the debate and interviews relating to the 

topic.  

What are the possible risks of taking part? 

None 

Will my child’s taking part be kept confidential? 

Yes. All responses will be kept confidential throughout the whole research.  

How is the project being funded? 
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By the researcher, who is a PhD student at King’s College London. 

What will happen to the results of the study? 

Results will be published in the final thesis, and presented at some 

conferences, both nationally and internationally 

Who should I contact for further information? 

If you have any questions or require more information about this study, 

please contact me at the address below: 

Sandra Tavares 

Researcher at Department of Culture, Media and Creative Industries 

School of Arts and Humanities 

Kings College 

8D Chesham Building 

Strand Campus 

The Strand 

London, UK 

Email: Sandra.tavares@kcl.ac.uk 

Tel.: 00 44 (0) 7968 769 541 

What if I have further questions, or if something goes wrong? 

If this study has harmed your child in any way or if you wish to make a 

complaint about the conduct of the study you can contact King's College 

London using the details below for further advice and information:  
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 Prof Anna Reading 
anna.reading@kcl.ac.uk 
 
Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering your 
child’s participation in this research. 
!  
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INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARTICIPANTS 

REC Reference Number: REP/14/15-64 

YOU WILL BE GIVEN A COPY OF THIS INFORMATION SHEET 

Title of study: Youth, Media and Citizenship: The role of media in young 

people’s construction of memories and expectations of the Olympic and 

Paralympic Games, London 2012 and Rio 2016 

Invitation Paragraph 

My name is Sandra Tavares and I am a PhD student from King’s College 

London, currently undertaking a research project on Youth, Media and 

Citizenship. 

My study focuses on the London 2012 Olympics legacy and the role of this 

event on young people, particularly with regard to their memories, 

expectations, children policy discourses and the game’s influence on their 

lives as future citizens. 

I would like to invite you to participate in this research by taking part in a 

survey/interview and debate on the topic. 

What is the purpose of the study? 

The aim is to better understand how young people actually perceived the 

event and how much they felt part of it. The study will look at questions of 

memory and expectation, how media contribute to constructing these 

memories and imaginaries as well as how questions of identity and 

citizenship are invoked during events like this one. 
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Why have I been invited to take part? 

Since this study looks at young people’s (aged 14-16 years old) recollections 

and expectations of the Olympic Games, we have approached groups of 

youngsters in London in this age bracket. Your school was selected for the 

study and we believe that your views and contributions towards this topic 

will be very valuable, as a representative of London’s youth population. 

Do I have to take part? 

Your participation in this project is completely voluntary. You do not have to 

take part in it, however, your views and feedback on the matter and 

discussions would be very beneficial for this research. 

What will happen to me if I take part? 

You will be asked to participate in the debate and interviews relating to the 

topic.  

What are the possible risks of taking part? 

None 

Will my taking part be kept confidential? 

Yes. All responses will be kept confidential throughout the whole research.  

How is the project being funded? 

By the researcher, who is a PhD student at King’s College London. 

What will happen to the results of the study? 

Results will be published in the final thesis, and presented at some 

conferences, both nationally and internationally. 
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Who should I contact for further information? 

If you have any questions or require more information about this study, 

please contact the Researcher’s supervisor: 

Sandra Tavares, PhD Researcher at Department of Culture, Media and 

Creative Industries School of Arts and Humanities, Kings College 

8D Chesham Building, Strand Campus, The Strand 

London, UK 

Email: sandra.tavares@kcl.ac.uk 

Tel.: 00 44 (0) 7968 769 541 

What if I have further questions, or if something goes wrong? 

If this study has harmed you in any way or if you wish to make a complaint 

about the conduct of the study you can contact King's College London using 

the details below for further advice and information:  

Professor Anna Reading 

Professor of Cultural and Creative Industries 

Head of Department of Culture, Media and Creative Industries 

School of Arts and Humanities 

Kings College 

8D Chesham Building 

Strand Campus 

The Strand 
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London, UK 

Email: anna.reading@kcl.ac.uk 

Tel.: 00 44 (0) 207 848 7092 

Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering taking part 

in this research. 
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Appendix 3: Interview Schedule (London) 
 

 
Researcher: Sandra Tavares  
sandra.tavares@kcl.ac.uk 
 
Structure of the interview & research method: Procedure and sample 
questions 
 
This part of my research with young people in London schools will involve 
the following methods of research: mind map exercises, focus group 
interviews and in-depth interviews. 
 
Mind map exercise – this method will be applied in order to get responds, 
first feelings and ideas on the respondents’ recollections from the 2012 
Games. Participants will be asked to draw or write on a blank piece of paper 
the first thing that comes up in their minds about the Games. This exercise 
will be used prior to starting the focus group interviews, as it will generate 
further debate and thinking during the interviews. 
 
Focus group interview – The interview will begin with an open question 
asking the participants about their key or most memorable recollection from 
the 2012 Olympic Games. I will then move on to questions about their 
memories and the significance of such recollections. Below are a few 
examples of the type of questions that will be asked: 
 

a)! What was the most memorable part of the 2012 Olympic Games for 

you? 

b)! Are you interested in sports? Did you follow any particular games 

during the 2012 Olympics? 

c)! Which channels, or media platforms, did you use to watch the Games? 

d)! Did you feel part of the Olympic movement? 

e)! What words would you use to describe your feelings towards the 

Games that took place in London? 



!

!

!

()'!

f)! If you were part of an Olympic Committee/Organisation and had the 

chance to host the Games again in London, would you do anything 

different from the 2012 Games? 

g)! Were you involved in any activities related to the Games, (not 

necessarily sports related) in your community or with your family? 

h)! Do you remember any athletes from the Olympic Games? 

i)! What about the Paralympic Games? Do you remember any of the 

athletes? 

j)! Did you watch any of the Games in the stadium? How did you feel? 

k)! Do you know the meaning of the Olympic branding, e.g. the five rings, 

the London mascots? 

 
 
 
 
In depth interviews (conducted after the above) 
 

a)! Did you feel a sense of pride for hosting the Games in the country where 

you live? 

b)! Was there any feeling of unity and Britishness during the Games? 

c)! Do you remember any of the official sponsors of the Games? 

d)! What is your view on the sponsorship of the Games? Would you choose 

other sponsors if you could? 

e)! Do you think the Games have changed the way you perceive or act 

around certain topics, i.e. sports engagement, civic, participation and 

involvement in politics? 



!

!

!

()(!

 
Appendix 4: Interview Schedule (Rio de Janeiro) 

 

 
Investigadora: Sandra Tavares  
sandra.tavares@kcl.ac.uk 
 
Estrutura e apresentação dos métodos de pesquisa com jovens: 
Procedimentos e amostra das questões a serem colocadas. 
Parte desta pesquisa será levada a cabo no Brasil, Rio de Janeiro, usando os 
seguintes métodos de pesquisa (semelhantes aos que foram aplicados no 
campo de pesquisa no Reino Unido, Londres): exercícios de mapa mental, 
entrevistas em grupo focal e entrevistas de profundidade “in-depth 
interview” 
 
Exercícios de mapa-mental – este método visa extrapolar sentimentos e 
sensações iniciais sobre o imaginário ou expetativa dos jovens em relação ao 
evento mediático, Jogos Olímpicos Rio 2016. Será pedido aos participantes 
que escrevam ou desenhem, numa folha branca, a primeira imagem que lhes 
ocorre à memória quando pensam nos Jogos Olímpicos no seu país e/ou 
cidade; como imaginam esse cenário-situação. Este tipo de exercício será 
utilizado como forma introdutora para iniciar a discussão, posteriormente, 
sobre os Jogos e os valores ou ideais do mesmo. Esta técnica será utilizada 
antes das entrevistas de grupo focal e entrevistas em profundidade, com o 
objetivo de produzir conteúdo para discussão e temas indicadores para o 
debate durante as entrevistas. 
 
Entrevistas de grupo focal – inicia-se com uma questão aberta e abrangente, 
sobre o imaginário dos participantes, questionando-os sobre o que antecipam 
ou imaginam que vão ser os Jogos 2016 no Rio. Subsequentemente, 
delimitaremos o campo ao colocar questões sobre aspectos que vão 
emergindo nas respostas, por exemplo, questões ligadas ao espetáculo, 
participação, impato na área de residência ou bairro dos participantes, 
iniciativas locais e nacionais de engajamento com jovens etc. Em baixo 
destacamos alguns exemplos (não exaustivos) do conteúdo das perguntas: 
 
1. Como achas ou imaginas que irão ser os Jogos Olímpicos no Rio, em 2016? 
2. Quais são os aspetos positivos ou negativos que os Jogos irão trazer para o 
teu país? Porquê? 
3. Acham que os jovens vão estar engajados com o evento? Vão participar? 
Como acham que deveria ser essa participação? 
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4. Acham que os Jogos Olímpicos vão mudar a cidade e a forma como as 
pessoas encaram o desporto, a vida social, os valores cívicos? 
5. Sabem quais são os valores universais dos Jogos Olímpicos? Acham que 
vão ser praticados? 
6. Vão assistir aos jogos ao vivo? No Estádio? Ou pela TV? Qual canal, 
canais? Internet? 
7. Já se começa a falar do movimento Olímpico, sentem que fazem parte 
desse movimento? 
8. Quais são os vossos atletas favoritos, e porquê? E desporto, quais as 
modalidades que mais gostam de ver nas Olímpiadas? 
9. Se pudessem fazer parte do Comité dos Jogos no Rio, o que é que fariam 
para que os Jogos fossem ao encontro das vossas expetativas? 
10. O que sentem por receber os Jogos Olímpicos na vossa cidade e país? 
Orgulho? Porquê? 
11. E os Jogos Paraolímpicos, alguém aqui vai acompanhar? O que acham 
dos Paraolímpicos? 
12. Sabem o que significam os 5 arcos dos Jogos? E os patrocínios, alguém 
sabe quem são os patrocinadores oficiais dos jogos? 
13. Mascotes olímpicas, sabem os nomes? Conhecem a estória por detrás da 
criação, design e nomes das mascotes? 
 
Entrevistas em profundidade (in-depth interviews) Estes são alguns 
exemplos que poderão ser modificados com base nas respostas que dadas 
durante as entrevistas de grupo focal: 
1. Sentes orgulho por receberes os Jogos Olímpicos no teu país? 
2. Que contribuição, legado, achas que os Jogos podem deixar na tua cidade, 
ou país? 
3. O que é que achas que os jovens Brasileiros vão ganhar com os Jogos 
Olímpicos? Como é que imaginas que este tipo de eventos poderia ser 
organizado de forma a ter um impacto positivo? 
4. Achas que os Jogos poderão resolver alguns problemas da sociedade, por 
exemplo participação cívica, criminalidade, inércia pelo desporto? 
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Appendix 5: Brazilian Newspapers’ front pages 
 

 
 
Brazil: Globo and Extra (20th February - 9th March 2015) 
 
 
 
O Globo, 20th February 2015  Extra, 20th February 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                
 
O Globo, 21st February 2015  Extra, 21st February 2015 
 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
22 February 2015 
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O Globo, 22nd February 2015  Extra, 22nd February 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
           
 
O Globo 23rd February 2015  Extra, 23rd February 2015 
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O Globo, 24th February 2015  Extra, 24th February 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
O Globo 25th February 2015  Extra, 25th February 2015 
 

!
!

 
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

!
!
!
!
!

"#$%&!'(%")!*("+%$(,!-.&+%!
/0')%$1#"!

!

!
!
!
!
!

"#$%&!'(%")!*("+%$(,!-.&+%!
/0')%$1#"!

!

!
!
!
!
!

"#$%&!'(%")!*("+%$(,!-.&+%!
/0')%$1#"!

!

!
!
!
!
!

"#$%&!'(%")!*("+%$(,!-.&+%!
/0')%$1#"!

!



!

!

!

()-!

O Globo, 26th February 2015  Extra, 26th February 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
O Globo 27th February 2015  Extra, 27th February 2015 
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O Globo, 28th February 2015  Extra, 28th February 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
O Globo, 1st March 2015   Extra, 1st March 2015 
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O Globo, 2nd March 2015  Extra, 2nd March 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
O Globo, 3rd March 2015  Extra, 3rd March 2015 
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O Globo, 4th  March 2015  Extra, 4th March 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 
O Globo, 5th March 2015  Extra, 5th March 2015 
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O Globo, 6th March 2015  Extra, 6th March 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
O Globo, 7th March 2015  Extra, 7th March 2015 
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O Globo, 8th March 2015  Extra, 8th March 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
O Globo, 9th March 2015  Extra, 9th March 2015  
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Appendix 6 : UK Newspapers’ front pages 
 
 
UK: The Sun and The Guardian/Observer (27th  July-13th  August 2012) 
 
 
 
The Sun, 27th July 2012   The Guardian, 27th July 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sun,  28th July 2012   The Guardian, 28th July 2012  
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The Sun, 29th July 2012   The Observer, 29th July 2012 
 
                         
   
30th  July 2012 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
The Sun, 30th July  2012   The Guardian, 30th July 2012 
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The Sun, 31st July 2012   The Guardian, 31st July 2012 
 
 
    
 
The Sun,  1st August 2012   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Sun, 1st August 2012  The Guardian, 1st August 2012 
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The Sun 3rd August, 2012  The Guardian, 3rd August 2012 
 
 
   
 
4th  August 2012 
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The Sun, 4th August 2012  The Guardian, 4th August, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
The Sun, 5th August 2012  The Observer, 5th August, 2012 
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Appendix 7: Participants from London Schools/ Youth 

Clubs 
 

!
57 There are different types of secondary state schools in England. Academy Schools are state-funded schools by the 

DfE, and independent of local authority control. They were initially established during Tony Blair’s Government, in 

the 1990s, aiming at raising standards in underperforming schools in disadvantages areas. (Bhattacharya, 2013); 

Foundational Schools, sometimes also called Trust Schools, are state-funded schools in which the governing body has 

more control in the running of the school than in community schools. They were set up through the School Standards 

and Framework Act 1998, to replace grant maintained schools. In England, approximately 15% of secondary schools 

are Foundation Schools and almost all of them are non-faith schools; Community Schools are state-funded schools 

controlled by the local council and not influenced by religious or business groups. 
!

School Context N. participants Dates Age range 

A Coeducational Secondary School and Sixth Form 

with Academy Status57. Located in the Haggerston 

area of the London Borough of Hackney. Opened in 

2007 in new buildings sited along the banks of 

Regent's Canal, and opened a sixth form provision in 

2012. 

14 22/01/14 

 

12-17 yrs. 

B Youth Club for young people resident in Lambeth 

aged 11-19 (up to 25 for those with Additional Needs), 

with a focus on fun, learning and personal 

development. In this Youth Club, young people take 

part in a wide range of activities including arts and 

crafts workshops, music creation and recording, 

baking and playing games. 

*The interviews took place at The Old Library, 14-16 

Knights Hill, West Norwood London, SE27 0HR 

5 3/12/2015 11-17 yrs. 
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C A Foundation School for boys and a Coeducational 

Sixth Form, located in the Blackfriars area of the 

London Borough of Lambeth, England. The school 

celebrated its 100 years of existence in 2015. In May 

2015 received a Good judgement from Ofsted. 

6 17/11/15 16-18 yrs. 

D A Community Secondary School and Sixth Form for 

boys in Stepney Green. It is situated in the heart of 

the historic East End of London and adjacent to the 

developments in Docklands, it serves the local 

community, which is mainly Bangladeshi in origin. 

9 29/04/15 16-18 yrs. 

E A Youth Club and charitable organisation supporting 

young people, residents, business and community 

groups in Covent Garden and Holborn. It has a tech 

hub that has been created to ensure children & young 

people get the chance to play, explore and develop 

with ground-breaking technologies. To address the 

inequalities that exist in access to these innovations 

and help to Bridge the Digital Divide. The club offers 

social, educational and recreational activities, giving 

youth the opportunity to play and explore with 3D 

printers, Virtual Reality headsets, coding, augmented 

reality programming, app design, radio production, 

sport, and dance classes. 

11 20/05/14 11-14 yrs. 

F A Secondary School and Sixth form with Academy 

Status, located in Queen's Park, north west London, 

in the borough of Brent, England. 

38 9/10/14 

and 

23/10/14 

14-18 yrs. 
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Appendix 8: Participants from Rio de Janeiro’s 
Schools/Youth Clubs 

 
!
!

School Context N. Participants Dates Ages 

G Estate high school, located in the city centre 
of Rio de Janeiro. 

9 26/03/15 16-17 
yrs. 

H Federal Public School located in Rio de 
Janeiro. It is considered one of the most 
traditional public institutions of Brazil. 
Responsible for the education of important 
figures, such as Presidents, musicians, and 
other well-known people. 

23 23/03/15 15-18 
yrs. 

I Youth club/non-profit organisation, located 
about 25 km from the city centre. It covers a 
deprived area in the west side of Rio de 
Janeiro. The community attending this 
club/community centre is comprised of 
young people from local favelas who are 
able to participate in sports, leisure and other 
activities. The founder of the community 
centre has a strong interest in badminton as a 
sport and uses it to promote the wellbeing 
and social engagement of young people from 
the same community.  

8 16/03/15 13-18 
yrs. 

J Community centre/Youth club in Niteroi 
(part of Rio de Janeiro district) dedicated to 
promoting engagement with technologies 
and youth active participation in society 
through online platforms and media literacy. 

6 13/03/15 14-16 
yrs. 

K Art and Technology School located in city 
centre (downtown in Ipanema) dedicated to 
the creation and training in the fields of art 
and technology, aimed at young people from 
the outskirts of Rio de Janeiro, aiming at 
investigating their relations with the city and 
translate them into collective projects, 
creating cultural products, setting up artistic 
exhibitions and carrying out public 
interventions. 

5 17/03/15 11 yrs. 

L Estate high school, with a programme 
focused on the research and development of 
innovative educational solutions of the 
Brazilian Public High School. Located in the 
Tijuca, the school has been awarded by 
Microsoft as (innovative), in 2009 and 
participated in the WISE Books of Qatar 
Foundation. It also integrates a specific 
programme in partnership with the Brazilian 
Ministry of Education, aiming at using 
technology to foster youth education in the 
fields of video gaming, multimedia, digital 

10 27/03/15 15-17 
yrs. 
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media and other areas in the Creative 
Industries.  

M Private school, with approximately 
739 students, located in the affluent 
residential area of Botanic Garden of Rio de 
Janeiro. It is considered one of the references 
in quality education in Rio de Janeiro.  
Promotes lifelong learning by bringing 
content and stimulus to creativity, critical 
thinking and global education. The school 
focus on the student as an active agent in the 
teaching-learning process through curiosity, 
communication and collaboration. They 
foster critical thinking, creative and 
independent  judgment among their 
students. 

  

8 18/03/15 14-16 
yrs. 

N Inter-governmental organization, member of 
the UN, dedicated to promoting and 
protecting children’s rights and well-being. 
Headquarter in Rio de Janeiro where it hosts 
different activities for young people. 
Collaborates with the Centre of Studies of 
Programmes and Sustainable Development 
Programmes (CIEDS). 

6 10/03/15 18-21 
yrs. 

!
!  
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Appendix 9: Participants from Schools that participated 
in the Transforma Education Programme 

!
 

School Context N. Participants Dates 

O Public estate school, designated as Institute of Education, 

located near park Madeira area, Rio de Janeiro.  

Considered part of Metropolitan area III, by the Ministry 

of Education. 

5 23/10/15 

P Public estate school, located in the neighbourhood of 

Padre Miguel, Rio de Janeiro, Metropolitan Area IV 

5 06/10/15 

Q Public estate school, located in the area of Jardim 

Laranjeiras, Nova Iguacu, in Rio Janeiro, Metropolitan 

Area I. 

17 10/08/15 

 

!
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Appendix 10: Other contact from Rio de Janeiro 

!
*%!T/4S!B&''$)!;*1!*..2/8($0!(2!(#$!)2'$!23!(#$!U$*0!23!L0&4*(/28!32)!(#$!V28028!@G>@!+',-./4!*80!

5*)*',-./4! 7*-$1:! W&)/86! 2&)! -$$(/86C! /8! V28028C! /8! (#$! *3($)-*(#! 23! (#$! 7*-$1! F@G>IKC! T/4S!

.)2P/0$0!-$!;/(#!/-.2)(*8(!/832)-*(/28!)$'*($0!(2!(#$!L0&4*(/28!5)26)*--$!23!(#$!V28028!7*-$1:!

+8$!23!(#$!-*/8!62*'1!23!V28028!@G>@!L0&4*(/28!5)26)*--$!X!7$(!A$(!X!;*1!(2!1.)$*0!(#$!+',-./4!

P*'&$1!(2!,2&86!.$2.'$!*4)211!(#$!#21(!8*(/28!*80!D$,280J!!

LONDON BRAZIL 

March 2013 - London Organising Committee of the 

Olympic and Paralympic Games (LOCOG). 

Meeting with Nick Fuller58 (Head of Education for 

the London 2012 Olympic Games). 

9th March 2015 – Meeting with Professor 

Regina de Assis (former Professor at PUC and 

Secretary of Education, Rio de Janeiro) 

 9th March 2015 – Meeting with Paulo Lima, 

Director of Viracao, an NGO, focused on 

educational and communication projects for 

young people in Brazil 

 11th March 2015 – Rio Organising Committee of 

the Olympic and Paralympic Games (ROCOG). 

Meeting with Head of Education, Maria Berh; 

Strategic Communications Specialist, Carla 

Marques; and Education Coordinator, Ewerton 

Camargo. 
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 12th March 2015 – Meeting with Gizele Martins, 

a young activist and favela resident, in favela 

Complexo da Mare 

 19th March – Meeting with Professor 

Alessandra Alde, from the Media Department, 

Estate University of Rio de Janeiro, UERJ 

 24th and 25th March – Meeting with Executive 

Director, Antonio Silva and Finance Director 

Miriam Pragita from ANDI (Communication 

and Rights, Brazil) NGO based in Brasilia.  
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Appendix 11: Textual Analysis of Brazil Newspapers’ 
front pages 

!
STAGE 1: POSITION, COMPOSITION AND INTERTEXTUALITY 
!
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59 Position, Composition and Intertextuality are part of the first stage of analysis of the story 
or the formal staging of a news text. 
Position implies where the story is located/placed in relation to other stories; where does it 
continue? What does the positioning tell you about the significance of has been accorded? Can 
you say more from it about news production? 
Composition refers to typographical arrangement and style, e.g. how it is laid out on the page? 
Intertextual relations – is linked to other new stories and discourse types within the 
newspaper 
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STAGE 2 AND 3: THEMATIC STRUCTURE AND DISCOURSE  SCHEMATA 
!
!

 
Newspaper 
Front Page 

 

 
Sequencing Structure60 

 
Source Quantity and 

Quality 

 
Framing Procedures 

Globo 
20/02/15 

Two stories focused on the 
country’s political affairs 
and crises/corruption. The 
first is about the country’s 
inflation and how it is 
already affecting Class C, 
the second is about the 
investigation of Beija Flor 
(carnival club) which was 
sponsored by equatorial 
Guinean dictatorship.  
 

News about the inflation 
with details from a 
credible source, based on 
a research conducted in 
the country (researcher 
company identified); 
 
The second news story 
has less sources from 
independent sides. It is 
based on a suspicion that 
will be investigated by 

Little is seen or can be read 
about antagonistic voices. 
The whole front page 
suggests a high level of 
corruption, political 
instability and economic 
recession, implying that the 
current Government, led by 
Dilma is to blame for the 
whole situation.   

!
!" !Sequence Structure, Source quantity and Quality, and Framing procedures are part of the second stage 
of the study of text. They involve looking at the thematic structure of the text. Sequence structure 
involves the overall arrangement of the narrative out of which the news text is constructed, e.g. how is 
the material from journalist source ranked in order of importance?  
Source quantity and quality relates to the journalistic sources and how they use material in the news, 
e.g. are the sources cited in favour of a certain angle? Are the sources deriving from other sources?  
Framing procedures is about the use of sources to discredit, undermine or disclaim other sources. How 
antagonistic voices are deployed against each other.   
!
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A picture is completely 
decontextualized and it 
describes a scenario about 
street sellers with the 
caption “Importation” 

the Public Ministry about 
an alleged money 
laundry that was used to 
support  

Globo 
21/02/15 

Three stories lead the 
news. The political crisis 
with Petrobas (delaying 
some of the constructions); 
the MP covering money for 
constructions; and the 
international scandal with 
Ambassador of Indonesia 
returning home.   

Greater detail of 
information provided on 
the Petrobas case and the 
scandal with the 
corruption. The sources 
are based on workers 
and the numbers taken 
from their forecasts too.  

Antagonistic voices deployed 
in terms of identifying the 
causes of corruption. There is 
evidence from the President 
who states that crises started 
during previous 
governments and a detailed 
account of wat is happening 
at the moment with Petrobas 
scandal.  

Globo 
22/02/15 

The news continues to be 
structured in order to give 
priority to the political and 
economic scandal of the 
country. It starts with the 
news about the money 
/scandal that involved 
covering up 1bn in Petrobas 
Lava Jato corruption case.  
It then moves onto a 
completely different news 
story, about the famous 
beach, Praia do Secreto, that 
is no longer a secret.  

Details given about the 
money and the people 
involved in the scheme, 
from auditors point of 
view.  
 
 
 
 

No antagonistic 
views/perspectives provided 
here.  

Globo 
23/02/15 

The front page is 
structured in a way to give 
news about the political 
scandal and the briberies 
related to Petrobas. And 
then the second news is 
about the Carnival and the 
blocks including reactions 
to Boavista block for being 
sponsored by a leader of 
dictatorship of Equatorial 
Guinea.  

Details about the bribes 
are given based on a 
statement of a whistle-
blower, named in the 
story.  
 
The other piece of 
information is based on 
an interpretation and 
reactions from the 
public, in general, 
particularly on the Beija 
Flor  

Antagonistic voices about the 
Beija Flor, described as 
applauded by some and 
criticised by others 
(sponsored by the 
dictatorship government of 
equatorial guinea)  

Globo 
24/02/15 

The news are structured by 
giving information about 
the political news first and 
the crisis the country is 

Details about the 
political crisis is given 
from one perspective, 
that Dilma is seeking 

No antagonistic voices 
deployed in this front page. It 
is predominantly a 
description of what is 
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living and then the 
protests in the streets that 
are affecting the 
exportations.  

support from PMDB and 
the hard work of other 
MPS to get the fiscal 
adjustment through. It 
states as well that PIB 
decreased by 6.7% thus 
emphasising the 
problematic government 
at the moment. It takes a 
critical angle towards 
current President Dilma 
and her supporters and it 
does not give much info 
from the President’s side. 
 
Also, the  news story 
about the protests and 
how it is affecting 
exportations seems to be 
exacerbated from the 
newspaper. There are no 
sources that indicate that 
exportation has been 
affected but this is the 
angle chosen by the 
newspaper.  

happening in the country 
based in one angle with little 
space for counter voices.  
(unless it is provided inside 
the newspaper, where the 
stories continue)  

Globo 
25/02/15 

Structure to emphasise the 
country’s inflation and the 
impact on the economy, 
then followed by a 
demonstration of a fight, 
which is related to the 
protests in the streets.  

Balanced between source 
types. It states facts and 
the implications of that 
in the streets with the 
protests and other 
manifestations from the 
population.  
The quality tends to 
favour a climate of fear 
and confrontation 
between those who want 
the President’s 
impeachment and those 
who don’t. It highlights 
this topic even though it 
is not happening yet.  

Different antagonist voices 
deployed in both cases of the 
mains stories.  

Globo 
26/02/15 

The front page is 
structured in order to give 
info about the Government 
plans for the construction 
of new transportations. It 

It states that the delays in 
the constructions are due 
to the fiscal adjustment 
but no other voices are 
heard, in this case, for 

Antagonistic voices deployed 
in the two news stories. It 
depicts one angle from the 
Government and the other 
what is happening in reality 
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highlights the fact that 
there will be a delay in the 
financing of these road 
works and then it also 
states, as second news 
item, the idea that the 
Brazilian currency may be 
affected. Overall, it is all 
about the economic 
instability that the country 
is starting to feel.  

example from 
Government sources.  
 
The second news story 
about the Brazilian note 
(currency) being 
affected, the source 
derives from Moody’s 
agency. It is clearer in 
terms of source and there 
is also a part about what 
Dilma thinks regarding 
Moody’s evaluation.  

in the country. Same applies 
to the news about the 
Brazilian currency /note. The 
President describes her view 
and says it was not a realistic 
assessment.  

Globo 
27/02/15 

This front page is 
structured along the same 
lines as the previous ones, 
by giving emphasis to the 
political and economic 
crisis of the country. It 
starts with the news about 
the fiscal adjustment and 
then with another story 
about the financial support 
of private education.  

Sources derive from 
Government 
negotiations about the 
fiscal adjustment, 
although there is not 
specific indication of the 
name of sources.  
 
Same of the private 
funding. It states the 
facts but it does not say 
who or which source is 
based on.  

Antagonistic voices identified 
between the Government and 
PT and the opposition with 
the fiscal adjustment. 
Unemployment goes up for 
the first time since 2009, is a 
way of also criticising current 
government. But little space 
is given to the current 
government voice.   

Globo 
28/02/15 

The news are structured in 
order to highlight the 
political and economic 
crisis of the country. It first 
states a news story about 
the economy, taxes going 
up 150% and the 
implications in Brazil’s 
industries.  

A great detail in relation 
to numbers and taxes 
and the economy in 
general is given. The 
quality is not 
compromised as it states 
facts rather than views  

There are different voices at 
stake and interplay. The facts 
from the economy recessions 
and taxes and then from 
Minister Levy.  
 
On the second news story, it 
states that the one side of the 
complex corruption case is 
willing to denounce but there 
is also the statement from 
Janot, who says that his 
house was invaded last Jan. It 
shows the complexity of this 
case and how many people 
are involved with different 
interests.  

Globo 
01/03/15 

The front page is 
structured in order to give 
priority to the news about 
the 450th anniversary of 

Details about the 450th 
anniversary of Rio de 
Janeiro is provided to a 
large extent on the front 

No antagonistic voices 
deployed in the story. It 
favours the accusations and 
assumes that all defendants 
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city of Rio de Janeiro and 
then, underneath about the 
political crisis.  

page. It gives details 
about the city’s buildings 
and development along 
these 4 centuries with 
specific indications of 
what was built and what 
happened in terms of 
city development.  
The news about the 
political scandal and 
Petrobas gives details of 
briberies but it is hard to 
identify the sources of 
that information.  

are guilty. No space for their 
voices to be heard, at least on 
the front page.  

Globo 
02/03/15 

The front page is 
structured by giving 
priority to two pieces of 
news: the 450th anniversary 
of Rio de Janeiro and the 
political crisis that the 
country is experienced 
with the Petrobras and Lava 
Jato cases. These two 
appear at the same level, 
next to each other, in the 
front page. Then, other 
news stories follow with 
less space underneath 
these two.  

Sources about the 
anniversary of Rio de 
Janeiro are cited in a way 
of celebration and 
historical perspectives 
describing the cake of 
450 meters that was 
irreverent and the best 
way to celebrate this 
date. 
 
The news about the 
political scandal suggests 
again that Dilma is 
losing power. The fiscal 
adjustment was rejected. 
It specifies the number of 
votes and how many 
MPs rejected the 
measurement. This 
suggests an angle that 
Dilma is at grips with the 
political situation during 
her term.  

It discredits Dilma’s fiscal 
adjustment by stating that 
this is a complex and difficult 
proposal to pass in 
government. The story also 
explains who is against this 
measurement but it does not 
specify the reasons behind, 
just indicates that there is a 
force against President 
Dilma.  

Globo 
03/03/15 

The news are structured 
according to the political 
crisis developments. It first 
states judge Moro with the 
headline “we need to 
follow the money to get to 
the boss” suggesting that 
the investigations are 
underway but will be 

The sources about the 
news story of the 
investigation, with photo 
of judge Moro favours 
the judge views and 
states what he thinks. 
There is little evidence 
about the other parties 
views.  

No antagonistic voices 
deployed. Only one, from 
judge Moro and what is 
intended to be done to find 
out people involved in the 
Petrobas case.  
 
With the fiscal adjustment, it 
is suggested that Minister 
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following the money so 
that they can get to the big 
figures involved in the 
case. The second part is 
dedicated to the fiscal 
adjustment, which is 
another part of the political 
process that has been on 
the news lately and 
involves negotiations 
between Dilma and other 
MPs.  

The other news about the 
fiscal adjustment has 
different takes and is 
explained in more detail.  

Levy is dividing the 
government. Different views 
and opinions are stated and 
displayed for the readers to 
understand what is at stake.  

Globo 
04/03/15 

The news are focused on 
the political crisis by 
giving relevance to the 
process of investigations 
and stating that this is 
impacting in the country’s 
crisis. The front page 
begins with the photo of 
politicians Renan and 
Cunha who are part of the 
list of defendants in the 
case Lava Jato and 
Petrobas. It then follows 
with more details about 
the accusations and news 
stories about the Italian 
who is being deported and 
the Eike case.  

Little information is 
given about the sources. 
It is assumed that these 
are based on the 
information issued by 
the court and the list 
obtained by the judges. 
The entire page suggests 
that Dilma is losing 
power with the 
accusations and the 
political crisis during her 
presidency.  

There’s information from 
different sources but the 
main news about the 
investigation of Lava Jato is 
kept in secret. The details 
provided is based on the facts 
known by journalists and the 
statements of some 
politicians. Little is given 
about the defendants point of 
view 

Globo 
05/03/15 

The news on this front 
page continue to be 
structured in order to 
highlight the political 
situation about Lava Jato 
and investigations taking 
place. It states at the top 
“political crisis” and the 
entire page is dedicated to 
this topic.  

The sources are given 
according to what is 
happening during the 
investigations. It tends to 
feature more about 
Dilma being accused and 
the process instead of 
giving voice to what 
other people are saying.  

It is hard to identify 
antagonistic voices as the 
front page has little text and 
it is very much visual, with 
photos and drawings. It does 
state the process at the 
Supreme Court and the fact 
that Dilma is losing power.  

Globo 
06/03/15 

The news are structured in 
order to give priority and 
feature to the political 
situation in the country 
(Petrobas and Lava Jato 
investigations) with other 
news about the dollar and 

Details of the 
investigation is given in 
the front page. There is a 
substantial amount of 
info given at the front 
page compared to other 
news stories.  

The story tries to depict an 
account of the facts from 
different sides in relation to 
the investigations. It also 
describes the economic 
situation and the position of 
the dollar in relation to the 
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the implications of the 
political situation on the 
economy.  

real. Antagonistic voices are 
deployed in the text.  

Globo 
07/03/15 

The news are structured in 
order to give detail about 
the 49 politicians who are 
investigated as part of the 
Lava Jato process. It is also 
focused on economic crisis 
lived in the country by 
stating the fact that 
inflation is at its highest.  

Details about the 49 
politicians who are being 
investigated takes almost 
the entire page of this 
front page, with also 
details about the 
campaign of Dilma 
(current President at the 
time) being investigated.  

There are not many 
antagonistic voices identified 
here, as the text in the front 
page mainly states the 
accusations and what is 
happening. It features the 49 
politicians who are part of 
the process but their voices is 
not heard. This is not 
possible to ascertain unless 
there is more inside the 
newspaper. 

Globo 
08/03/15 

The front page is 
structured with a narrative 
about the political situation 
of the country. Only a 
small story about a man 
who climbed a mountain 
in SP stands out from the 
main news about the 
political instability. The 
story is constructed in 
order to give an update 
about the accusations and 
investigations of Lava Jato 
(Petrobas)  

A great deal of detail is 
given about the political 
situation and 
investigations of Lava 
Jato. In this case, the 
main news states a 
document that reinforces 
the accusation of Youseff 
against Cunha and other 
details of the Lava Jato 
process.  

The news in this issue and 
front page about the political 
situation is described in 
greater detail. Different 
voices and opinions are 
provided. It goes into so 
much detail that it is possible 
to understand the situation 
and what is happening.  

Globo 
09/03/15 

The news stories are 
constructed by giving 
relevance to three stories: 
football; the political crisis 
with the President and 
Lava Jato; and the 
international Women’s 
Day.  

The news about football 
is stated in factual way. 
The same for 
international Women’s 
day. Yet the news about 
Dilma is contra balanced 
with two angles. It states 
that President is seeking 
a financial adjust 
whereas the country is 
taking to the streets and 
protesting. There seems 
to be two angles offering 
thus a good perspective 
of what is happening at a 
political level.  

Antagonistic voices are 
deployed / offered in the 
story about President and the 
political situation of the 
country.  
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Extra 
20/02/15 

The news are structure in 
order to give emphasis to 
the current scandal with 
Beija Flor and the mobile 
phone company. There is 
also a new story about 
football. Little about the 
political and economic 
situation of the country.  

Details about Beija Flor 
are given with a flavour 
of sarcasm and humour 
which is a common 
feature of this 
newspaper. Other news 
are based on facts 
around the city and it is 
hard to tell if quality is 
compromised, as these 
are only headlines and 
sub headlines.  

Two voices are given in the 
story about the mobile phone 
operator.  

Extra 
21/02/15 

The news are focused on 
Rio de Janeiro, more at a 
local level and what is 
happening at various 
levels with the 
constructions of metro, the 
city’s changes and about 
the Mayor of Rio. 

There is a tendency to 
focus on the local news, 
in this case Rio de 
Janeiro, whereas the 
national and political 
news, such as about 
Dilma with the 
Indonesian Ambassador 
is given less space and 
relevance.  

No antagonistic voices. 

Extra 
22/02/15 

The news are focused on 
the sensationalism of 
celebrities and miles. It 
displays very little on 
national, political or the 
economy. Relevance is 
given to very trivial news, 
such as the first one about 
how to get more flight 
miles. Or the news about  

Little information is 
given on the sources, 
apart from the 
people/celebrities who 
are talking. For example 
on the miles and on the 
judge and Eike case. 

No antagonistic voices. 

Extra 
23/02/15 

The news are focused on 
Lava Jato case and scandal 
about Beija Flor and then 
switches to football, 
denoting that the front 
page is not just about the 
corruption but also a great 
deal is on sensationalism 
and other topics relevant to 
the readers of this 
newspaper.  

There is not much 
information on the 
headlines about the 
sources. It leaves the 
reader in doubt about 
who and what sources 
are behind these 
statements and 
news/headlines. 

No antagonistic voices.  
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Extra 
24/02/15 

The news are focused on 
mundane stories instead of 
framing it around national 
or world news. It is very 
sensationalist and locally 
driven. The news about the 
political situation is 
mentioned but in a very 
small space of the page 
with little relevance and 
emphasis on the main 
page.  Instead we have 
news about the bullet that 
killed a policeman; and 
taxis having to give 
receipts to clients 

It is hard to tell the 
source of these news. 
The headlines are short 
and with little detail on 
the sources.  

No antagonistic voices 
identified.  

Extra 
25/02/15 

The news are focused on 
the political scandal with 
judge and Eike case. It 
shows an image of the 
judge driving a car.  

Scarce information is 
given on the sources of 
the news on this front 
page.  

No antagonistic voices. 

Extra 
26/02/15 

The news follow the same 
vein as previous issue and 
continue to give emphasis 
to the Eike case and the 
judge involved in this case. 
It states, more specifically, 
that the piano offered by 
Eike was taken away from 
the judge and other things. 
Apart from this, the rest of 
the news are on football 
and other topics related to 
celebrities.  

It is again very hard to 
determine the source 
quality and quantity as 
the headlines do not give 
much information about 
the sources. What stands 
out from the news of 
Eike and the judge is the 
piano and the fact that 
this will be 
arrested/taken as part of 
the bribery. Great 
attention is given to this 
case, using the 
conditional which 
implies a supposition 
rather than actual facts.  

No antagonistic voices.  

Extra 
27/02/15 

The news are structure by 
giving relevance to what is 
happening in the country 
with the protests and the 
city of Rio de Janeiro’s 
celebration of its 
anniversary. It begins with 
the more national news on 

Sources about the first 
image is based on what 
President Dilma said 
instead of statements of 
people who took to the 
streets and complained 
about the Government. 
Other news stories on 

No antagonistic voices.  
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Sequencing Structure60 

 
Source Quantity and 

Quality 

 
Framing Procedures 

the judge and lava 
jato/bribery case, then 
focuses on more local and 
sensationalist news and the 
celebrations of 450th 
anniversary of Rio de 
Janeiro.  

this front page are based 
on one side of the story 
which is difficult to tell if 
there is more inside that 
compromised source 
quantity and quality.  

Extra 
28/02/15 

The front page structured 
the news by giving 
prominence first to a 
celebrity ( woman) with 
her picture standing out 
and then news about the 
electricity (that is going 
up) ending with news 
about the celebrations of 
Rio’s anniversary.  

Details about the 
electricity prices increase 
are offered based on two 
companies prices, which 
shows good quality and 
quantity of sources. The 
rest of the news are 
based on the size of the 
cake for the city’s 
anniversary and the 
celebrity on the top of 
the page who is a carioca 
of the sea.  

Only two different views are 
given on the story/headlines 
about the electricity prices.  

Extra 
01/03/15 

The main news about the 
city’s anniversary with 
different stories on the 
front page on this. Yet, 
what stands out is the 
news about the cars and 
motorbikes that are 
allegedly cheaper if bought 
in consortiums.   

A great deal of details is 
given about the city’s 
preparation for its 
anniversary. Also, details 
are given on the other 
news, such as the cars 
and motorbike prices 
going up. However more 
if about the pros and 
cons are inside the 
newspaper.   

No antagonistic voices.  

Extra 
02/03/15 

This issue is focused 
mainly on the anniversary 
of city Rio de Janeiro. It 
states the different events 
taking place in the city as 
part of the 
commemorations. Thus, 
the focus is local first with 
other news/headlines 
about political and other 
topics taking less 
prominence on the front 
page.  

Favours the positive of 
the 450th anniversary of 
the city. States. Give 
details about where to 
get information about 
the new renting prices.  

No antagonistic voices. 
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Extra 
03/03/15 

Priority is given to 
celebrity news, such as 
Maradona and one more 
about a model. There is 
little emphasis on the 
country/city’s news, aside 
from one story on the 
traffic chaos in the city of 
Rio with headline that 
stands out from the rest of 
the other news. 

Little information, with 
the news about the traffic 
chaos there is an 
inclination to blame the 
officers and how things 
were organised by the 
head of police, as they 
were being allocated to 
other things instead of 
controlling the traffic. ( it 
takes a sarcastic note to 
this) 

No antagonistic voices. 

Extra 
04/03/15 

Focused on a celebrity 
news, with a car and a 
woman near it. The 
priority is on this celebrity 
news, in a sensationalist 
manner, followed by other 
more “serious” news about 
the company that wants to 
increase electricity 
bills/taxes.  
More local/technology 
news about WhatsApp is 
also mentioned in the front 
page. It implies more 
sensationalism but with a 
degree of awareness about 
the new technologies.  

It is hard to tell the 
sources as these are 
mainly headlines with 
small text. The news 
about the celebrity is 
presumably from 
paparazzi’s whereas the 
news about the 
electricity company is 
based on the company’s 
statement.  

No antagonistic voices, in 
general. With the news about 
the electricity company, it 
states that it asked the 
national agency of electricity, 
thus showing two angles 
from the story.  

Extra 
05/03/15 

The news are focused on 
the salaries of 
housekeepers/cleaners 
and the Eike case. There is 
emphasis on the national 
news with other stories on 
more local/sensationalist 
angles: e.g. celebrity death; 
football and the zoo of Rio 
that may be closed due to 
conditions and need to be 
revamped.  

The first two main 
stories have a great deal 
of details (quantity wise), 
informing the reader of 
the main information. 
The rest of the stories are 
more influenced by the 
quality and angle, such 
as the story about the 
Zoo in which there is no 
other details apart from 
the headline; and the 
story about the bus that 
crashed across a 
woman’s house.  

No space for antagonistic 
voices.  
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Extra 
06/03/15 

This front page is a mix of 
national/political news, 
such as the list of 
defenders including Rio 
governor, and football plus 
other more 
local/sensationalist news. 
The two photos that stand 
out are about football and 
a yellow Ferrari. However 
the first headline draws 
attention to the political 
scandal taking place at that 
time in Brazil, with the title 
stating that Pezao, Rio’s 
Governor, is on the list of 
people who will be 
investigated as part of Lava 
Jato case.  

The headlines state the 
news but give no 
information about who 
and what source it may 
come from. The headline 
about Pezao is clear that 
this was instigated by 
the public prosecutor, 
yet the other news are 
vague on the sources.  

No space for antagonistic 
voices.  

Extra 
07/03/15 

This front page leads from 
the previous one in two 
ways. It continues the story 
about the list of people 
who are going to be 
investigated as part of the 
Lava Jato case and the story 
about criminal age. It links 
this by suggesting that the 
money spent by the list of 
politicians would be 
enough to keep young 
children in school and 
avoid street crime. Below 
is a photo of two kids who 
were caught in a robbery.  

Both the quantity and 
quality of sources are 
weak as they infer 
something that it is hard 
to prove. There is no 
indication of where the 
correlation between 
street kids and the 
corruption of politicians 
in the case of Lava Jato 
are interrelated, but the 
newspaper makes this 
link.  

No antagonistic voices.  

Extra 
08/03/15 

The news are structured by 
giving prominence to local 
news about the city’s new 
radars, stating that a car is 
fined every 13 seconds; 
then a celebrity news and 
ends with a story about 
football and the women’s 
day; and minors being 
arrested for crimes. 

Details about the radars 
and the amount of fines 
is given; the same for the 
number of young people 
being arrested for crimes 
in the past year.  

No antagonistic voices.  
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Extra 
09/03/15 

The news are structured by 
giving priority to football, 
with a big picture and a 
title indication victory for 
Fluminense. It then follows 
with news about politics 
and local crime.  

A good balance between 
quality and quantity is 
given It is hard to 
ascertain the levels as 
these are mostly based 
on headlines, so a lot of 
information is inside the 
newspaper.  

Two voices/angles are given 
on the heading about the 
transports commission and 
what is happening with the 
vehicles.  
 

!
! !
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STAGE 4: LEXICAL CHOICE61 
!
 

Newspaper 
Front Page 

 

 
Lexicon 

Globo 
20/02/15 

Inflation already reduces consumption of Class C 
Research shows that 47% already reduced their supermarket expenditure 
 
Public Ministry will investigate donation to Beija Flor. 
 “like importation” – caption of photo with street sellers. - … busy with stalls 
and sellers from neighbouring countries …. 
 
“Sponsoring dictatorship” – (on the news about MP investigation the 
donations to Beija Flor)  
Suspect of money laundry, African has properties in Brazil. 
 

Globo 
21/02/15 

Petrobras delays 11bn in projects 
Public Ministry charges 4.47 Bi of contractors 
Wrongdoings in the 90s increased the corruption (stated by Dilma) 
Indonesian Ambassador returns home – this is due to political  
 

Globo 
22/02/15 

Scheme hide 11bn  
Electricity should go up 70% 
It is no longer a secret (beach) 

Globo 
23/02/15 

New centre of investigation got a bribe of 36 millions 
Monobloc throws a party for 500 thousand 
Between boos and applauses (referring to Beija Flor, parade that was allegedly 
sponsored by the equatorial regime)  

Globo 
24/02/15 

Dilma seeks PMDB to come out of isolation ( in relation to the political situation 
and the fiscal adjustment) 
Protests on the roads affects even the exportation  
Slipping of 6.7% of GDP  

Globo 
25/02/15 

Inflation shoots (goes up) and protests in the streets is the new threat 
IPCS …. The highest in 12 years 
Without peace and love (image about a mock scenario of a fight between PT 
protesters and those who are asking for the impeachment of Dilma perform a 
fake fight.) 
The Judge and the Porsche  
 

Globo 
26/02/15 

Money for contracted constructions hold until July 

!
61 Lexical choice supports the thematic structure of the story. It is important to look at the ideological 

implications of lexical choice. It suggests certain ideological beliefs and values underpinning particular 

stories and gives evidence to ways in which various words in a news text support the overarching 

semantic structure of its narrative.  
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Lexicon 

Tatuzao is arriving ( referring to the machine that excavates the tunnel for the 
metro 
Note of Brazil can be affected (referring to the currency value of real) due to the 
political and economic situation  

Globo 
27/02/15 

Adjust may cut up to 22% of the budget until the end of the year. (it refers to 
the financial adjustment) 
Financial crisis in of the public in the private sector (referring to the financing 
of private higher education) 

Globo 
28/02/15 

Taxes go up to 150% and industry fears unemployment 
Executives of Camargo Correa will denounce  (related to the Lava Jato and 
Petrobras cases) 

Globo 
01/03/15 

450 years of Rio (in relation to the anniversary of the city of Rio de Janeiro) 
Contractors received even for rain …(suggesting the corruption levels with 
Lava Jato) 
 
 

Globo 
02/03/15 

Four centuries and half of irreverence (referring to the anniversary of Rio de 
Janeiro) 
Petistas in Congress reject the fiscal adjustment  
Levy’s talk threatens negotiation 
Amazonia mapped by Google 
 

Globo 
03/03/15 

We need to follow the money to get to the boss, says judge ( implying the 
investigations need to follow the money to get to the bosses involved in the 
Lava Jato schemes)  
 
Adjust of Levy divides the government ( about the fiscal adjustment)  
 

Globo 
04/03/15 

Investigation worsens crisis  
Judge determines deportation of Italian Cesare Battisti 
Dollar reaches highest value in 10 years 
Process of Eike Batista is suspense/ on hold 

Globo 
05/03/15 

Defeat takes power away from Dilma to contribute to STF 
Dilma and Aecio names out of the list 
Janot rejects pressure from police in Lava Jato process  
Dollar goes up with political crisis and quotation to tourists goes to 3.33 reais  
BC increases interests to 12.75% to contain inflation  

Globo 
06/03/15  

PMDB isolates PT on the CPI; list of Janot has 8 senators  
…. 45 politicians involved in the Lava Jato  
Dollar goes over 3 reais and tourists consider Europe   

Globo 
07/03/15 

Inquiries against 49 politicians investigate weekly bribery  
As high as 8.42% in petrol, inflation is record (headline, although then in the 
following text, with small letters it explains that it is the highest value in that 
year, so far) 

Globo 
08/03/15 

Document reinforces accusation of Youssef against Cunha 
Scheme (corruption) lead PP to pressure to change Minister 
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The owner of the mountain (relating to the man who climbed the mountain) 
Dilma only meets 1 of her aims/objectives  

Globo 
09/03/15 

OnTV, Dilma defends adjust, on streets confusion  
I deserve respect (relating to women’s international day) 
Beltrame …. Traffic of guns 
Brazil wants more trade with USA 
PF investigates purchase of votes 

Extra 
20/02/15 

Server blocks internet after payment (technology, crisis) 
Laila did witchcraft for Beija Flor [on the Beija Flor case, with the support, 
donations of Guinean dictator) (political, corruption, local, carnival) 
Traffic will change in the city centre from day 1 (local, transportations, traffic) 

Extra 
21/02/15 

What will the lines of 93 trajectories of buses look like in the city centre (local, 
transportation, city’s transformations) 
Paes is the Mayor of Rio not just Portela, says Horta (political, local) 
Crisis in hospital leads to cancelation of surgeries (economy, crisis, health, 
political) 
Dilma stops ambassador of Indonesia (international politics, crisis) 

Extra 
22/02/15 

What is the best card to accrue miles and fly for free (celebrity, 
sensationalism)? 
“I suffer pressure from all places” – judge on Eike case (political, corruption) 
If condemn, Eike Batista will lose everything (corruption, political, national) 
Guinean, dictator, also invested in football (on the Guinean donation to Beija 
Flor and alleged corruptions) 
 

Extra 
23/02/15 

Eike cars that are going to auction have 29 fines (corruption, political, 
national) 
Violent weekend with 4 policeman dead (crime, local) 
Boos for the champion [about Beija Flor], (political, corruption, local) 

Extra 
24/02/15 

1640 guns were checked (corruption, crime) 
Gun of dead policeman got stuck and was found batched (crime, local) 
Taxis will only get inspection if they have printer (for clients’ receipts) 
(corruption, national) 
  

Extra 
25/02/15 

Judge is caught in the car of Eike (political scandal, corruption) 
 

Extra 
26/02/15 

Judge of Eike case may have his acts cancelled (Political, national, corruption) 
Piano taken from the house of neighbour (Eike case, political, national, 
corruption) 
Deputy will have funds for wife to travel by plane (corruption, national) 

Extra 
27/02/15 

Judge in debts (political, scandal, corruption, national) 
“cleaning the country” a metaphor to relate to what President Dilma said 
about housecleaners salaries and lives. (National, political) 
Party of 450 years (City’s anniversary) 
Government sees threats to attorney of Lava Jato (political scandal, Lava Jato, 
Petrobras, corruption) 
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Extra 
28/02/15 

Electricity goes up to 22% in Rio (economy, local) 
It is time to blow the candle (Rio’s anniversary, local) 

Extra 
01/03/15 

Cars and motorbikes up to 39% cheaper in consortiums.  (economy) 
Traffic (of drugs) takes train stations (local situation with drugs) 
  

Extra 
02/03/15 

Rio 450 (city’s anniversary) 
Renting taxes  
Paes and Pezao reinforce support to Dilma (political situation) 

Extra 
03/03/15 

Changes in port creates new function: officers of mess (sarcasm to describe the 
chaos in the city with lack of policeman) 
Military police admits shooting at young people in Palmeirinha 

Extra 
04/03/15 

Aside from Porsche, Judge kept Eike’s piano (Political, Corruption Case) 
Ampla wants to increase electricity prices by 56% (economy) 
Reports of abuse via WhatsApp (local, sensationalism, crime) 
Strike removes 11 lines of buses from the west zone (local, transports, city) 
The estate already owes 700 millions to suppliers  
Lava Jato (political, corruption, scandal) 

Extra 
05/03/15 

Housekeeper/cleaner salary should reach 940 reais. Government sends new 
proposal for readjustment of salaries in 9 categories (political, economic) 
 
Judge of Eike case might get his assets arrested (political scandal, corruption) 

Extra 
06/03/15 

Pezao on the list … (scandal Lava Jato) 
Beltrame – criticises the law and says that it is important to reconsider the 
situation on minor offenders (legal criminal age/age of criminal 
responsibility) 
Judge steps down from Eike case 
Zoo of Rio may close down due to need to constructions/repairs (local) 
 

Extra 
07/03/15 

Connect the points 
44 politicians and one lobbyist will be investigated as part of Lava Jato case 
(political) 
… a reflexion on how the country treats its future (children)…  the scheme 
that these politicians are accused to be involved could keep 1.1 millions of 
children in school for one year… (political, criminal legal age) 
 
 

Extra 
08/03/15 

A car is fined every 13 seconds 
Flamengo wins 
 

Extra 
09/03/15 

Alerj want to know where are all the “pardais” of Rio 
Flu puts Vasco on lidership 
Two military policeman are dead and 5 wounded in shooting  
Dilma reconvenes with ministers to evaluate inquiries. 
 

!
! !
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STAGE 5: THEMATIC MACRO-STRUCTURES AND DISCOURSE SCHEMATA 
(the text in light of ideological concepts)62 
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!
62 Thematic macro-structures and discourse schemata – how are these mobilised in different ways? Look 

at formation of headlines and leads, and explore the possibility of broader ideological concepts linked to 

it. 
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Appendix 12: Textual Analysis of UK Newspapers’ 
front pages 

 
STAGE 1: POSITION, COMPOSITION AND INTERTEXTUALITY 
 
 
!
!

 
Newspaper 

Front 
Page/Date 

 

 
Position63 

 
Composition 

 
Intertextual relations 

Guardian 
27/07/12 

Big Picture (Jennifer 
Saunders and Joanne 
Lumley carrying the 
torch) positioned at the 
top of front page, 
centred, with text 
below. It draws 
attention to the 
Olympics, stresses the 
relevance of the Games 
that are just about to 
start 

The picture is placed 
at the top with the 
headline below. It 
emphasises/indicates 
joy and excitement of 
hosting the Games 

The picture is followed by an 
opinion news piece by Jonathan 
Freedland about the Olympics 
expectations. The piece covers 
half page, with continuation on 
page 2-7. The following article, 
underneath, is completely 
unrelated to the Olympics, yet 
still focused on politics )e.g. 
about Ireland and IRA).  
The headline stands out as 
“Time to find out who we are” . 
There is another small picture 
with the Olympic rings, half 
way through the text, indicating 
0 days to go.  

!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!# !Position, Composition and Intertextuality are part of the first stage of analysis of the story or the formal 
staging of a news text. 
Position implies where the story is located/placed in relation to other stories; where does it continue? 
What does the positioning tells you about the significance of has been accorded? Can you say more from 
it about news production? 
Composition refers to typographical arrangement and style, e.g. how it is laid out on the page? 
Intertextual relations – is linked to other newstories and discourse types within the newspaper 
!
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Guardian 
28/07/12 

   

Observer 
29/07/12 

The entire front page 
is one image of 
swimmer Olympian 
Michael Phelps. The 
text is inserted inside 
the image  (only 
headline on top left 
corner and info at the 
bottom). The story is 
located as main one in 
the entire front page. 
There is no other 
stories displayed in 
the same front page.  

It is a photo that 
covers the whole front 
page, with very little 
text. Just headline and 
a few comments at 
the bottom. Special 
attention is given to 
the photo instead of 
written text.  

The photo links to the headline 
and other small sub-headlines at 
the bottom. It relates to the 
Olympics’ first day and sports 
competitions. Although the photo 
is about the famous Olympian 
swimmer Michael Phelps, the rest 
of the content, e.g. headline and 
sub-headings are linked to the 
first day of the Games and other 
sports. The texts suggest that it 
were triumphs and tears on the 
first day of the Olympics.  
Underneath there are references 
to other aspects of the Games, 
such as the controversy over 
empty seats at venue/ Mark 
Cavendish failing to get gold 
medal/ Team GBS Women 
Football 

Guardian 
30/07/12 

Picture covering a 
quarter of the front 
page, with athlete 
Lizzie Armistead 
holding  a medal 
followed by headline 
“No gold but plenty to 
cheer” – this image 
stands out from the 
whole text. It is 
followed but the story 
all around it (text on 
right hand side and 
bottom) 

The front page is laid 
out with a picture 
standing out but not 
covering the whole 
page. Around it is the 
text with two 
different stories. And 
another one at the 
bottom. All of them 
related to the 
Olympics but on 
different perspectives.  

Although all the news items in 
the front page relate to the 
Olympics, they touch on different 
topics. The text around the photo 
of Lizzie Armistead holding a 
medal is related to Great Britain 
getting medals. Yet, one is from 
the Olympics editor and the one 
next to the photo (on the right 
hand side, continuing to page 2, 
is related to cyclist Lizzie and the 
fact that she asked for rain…. The 
news text at the bottom of front 
page is focused on a completely 
different topic but yet about the 
Games. 

Guardian 
31/07/12 

Front page with 
prominence given to 
photo of Kristian 
Thomas competing at 
horizontal bar. 
Another story on 
China’s record win in 
pool being suspicious. 
Two stories that draw 
attention, one as an 
image and the other as 
headline. The 
Olympics news stories 
are put on top with 
only non related 
Olympics story at the 
bottom on Syrian War.  

Lay out of comprised 
of photo of British 
athlete doing the bars, 
followed by headline 
about China’s 
suspicious win in 
pool and other 
unrelated headline 
about Syria and Al-
Qaida.  

The photo is linked to the 
Olympics, with British athlete 
Kristian Thomas and referring to 
the team winning a medal for the 
first time in more than 100 years 
but losing out on the silver after a 
Japanese appeal. The following 
text is related but not about the 
photo. It is about the Olympics 
scandals. The last news story is 
not related to the Olympics. Yet 
more than half of the page is 
focused on the Games 
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Guardian 
1/08/12 

The main story is 
about Michael Phelps 
“The Greatest 
Olympian” who won 
a gold medal. It is 
centred around the 
image of him, in a 
pool.    

The front page is 
composed of a photo 
of swimmer Michael 
Phelps and the news 
story about his gold 
medal at the 
Olympics 2012 
London, written by 
Donald McRae. It 
covers the whole 
page. In the middle of 
the text there is a 
short news story 
drawing attention to 
an exclusive column 
by Bradley Wiggins 
pursuit of Olympic 
glory. Next to it a 
“Keep calm and carry 
on” alluring to the 
fact that “we” have 
got Bradley to come.   

The whole news story is by and 
large about Michael Phelps 
achievement and the Olympic 
Games. It links to one more story 
about the Bradley Wiggins.  

Guardian  
02/08/12 

The story is about 
Britain first golden 
medal at the 2012 
Games as a relief. It is 
accompanied by a 
photo of Bradley 
Wiggins with the 
caption “Phew”.  The 
focus is on British 
athletes getting 
medals at the Games 

The news story is laid 
out in the front page 
with a photo of 
Bradley Wiggins first 
and then three key 
points on the left 
hand side, describing 
British achievements. 
It has a long news 
story by Owen 
Gibson on Britain first 
gold medal, and 
another image on the 
right hand side of 
athletes Glover and 
Stanning (rowers) 
holding their gold 
medals. 

The photo is the main lead and 
works as headline. The rest of the 
new stories are focused on the 
same: the accomplishment of 
British athletes. All stories and 
the two photos link to each other. 
There is no other topic as news 
discussed on the front page. The 
news continues  

Guardian  
03/08/12 

Two stories placed on 
the front page: one 
about the Olympics 
and the other about 
UN disarray on Syria 
– they split the page 
although he first one 
is a photo of British 
athletes with the 
headline: “Tears of 
Hoy cap glorious day 

Big photo with small 
headline and second 
news story 
underneath. The 
photo of GB athletes 
covers half of the 
page and indicates 
further reading inside 
on pages 3-9 about 
“our Olympics 
pullout” . 

There is no intertextual relation 
between the two news stories 
feature on the front page. One is 
about the Olympics and the other 
about Syria and a third one about 
marine drones.  
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for team GB” . The 
Olympic Games’ news 
story is an image with 
no text, yet with 
indication that it 
continues onto pages 
3-9 

 
It is laid out on the 
page to draw visual 
attention but little is 
said in terms of news 
story. It is a lead / 
hook peg for the 
content inside the 
newspaper. 
 
Underneath the photo 
is a large headline 
about Kofi Annan’s 
resignation and the 
UN disarray, 
followed by a sub-
headline explain the 
story.  

Guardian 
04/08/12 

The main story is 
about British Victoria 
Pendleton getting 
gold medal at the 
Olympics and a great 
day for Britain’s world 
beating team. The 
story is positioned in 
the main front page as 
a photo, taking the 
whole page, 
displaying athlete 
Victoria Pendleton.  

The story is a photo of 
British athlete 
covering the whole 
page. At the bottom 
there is the news 
story following the 
photo about the gold 
medals achieved by 
Victoria Pendleton 
and others.  

The photo is linked to the text 
below.  

Observer 
05/08/12 

The story is about the 
British performance at 
the 2012 Olympics 
with 2 photos of Mo 
Farah and Jessica 
Ennis in covering the 
front page. It 
highlights the gold 
medals conquered by 
the British team with a 
list on the right hand 
side of who have won 
a gold medal. The 
whole front page is 
about the Olympics 
with no other story 
displayed in the same 
page.  

The main news story 
is laid out with 
photos. There is 
hardly any text in the 
cover page. Only two 
photos of athletes Mo 
Farah and Jessica 
Ennis, that cover the 
entire page. Mo  
Farah is on top, 
slightly smaller and 
Jessica Ennis photo 
covers the rest of the 
entire front page.  

Both Mo Farah and Jessica Ennis, 
despite competing in different 
ways, are related as they both 
imply wining gold medals. The 
headline is about all of them “ 
simply amazing” with a 
description of other gold medals 
achieved by British athletes.  

Guardian 
06/08/12 

The focus is on Usain 
Bolt record  9/63 

The main story is 
centred in the front 

There is an intertextuality relation 
between the photo of Usain Bolt 
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seconds at the London 
Olympics  - a photo of 
him covers almost the 
entire page. There is 
no indication that the 
story continues inside 
but it is implicit with 
the size of the photo 
and the dimension of 
the headline 
(suggesting a new 
record for the 
Jamaican athlete)  

page, covering almost 
all of it. The entire 
front page is 
dedicated to the 
Olympics, in this case 
on the achievement of 
record winner Usain 
Bolt. At the bottom 
with very small 
headlines features 
other news about 
Olympics such as 
British athletes results 

and the rest of the text at the 
bottom. They are all related to the 
Games and feature other news 
stories about the British athletes 
who won medals.  

Guardian 
07/08/12 

The page is divided 
into different news, 
featuring first, on top, 
with a photo, a news 
story about the 
equestrian 
showjumpers GB team 
at the London 
Olympics. 

There are four news 
stories in this front 
page. Particular 
emphasis is given to 
the Olympics news, 
with a photo of GB 
equestrian show 
jumpers, covering the 
top of the front page. 
It highlights the gold 
medals won by the 
GB team, and 
indicates that further 
info is inside the 
newspaper.  
The other stories (on 
political coalition 
clash, Assad’s and 
Syria’s crises, and life 
on Mars) take the rest 
of the front page. 
 
In this case we have 
news stories featured 
by order of 
importance in relation 
to the 
national/international 
news/ 

There is no intertextual 
relationship between the 4 news 
stories feature in this issue’s front 
page. They all covered different 
aspects of the world/society etc. 

Guardian 
08/08/12 

The main news is 
about Chris Hoy and 
the cyclist 
achievements at the 
Games. It features a 
photo of the athlete 
that covers half of the 
page, followed by 
text.  

The news about the 
Games are divided 
into two parts. The 
main one on the 
cyclist and GB team at 
the velodrome and its 
achievement, which 
continues on page 5. 
Then there is a piece 

Two news stories are related to 
one another. Hoy’s medal and the 
triathlon. The third news story 
below is not related to the Games. 
It stands in isolation from all the 
others in the front page.   
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on a penalty on a 
triathlon race 
described by Jonathan 
Brownlee who is a 
triathlon athlete.  
The last part of the 
front page (bottom) is 
about a banking 
criminal investigation 
involving Iranian 
money.  

Guardian 
09/08/12 

Cycling at the 
Olympics (velodrome) 
as main photo and 
news story in front 
page. It is a large 
photo but does not 
stand out as much as 
other news items in 
the same front page. 
Despite the photo 
little attention is 
drawn onto it as there 
are other news items 
that are featured and 
stand out, too.  
 

 
Main photo of cyclist 
at the velodrome 
covers half of the 
page, but then the 
following new stories 
also stand out. Less 
focus on the 
Olympics, even 
though the photo 
draws the attention of 
readers.  
 
The photo is followed 
by a headline about 
the 15,000 who did 
not apply for 
university fee after 
fees hike. And then 
there is another news 
item about the 
economy growth  

There is not any link between the 
Olympics’ photo and the other 
two news item on the front page. 
Instead, the only intertextuality 
noted is between the news stories 
about the fees hikes and the 
economy.  

Guardian 
10/08/12 

Front page features 
British boxing athlete 
Nicola Adams with 
hands up in joy after 
winning the first ever 
women’s boxing gold 
medal.  It covers half 
of the page  

The front page is 
composed of three 
main news stories: the 
Olympics, featuring 
Nicole Adams in a 
photo that takes half 
of the front page; then 
big headlines about 
“Legal challenge to 
Britain over secret US 
kill list” and 
underneath a third 
story about China’s 
political scandal and 
the trial of Gu Kalai 
accused of killing 
British businessman 
Neil Heywood. 

There are not specific intertextual 
relations between the three key 
news stories displayed on this 
issue’s front age. Yet, with the 
Olympics, as it is common, a 
small text about what’s inside the 
supplement, there is more info 
that links to the main photo of 
Nicola Adams.  
 
The other two news stories are 
related to international 
affairs/political/controversy, but 
involving the UK on different 
levels.  
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Composition 
structure by order of 
importance:  
national/local news 
international news 
linking to the UK 
 

Guardian 
11/08/12 

The whole issue and 
front page is 
dedicated to the 
Olympic Games. It 
features many stories 
but draws specific 
attention to the costs 
of the Games and the 
fact of Britons backing 
it.  

The entire front page 
is dedicated to the 
Games with a photo 
of Mo Farah featuring 
in the middle of the 
front page. On the 
right hand side, in 
small column there 
are other news items 
unrelated to the 
Olympics.  
The page is structured 
with news about the 
Olympics in the 
centre, covering all of 
it. A big headline 
“Britons back the 
feelgood Games” and 
then image of MO 
Farah who is about to 
compete again that 
night. It also includes 
an exclusive poem by 
Carol Ann Duffy on 
the Olympics.  

All the main news stories in the 
front page (aside from the right 
hand side column) are 
interrelated. They share a sense of 
unity and good feeling, translated 
into the idea of Britons backing 
the 9bn cost. It also indicates that 
the feeling is spread across the 
capital. Mo Farah photo also 
shows national pride and high 
expectations about his 
performance at the finals that 
night. 
 
 

Guardian 
12/08/12 

The focus is on the 
momentum of two 
world known athletes, 
Mo Farah and Usain 
Bolt. A photo of both 
of them features on 
the page covering the 
whole page with the 
headline: 
“MOMENTOUS” as 
word play with the 
MO and momentous , 
stressing the role of 
the British athlete 
more than the 
Jamaican one ( Usain 
Bolt). There are just 
two photos and the 
one that stands out is 

The front page if 
composed of two 
photos. The first one, 
with MO Farah and 
Usain Bolt and the 
second, underneath, 
smaller with captions 
about Daley and a 
photo indicating that 
he dives to bronze 
and pays tribute to 
late father.  

The two photos and content in 
each news stories are related. 
They are both about the Olympic 
Games and the success of GB 
athletes and the international one 
– Usain Bolt.  
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Mo Farah and Usain 
Bolt.  

Guardian 
13/08/12 

Main topic and focus 
in on the closing 
ceremony of the 
Games. A large photo 
of the stadium with 
the Union Jack flights 
is featured on the 
front page. 

The front page is 
composed of one 
photo. The story is 
also composed by one 
photo of the stadium 
during the closing 
Games’ closing 
ceremony.  

The photo and news story links to 
the bottom sub-headings which 
are also about the Olympic 
Games 

Sun 
27/08/12 

The whole page is 
dedicated to the 
beginning of the 
Games and opening 
ceremony of the 
Olympic Games. 
Word play with B 
word. 

The page is composed 
of a photo of the 
Union Jack flag 
behind the text which 
says: Bond, Becks, 
Beatles the Baked 
Bean, Brilliant 
(playing with words 
and letters B). On top 
of it are three photos 
of celebrities involved 
in the Games, with “0 
days to go” as 
caption. 
It also states, at the 
bottom, what time are 
the Games due to 
start.  

Everything on this front page is 
interrelated as it is all about the 
Games and focused on the 
opening ceremony. 

Sun 
28/08/12 

The page continues to 
be dedicated to the 
opening ceremony but 
this time it is 
published the day 
after it happened. It 
has little text but it is 
very visual and rich. 
There are fireworks 
falling on the stadium 
with the photo of the 
main celebrities who 
participated on the 
sides 

The news story is 
composed of a wide 
image of the stadium 
showing the opening 
ceremony. On the 
sides, it shows the 
photos of main 
celebrities who 
participated in the 
opening ceremony.  
 
The headline states: 
Let the Games begin/ 
Golden Wonder 

All images and details in the front 
page are related. This includes 
the text and the images, as they 
all represent the opening 
ceremony.  

Sun 
30/08/12 

The story about the 
Olympics takes a big 
part of the front page 
and it does stand out, 
but it is behind (as a 
second plan) other 
news story apparently 
completely unrelated 
(about a baby killer) 

There are two stories 
in this issues’ front 
page. The Olympics 
and one about a baby 
killer. Although the 
Olympics coverage is 
given a great deal of 
space and detail on 
the front page, the 

There is a relation between the 
two news stories. However the 
information and news about the 
Olympics are all related, and it 
describes the success of British 
athletes so far in the Games. 
Whereas the second news about 
the baby killer is a controversy 
over an Olympic guard facing the 
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also involves the 
Olympics as an event. 
Prominence is still 
given to the news 
about the Olympics, 
with photo of cyclist 
Lizzie Armistead 
holding a silver medal 
and underneath, 
swimmer Rebecca 
Adlington (called as 
Becky) who won a 
bronze.  

baby killer story 
covers a part of it, 
almost as if it was 
latest news that had 
to be put onto the 
page. Yet, the 
Olympic news has 
two photos of British 
athletes that stand out 
in relation to the 
second story. 

sack for spitting at an army hero. 
( it says Olympics exclusive in 
this part rather than the top 
images of British athletes and 
their medals.  

Sun 
31/07/12 

News about the 
bronze medals as a 
photo, covering the 
whole page, asking 
GB team for a gold 
medal. The Olympic 
news stands out as it 
covers the whole 
page. There is also 
another news story on 
celebrities on the left 
hand side, small 
feature.  

The Olympic news is 
featured with a medal 
right in the centre and 
then headline as a 
pledge” Wanted Gold 
Medal” indicating 
that GB team has only 
got bronze and 
people now want 
gold.  

There is no intertextual relation 
between the news story on the 
Olympics and the one next to it, 
on the side.  

Sun 
01/08/12 

Front page dedicated 
to the Olympic Games 
with image of Bradley 
Wiggins and a 
wordplay with his 
sideburns related to 
the gold medal.  
 
On the left hand side, 
in smaller size ( as a 
tinny column), there is  
more news from the 
Olympic GB team. 
Above the main photo 
of Bradley is a picture 
of celebrity Christen 
Stewart and Robert 
Pattinson to explain 
the couple’s split 
(continuation of story 
from previous issue).  
 

Olympics news 
stories about Bradley 
comes as main feature 
on the page, covering 
the whole page. On 
the left hand side of 
the page, in smaller 
letters are other news 
about GB team at the 
Olympics and their 
achievements as well 
as international 
Phelps. 
 
 
 
 

The news story on the front page 
( main one, about Bradley and the 
pun about gold) is related to the 
UK wanting to show the desire 
and achievement of medals. As a 
result it is related to the news 
displayed in the left hand side of 
the front page.  
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Sun 
02/08/12 

The news story is 
about the Olympics, 
focused on British 
gold medals. In this 
case, two women 
rowers and Bradley 
Wiggins.  

The images photos 
are composed of a 
headline underneath 
saying: gooooo gold 
across the page.  
The image that stands 
out more is the one of 
Bradley Wiggins 
sitting on a golden 
queen/king type of 
chair. Next to it, but 
in smaller size is the 
photo of female 
rowers who also got 
gold medals.  

Both news are related to each 
other. They are about the GB 
team performance at the Games 
but also about gold medals won 
by the team.  

Sun 
03/08/12 

News stories about 
GB team lead by Hoy 
in the centre and more 
news on the side of 
the page. The entire 
page is focused on the 
Olympic Games and 
GB team performance, 
praising their 
achievements 

The front page is 
composed of news 
stories about the 
Olympics, more 
specifically about the 
GB team. It has one 
large photo of men’s 
sprint cyclist with Sir 
Chris Hoy in it. The 
headline is a 
wordplay “ Medals 
Ahoy” with a small 
caption at the bottom 
stating: Sir Chris 
leads team GB’s 
charge. Around it, on 
the right hand side of 
the front page is a list 
of other photos of GB 
athletes who also got 
medals.  

All images are interrelated. They 
all refer to the Olympics but more 
concretely about the success and 
medals won by the GB team.  

Sun 
04/08/12 

News stories about 
Olympics is the main 
story and positioned 
at the centre of the 
page with other 
related news around it 

The front page is 
composed of various 
photos about the 
success of GB team 
with medals. It is 
composed of a main 
photo in the centre of 
the page of athlete 
Victoria Pendleton, in 
tears with the 
headline: Pedal to the 
Medals – alluring to 
the tally of medals 
conquered by GB 
team. Above this 

The news are related to each 
other. The main photo of Victoria 
Pendleton and the rest of the 
news about other athletes are all 
related and indicate the success 
of GB team in getting gold 
medals.  
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image there are others 
of athletes who also 
got gold medals.  

Sun 
06/08/12 

The news story is 
about Andy Murray’s 
victory and it is 
positioned in the 
centre of the page, 
with a large photo of 
him. 
In smaller size, but 
also displayed is the 
record of Usain Bolt.  

The news is 
composed of a photo 
and headline about 
Andy Murray’s gold 
medal at the 
Olympics. He is 
holding a Union Jack 
flag behind him and 
the headline says: 
Andy’s Olympic 
Glory. Underneath is 
a photo of Usain Bolt 
with the caption: 
Wimbo gold for 
Murray, Bolt romps to 
100m win. 

The two news stories are 
intertextually related. They are 
both about the Olympic Games 
although one is from national 
perspective and the other about 
an international sports celebrity 
and his success ( Usain Bolt) 

Sun 
07/08/12 

The news stories 
about the Olympics is 
positioned on the top 
of the page but more 
space is given to the 
news about celebrity 
Gary’s baby stillborn 

The page is composed 
of two main stories. 
The first, on top, is 
about the Olympic 
Games with Usain 
Bolt featured on it as 
well as other GB 
teams. It gives 
relevance to the 
Jamaican athlete over 
the British ones. The 
second story takes 
more space and 
covers the rest of the 
page. It is about the 
Gary Barlow’s baby 
being born dead.  

The two types of news stories 
describe before and featured on 
this issue’s front page are not 
related. The only relationship is 
the context (national news) which 
in this case it is given more 
priority over any other news ( 
even about the Olympics)  

Sun 
08/08/12 

The whole page is 
about GB team gold 
medals tally. It is 
covered of gold 
medals, playing with 
words: “United 
Blingdom” 

The page is composed 
of 22 gold medals 
with the name of each 
athlete or team who 
got a gold medal. It 
also has Chris Hoy on 
top, kissing a gold 
medal with the 
caption: “22 golds, 
best for 104 years”   

The news items are interrelated. 
Yet it is all one piece of news, the 
gold medals tally of GB team.  

Sun 
09/08/12 

Three new stories take 
the front page: one 
about Olympics but 
more related to 
celebrities, another 

The front page is split 
into three parts. The 
first, on top is about 
cyclist Laura meeting 
prince Harris during 

No intertextual relation between 
the news stories 
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about Amy’s ex 
fighting for life, and a 
small mention about 
the girl missing (Tia) 

an Olympics night.  It 
shows a photo of both 
of them at the Games 
in the audience, with 
the headline” Wales 
and Wheels”  
Underneath, taking 
the rest of the front 
page space is a photo 
of Amy Winehouse 
and ex-husband Blake 
with the headline: 
Amy’s ex fight for 
life. The feature on 
the Olympics is 
overlooked by this 
news story about 
Blake.  

Sun 
10/08/12 

News story about 
Usain Bolt is the main 
story. A photo of him 
with the gesture 
(shush) covers the 
entire page as he 
breaks another world 
record.  

Photo of Usain Bolt 
after winning sprint. 
On the side, down, 
right hand side, is a 
photo of two British 
athletes who also got 
gold. The headline 
reads: Can’t catch U. – 
word play with U of 
Usain Bolt 

The whole page is related to the 
Olympic Games. The two small 
photos of other athletes is also 
about the Games 

Sun 
11/08/12 

News focus is on the 
continuation of the 
girl who disappeared 
– she is found dead. 
The front page is 
largely covered by 
that, with only the top 
in small space 
dedicated to the 
Olympics  

The Olympics news 
comes at the top, but 
with small space 
compared to other 
issues. It has little info 
about the 
performance of 
athletes. Rather it is 
more about celebrities 
such as Kate 
Middleton supporting 
and celebrating the 
hockey team bronze. 
It also features Usain 
Bolt and a girl, 
suggesting something 
he said to a girl.  
 
The rest of the page is 
composed of the news 
about the girl Tia who 
disappeared and now 
found dead. Further 

No intertextual relationship 
between the two stories in this 
front page.  
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attention is given to 
this last news story 
instead of the 
Olympics   

Sun 
13/08/12 

News story about the 
closing ceremony in 
the centre of the front 
page. It is all about the 
closing ceremony.  

The front page is 
composed of a huge 
picture of the stadium 
with the Union Jack 
flag in it, with lights, 
and the headline: 
We’re World Beaters! 
Dream GB 

All the news items and info is 
related to the Games. 
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!$ !Sequence Structure, Source quantity and Quality, and Framing procedures are part of the second stage 
of the study of text. They involve looking at the thematic structure of the text. Sequence structure 
involves the overall arrangement of the narrative out of which the news text is constructed, e.g. how is 
the material from journalist source ranked in order of importance?  
Source quantity and quality relates to the journalistic sources and how they use material in the news, 
e.g. are the sources cited in favour of a certain angle? Are the sources deriving from other sources?  
Framing procedures is about the use of sources to discredit, undermine or disclaim other sources. How 
antagonistic voices are deployed against each other.   
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!%!Sequence Structure, Source quantity and Quality, and Framing procedures are part of the second stage 
of the study of text. They involve looking at the thematic structure of the text. Sequence structure 
involves the overall arrangement of the narrative out of which the news text is constructed, e.g. how is 
the material from journalist source ranked in order of importance?  
Source quantity and quality relates to the journalistic sources and how they use material in the news, 
e.g. are the sources cited in favour of a certain angle? Are the sources deriving from other sources?  
Framing procedures is about the use of sources to discredit, undermine or disclaim other sources. How 
antagonistic voices are deployed against each other.   
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STAGE 2 AND 3: THEMATIC STRUCTURE AND DISCOURSE  SCHEMATA!!
!
 

Newspaper 
Front Page 

 

 
Sequencing 
Structure66 

 
Source 

Quantity and 
Quality 

 
Framing Procedures 

Guardian 
27/07/12 

Event is 
described 
first, and then 
circumstances, 
who are 
involved and 
at stake. E.g. 
more than 
10,000 
athletes/ 
people of 
Britain 

Opinion/ It is 
based on facts 
about the 
event, e.g. 
number of 
participants, 
official 
statements, 
historical facts 
– a 
“reconstruction 
of available 
discourses” 

The idea that the stadium was built in an ‘area 
once deemed as urban wasteland’ suggests that 
this area was better off by being used for the 
mega event. No reference to the impact / or 
other voices / on the question of urban change 
and gentrification. There are some questions 
raised as to what this will mean for British 
people, how they will understand their (Britain) 
place in the world? (a question that has been 
nagging since 1948. 
 
Contrasting views of Britain of the Daily Mail 
and Crap towns where nothing works anymore 
(as a familiar narrative)  

!
!! !Sequence Structure, Source quantity and Quality, and Framing procedures are part of the second stage 

of the study of text. They involve looking at the thematic structure of the text. Sequence structure 

involves the overall arrangement of the narrative out of which the news text is constructed, e.g. how is 

the material from journalist source ranked in order of importance?  

Source quantity and quality relates to the journalistic sources and how they use material in the news, 

e.g. are the sources cited in favour of a certain angle? Are the sources deriving from other sources?  

Framing procedures is about the use of sources to discredit, undermine or disclaim other sources. How 

antagonistic voices are deployed against each other.   
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Newspaper 
Front Page 

 

 
Sequencing 
Structure66 

 
Source 

Quantity and 
Quality 

 
Framing Procedures 

van Dijk, 
1983:28) 
Also, discourse 
about the event 
as a test for 
Britain to 
rediscover 
itself / with 
some facts 
about last 
Olympics in 
other host 
cities.  

Guardian 
28/07/12 
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Observer 
29/07/12 

The whole front page is an 
image of Michael Phelps. 
There are sub headings at 
the bottom, related to the 
topic of Olympics. 
Headline sets the tone of 
the structure: triumphs 
and tears on Olympics 
first day. The it gives more 
details of the news, at the 
bottom.  

Indicates /describes what 
happened on first day. 
Based on facts and not 
opinion. Little info, just 
headline and sub headings.  

Frames as winners and 
losers at first day of the 
Olympics. Michael 
Phelps lost to Ryan 
Lochte.   

Guardian 
30/07/12 

The emphasis on the front 
page is given to the silver 
medal conquered by 
cyclist Lizzie Armistead. It 
highlights the first medal 
British got in the 2012 
Olympic on second day of 
the Games, with the 
headline “ No Gold But 
Plenty to Cheer”. The rest 
of the news stories are 
related to the Olympics 
but  not solely focused on 
medals. The bottom of the 
text, of less relevance to 
medals achievement is 
about the ethos of the 
Olympics and the business 
side of it (text continues to 
page 5) 

States the fact that first 
silver medal won by cyclist 
Lizzie Armitsead as the 
“first mark on the medal 
table”. Then it describes the 
fact that this is good news 
after Mark Cavendish miss 
out in the men’s road race. 
Quality wise, the articles 
highlight the other 
achievements of British 
athletes as well as 
international ones. It offers 
a visual of the medals table, 
where it is possible to see 
China at number one, so far.  

The front page is focused 
on two main topics: 
medals and the 
Olympics as a business 
versus people’s dreams. 
There are contrasting 
voices. It addresses the 
empty seats at the 
Stadium by contrasting 
with what Lord Coe said 
that venues were 
“packed to the gunnels”. 
A great deal of detail is 
given to the issue of 
empty seats, offering 
views from Olympic 
organisers and the 
public, in general.  
By contrast, the text on 
the side, (right hand side, 
next to photo) explains 
the fact that rain didn’t 
stop cyclist Lizzie to get 
silver medal but also 
indicates that despite the 
rain, the roadsides were 
filled with spectators.  

Guardian 
31/07/12 

The front page begins 
with the photo of a British 
athlete, making reference 
to the Olympics and 
British team at bar, but 
there is no sequence or 
more info about the image 
on the front page. It is 
instead followed by 
another news story and 
headline that is not related 
to the image but still about 
the Olympics. It draws 
attention to the scandal of 
doping and then there is 
another news story 
completely unrelated to 
the Games. 

The sources are used in 
against China, by stating 
and citing other people’s 
views about Chinese 
performance at the pool as 
suspicious.  

There are no specific 
framing procedures. 
Particularly in relation to 
the Chinese case, as there 
is only one version, yet 
being very careful about 
calling it doping. There 
is no antagonistic voices 
and the Chinese athlete 
or coach’s views are 
heard. Only various 
sources of what others 
think about her 
performance. There is a 
sub-heading stating that 
16 year old (the athlete) 
insists she follows anti-
doping rules after the 
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400 m record swim  - this 
can be part of the 
framing, as an antagonist 
voice to the main 
headline   

Guardian 
01/08/12 

The news story is focused 
primarily about Michael 
Phelps’ achievement and 
then little attention but 
still linked to British 
achievements by 
addressing Bradley 
Wiggins performance.  

Sources are used both 
qualitatively and 
quantitatively to describe 
athletes achievements and 
medals, as well as 
performances at the 
Olympics 2012 

There are no strong 
antagonist voices or 
evidence of that in this 
front page. The news 
stories are limited to 
describe athletes’ 
achievement. In this case, 
very much focused on 
Phelps.   
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Guardian 
01/08/12 

The news story is focused 
primarily about Michael 
Phelps’ achievement and 
then little attention but 
still linked to British 
achievements by 
addressing Bradley 
Wiggins performance.  

Sources are used both 
qualitatively and 
quantitatively to describe 
athletes achievements and 
medals, as well as 
performances at the 
Olympics 2012 

There are no strong 
antagonist voices or 
evidence of that in this 
front page. The news 
stories are limited to 
describe athletes’ 
achievement. In this case, 
very much focused on 
Phelps.   

Guardian 
02/08/12 

The whole news story 
prioritises British athletes’ 
achievements and the 
medals. It is about the 
British getting gold 
medals at the 2012 Games 
being held in London. It 
stresses Bradley Wiggins’ 
victory and gold medal as 
potentially claiming the 
title of the nations’ 
greatest ever Olympian.  

Source quality and quantity 
resumes to the fact of 
British wanting to highlight 
and enhance the 
performance at the 2012 
Games. The source favours 
this side of the angle. It 
supports the view and 
importance of finally 
getting  

There are not specific 
antagonist voices 
deployed against each 
other. Just a story that is 
told about the success of 
the British team.  

Guardian 
03/08/12 

The news about the 
Olympic games and GB 
team comes first as a 
photo standing out in the 
whole front page. Second 
to it is the news story 
about Syria, at the bottom. 
Even though it is the 
photo of GB team that 
draws attention, the 
headline is about Syria 
and strikes as big and 
highlighted.  It has no 
relation with the photo 
but tries to compete for 
the same attention given 
to the Olympics’ news. 
The third news story is 
smaller and positioned on 
the right hand side of the 
page ( about the marine 
drones), thus implying 
less importance when 
compared with the other 
two.  

The sources are based on 
the GB team’s achievement. 
They favour the GB team 
accomplishments at the 
2012 Games with images of 
various athletes and Hoy in 
tears. Not much more info 
is disclosed, further reading 
required inside the 
newspaper – pages 3-9. 
 
Sources about Annan’s 
resignation are based on 
different opinions and 
phrases by diplomates, 
including Kofi’s view of the 
situation.  
 
Sources about the drones is 
also very factual and 
descriptive.  

There is not enough 
space for antagonistic 
voices or different angles 
as the news story about 
the Olympics is only 
based on a photo of 
various athletes. It is 
thus hard to identity any 
discredit or undermining 
sources.   
Yet on the second news 
story, about Syria crises 
and Kofi Annan 
imminent resignation, 
the article is written with 
two versions. The 
background on why 
Annan is going to resign 
and the critical situation 
with talks with Assad. 
On the other hand, there 
is a view of critics of 
Kofi’s plans, described as 
a plan that allowed 
Assad to “pay lip service 
to  diplomacy” . 
 
The third story, on the 
right hand side of the 
page, about marine 
drones, is also 
informative and shows 
no contradictory views ( 
at least on the front page 
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– as it continues onto 
pages 22-23) 

Guardian 
04/08/12 

The story is told from the 
perspective of British 
achievements with photo 
of athlete Victoria 
Pendleton first, then 
followed by text. The 
news story is built around 
the headline “ gold, gold, 
gold” first by stating her 
gold medal and then 
describing other victories 
for Great Britain, such as 
velodrome gold medal for 
British men 

Sources are factual and 
although they tend to 
favour the British side, by 
giving them more space 
and importance, they are 
indeed reliable. Also, they 
are not being cited from 
other sources.  

The news story is framed 
around the success of GB 
team, stating the 
achievements and only 
with one not so positive 
sentence about Rebeca 
Adlington finishing with 
bronze. No other specific 
antagonistic voices or 
views can be identified 
in the front page.  

Guardian 
05/08/12 

The front page images are 
structured in a way that 
readers are drawn to the 
images first and the 
headline “ simply 
amazing” Although Mo 
Farah’s photo is the first 
one on the top of page, it 
is Jessica Ennis’ big photo 
that draws more attention. 
It is then followed by 
more information about 
gold medals achievements 
on the  

The sources are cited in 
order to favour the British 
success at the Olympic 
Games. There is no 
reference to other athletes.  

No antagonistic sources 
identified in the front 
page. 

Guardian 
06/08/12 

The order of importance in 
this issue is selected based 
on achievements in terms 
of world records instead 
of just focusing on the 
British athletes. So, Usain 
Bolt huge photo comes up 
enlarged and covering the 
whole page. It sets the 
tone in relation to its 
importance. Following 
that, underneath and with 
small headlines, further 
information about other 
gold medal winners is 
provided. The GB team 
news is put into second 
priority in this case.  

Sources quality and 
quantity derive from the 
facts of the Games. The fact 
that Usain Bolt broke 
another record is indeed a 
case for putting it on the 
front page and this is also 
related to the fact that it 
happens during the 2012 
London Olympics Games. 
The remaining information 
is descriptive of other 
achievements at the Games 
and links to the British 
athletes more than others as 
this is a British newspaper 

The news story is 
specifically framed 
around the athlete Usain 
Bolt . It also highlights 
other medals won by GB 
team.  
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Guardian 
07/08/12 

The news sequence is in 
order of importance 
according to what is 
happening in the country 
UK. It starts with a photo 
related to the  equestrian 
GB team and the gold 
medal. Then it follows 
with three news stories on 
national and international 
topics.  

Sources about the Olympic 
news is based on the 
medals. The quality of the 
story favours the GB team 
but little is known  (readers 
are directed to more info 
inside the newspaper). 
 
The news story about Tory 
and Lib Dems coalition is 
political in its genesis and 
offers different perspectives 
on the failure of the 
coalition contract.  
 
The other new story, right 
underneath the political is 
about Syria’s crisis, about 
Prime minister of Syrian 
resigning  

Regarding the news 
story on the  Olympics 
there aren’t any 
antagonistic voices, yet 
little is known about the 
rest of the content (inside 
the newspaper).  
 
The news story about 
coalition between Lib 
Dem and Tories is also 
balanced with views 
from both sides. 
 
The news story about the 
Syrian Prime ministers 
takes the stance that this 
resignation is a defeat for 
the Assad regime. It says 
that “the defection is a 
PR defeat for Assad”  
 
The other news story 
about life on Mars 
describes the findings of 
Curiosity with no signs 
of antagonistic voices but 
the article continues 
inside the newspaper.  

Guardian 
08/08/12 

The sequence is structured 
by giving relevance to the 
news story of gold medal 
haul since 1908, as the title 
suggests. Conquered by 
Hoy, with a photo of the 
athlete. Then, text follows 
about it, in more detail. 
Next to it another news 
story about the triathlon 
penalty and medal with 
Jonathan Brownlee 
reporting it.  

Sources from Olympics 
facts. However it is possible 
to note a tendency to favour 
the GB team with the 
headline “Britain’s golden 
Games” and the subsequent 
text. It says that track record 
of British cyclist did not 
past the team at the Beijing 
Games. They compare it to 
the last Games. Yet they say 
that cyclist secure numbers 
21 and 22, and gave Britain 
the biggest haul since the 
Games were first held in 
London (1908). It also states 
the disappointment of 
defeated Victoria Pendleton 
in women’s match spring.   
 
Quality of writing is poor. It 
says that she was deprived 

The front page allows 
very little to be said in 
terms of antagonistic 
voices, but it is clear that 
the focus in 
predominantly on the 
GB team by comparing it 
to other nations.  
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by the judges of a win by a 
1000 of a second.  
 
More is said on Hoy 
winning a silver medal but 
it is compared with the fact 
that he gold a gold in 
Athens “followed by three 
more in Beijing”  
 
Also, there is a table with 
medals by country by 
hardly anything is said 
about China, which comes 
1st place.  
 
 
 

Guardian 
09/08/12 

The news about the 
Olympics is framed as 
photo of cyclist jumping 
on velodrome, indicating 
more pictures inside the 
newspaper for the readers. 
There is little space for 
more info about the 
Olympics on the front 
page. The photo has a 
caption underneath 
completely unrelated. It 
indicates ET, no, E20, 
suggesting the new 
postcode given to the area 
of Queen’s Elizabeth Park 
and five new 
neighbourhoods created 
by the Olympic Park 
Legacy Company. 
The front page is 
structured with the photo 
related to the Games first, 
with indication of further 
reading inside the 
newspaper (as a 
supplement) on: How the 
GB team’s gold medals are 
in more sports than even 
the US; and other stories ( 
this is a small text, next to 
the photo, on the right 
hand side) 

Little is said about the 
Olympic in this issue’s front 
page. To draw attention to 
it, the photo uses a 
wordplay with the letter E, 
for postcode. ET and E20 to 
allude to the new postcode 
given to the area.  
 
It says that inside the 
Olympics supplement one 
can read more about How 
the UK has more Olympic 
medals in more sports than 
the US, but it is hard to 
identify the sources as the 
text continues inside 
 
On the other news stories, 
the sources are given 
according to numbers and 
interviews with people in 
the field (e.g. statement 
from Bank of England’s 
Governor) 

In relation to the 
Olympic Games, these 
are framed to favour the 
GB team success and 
around the controversy 
of the Olympic Park. 
It starts with the 
headline/caption 
underneath the photo, 
where it suggests that 
the Olympic Park five 
neighbourhoods and 
developments are not 
some extra-terrestrial but 
rather a new 
redeveloped area E20. It 
suggests a positive angle 
towards the urban 
redevelopment that took 
place in this part of the 
city.   
The small text about the 
inside supplement hooks 
readers by highlighting 
that UK has won more 
medals in more sports 
than USA (this can be 
interpreted as 
antagonistic voices and 
to discredit USA position 
on the Olympics table, as 
one of the many rivals of 
the UK) 
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In big, underneath there is 
a completely different 
headline about University 
Fees Hike and then 
another similar sized news 
story about the UK’s 
economy growth 

Guardian 
10/08/12 

News about Olympics, 
followed by international 
and national related news. 
Little content is provided 
on the Olympics, just a 
photo of British Boxing 
and headline indicating 
the first time a women’s 
gold medal won by British 
boxer.  

There is an unbalance of 
sources between quantity 
offered to the news stories. 
The Olympic Games is 
framed as a photo to 
explain another title and 
medal but then little is 
known about other 
countries of athletes. 
On the other hand, the 
news stories about the 
international scandal and 
offer more content and info 
in the first page. 
 
It is a case to say that a 
picture is worth a thousand 
words, but such picture is 
focused on the British team 
success.  

Credits and sources 
favour the GB team. The 
supplement is focused 
on other achievements of 
British team.  
A medals table is 
displayed on the right-
hand side of the front 
page, in small size, 
underneath the photo. It 
shows USA leading the 
medals with GB in third 
place. However, next to 
it, another table signals 
the names of British 
athletes and medals 
conquered on that day, 
with more content inside 
the newspaper 
 
On the other news 
stories, there is a sense of 
a space for other voices 
(antagonistic ones) to be 
heard. In the case of 
Afghan who lost 
relatives in UK missile, it 
states why he thinks the 
UK conduct is unlawful 
but to conclude the 
analysis one would need 
to read the rest of the 
story, inside the 
newspaper.   
 
The third and last news 
is on the Chinese 
scandal. It implies that 
China is trying to “rid 
itself of scandal of 
women accused of 
killing of Briton” The 
article reads as to blame 
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the Chinese news and 
censorship by saying 
that the topic is so 
sensitive that it did was 
not even mentioned in 
the country’s main 
evening news bulletin” 
and then contrasting 
simply saying that a 
short report on the news 
channel showed Gu 
wearing a black suit as 
she entered the court 
room. This implies in a 
very sublime way 
antagonistic voices in 
relation to countries legal 
procedures and how 
news reporting and 
censorship is still in 
place.  
 
 

Guardian 
11/08/12 

Headline about the 
Games, with long text 
about the costs of the 
Games and the feeling 
from Britons. This is then 
followed by photo of Mo 
Farah and on the left-hand 
side, the Poem 
“translating the British 
2012”  

Sources about the feeling of 
Britons comes from 
Guardian/ICM poll. It also 
indicates that the motto 
“inspire a generation” is 
strong amongst and 
remains high outside the 
capital. 
Source quality is also 
slightly biased as it is based 
on Lord Coe’s view, who is 
the chair of the Olympic 
Games London 2012. He 
said that there was a 
“limited window of 
opportunity” to capitalise 
on the feelgood factor 
around the Games.  

Antagonistic voices 
indicated in the news 
story. It says that it was 
hoping that the Games 
would foster a new spirit 
of tolerance towards 
migrants and minorities 
was met with more 
mixed results. – but the 
rest of the content is 
inside the newspaper. 

Guardian 
12/08/12 

Priority is given to the 
photo and news about Mo 
Farah and Usain Bolt. One 
famous British athlete and 
the Jamaican – describes 
as two legends at the 
Games. Then, a photo of 
swimmer Daley who got a 
bronze. It is structured by 
importance of news and 

Little information, just 
photos and captions. On the 
photo of Mo Farah and 
Usain Bolt, it indicates that 
the two legends have a 
unique celebration  

No antagonistic voices.  
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type of athletes they are 
referring to, as well as the 
type of medals.  

Guardian 
13/08/12 

Photo with 
caption/headline: 
Goodbye to the glorious 
games 

Little can be said about this. 
The news story and front 
page is very visual.  

No antagonistic voices 

Sun 
27/08/12 

Team GB as headline, then 
photo on the background 
(Union Jack Flag) then 
caption with words 
starting with B. The 
narrative is all about the 
opening ceremony.  

The source is based on 
national identity and 
showing the best of a 
national with the opening 
of a media event. It’s hard 
to pin down the 
quantitative side of sources, 
just from the front page 

No antagonistic voices 
deployed in this front 
page.  

Sun 
28/08/12 

The sequence and 
narrative is focused on the 
opening ceremony of the 
2012 Olympic Games. It 
displays an image of the 
fireworks at the stadium 
and the headlines suggest 
that it was a success a 
“wonder” – Golden 
Wonder –  
The entire narrative is 
about the opening 
ceremony and how 
amazing and great it was.  

Little info as text and details 
about the opening 
ceremony is found in the 
front page. Yet, the images 
about celebrities and the 
fireworks indicate pride 
and the idea that the 
opening ceremony was a 
success. It states “Wonder” 
as an adjective to describe 
it.  

No antagonistic voices.  

Sun 
30/08/12 

First features news about 
Lizzie’s medals 
achievement (silver) then 
the news about the baby 
killer stands and the 
Olympics guard out and 
next to it, on the right-
hand side, it continues 
with more news about 
other athletes, such as 
Rebecca Adlington’s 
medal, and indication of a 
free supplement on the 
Olympics pull-out inside 
the newspaper.   

Sources about the medals 
from British athletes is 
given as priority over other 
details such as performance 
etc. The news about the 
baby killer is also  

Two versions are given 
on the Olympics guard 
but further information 
continues inside the 
newspaper. The news 
about the British athletes 
and their medals simply 
state the facts and there 
is no sign of antagonistic 
voices. It favours the GB 
team achievements 
rather than any other 
teams on that day.  

Sun 
31/07/12 

Front page is structured 
with headline and then a 
picture of a medal to 
allude to the idea of gold 
medal. On top in small 
letters and with another 

It indicates that British 
teams are lagging behind 
with no gold achieved up 
until now. It states that only 
bronze medals.   

There are no specific 
voices deployed against 
each other. The front-
page states facts from 
one angle and focuses 
mainly on the GB team 
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photo it says that GB 
men’s gymnastics won the 
first medal for 100 years. 

medals record to this 
day. 

Sun 
01/08/12 

News about Olympics, 
featuring first Bradley 
Wiggins who was going to 
compete on that day, next 
to it, on the left-hand side 
small column, features 
other three athletes, 2 
British and Australian 
Phelps. Above Bradley 
photo, in smaller size is 
photo of celebrities 
Christen Stewart and 
Robert Pattinson to draw 
attention to the couple’s 
split.   

Sources quality and 
quantity about Bradley is 
more like a guess on 
whether he will lead the 
team to gold. The 
newspaper plays with the 
words and his image 
(sideburns) to bet on him. 
There’s little quantity in 
terms of information, thus 
the quality if humorous. 
With the rest of the news, 
on the left-hand side, 
there’s also little info, just a 
caption or sub-heading 
under each photo.  

No antagonistic voices 
identified in this issue’s 
front page.  

Sun 
02/08/19 

The narrative is structured 
around the GB team 
performance at the Games 
and the Gold medals won 
so far. It starts by giving 
more prominence to 
cyclist Bradley Wiggins as 
continuation of previous 
issue, for the fact that he 
conquered a gold medal 
for the GB team. The 
women’s rowers are also 
featured but less 
importance is given to 
that. It suggests that these 
were the first gold medals 
after a plea from the 
public for GB team to get 
one gold medal.  

The sources are based on 
the success of GB team. It 
highlights that day’s 
achievements and states the 
winners. As this is a front 
page, little is known about 
each story, which is inside 
the newspaper 

There are not specific 
antagonistic voices 
deployed against each 
other.  

Sun 
03/08/12 

Main image of cyclist with 
Sir Chris Hoy in it. Then 
narrative about other GB 
athletes who won medals 
on the side.  

It displays the number of 
sports and athletes from the 
GB team that got medals. 
The quality of the front 
page is related to proximity 
and national news, so it 
favours British athlete’s 
performance at the 
Olympics over any others. 

No antagonistic voices.  

 Sun 
04/08/12 

The page is structured 
with photos and little text. 
The photo that stands out 
is the one about athlete 

The quality of sources tends 
to favour the GB team over 
any other team. Quantity 
wise it is well furnished 

No antagonistic voices 
identified in these news 
stories.  
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Victoria Pendleton in tears 
but the whole narrative is 
about the success of 
British athletes at the 
Games, who won gold 
medals.  It suggests 
struggle and effort to get 
the medals as well as 
pride.  

with info about the athletes 
and the amount of gold 
medals achieved by them  

Sun 
05/08/12 

The news stories are 
structured in a way that 
the narrative is focused on 
the GB team achievement 
and two main athletes, 
Jessica Ennis, (on the 
picture) and Mo Farah, 
cited. It has an image of 
Jessica Ennis, with a big 
smile implying showing 
happiness after winning a 
gold medal. It also shows 
Jessica Ennis’ six pack 
belly and hence the 
caption: The Six Pack – 
also alluring to the 
amount of gold medals.  

There is a lot of information 
(mainly visual) that 
indicates glory and victory 
for the GB team. Little is 
known about the other 
teams. The images favour 
national performances and 
this can be problematic for 
the source quality.  

 

Sun 
06/08/12 

Structure of narrative 
gives priority to Murray 
as a British athlete. He 
appears in an image 
covering the entire front 
page and holding the 
Union Jack flag. Second to 
that is Usain Bolt, 
international athlete but 
also very popular and 
world known for his 
records.  

Details of the medals are 
given and in the case of 
Murray it describes how 
and who he defeated. The 
sources tend to favour the 
national team, in this case, 
by focusing on the tennis 
player rather than any other 
athlete.  

In the case of Andy 
Murray, it describes his 
gold medal against 
Federer by saying that he 
“trounced his Swiss 
rival….” – it stresses the 
nationality of his rival as 
opposed to give his 
name first. But again, 
little is known about the 
game. Further info is 
inside the newspaper.  

Sun 
07/08/12 

The narrative is structured 
in a way that it gives 
information about the 
Olympic Games but 
focuses more on the 
tragedy of Gary’s baby. 
This is done by playing 
with the size of photos 
and headlines. Although 
the Games’ come first, it 
takes less space of the 
front page and it is Gary’s 

Details about Gary’s baby 
are given in an emotional 
yet descriptive way.  
The Olympic Game’s news 
is also structured from a 
quantity source (e.g. how 
many medals the GB team 
won, but quality is poor. It 
highlights the idea of Bolt to 
go to Man U, with the 
caption “ I want a trial for 
Man U” . As it is common 
with this newspaper puns 

No antagonistic voices 
identified.  
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baby news that stands out 
from the main front page.  

and wordplays are used 
frequently which makes it 
difficult to analyse the 
sources quality  

Sun 
08/08/12 

The sequence structure 
suggests that the narrative 
is focused mainly on the 
GB success. It has 22 gold 
medals spread across the 
front page, indicating the 
athletes and teams from 
Britain who got gold 
medal. The way it is laid 
out on the page draws 
attention to the number of 
medals (22), Chris Hoy’s 
photo (above on top right 
corner) is also another 
way of display national 
pride. 

The sources are focused on 
national success in this 
issue’s front page. There is 
no other mention, just the 
medals (quantity) and the 
name of British athletes.  

This front page wants to 
highlight the success and 
number of gold medals 
of the GB team. It does 
so by exacerbating the 
idea of success with 22 
medals across the page, 
but there is no other 
news about other 
countries’ medal tally.  

Sun 
09/08/12 

The structure and 
narrative of this front page 
gives less prominence to 
the Olympic news over 
other news. This may be 
because there was not 
much to report on that 
day (see the guardian, also 
not much to highlight 
from Olympics). As a 
result, more space is given 
to other type of news 

Quality is poor in relation 
to other issues. It focuses 
predominantly on the 
celebrity aspects rather than 
facts from the GB team and 
the other news are also 
more sensationalist than 
factual.  

No antagonistic voices. 

Sun 
10/08/12 

Narrative is structured by 
giving more space to 
international world 
known athlete Usain Bolt, 
taking the entire page. The 
remaining of the page, on 
the right side, bottom, is 
about British girls who 
also got gold on that day. 
Yet, the main highlight is 
Bolt.  

There is not much to say 
about source quality and 
quantity. Here international 
athlete is given more space 
and prominence due to his 
record. Despite that, even 
though the whole page is 
about Bolt, there are still 
highlights from the GB 
team with the image of two 
athletes who won gold.  

No antagonistic voices 

Sun 
11/08/12 

The narrative is structured 
around the celebrities at 
the Games, with Kate 
Middleton and another 
piece of gossip about Bolt. 
No info about athlete’s 
performances. On the 
other hand, the rest of the 

Poor, little information 
about the performance of 
athletes. More about 
celebrities and gossip. 
There is a lot more of detail 
about the dead girl than 
about the Olympics.   

No antagonist voices.  
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STAGE 4: LEXICAL CHOICE67 
!

 
Newspaper Front Page 

 

 
Lexicon 

Guardian 27/07/12 Time to find out who we are  
At stake will be ... what our species is capable of at its best  
at stake is […] people of Britain  
Olympics will offer the answers to questions that have nagged at 
us since …. 
What exactly is our place in the world?  
How do we compare to other countries and to the country we used 
to be?  
The question on whether Britain can actually pull this off … 
A familiar narrative is already in place … 
The Britain of the Daily Mail and Crap Towns 
Commentator of the left and right have united in range at the 
rocket launchers on residential roofs….   
 

Guardian 28/07/12 Night of Wonder 
Observer 29/07/12 Triumphs and tears on London’s first day  

That sinking feeling (pun)  
 

Guardian 30/07/12 No gold but plenty to cheer 
Empty seats 
Dreams will be made – and crushed  

!
67 Lexical choice supports the thematic structure of the story. It is important to look at the ideological 
implications of lexical choice. It suggests certain ideological beliefs and values underpinning particular 
stories and gives evidence to ways in which various words in a news text support the overarching 
semantic structure of its narrative.  

page is covered with 
image of the man who 
killed the girl (mentioned 
on previous issue) - Check 
also the Guardian on this 
day 

Sun 
13/08/12 

The narrative is focused 
on the closing ceremony. 
The aerial photo of the 
Olympic stadium with the 
Union Jack flag with 
Dream GB state in it. It is 
structured to stress the 
closing ceremony the 
image and draw attention 
to the inside of the 
newspaper on more about 
the closing ceremony.  

Little information. The 
whole page is very visual, 
but the headline suggests 
that the closing ceremony 
was a success as the titles 
and captions indicate.  

NO antagonistic voices  



!
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Newspaper Front Page 

 

 
Lexicon 

Highs and crushing lows of Olympic sport 
Britain made its first mark on the medal table  
Momentum builders (in relation to medals) for the rest of the 
team, as they chase their best performance since the 1908 Games in 
London 
Cyclist gave British fans their first medal to cheer 
Hundreds of empty seats – (compared to the buoyant mood 
established by Danny Boyle’s opening ceremony)  
Troops to fill empty seats 
Comparison between Armitstead and Dutch rider who came first 
on the race – ‘but whose only previous god medal in a road race 
came in the 2006 world championships. The majesty of Vos’ 
performance in the closing stages of yesterday’s race merely gave 
Armistead’s medal an extra lustre.  
 
Crass corporation – real Olympics versus the plastic version of 
the Games the corporations seek so crassly commodify  
Ronald McDonald 
“we are proud to accept only Visa” seem an even more immense 
embarrassment to the alleged grown-ups who insist on their 
being erected on every till.    
 

!
!

Guardian 31/07/12 China’s record win in pool “suspicious”, says top coach 
Doping  
Olympic medal for the first time in more than 100 years 
Kristian Thomas 
Ye Shiwen 
 

Guardian 01/08/12 The greatest Olympian  
Michael Phelps take Gold and Silver 
The most decorated medallist in the history of the Games 
He had finally broken the record held by Larissa Latynina / the gymnastic 
from former Soviet Union was awarded the last of her 18 medals in 1964 
(Russia versus USA) 
“It is good to be undefeated, as it reminds me that I am one of the best in 
the world at this” – Bradley Wiggins  
Phelps medal haul …. (Visual/image, with medals) 

Guardian 02/08/12 Phew 
Relief as rowers claim first gold of Games for Britain 
Wiggins gold … top UK medallist  
 

Guardian 03/08/12 Tears of Hoy cap 
Glorious day for team GB 
UN disarray on Syria as Annan quits over “mission impossible” 
New wave of marine drones 
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Guardian 03/08/12 Tears of Hoy cap 
Glorious day for team GB 
UN disarray on Syria as Annan quits over “mission impossible” 
New wave of marine drones 
 

Guardian 04/08/12 Gold, Gold Gold 
A great day for Britain’s world beating team 
Always going to be tears 
Tears of triumph this time around 
 

Guardian 05/08/12 Gold (used repetitively across different sports) conquered by the British 
team 
Simply amazing 
Super Saturday turns golden 
Haul of six Olympic Gold medals in day of thrilling drama 
Jessica Ennis celebrates after winning Gold for Britain …. 
Mo’s moment 
 
 
 

Guardian 06/08/12 9.63 breathtaking Seconds (it says it all) no further info is needed with this 
next to Usain Bolt’s photo.  
Lexicon chosen underneath the photo, to describe other news is focused on 
the GB team, the word medal comes up frequently: 
Ben Ainslie’s record fourth gold/ How Andy Murray demolished 
Federer/ incredible golden week  
 

Guardian 07/08/12 Golden oldies Olympic Joy for 50-something show jumpers (this is the 
headline that stands out from the whole newspapers). The other news 
aren’t about Olympics, aside from the lexicon used again at the bottom left 
to describe the updates on the Olympics ( very much focused on the GB 
team or Usain Bolt)  
 
 

Guardian 08/08/12 Britain’s Golden Games 
Biggest Gold Medal Haul Since 1908. 
Hoy surpasses Redgrave in last Olympic Race  
The 1908 total of 56 gold medals is likely to remain out of reach 
 

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Guardian 09/08/12 ET?, no, E20 (alludes to the urban and redevelopment of East London 5 

neighbourhoods)  
How team GB’s gold medals are in more sports than even the US  
(suggests rivalry and national competition with one of the greatest 
powerful countries) 
University fees hikes – students , 15000 did not apply to university 
Economy “ no growth this year” …. 

Guardian 10/08/12 Nicola Adams … first ever women’s boxing gold 
Afghan who lost relatives in missile strike says UK role may be 
unlawful  
The almost secret trial of Gu Kalai  

Guardian 11/08/12 Britons back the feelgood Games 
More than half say Olympics worth 9bn cost / support spreads beyond 
the capital 
…might foster a new spirit of tolerance towards migrants and 
minorities . this was met with more mixed results 
How women have changed sports forever 

Guardian 12/08/12 Momentous (world play, using Mo’s first name) 
Two legends of the Games, unique celebration 
Farah storms to 50000 gold and Bot smashed relay record 
Teenage Daley dives to bronze and pays tribute to late father 

Guardian 13/08/12 Goodbye to the glorious games 
The rest is silence (hamlet quote) stated on the newspapers in the floor 
of the Olympics Stadium, during closing ceremony 

Sun 27/07/12 Team GB 
Olympic Stadium, London 20:12 tonight (almost as if this was a date or 
a meeting time)  
Bond, Becks Beatles and the Baked Bean, Brilliant! (word play with B) 
  

!
!

Sun 28/07/12 Golden Wonder 
Let the Games Begin 
London 2012 

Sun 30/07/12 Lizzie’s silver pedal 
G4S guard faces sack after he spits at Afghanistan hero and brands him … 
Baby killer 
And Becky bags a Bronze 
 

Sun 31/07/12 Wanted … gold medal 
Historic bronze for our brilliant gymnasts 
But please can we have just one gold? 
Pics that broke RPatz 

Sun 01/08/12 Word play used to refer to athlete Bradley Wiggins’ sideburns and the 
gold medals. – Going for Wiggold 

Sun 02/08/12 Goooooo, Gold 
King Wiggy and Rowers land our first golds (stresses athlete Bradley over 
the female rowers) 
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Sun 03/08/12 Medals Ahoy! (wordplay with the celebration of medals and the word 
ahoy as nautical exclamation to draw attention) 
Sir Chris leads team GB’s charge 
Our 3 golds and 3 silvers  

Sun 04/08/12 3 Gold for cyclist and rowers 
Pedal to the medals (suggests that cyclist got good medals, as pedalling to 
get it)  
Victoria’s tears at bike gong  

Sun 05/08/12 The Six Pack 
Jessica and Mo win in record GB gold rush 

Sun 06/08/12 Games, Set and Match (word play – similar to Get Set Go) 
Wimbo Gold for Murray 
Bolt romps to 100m win 

Sun 07/08/12 Bolt: I want a trial for ManU 
Kenny’s king of sprints 
GB show jumpers bag win 
GOLDS! 
Gary’s grief as baby dies 

Sun 07/08/12 Bolt: I want a trial for ManU 
Kenny’s king of sprints 
GB show jumpers bag win 
GOLDS! 
Gary’s grief as baby dies 

Sun 08/08/12 22 Golds: best for 104 years 
United Blingdom (wordplay) 

Sun 09/08/12 Whales and Wheels ( word play)  image of Prince Harris with cyclist Laura 
Harris’s night with cyclist golden girl Laura  (emphasis on the gold) 
Amy’s ex fights for life 

Sun 10/08/12 Can’t Catch U – word play with Usain Bolt fast performance and record 
Gold Gold – Team GB’s Golden Girls 

Sun 11/08/12 Team KB – that’s Kate Britain ( word play with Kate Middleton at the 
Olympics)  
Fancy a Go? 
Missing Tia found dead 
NICKED 

Sun 13/08/12 Dream GB 
We’re world beaters 
MO: My dream came true 

!
STAGE 5: THEMATIC MACRO-STRUCTURES AND DISCOURSE SCHEMATA 
(the text in light of ideological concepts)68 
!
!

!
68 Thematic macro-structures and discourse schemata – how are these mobilised in different ways? Look 
at formation of headlines and leads, and explore the possibility of broader ideological concepts linked to 
it. 
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Newspaper Front 

Page 

 
Observations 

 
Guardian 27/07/12 
 
 

The image and text the focus around the beginning of the Olympic 
Games. The publication dates 27th July, the first day of London 2012 
Games, ahead of the opening ceremony. The message implied in the 
whole front page is political. Yet the image shows two British 
celebrities who took the Olympic flame through London, which 
suggests a cultural ideology along with the political stance of the 
news story. The whole text is about a rediscovery of Britain through 
the lenses of the Olympic Games. There is little about sports and 
sports competition, aside from the fact the 10,000 athletes whose 
ambitions are at stake during these Games.  
Jonathan Freedland is a British journalist who writes a weekly 
column for the Guardian. This is more like an opinion piece rather 
than factual piece of news. 

Guardian 28/07/12  
Observer 29/07/12 The image of Michael Phelps and rest of content is very much linked 

to sports competition. There is a subtle but important reference to the 
controversy of the empty seats, suggesting a more political and 
organisation problem.  

Guardian 30/07/12 The image sets the scene regarding the main news story: cyclist 
Lizzie wining the first medal for Britain at the 2012 Games. There are 
two ideological stances in this front page: a political and sports one. 
Talks about the empty seats and the news story about the 
commercialisation of the Games are political stances. Whereas the 
sports news about the medal is contrasting with the rest of the news. 
The headline “ NO Gold But Plenty to Cheer” addresses mainly the 
sports side of the news. Sub headings like troops to fill empty seats is 
given less prominence on the whole front page 

Guardian 31/07/12 The main structure and discourse schemata is mobilised in a way to 
talk about the Chinese suspicious doping scandal. Although the 
main photo sets the scene in relation to British performance at the 
Olympics, it is the headline about Chinese swimmer Yen that draws 
attention. The main text is also related to the Chinese case rather 
than the image. There is no correlation between the main 
headline/photo and the last news story on Al Qaida.  

Guardian 01/08/12 Sports and winners – ideologically it is all about sports and the 
famous Michael Phelps 

Guardian 02/08/12 Sports competition – British teams and athletes getting medals 
Guardian 03/08/12 Sports and political ideological concepts 
Guardian 04/08/12 Sports competition and update on daily news 
Guardian 05/08/12 Sports competition and highlight of British Team success and gold 

medals achievement  
Guardian 06/08/12 Sports and nationalist approach, by only portraying the success of 

GB team  
Guardian 07/08/12 Sports and political (national and international) 
Guardian 08/08/12 Sports competition, nationalism  
Guardian 09/08/12 Sports, national affairs, international and politics competition  
Guardian 10/08/12 Sports, political and international affairs 
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Newspaper Front 

Page 

 
Observations 

 
Guardian 11/08/12 Sports, National identity, Nationalism, Transnationalism, politics 
Guardian 12/08/12 Sports, word sport idols 
Guardian 13/08/12 National identity 
Sun 27/07/12 National Identity/ Opening Ceremony 
Sun 28/07/12 National Identity/Opening Ceremony 
Sun 30/07/12 Sports and controversy at the Games 
Sun 31/07/12 Sports, National pride, international celebrities’ news 
Sun 01/08/12 Sports  
Sun 02/08/12 Sports, national pride (first gold medals of GB team in this 

Olympics) 
Sun 03/08/12 Sports, national identity and pride 
Sun 04/08/12 Sports, national pride/identity 
Sun 06/08/12 Sports, national pride/identity; international idols 
Sun 07/08/12 Sports;  national/local tragedy 
Sun 08/08/12 Sports, National pride, Identity 
Sun 09/08/12 Local news/ sensationalist/ celebrities/ scandal  
Sun 10/08/12 Sports, International Celebrities Sports 
Sun 11/08/12 Sports, celebrities, local crime / sensationalism 
Sun 13/08/12 Sports, national identity , pride 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STAGE 6: IMAGES/PHOTOS (SIGNS - ICONIC/INDEXICAL/SYMBOLIC) 
 

 
Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

Image 1. 
Guardian 
27/07/12 

The image shows a crowd, 
two women and a man at the 
front. One woman is holding 
the torch that is being lit by 
another.  

The images shows a crowd and two British 
celebrities, Jennifer Saunders and Joanne 
Lumley at the front indicated by the caption as 
“carrying a torch for Britain”. They display 
happiness and excitement. One of the celebrities,  
Joanne Lumley wears an Olympic top with the 
Olympic rings.  
The photo suggests that the Games are not just 
about sport idols but also celebrity cult. The 
torch is a symbol of the Olympics, in this case 
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Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

linked to the 2012 Games in London. Behind 
them there are many people taking pictures of 
them (given that they are celebrities). 
Underneath the photo, the headline says “ Time 
to find out who we are” which suggests that 
Britain will show the best of itself but it is also 
linked to the cultural aspects of British society.  

   
Image 3.  
Observer 
29/07/12 

Swimmer 
Olympic Rings 

Swimmer is legendary Michael Phelps who lost 
to American Ryan Lochte at 400 m individual  

Image 4.  
Guardian 
30/07/12 

Image of woman holding a 
medal and smiling  

British Cyclist holding silver medal / The 
headline indicates it is a silver because it says 
“No gold but plenty to cheer”  

Image 5. 
Guardian 
31/07/12 

Image of athlete jumping in 
the air, with legs open, doing 
the bars 

British athlete Kristian Thomas competing on 
the horizontal bar. The image has the caption 
“Kristian Thomas competes on the horizontal 
bar yesterday. The British men’s gymnastics 
team won an Olympic medal for the first time in 
more than 100 years, but lost out on the silver 
after a Japanese appeal” 

Image 6. 
Guardian 
01/08/12 

Image of a swimmer Photo of Michael Phelps swimming ( a close up) 
with the headline “The greatest Olympian” it 
shows a powerful image of triumphant USA 
swimmer and links to his medal records. 

Image 7. 
Guardian 
02/08/12 

Man, on a bike with a hand 
up- the word “Phew” written 
next to it 

Bradley Wiggins on a bike with hand up, 
signalling victory and gold medal achievement – 
on the photo it says “Phew” as a meaning of 
relief for the GB team that got the first gold 
medals – it is a sign of relief and euphoria.  

Image 8. 
Guardian 
03/08/12 

Photos of athletes, different 
genres and situations, holding 
medals and celebrating 
victories 

Photos of British GB team Olympic athletes. One 
of them, cap Hoy crying. On the top of the main 
photo there are smaller ones, capturing various 
moments of British athletes during the medals 
and victory achievements.  

Image 9. 
Guardian 
04/08/12 

Photo of woman smiling and 
standing up holding above 
her head a flag 

Photo of Victoria Pendleton, with a smile and 
happy face, holding the Union Jack flag. Next to 
it a caption saying: “gold, gold, gold”  which 
implies a sign of happy feeling for winning a 
gold medal in cycling! By holding the Union 
Jack flag, she is also representing the country 
and sharing the victory with British people 
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Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

Image 10 
and 11. 
Observer 
05/08/12 

Photo of man with Adidas 
sleeveless shirt with the hand 
up/ photo of woman crying 
of happiness with the hands 
in her face  

Photo of Mo Farah with the hands up in joy 
celebrating a victory (the men’s 10,000 Olympic 
title) with the title “ Super Saturday turns Gold”  
 
Photo of Jessica Ennis, in tears celebrating her 
gold medal for British women heptathlon. Next 
to her a headline stating, “Simply Amazing” 
and then sub heading “ Incredible haul of six 
Olympic Gold Medals in day of thrilling drama” 
with a list of gold medals conquered by British 
athletes in different sports underneath the main 
sub heading.  

Image 12. 
Guardian 
06/08/12  

Men running with sportive 
gear, holding the arm with 
indicative finger, sweating. 
His shirt says: BOLT and 
JAMAICA 

Photo of Usain Bolt breaking a new record, with 
the headline on the left hand side stating: 9.63 
breathtaking seconds. It shows the success of an 
already famous Jamaican athlete at the 2012 
Olympic Games.  

Image 13. 
Guardian 
07/08/12  

Photo of four men with their 
hands up in celebration, 
dressed as horse riders.  

Photo of equestrian showjumper GB team in joy 
with the hands up and jumping after winning 
gold medal. The image shows the happiness 
from the GB team in celebration.  

Image 14. 
Guardian 
08/08/12  

Photo of man showing half of 
his face and holding the 
Olympic medals in full 
picture 

Photo of cyclist Chris Hoy with a happy face, 
holding the gold medal he won at the Olympics. 
It represents tis 6th gold medal meaning that he 
surpasses Redgrave record. It illustrates the 
golden games, as the title suggests, for the GB 
team. 

Image 15. 
Guardian 
09/08/12   

Photo of three individuals in 
BMX bikes, jumping in the air 

Photo of various GB team BMX Bicycle 
motocross jumping in the air, announcing the 
beginning of cycling at the velodrome.  

Image 16. 
and 17. 
Guardian 
10/08/12  

Photo of woman in joy 
sweating and with wrapped 
hands in white tissue, holding 
then slightly up.  

Photo of British boxing Nicola Adams, in joy 
after winning the first gold medal for UK in 
Women’s boxing.  

Image 18. 
Guardian 
11/08/12 

Photo of man’s face, sweating, 
smiling, with glasses in his 
head.   

Photo of Mo Farah, smiling. Underneath a 
caption explains that the British athlete will go 
for gold again on that night 

Image 19. 
and 20. 
Guardian 
12/08/12 

19. Two men in a photo. Both 
doing gestures with their 
arms.  
 
20. A swimmer in water, with 
smile on his face 

Mo Farah and Usain Bolt doing their respective 
world gestures but swapped in the same way as 
the title (Momentous). Mo Farah’s Mobot pose 
is being done by Usain Bolt and vice versa. 
Farah is doing the “to di world pose” . The 
photo symbolises happiness from the two 
legends and gold winners during these Olympic 
Games 
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Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

Image 21. 
Guardian 
13/08/12  

Aerial photo of a stadium 
with a flag on the floor, and 
fireworks 

Aerial photo of London 2012 Olympic Stadium, 
with the Union Jack flag on the floor. It 
symbolises the end of the Games and the closing 
ceremony, with the caption/ headline stating, “ 
Goodbye to the Glorious Games” . The image 
ind 

Image 22. 
Sun 
27/07/12 

22. Image with text and a 
visual in the background. 
Very colourful. The red 
stands out from this image. 
The text reads: Bond, Becks, 
Beatles, the Beaked Bean … 
Brilliant! 

22. Photo of the Union Jack Flag in the 
background. The text on top of it suggests the 
best of Great Britain at the opening ceremony: 
Bond, Becks, Beatles, the Beaked Bean… 
Brilliant! 
The image displays a lot of colours but mainly 
red and the Union Jack Flag colours, suggesting 
the feeling  of pride about the opening ceremony 
of the  Games. Particularly with the word play 
using B at the start of every word.  

Image 23. 
Sun 
28/07/12  

23. Image of lights with the 
caption: Golden Wonder 

23. Image about the opening Games after the 
opening night. It shows a lot of fireworks and 
sparks and joy. The caption states: Let the 
Games begin. Golden Wonder.  

Image 24. 
25. and 26.  
Sun 
30/07/12 

25. Woman smiling holding 
medal around her neck 
26. Blond woman on 
swimming suit waving with 
hands up 
27. Fuzzy. Distorted image of 
a man 

25. Photo of Elizabeth Armistead holding a 
silver medals after his cycling performance at 
the Olympics. She shows happiness in her face 
and displays the medals with pride.  
 
26. Photo of British swimmer Rebecca Adlington 
waiving at the crowds after winning bronze 
medal. 
 
27. Distorted, fuzzy photo of Asian Olympian 
guard who faces the sack after spitting at an 
army hero.  

Image 27, 
28 and 29. 
Sun 
31/07/12 

27. Photo of a medal with the 
roman XXX engraved on it.  
 
28. Photo of a couple together, 
man holding woman from 
behind 
 
29. Photo of 5 men in state of 
happiness, holding medals 
around the necks 

27. Photo of an Olympic gold medal, alluding to 
the fact that it is a desire of the British people for 
the Games. The GB team has not won a gold 
medal by the time this issue was published. 
 
28. Photo of American celebrity Christen Stewart 
with British film director Rupert Sanders caught 
having an affair 
 
29. Photo of British men gymnastics with the 
first medal for 100 years 
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Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

Image 30. 
31. 32. 33. 
34. Sun 
01/08/12 

30. Image of a couple (man 
and woman, smiling) 
 
31. Photo of man’s face on the 
side and then two sideburns 
on each side with the cutting 
symbol. This photo covers the 
entire front page. He is 
wearing a top with the Union 
Jack flag on the side of the 
arm 
 
32. Image of woman with hat, 
named Zara, with Olympic 
rings above the picture, 
suggesting she is an athlete 
 
33. Photo of man, shirtless, 
with hand up and smiling. 
Above the picture is the 
Olympic rings, suggesting 
that he’s an athlete 
 
34. Photo of man, shirtless, 
with Olympic rings on top of 
picture, suggesting he’s an 
Olympic athlete 

30. Image of celebrity couple Christen Stewart 
and Robert Pattison who are splitting over a 
fling. They are showed as smiling but the photo 
is perhaps an old one. The caption says: RPatz in 
dogfight” suggesting their row is over the dog. 
 
31. Photo of British cyclist Bradley Wiggins, 
with a head on the side and next to it another 
couple of sideburns, similar to his, suggesting 
the reader to cut it. This is a word play and pun 
about the cyclist huge sideburns, alluding to the 
gold medal.  
 
32. Photo of equestrian Zara Philips who got a 
silver medal at the Olympics 
 
33. Photo of Michael Phelps celebrating his 19th 
medal 
 
34. Photo of Tom Daley at the Olympics 

Image 30. 
31. 32. 33. 
34. Sun 
01/08/12 

30. Image of a couple (man 
and woman, smiling) 
 
31. Photo of man’s face on the 
side and then two sideburns 
on each side with the cutting 
symbol. This photo covers the 
entire front page. He is 
wearing a top with the Union 
Jack flag on the side of the 
arm 
 
32. Image of woman with hat, 
named Zara, with Olympic 
rings above the picture, 
suggesting she is an athlete 
 
33. Photo of man, shirtless, 
with hand up and smiling. 
Above the picture is the 

30. Image of celebrity couple Christen Stewart 
and Robert Pattison who are splitting over a 
fling. They are showed as smiling but the photo 
is perhaps an old one. The caption says: RPatz in 
dogfight” suggesting their row is over the dog. 
 
31. Photo of British cyclist Bradley Wiggins, 
with a head on the side and next to it another 
couple of sideburns, similar to his, suggesting 
the reader to cut it. This is a word play and pun 
about the cyclist huge sideburns, alluding to the 
gold medal.  
 
32. Photo of equestrian Zara Philips who got a 
silver medal at the Olympics 
 
33. Photo of Michael Phelps celebrating his 19th 
medal 
 
34. Photo of Tom Daley at the Olympics 
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Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

Olympic rings, suggesting 
that he’s an athlete 
 
34. Photo of man, shirtless, 
with Olympic rings on top of 
picture, suggesting he’s an 
Olympic athlete 

Image 35. 
and 36. Sun 
02/08/12 

35. Image of two women 
smiling and holding a medal.  
 
36. Image of a man sitting at a 
big golden chair with the 
Olympic rings above the 
chair, suggesting this is 
related to the Olympic Games 

35. Image of British rowers Heather Stanning 
and Helen Glover celebrating gold medals at the 
Olympics 
 
36. Image of Bradley Wiggins, after winning a 
gold medals, suggesting he’s the king and thus 
sitting at in a King’s golden Chair, with the 
hands up in a cool movement/attitude.  

Image 37. 
and 38 
(sequence 
of small 
ones) Sun 
03/08/12 

37. Photo of three men 
wearing sport clothes and 
with medals around their 
neck, holding flowers in their 
hands. 
 
38. sequence of photos lined 
up on the right side of the 
page, next to the main picture 
of three men. They all hold or 
display medals 

37. Image of Men’s Sprint cycling team with 
captain Chris Hoy after winning gold medal 
 
39. Sequence of photos of GB athletes (5 in total) 
who also got medals ( gold and silver) 

Image 39. 
and 40. 
(sequence 
of small 
ones) Sun 
4/08/12 

39. Photo of a woman crying 
with a medal on her neck  
 
40. a series of photos (three in 
total) of happy people 
celebrating and displaying 
medals. 

39. Photo of athlete Victoria Pendleton crying of 
happiness after winning a gold medals in 
women cycling 
 
 
40. series of photos (three in total) of British 
athletes who have got gold medals for GB team. 
It shows happiness and celebration.  

Image 41.  
Sun 
05/08/12 
 
 
 
 

41. Photo of a woman smiling 
with a type of tissue around 
her and a caption saying: The 
Six Pack 

41. Photo of Jessica Ennis with the Union Jack 
Flag around her in a happy and joyful state after 
winning a gold medal. The caption states: The 
Six Pack. It implies victory and joy for the GB 
team and the athlete Jessica Ennis.  

Image 41. 
and 42. Sun 
06/08/12 

41. Man with happy face 
holding a flag behind him, 
with a medal at his neck 
 

41. Photo of Andy Murray after beating Roger 
Federer at the 2012 Olympics and taking a gold 
medal. He’s accompanied by the caption 
“Games, Set and Match”. It is a symbol of 
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Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

42. Photo of man’s face with 
mouth open as expression of 
a scream. 

another day of success for GB’s team at the 
Olympics.  
 
42. small photo of Usain Bolt’s face, after 
winning the 100 m final at the 2012 Olympic 
Games. It symbolises victory.  
 

Image 43. 
(sequence 
of photos) 
and 44. Sun 
07/08/12 

43. Sequence of photos of men 
with the word GOLD in the 
middle. Men hold medals in 
their hands and necks as well 
as biting the medals 
 
44. Photo of a couple’s face 
smiling 

43. Photo of Usain Bolt and other British athletes 
who got gold at the Olympics. Bolt stands out as 
two photos of him is in the same frame. The 
caption reads: GOLD but also above Bolt’s 
image: “Bolt: I want a trial for ManU” 
suggesting that the athlete said that any point 
but no more info is given. It implies that he’s so 
good that he could play for a football team.  
 
 
44. Photo of Gary Barlow and his wife with the 
headline standing out: “Take that star’s 
heartbreak” – “Gary’s grief as baby dies”. Even 
though the photo is not recent and does not 
show the couple’s grief, it is put here to explain 
who they are and identify the celebrity and link 
to the story about their baby.  

Image 45. 
and 46.  
Sun 
08/08/12 

45. Photo of man’s face 
kissing a medal 
 
46. Photo of 22 gold medals, 
shining, with names 
underneath it  

45. Photo of Chris Hoy kissing a gold medal (his 
6th)  
 
 
46. Photo of gold medals won by GB team and 
athletes  with the name of respective athletes 
and teams 

Image 47. 
48. and 49. 
– Sun 
09/08/12 

47. Photo of a man and 
woman talking and laughing 
(they look like spectators) 
 
48. small photo of a face of a 
girl with text below and a 
smaller photo of a man 
 
49. photo of a couple dressed 
in black.  

47. Photo of cyclist Laura Kenny and Prince 
Harry at the Olympics, celebrating and chatting. 
The caption/headline says: Wales and Wheels – 
suggesting a word play to express these two.  
 
 
48. Photo of Tia, the girl who is missing and her 
gran’s lover who was questioned by the police. 
 
 
49. Photo of Amy Winehouse and her ex-
husband Blake, with the news about Blake 
fighting for his life after a cocktail of drinks and 
drugs. The photo is probably not recent but it is 
used to show who they are and draw reader’s 
attention to the news.  
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Newspaper 

Image 
 

 
Denotation 

 
Connotation 

Image 50. 
and 51. – 
Sun 
10/08/12 

50. Man with a sporty look 
wearing a yellow shirt with 
Jamaica written on it, has his 
finger close to the nose, 
implying (shush, silence, 
quite)  
 
51. Image of two women 
(separate from each other) 
displaying a medal and 
smiling  

50. Photo of Usain Bolt, doing a shush sign, after 
breaking another record at the Olympics. The 
caption states: Usain runs into history  
 
 
 
 
 
51. Image of two British athletes who won gold 
medals at the Olympics. The caption says: Team 
GB’s golden girls. They hold their medals in a 
state of pride and happiness  
 
 

Image 50. 
and 51. – 
Sun 
10/08/12 

50. Man with a sporty look 
wearing a yellow shirt with 
Jamaica written on it, has his 
finger close to the nose, 
implying (shush, silence, 
quite)  
 
51. Image of two women 
(separate from each other) 
displaying a medal and 
smiling  

50. Photo of Usain Bolt, doing a shush sign, after 
breaking another record at the Olympics. The 
caption states: Usain runs into history  
 
 
 
 
 
51. Image of two British athletes who won gold 
medals at the Olympics. The caption says: Team 
GB’s golden girls. They hold their medals in a 
state of pride and happiness  
 
 

Image 52. 
53. and 54. 
– Sun 
11/08/12 

52. Image of a tall men with 
arms around a woman in 
sports clothes  
 
53. Women celebrating with 
her arms up in joy, and also in 
another photo with other 
women 
 
 
54. Photo of man with a beard 
and sad look, next to it, a 
photo of a girl.  

52. Photo of Usain Bolt with another woman and 
caption saying: “fancy a go?” what Bolt told a 
girl.  Suggesting something inappropriate or 
flirtatious. 
 
53. Photo of Kate Middleton celebrating the 
bronze medal for the hockey GB team. It says: 
KG as a word play for Kate Britain  
 
 
54. Photo of man suspected of killing little girl 
Tia  

Image 55. 
Sun 
13/08/12 

55. Aerial photo of a space 
with people and lights. It 
shows a cross.   

55. Photo of closing ceremony taken from the 
air. It is possible to see the Olympic Stadium 
lighten up with the Union Jack flag on the floor 
with the words Dream GB across it as well as 
the Olympic rings.  
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